COUNTY COURTHOUSE
Whatcom County 311 Grand Avenue, Ste #105
Bellingham, WA 98225-4038

(360) 778-5010

Legislation Details (With Text)

File #: AB2021-278 Version: 1
Type: Ordinance Requiring a Public  Status: Adopted
Hearing
File created: 5/4/2021 In control: Council
On agenda: 6/1/2021 Final action: 6/1/2021
Enactment date: 6/1/2021 Enactment #  ORD 2021-032
Title: Ordinance submitting to the qualified voters of Whatcom County a proposal to amend Whatcom

County Charter Sections 5.40 and 5.41 to align signature requirements for citizen initiatives with
Washington State norms

Indexes:

Attachments: 1. Agenda Bill Master Report, 2. Adopted Ordinance 2021-032, 3. PROPOSED ORDINANCE, 4.
AGENDA REVISION NOTICE FOR 5.4.2021, 5. Notice of Hearing 6.1.2021, 6. Notice of Action Taken
on 06.01.2021, 7. Memo from Auditor's Office, 8. Bellingham Herald Charter Amendments Notice, 9.
Lynden Tribune Charter Amendment Notice, 10. Point Roberts Press Charter Amendment Notice

Date Ver. Action By Action Result
6/1/2021 1 Council ADOPTED Pass
5/4/2021 1 Council INTRODUCED FOR PUBLIC HEARING  Pass

Primary Contact Email: RBrowne@co.whatcom.wa.us

TITLE FOR AGENDA ITEM:

Ordinance submitting to the qualified voters of Whatcom County a proposal to amend Whatcom County
Charter Sections 5.40 and 5.41 to align signature requirements for citizen initiatives with Washington State
norms

SUMMARY STATEMENT OR LEGAL NOTICE LANGUAGE:

This ordinance provides for submission to the qualified voters of Whatcom County (at the November 2021
General Election) a charter amendment to allow that persons proposing an initiative must “collect the

signatures of the registered voters in the county equal in number to not less than eight (8) percent of the vote
cast in the county in the last regular county executive election,” and the requirement for a mini-initiative be

“the signatures of qualified voters equal in number to not less than three (3) percent of the number of votes cast
in the county in the last county executive election.” The changes would amend Section 5.40 and Section 5.41 of
the County Charter.
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