
































































































From: Steven Burger, Contact Counseling Recovery Services

To: \Mhatcom County Council Members;

I am submitting this letter in support of the appointment of Jeffrey Lustick to the Whatcom

Couny District Court Bench. I have worked as a Substance Use Ðisorder Professional since 1989.

ln that time I have provided addiction counseling services to clients in various settings. I have

worked in inpatient and outpatient treatment centers, public and tribal schools, hospitals, jails,

and prisons. This includes 4 years providing treatment and assessment services to clients

incarcerated and/or under supervision with the Washington State Department of Corrections,

as well as working for 5 years at Lummi Counseling Services serving Native Amercians under the
jurisdiction of the Lummi Tribal Court. For the past 12 years I have provided assessments at

Contact Counseling for persons who were arrested for DUI or Domestic Violence offenses. lt is
in my role at Contact Counseling where I have gotten to know Jeffrey Lustick.

ln my experience, Mr. Lustick has been a strong advocate for his clients as well as supporting

the necessity of them following through with treatment services when necessary. I have found

him to have a very good understanding of the issues surrounding Substance Use Disorders, and

the need for appropr¡ate treatment. As a person who was born in Mt. Vernon, and having a

well-established law firm representing residents of Whatcom and Skagit Counties, Mr. Lustick

has a firm grasp of the needs of our community.

I am impressed with Mr. Lustick's desire to improve access to services for DUI and Domestic

Violence offenders. Access to services is an especially difficult obstacle for people overwhelmed

with their legal problems as well as existing substance use disorder, and mental health issues.

Mr. Lustick has a great deal of integrity. I see this in his willingness to leave a successful pr¡vate

practice to serve our community on the bench. He has extensive past experience as a public

defendeç military defense counsel, as well as a private DUl, DV and criminal defense attorney.

He has past experience as a federal military prosecutor, judge pro tempere for Whatcom Couny

District Court, the Bellingham MunicipalCourt, and the Ferndale Municipal Court. He has also

has filled in for the Whatcom District Court Mental Health Court. This well rounded resume'

offers Whatcom County residents the opportunity to be immediately served by someone with

unparalleled qualifications.

Sincerely,

Steven R. Burger, BA SUDP

6/23/2021















222 Grand Avenue, Suite A

Bellingham, WA 98225

360.685.4221

www.Lustick.com

Jeffrey A. Lustick, Esq

Mark A. Kaiman, Esq

Adrian M. Madrone, Esq

Iune 30,2021

Whatcom County Council
311 Grand Avenue Suite 105
Bellingham, WA 98225

To the Whatcom County Council:

I am writing in support of Jeffrey A. Lustick's application for appointment to serve as Judge in
Whatcom County District Court. I am Jeffrey's current law practice partner along with Mark
Kaiman. Jeff hired me as an associate in 2010 and we became partners in2014.I have worked
very closely with Jeff for over a decade. We have co-chaired jury trials together and have
worked on many complex and challenging cases. Over the past three years, I have spoken with
Jeff often as he has been sitting as Judge Pro Tem in District Court. I have seen his
thoughtfulness in this position, his desire to do the right thing, and his focus on treating all
courtroom litigants with dignity and respect. He has taken this role quite seriously, and the
feedback I have heard from prosecutors, defense attorneys, and court clerks has been
overwhelmingly positive.

In my opinion, Jeffrey is the single candidate who can enter this position and be fully prepared to
hit the ground running at full speed. Because he has been serving as judgepro tem for the last
three years, he will require little time to familiarize himself with the role and the obligations of
the job. His pro tem sewice has demonstrated that he already knows how to do the job well. This
is important when considering a position on a court that operates at such high volume. The right
candidate must not only be thoughtful, knowledgeable, and considerate, but must also be
efficient and expeditious in their administration ofjustice. Jeffrey Lustick is this candidate.

