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Access to early care and education programs

• Over 80% of child care programs closed at least 
temporarily

• 1 in 4 sites remain closed
• Say they are at risk of closing:

• 67% of child care centers
• 47% of family child care providers

Disparities in kindergarten readiness scores
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Screenings, intervention, & well-child visits were disrupted

child care
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Closures of child care facilities are worsening previously-
existing shortages of child care slots

Reduced options and high costs of child care threaten 
family budget stability
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Child care facility closures had a direct impact on families’ incomes, 
housing, mental health, and more

housing security
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Lack of affordable housing for rent or purchase is 
persistent and worsening

Eviction prevention programs are due to end
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homelessness

COVID revealed tenuous living situations for many 
families
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Pre-existing workforces shortages and COVID 
protocols hampered services

• Emergency shelter moves to allow distancing
• Program transportation options cease
• Drop-in services cut
• Funding restrictions limit use for wages

behavioral health
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More – and more severe – behavioral health issues

Uncertainty and trauma of the pandemic increased 
demand for behavioral health services
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cross-cutting challenges

“…The story lines in our data are rooted in longstanding 
challenges that American families with young children faced 
prior to the pandemic. The pandemic did not cause 
these issues to arise, but rather has pressurized 
and thrown them into relief in a way that 
commands the attention of the general public and 
its policy makers.” 

A Year in the Life of a Pandemic, UOregon CTN RAPID-EC Project
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“This is a lesson in how to care for our community.”

“We’re talking about healing the past and protecting the 
future.”

Gratitude Parade for Lummi Nation Video, Lhaq'temish Foundation and Children of the Setting Sun
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