




Supplemental Budget Request Støtus: Pending

Non-Departmental

Supp't tD # 3524 Fund 138 Cost Center

Expenditure Type: One-Time Year 1 2021

Originator: Tawni Helms

Add'l FTE L--l Add'lspace I Priority 1

Name of Reguesf : Laurel and Forest St Project - Childcare

Cosfsi Object Description Amount Requested

6610 Contractual Services $1,000,000

Request Total $1,000,000

1a. Description of request:

ARPA funding will be used to repurpose an existing property to develop the build out of a childcare facility
that can serve up to 65 children. Whatcom County will contract with the Oppportunity Council for the
development of this project located at the Laurel and Forest Street. As a repurposed childcare facility it will
be used to increase the capacity for desperately needed childcare services throughout Whatcom County.
This project is located in the census tract near downtown Bellingham.

1b. Primary customers:
Whatcom Countyfamilies in need of affordable child care.

2. Problem to be solved:
Childcare services are limited throughout Whatcom County. Childcare needs far outweigh the
community's availability of affordable childcare opportunities in Whatcom County.

The COVID -19 Community Health lmpact Assessment showed that 80% of Whatcom County child care
providers closed temporarily during the pandemic. As a result, 74o/o of respondents showed an increased
difficulty balancing work and caring for children leading to a direct impact on families' income, housing,
mental health and more. Today, 67% of child care centers are at risk of closing and one in four childcare
facilities remain closed. The amount of currently available child care for kids under age 5 will need to triple
by the year 2025 in order to meet Whatcom County's anticipated child care needs. Kindergarten readiness
for BIPOC students are consistently lower than other students in Whatcom County. Families unable to
find affordable, quality childcare are often unable to return to work. lncreasing the availability of childcare
services for working families will encourage economic recovery in our community.

3a. Options / Advantages:
Whatcom County is committed to addressing the childcare crisis.

3b. Cosf savíngs:
nla

4a. Outcomes:
A 5,000 square foot facility accomodating 3 classrooms will provide up to 65 childcare spaces to families
in need of childcare.

4b. Measures:
The Laurel and Forest Street property will be re-purposed as a child care facility and will begin serving
Whatcom County families needing childcare services.

5a. Other Departm ents/Ag e n cí es :

Department Head Signature (Required on Hard Copy Submission) Date

Tuesday, October 12, 2021 Rpt: Rpt Suppl Regular



Supplemental Budget Request Status: Pending

Non-Departmental

supp't tD # 3s24 Fund 138 Cosf Genfer Originator: Tawni Helms

5b. Name the person in charge of ìmplementation and what they are responsible for:

6. Funding Source.'
ARPA

Tuesday, October 12, 2021 Rpt: Rpt Suppl Regular



Supplemental Budget Request Statas: Pending

Non-Departmental

Supp'tt) # s525 Fund 138 Cost Center OrÍginator: Tawni Helms

Expenditure Type: One-Time Year 1 2021 Add'l FTE E Add'l Space n Priority 1

Name of Request: ARPA Laurel & Forest Project-Affordable Sr.Housing

X
Department Head Signature (Required on Hard Copy Submission) Date

Cosfsi Object Object Descríption Amount Requested

1a. Description of request:
Whatcom County is committed to addressing the housing crisis through a mult-faceted approach. ARPA
funding will be dedicated to fund the buildout and re-purposing of the property located at Laurel and Forest
St. Whatcom County will work with community agencies to provide new affordable housing to seniors.
Because the housing crisis has only been exacerbated by the COVID pandemic the need grows more
urgent. Acquiring new affordable housing units will help support the effort to reduce homelessness in
Whatcom County. This project is located in the census tract near downtown Bellingham.

1b. Primary customers:
Unhoused seniors and Whatcom County citizens.

2. Problem to be solved:
Whatcom County has a housing crisis. According to the COVID-19 Community Health lmpact
Assessment the lackof affordable housing is persistent and worsening. ln June of 2021, 14o/o of
Washington residents reported being behind on rent. That equates to 4,655 households in Whatcom
County.

ARPA funding will be used to address this problem by developing and re-purposing a building into a a
new senior housing complex. This will afford unhoused seniors the opportunity to have consistent, stable
and affordable housing. Mitigating the housing crisis thorugh a multi-faceted approach will help to ensure
the broad spectrum of housing needs are met.

3a. Options / Advantages:

3b. Cosf savíngs:

4a. Outcomes:
56 new affordable one-bedroom apartments will be made available to unhoused seniors

4b. Measures:
The new affordable housing units will be filled with tenants.

5a. Other Depa rtm ents/Ag en ci es :

5b. Name the person ín charge of implementation and what they are responsible for:

6. Funding Source:
ARPA

Contractual Services6610

Request Total

$3,000,000

$3,000,000

Tuesdøy, October 12, 2021 Rpt: RptSuppl Regular








