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Appointment of members to serve on committees that will prepare Whatcom County Voters’ Guide statements
for two ballot measures, one to amend the County Charter and the other to establish a Birch Bay Library
Capital Facility Area

SUMMARY STATEMENT OR LEGAL NOTICE LANGUAGE:

Per RCW 29A.32.280, the Council will formally appoint a committee to prepare arguments advocating voters'
approval of the two measures listed below and shall formally appoint a committee to prepare arguments
advocating voters' rejection of the two measures. The Council will appoint persons known to favor the measure
to serve on the committee advocating approval and shall, whenever possible, appoint persons known to oppose
the measure to serve on the committee advocating rejection. Each committee shall have not more than three
members, however, a committee may seek the advice of any person or persons. If the Council fails to make
such appointments by the prescribed deadline of August 3, the county auditor shall whenever possible make the
appointments.

PROPOSAL 1 - AMENDMENTS TO THE WHATCOM COUNTY CHARTER

On June 1, 2021, the Whatcom County Council adopted Ordinance 2021-032, submitting to the qualified voters
of Whatcom County a proposal to amend Whatcom County Charter Sections 5.40 and 5.41 to align signature
requirements for citizen initiatives with Washington State norms. This ordinance submits to the qualified
voters of Whatcom County (at the November 2021 General Election) a charter amendment to allow that
persons proposing an initiative must " collect the signatures of the registered voters in the county equal in
number to not less than eight (8) percent of the vote cast in the county in the last regular county executive
subernaterial election," and the requirement for a mini -initiative be " the signatures of qualified voters equal in
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number to not less than three (3) percent of the number of votes cast in the county in the last county executive
gubernatorial election." The changes would amend Section 5. 40 and Section 5. 41 of the County Charter.

PROPOSAL 2 - ESTABLISH A BIRCH BAY LIBRARY CAPITAL FACILITY AREA

On July 27, 2021, the Whatcom County Council adopted Ordinance 2021-049, requesting the Whatcom County
Auditor include on the ballot at the November General Election the question of establishing a Birch Bay
Library Capital Facility Area to finance a new library facility in Birch Bay. This ordinance submits to the
qualified voters within the boundaries of the proposed district, as requested by the Whatcom County Library
System Board of Trustees, a proposal to establish a Birch Bay Library Capital Facility Area to finance a new
library facility in Birch Bay.
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