WHATCOM COUNTY PROSECUTING ATTORNEY

CHIEF CRIMINAL DEPUTY Eric RiChey CHIEF CIVIL DEPUTY
Erik Sigmar Whatcom County Courthouse Karen Frakes
311 Grand Avenue Suite 201
ASST. CHIEF CRIMINAL DEPUTY Bellingham, WA 08225-4079 CIVIL DEPUTIES
Dona Bracke (360) 778-5710 /Main Office FAX (360) 778-5711 Royce Buckingham
Christopher Quinn
CRIMINAL DEPUTIES George Roche
David Graham Brandon Waldron
Kellen Kooistra
Benjamin Pratt CIVIL SUPPORT
Gordon Jenkins ENFORCEMENT DEPUTIES
Kacie Emerick Janelle Wilson/Lead
Christina Garcia Dionne Clasen
Jesse Corkern
Evan Sterk APPELLATE DEPUTIES
Nicole Meyer Kimberly Thulin
Julia Monroe Hilary Thomas
Maggie Peach
Andrew Bogle ADMINISTRATOR
Kayleigh Mattoon Louise Trapp

MEMO TO: Satpal Sidhu, Executive

FROM: Vanessa Martin, Law Enforcement Assisted Diversion (LEAD) Administrator
DATE: Aug 5, 2021
RE: Victim/Witness Assistance Grant

District Court Prosecutor’s handle a large share of serious domestic violence cases, and it is the only court at the
county that facilitates supervision of domestic violence offenders on probation. The legislature requires
prosecutors to keep victims informed and to provide emotional support for victims of violence and sex crimes,
including having the advocate present at defense interviews and judicial proceedings (R.C.W. 7.69.030).
Effective prosecution depends on cooperation from victims of crime. Staffing the position is absolutely
necessary to ensure the health and well-being of the community and victims of domestic violence.

The office was awarded the grant from the Washington State Department of Commerce in the amount of
$60, 368 to put towards the salary and benefits for a full-time position. The County agrees to pay for the
remaining $ 17,577.95 to cover a portion of the position’s salary and benefits expenses.

Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.

Thank you kindly.