I urge you to appoint Jeffrey A. Lustick as our next Judge in Whatcom County District Court. I
am confident he will serve this community with integrity and dignity.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you would like any further information

LTJSTICK
KAIMAN&
MADRONtr,i

ATTORNEYS

Adrian Martinez Madrone



June 30 , 2021 

In re: Letter of Recommendation for Judge Pro Tempore Jeff Lustick 

Dear Whatcom County Council Members, 

My name is Jason Smith and I am the owner of Law Offices of Jason Ans. Smith and 

North County Public Defense, PLLC. I am writing to express my support for Judge Jeff 

Lustick. 

Judge Lustick possesses a voluminous knowledge of the law, a caring and 

compassionate temperament, and a sincere desire to connect with the attorneys and 

defendants who appear before him. Judge Lustick would be the ideal choice to fill any 

vacancy on the bench and would be uniquely qualified to serve on the Whatcom County 

District Court. 

I have personally appeared before Judge Lustick numerous times throughout my career 

and I have always found him to be a fair, impartial and knowledgeable judicial officer. 

Judge Lustick considers issues from all sides and balances the rights of criminal 

defendants with the interests of the State in a manner consistent with the highest 

standards of the legal profession. 

I am proud to endorse Judge Lustick in any bid he makes for a permanent judicial position. 

If you have any questions please don't hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

d--k� 
Jason Ans. Smith 

Owner - North County Public Defense, PLLC 

1720 IOWA ST 

BELLINGHAM WA 98229 

PHONE: 360-684-3062 

FAX: 360-393-4823 

admin@northcountypd.org 























July 8, 2021 
 
Whatcom County Council 
311 Grand Avenue, Suite 105 
Bellingham, WA 98225 
 
Dear Whatcom County Council Members, 
 
My name is Ariane Takano. I am writing to recommend Judge Pro Tempore Jeffrey Lustick as the next Whatcom 
County District Court Judge. I have experience as a deputy prosecuting attorney in the District Courts of both 
Yakima County and Whatcom County, and currently work as a Labor Advocate for the Washington Federation of 
State Employees. Mr. Lustick’s qualifications and years of service as a judge pro tem will allow him to immediately 
take on the significant responsibilities of the position without the downtime or training that such transitions often 
require.  
 
During my time as a prosecutor in Whatcom County, I have had the opportunity to appear before Mr. Lustick on 
numerous occasions, including arraignments, pretrial omnibus hearings, bail hearings, probation hearings, and 
motion calendars—essentially the bread and butter of District Court. Mr. Lustick has also presided over matters I 
appeared for that required more prep work from the bench, such as a Driving Under the Influence (DUI) bench trial, 
a contested dangerous dog hearing, and Mental Health Court. I have also had the unique experience of appearing 
before Mr. Lustick as a newer attorney eager to learn and adapt and excel. Despite Mr. Lustick’s obvious expertise, I 
was struck by the fact that he has never “talked down” to me from the bench, nor touted his years of experience 
during negotiations in his capacity as a defense attorney. While fairness and impartiality are traditionally important 
judicial traits that Mr. Lustick certainly holds, humility in the legal profession is a less prevalent—but I believe 
equally important—attribute that Mr. Lustick possesses. This same humility is further demonstrated by the calm 
patience, empathy, and ever-present respect that Mr. Lustick displays when interacting with all members of the 
community and courtroom. 
 
District Court is face-paced, high-volume, and often involves novel situations that demand the ability to expertly 
problem-solve on the spot. I have observed Mr. Lustick address unusual legal issues during the pandemic with 
thoughtfulness and decisiveness. In addition, District Court absolutely must operate on a regimented schedule in 
order to fit in all the cases of the day. Time squandered on the bench due to lack of judicial experience (figuring out 
court forms, timelines, and procedures) has the very real result of court calendars running overtime and domino-
effect delays for the remainder of the day. The unfortunate outcome is not only rushed hearings and attorneys/court 
staff showing up late for other obligations, but of more concern, defendants and litigants having to take additional 
hours off of work or pay additional parking fees in order to attend their late court hearings. District Court simply 
does not have the capacity to accommodate ineptitude from the bench. Mr. Lustick has handled hefty court dockets 
involving complex pleas and unexpected disruptions with precision, efficiency, and care. He has regularly balanced 
“making good time” with thoroughly addressing every matter before the court. This skill is integral to the smooth 
operations of District Court and cannot be picked up on the fly. 
 
