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PROPOSED BY: ____________ 
INTRODUCTION DATE:____________ 

ORDINANCE NO. ______________ 

ADOPTING AMENDMENTS TO WHATCOM COUNTY CODE TITLE 20 ZONING TO PROVIDE ADDITIONAL 
AFFORDABLE HOUSING OPTIONS, INCLUDING ALLOWING AND REGULATING TINY HOMES AND 

ALLOWING DUPLEXES IN PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENTS  

WHEREAS, The County Council is interested in increasing affordable housing options, in 
particular by amending the Whatcom County Code to allow for the siting of tiny homes. 

WHEREAS, Planning and Development Services (PDS) has identified that in addition to allowing 
single- and multi-family dwellings in Planned Unit Developments, allowing duplexes would also increase 
affordable housing options; and, 

WHEREAS, The Whatcom County Council reviewed and considered Planning Commission 
recommendations, staff recommendations, and public comments on the proposed amendments; and 

WHEREAS, The County Council hereby adopts the following findings of fact: 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

1. The County Council has expressed interest in increasing affordable housing options, in particular by
amending the Whatcom County Code to allow for the siting of tiny homes.

2. Additionally, Planning and Development Services (PDS) has identified that in addition to allowing
single- and multi-family dwellings in Planned Unit Developments, allowing duplexes would also
increase affordable housing options.

3. PDS submitted an application (PLN2021-00012) to make amendments to Whatcom County’s zoning
regulations (WCC Title 20) to provide these affordable housing options.

4. A determination of non-significance (DNS) was issued under the State Environmental Policy Act
(SEPA) on May 20, 2021.

5. Notice of the subject amendments was submitted to the Washington State Department of
Commerce on May 20, 2021, for their 60-day review.

6. On June 24, 2021, the Planning Commission held a duly noticed public hearing to consider testimony
on the proposed amendments.

7. The County Council held a duly noticed public hearing on the proposed amendments on October
23, 2021, and reviewed and considered the Planning Commission recommendation, staff
recommendations, and public comments on the proposed amendments.

8. The amendments are consistent with the Growth Management Act, Whatcom County
Comprehensive Plan, and other applicable requirements.

9. The proposed amendments reflect current local circumstances and promote the general public
health, safety, morals and welfare.

CONCLUSIONS 

1. The amendments to the development regulations are the public interest.



Page 2 of 2 

2. The amendments are consistent with the Whatcom County Comprehensive Plan.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Whatcom County Council that: 

Section 1. Amendments to the Whatcom County Code are hereby adopted as shown in Exhibit A. 

Section 2. Staff is authorized to work with Code Publishing to correct and update any cross-
references made ineffective by these amendments. 

ADOPTED this ________ day of ______________, 2021. 

WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL 
WHATCOM COUNTY, WASHINGTON 

ATTEST:  

Dana Brown-Davis, Council Clerk Barry Buchanan, Council Chair 

APPROVED as to form: (  ) Approved     (  ) Denied 

Civil Deputy Prosecutor Satpal Sidhu, Executive 

Date:    ______________________ 

/s/ Royce Buckingham (approved via e-mail) / JL


