


















































































UNIVERSITY POLICE DEPARTMENT 
     2001 Bill McDonald Parkway, Bellingham, WA 98225 

 Business: (360) 650-3555 / Fax: (360) 650-3367 
 
 

 
Whatcom County Council 
311 Grand Avenue 
Bellingham, WA  98225 
 
Dear Councilmembers: 
 
It is my privilege to recommend Melissa Nelson for District Court Judge.  My recommendation 
is based on my more than 31 years of professional experience that includes county, municipal, 
and university law enforcement.  In my professional capacity I have appeared in municipal, 
district, and superior courts hundreds of times, and interacted with dozens of elected and 
appointed judges.  My interactions include providing testimony, seeking search warrants, and 
presenting evidence in all kinds of matters including traffic offenses, major crimes, and civil 
commitments.  I understand and appreciate how critical it is to have highly qualified judges 
on the bench.    
 
 I have served Western Washington University as the Director of Public Safety and Chief of 
Police since 2013.  I have worked closely with Melissa since she was appointed as an Assistant 
Attorney General to Western in 2018.  I regularly and routinely consult with Melissa when 
forming a course of action and navigating multiple competing priorities that impact the 
institution; I rely on her professional advice and well considered legal opinions.   
 
My interactions with Melissa include consultation regarding major incidents that potentially 
carry high liability to the institution.  Examples of these include threat assessments, vehicle 
pursuit critiques, considering implementing potentially controversial programs such as 
body-worn cameras, and specific citizen complaint procedures.  Melissa has served as a 
member of my Campus Community Public Safety Advisory Council since 2018.  Most recently, 
Melissa provided valuable professional counsel regarding Western’s approach to 
implementing the multiple complex legislation regarding police reform.   
 
I appreciate Melissa’s honest, candid, and sincere approach to her position.  Her commitment 
to the law is uncompromising, while at the same time she is balanced and considered in 
providing counsel to me in my role as Chief and to Western.   
 
I also need to acknowledge Melissa’s long-time commitment to this region to the Whatcom 
County community.  It is one of her strengths to be involved in and understand the community 
she serves with dedication.   
 
In conclusion, I believe Melissa Nelson’s education, training, and experience, have prepared 
her for this position.  I enthusiastically endorse her to serve as District Court Judge. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Darin Rasmussen 
Director of Public Safety/ Chief of Police  



Jacqueline Lassiter 

From: Kerena Higgins< 

Sent: Tuesday, August 10, 2021 9:54 AM 

To: Council <Council@co.whatcom.wa.us> 

Subject: Support for Melissa Nelson as Candidate 

Dear Council members: I would like to take this opportunity to offer my support for the candidacy of Melissa Nelson for 

the District Court vacancy. I have had the pleasure of working with Melissa for the past 20 years both as a colleague and 

in a supervisory capacity. In her role advising Western, Melissa encounters diverse and novel issues on a daily basis, 

requiring independent judgment and the ability to manage numerous competing priorities. Melissa is thoughtful in her 

research and effective in her listening. I think she would be an asset to the bench. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Kerena Higgins 