I believe Mr. Lustick’s interest in judgeship comes from a place of genuine investment and commitment to the 
community, rather than the privilege to take advantage of an opportunity. Given the serious demands of a court 
system that involves a backlog of cases due to COVID, repeat DV and DUI offenders, and the legitimate need for 
treatment/rehabilitation, Mr. Lustick will competently fulfill the District Court Judge role with the requisite 
experience and temperament to serve the Whatcom community with integrity. I strongly recommend that he be 
appointed. 
 
 
Respectfully,  
 
 
 
 
Ariane Takano 
WSBA #53643 







 
Stephen A. Brandli, Attorney 

 540 Guard Street, Suite 220 • PO Box 850 • Friday Harbor, WA  98250 
 (360) 378-5544 • (360) 230-4637 (fax) • www.BrandliLaw.com 

Whatcom County Council EMAIL ONLY July 11, 2021 
311 Grand Ave., Ste. 105 
Bellingham, WA  98225 

Dear Councilpersons, 

I write to endorse Jeffrey Lustick to fill Judge Grant’s position at the Whatcom County District 
Court.  I have known Jeff for approximately 12 years as he has come to San Juan County where I 
practice.  Jeff is smart, level-headed, caring, and experienced. 

Jeff will no doubt inform you of his background and experience.  Instead, I am going to focus on 
an important consideration that has not been given enough attention lately: the experience 
necessary to do this job. 

I am a liberal who believes that women and minorities should be given every opportunity that 
white men receive, and that our justice system benefits from a diverse judiciary.  All other 
considerations being equal, I would choose a woman or minority as a judge until we have more 
diverse representation.  However, I have seen several instances across the state in which lawyers 
have been chosen as judges before they are ready. 

While a lawyer can restrict her practice to her competencies, a judge must pull from deep 
experience to be effective.  This experience must cover much more than the broad range of 
substantive law that a judge is required to apply.  It must cover procedural rules and customs, 
managing courtrooms, and creating an impression of expertise, wisdom, and confidence. 

Frankly, the single greatest factor in the satisfaction that my clients receive from the legal system 
is the extent to which they believe that they received a fair hearing from a wise and 
knowledgeable judge who listened to their case and considered it carefully and impartially.  
Creating this impression is far more difficult than it sounds.  Learning to play this important role 
begins with the judge’s extensive experience as a lawyer participating in judicial proceedings 
and observing those jurists who come before.  It cannot be taught, and it does not come quickly. 

When I ran for San Juan County District Court judge against a young woman with only three 
years of experience as a lawyer, Judge Grant wrote: 

A District Court judge draws on legal and personal experience to be the most effective at 
administering justice.  In my opinion, in this year’s election for San Juan County District 
Court judge, only Steve Brandli has the experience and perspective for this job. 
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Jeff Lustick has the legal experience to assume Judge Grant’s position.  He has an extensive and 
diverse background as a lawyer and has invaluable bench experience.  Whatcom County should 
settle for no less. 

 Sincerely, 

 

 

 Stephen A. Brandli 









 July 10, 2021 

Whatcom County Council Members 

311 Grand Avenue 

Bellingham, Washington 98225 

 

Re: Recommendation of Jeffrey Lustick for Whatcom County District Court Judge 

 

Members of the Council, 

 

I first met Jeff Lustick while I was assigned as the Headquarters Staff Judge Advocate for the Washington 

Air National Guard, a position that I held for the last 11 years of my military career. As such, I was the 

legal advisor to WA ANG Commander and the rest of the command staff. I also supervised all of the JAG 

officers serving in the WA ANG. Jeff joined the WA ANG upon separating from active duty and, 

therefore, overseeing his duty performance fell within my area of responsibility. In every respect his 

performance was exceptional and I was convinced that he would rise to take the position as HQ SJA as 

his career progressed. I was disappointed when he left the Guard but understood that the pressure of 

his growing law practice, the extent of his community involvement and his devotion to family made that 

his best choice. I was very happy to see that he returned to service as a member of the Civil Air Patrol 

were he has continued to excel and impress. 

 

In my civilian capacity I have been a judge in one capacity or another for approximately 38 years. 

Beginning in 1984 I have continuously served as a part-time municipal court judge for one or more 

towns and/or cities in Whitman County, Judge Pro Tem in the Whitman County Superior Court and Court 

Commissioner in the Whitman County District Court. I was appointed as the full-time Whitman County 

District Court Judge in January, 2001. I retired from that position effective January, 2019 at which time I 

was again appointed as the part-time Municipal Court Judge for the City of Colfax, a position that I 

currently hold. I am also again a part-time Court Commissioner for the Whitman County Superior and 

District Courts as well as a Court Commissioner for the Asotin County Superior Court. Prior to my 

appointment as a full-time judge I also maintained an active criminal and civil litigation private practice. I 

have litigated or presided over tens of thousands of cases. 

 

I relate my background only to demonstrate that I have the experience to know what makes a good 

judge and I am absolutely convinced that Jeff Lustick will make an outstanding judge. I will not repeat 

Jeff’s vast experience and his superlative qualifications, I am sure that others from your community who 

work with Jeff on a daily basis can do that far better than I, but I wish to comment on another critical 

aspect of being a district court judge. That aspect of the job is the people who come before a limited 

jurisdiction judge each and every day.  

 

Without question a judge must be well versed in the law and I have little doubt that all of the candidates 

you are considering meet this criteria. Similarly, I have no doubt that each of the candidates can weigh 

facts, apply the law and announce a decision in compliance therewith. Equally important, however, is 

the ability to conduct every case in a manner that creates confidence in the Court’s decision, 

demonstrates respect for the person before the judge and engenders respect for the judicial system and 



the rule of law. This is particularly true for the district courts as they, along with the municipal courts, 

are the place where the majority of people who come to court first encounter the legal system.  

 

The position of District Court Judge is not a ministerial one. It is not a job that every competent and 

capable lawyer can do well. It is a position that requires extensive legal knowledge and the ability to 

discern the character of the person before you and “what makes them tick” in very short order.  

Depending on the type of case before you, the judge must fashion their comments, announce their 

decision and explain the result in a manner that demonstrates an understanding of what the person is 

experiencing, that acknowledges the significance of the matter to that individual and clearly explains the 

basis of, and reason for, the Court’s decision.  Only then will a litigant leave court believing that he has 

been fully heard, that his case has been carefully considered and that they have been treated fairly. 

They will more readily accept the result if they are satisfied that they have had their “day in court”.  

 

Likewise, when sentencing an offender the court should consider alternatives to the standard 

disposition of fines, jail and probation if an alternative may result in getting to the root cause of the 

criminal behavior and create an opportunity for the person to change for the better. I know that Jeff is 

committed to this sentencing approach as it is through the creative use of sentencing alternatives that a 

person can be helped to become a contributing member of society. District court is where this can 

happen most effectively as it is the place where people frequently land when first getting involved in 

criminal behavior. Efforts at changing that behavior rather than simply punishing it can pay great 

dividends but it is not the easiest option. It takes time, skill, perception and a willingness to “think 

outside the box” in order to fashion an appropriate alternative sentence for a particular individual. Jeff is 

clearly committed to investing this extra effort.  A judge committed to the alternative sentencing 

approach, and who is effective in changing behaviors as a result, can benefit the offender tremendously, 

as well as the community as a whole. 

 

The breadth and scope of Jeff’s background and experience are extraordinary. His legal abilities are 

unquestionable, he genuinely wants to help people and his commitment to excelling as a judge has been 

amply demonstrated during his service as a Judge Pro Tem. Quite simply, Jeff has all of the professional 

and personal qualities needed to be an excellent district court judge. As a judge he will continue to be a 

tremendous asset for Whatcom County and all who come before him. I cannot imagine that there is a 

better qualified candidate for the position before you for consideration. I strongly recommend that you 

select Jeffrey Lustick as Whatcom County’s next District Court Judge.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

     //S// 

 

Douglas B. Robinson 

Colfax Municipal Court Judge 

Whitman County District Court Judge (Ret) 

Colonel, Washington Air National Guard (Ret) 

 

 









































































MICHAEL P. SHEEHY
ATTORNEY AT LAW

August 4, 2021

Whatcom County Council
Attn: Council Members

311 Grand Avenue, Suite 105
Bellingham, WA 98225

RE: Judicial Candidate, Jeffrey A. Lustick for District Court Judge

Dear Members of the Whatcom County Council:

It is my honor and privilege to provide a professional reference for Mr. Jeffrey Lustick for

the position of Whatcom County District Court Judge. I have known Mr. Lustick for over

twenty-years, and we worked together as Air Force Judge Advocates in the Washington Air

National Guard. As a new Judge Advocate, 1 was extremely fortunate to have him as a

mentor and a colleague. Mr. Lustick emphasized the importance of honesty and integrity

with the Court and opposing counsel, while at the same time maintaining the ability to

zealously advocate for a client. He advocated that your reputation is more important than

resolving a case in a favorable manner. 1 give the same advice to new attorneys twenty years

later and I try to emulate his values of honesty and candor to the tribunal.

Mr. Lustick is known as a fierce and fair litigator who knew trial procedure and evidence

better than any other attorney in the Courtroom. He was promoted to the most sought-

after position in the JAG community. Circuit Defense Counsel. This position is handpicked

by the JAG leaders to handle complicated, high-profile defense cases at Air Force bases

across the nation. Circuit Defense Counsel is also part of the Judge Advocate General's

School Adjunct Faculty and are called upon to teach trial advocacy to new JAG lawyers.

Only the brightest and most successful military attorneys are selected for this position.

Commanders in the Washington Air National Guard also sought out Mr. Lustick's advice

for a myriad of issues ranging from disciplinary actions to military mission operational

19000 - 33"' Ave West, Ste. 100, Lynnwood, WA 98036 * (425) 778-6900 * Fax: (425) 963-4262



MICHAEL P. SHEEHY

ATTORNEY AT LAW

guidance. Mr. Lustick was respected for his knowledge and legal expertise. He briefed

servicemembers on rules of engagement, status of force agreements, and military benefits.

He was credited with helping to make the Washington National Guard mission-ready when

our Guardsmen were mobilized in 2004 for deployment in Iraq.

Over the course of his legal career, Mr. Lustick has represented thousands of clients as a

prosecutor and defense attorney in criminal, juvenile, and family court matters, at both the

trial and appellate levels, in both civilian and military courts. Mr. Lustick is highly

motivated when facing daunting deadlines or handling stressful cases in a high-volume

court. Coworkers rely on his legal advice and Judges trust and respect his opinion.

As an attorney for almost 20 years, Mr. Lustick has proven himself to be a smart and sound

jurist. His extensive background in seeking justice and his deep understanding of the

practice of law will allow him to bring a unique perspective to the bench. His experience

as a prosecutor. Judge Advocate General, and a partner at a firm is beneficial to all who

enter his courtroom. There is value in appointing Judges who have experience with clients

and who understand the challenges and dynamic nature a client may bring to a case. His

empathy and keen sense of feirness allow him to see beyond the courtroom and understand

the greater context of some of the complex cases where decisions will impact or change a

person's life. Mr. Lustick has a deep understanding of the law, and an appreciation for

justice. Mr. Jeffrey Lustick is exceptionally well qualified to be a District Court Judge and 1

support his appointment without reservation.

Sincerely,

Michael P. Sheehy, WSBA #29914
Attorney at Law
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