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June 21, 2021      Via email: jkarcher@co.whatcom.wa.us  

 
Jim Karcher, County Engineer 
Whatcom County Public Works 
5280 Northwest Drive 
Bellingham, WA 98226 

 

Subject: Temporary Closure and Signage at Gulf Road South of Henry Road 

Dear Mr. Karcher, 

Pacific International Holdings, LLC (“PIH”) owns 1097-acres of uplands and 14-acres of tidelands 
within the Cherry Point Industrial District in Whatcom County, Washington State (the 
“Property”).  The Property is adjacent to the BP Cherry Point Refinery, Cherry Point Industrial 
Park and ALCOA Intalco Works properties.  We have seen an increase in illegal activities, 
including illegal dumping, abandoned vehicles, alcohol and drug use, the discharging of firearms, 
unauthorized fires, destruction of private property, and trespass along Whatcom County 
(“County”) rights-of-way and onto private property.  These illegal activities are a public health, 
safety and security concern specifically along the section of Gulf Road just south of the 
intersection with Henry Road. Unfortunately, current efforts by law enforcement, private 
security and adjacent property owners to stop the misconduct have been ineffective 

Accordingly, PIH is requesting County Public Works recommend to Whatcom County Council 
Public Works & Health Committee an ordinance to temporarily close this section of County 
right-of-way found in Exhibit A and Exhibit B.  The closure would address public health, safety, 
and security concerns, control unauthorized uses of private land and limit potential liability from 
public activities occurring from, and on the County right-of-way. 

PIH is proposing a two-tiered approach which has been successful in curtailing illegal activities at 
Cherry Point in the past.  First, we would like to continue our efforts to educate the public by 
installing accurate signage making clear that property not directly on the County right-of-way is 
private and closed to the public.  And second, we would like to put in place a temporary closure 
ordinance such as ORD.#2001-53 and ORD.#2002-001.  These ordinances temporarily closed 
Aldergrove Road, Gulf Road, Lonseth Road and Henry Road due to frequent trespassing and 
illegal dumping activity; both ordinances are attached to this letter.  We request a similar 
ordinance temporarily closing the southern section of Gulf Road from the corner of Henry Road 
adjacent to the currently installed gate at Henry Road as depicted in Exhibit B.  PIH will have the 
responsibility for constructing gates, coordinating access for emergency vehicles, authorized 
personnel and affected adjacent property owners, and for removing the gates at the end of the 
closure. 

Regarding signage, PIH requests the County post signs that accurately describes their right-of-
way at Gulf Road.  This can be seen throughout the County as a means of notifying the public of 
what is expected.  Signage should state, for example: (a) “End of County Right of Way, No 
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Outlet” (b) “No Public Access”, (c) “No Beach Fires Permitted”; and (d) Day Use Permitted on 
Whatcom County Right-of-Way Only.” These signs are necessary to curb illegal and dangerous 
activities that are currently being facilitated by the County’s right-of-way at Gulf Road. 

We believe there is support for a temporary closure ordinance and accurate signage providing 
clarity at Gulf Road from Whatcom County Sheriff’s Office, Whatcom County Fire District #7, and 
adjacent landowners.  The closure could still allow for pedestrian access on the County right-of-
way but eliminate the vehicular access stemming illegal activity at Gulf Road.  It also would help 
alleviate the immediate need for the County to repair the washed-out section of Gulf Road that 
is causing encroachment from public vehicular use onto PIH’s property. 

PIH has had a standing no trespass letter filed with Whatcom County Sheriff’s Office.  But 
neither the Whatcom County Sheriff’s Office nor Whatcom County Fire District #7 have the 
resources to dedicate patrol officers to monitor the illegal activities on an ongoing basis or 
respond to fires left burning on the County right-of-way and private property in this area.  The 
unfettered public access may create liability for both the County and PIH as landowners.  As 
private landowners, we owe no duty to trespassers except to refrain from causing willful or 
wanton injury.  Nonetheless, we do not want to see accidents or illegal activities at Gulf Road, 
and we want to stop destruction of private property and impacts to the environment caused by 
the illegal activities. 

Please find enclosed the following documents to facilitate your consideration of PIH’s request 
for temporary closure of Gulf Road: 

• Exhibit A: Legal Description 

• Exhibit B: Maps and Exhibits 

• Exhibit C: Proposed Draft Ordinance 

• Exhibit D: Existing Ordinances: Whatcom County Ordinance No 2001-053, Whatcom 
County Ordinance No 2002-001 

• Exhibit E: Pacific International Holdings letter to WCSO 
 
We sincerely appreciate County Public Works working with us to resolve the health, safety, 
security and trespassing issues at Gulf Road. 

Sincerely, 

 

Skip Sahlin 
Vice President, Project Development 
 
Enclosures 
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Exhibit A: Legal Description 

GULF ROAD CLOSURE LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

 

THAT PORTION OF THE GULF ROAD (COUNTY ROAD NO. 340) RIGHT OF WAY SITUATED IN 
NORTHEAST QUARTER OF SECTION 19, TOWNSHIP 39 NORTH, RANGE 1 EAST OF W.M., LYING 
SOUTH OF THE SOUTH MARGIN OF HENRY ROAD RIGHT OF WAY AND WEST OF THE PORTION 
OF VACATED GULF ROAD  PER AUDITOR’S FILE NO. 940510068. 

THE NORTH/SOUTH PORTION OF GULF ROAD RIGHT OF WAY IS 50 FEET WIDE FROM HENRY 
ROAD TO THE INTERSECTION OF THE STRAIT OF GEORGIA.   

THE WEST/EAST PORTION OF GULF ROAD RIGHT OF WAY PARALLEL WITH THE SHORE OF THE 
STRAIT OF GEORGIA IS 40 FEET WIDE AS ESTABLISHED BY DEED PER AUDITOR’S FILE NO 510394. 
CENTERLINE OF THIS 40 FOOT WIDE RIGHT OF WAY WAS ESTABLISHED BY ASBUILT LOCATION 
OF EXISTING ROADWAY. 

CONTAINING 148,742 SQUARE FEET (3.4 ACRES)-MORE OR LESS. 

 

SITUATE IN WHATCOM COUNTY, WASHINGTON. 

 

 

SEE ATTACHED EXHIBIT “B” 
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Exhibit B: Maps and Exhibits 
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Exhibit C: Proposed Draft Ordinance 

<Remaining page is blank> 

 



SPONSORED BY: ________   

PROPOSED BY: Public Works   

INTRODUCTION DATE: _________   

 

ORDINANCE NO. __________  

 

ORDERING THE TEMPORARY CLOSURE OF GULF ROAD SOUTH OF HENRY ROAD 

 

WHEREAS, the Whatcom County Council has been requested by Pacific International 

Holdings to close a portion of Gulf Road south of Henry Road (a “County right-of-way”), as depicted 

and described on attached Exhibits A and B, for public health, safety, security, and liability reasons; 

and  
 

WHEREAS, the closure is requested due to pervasive dumping, abandoned vehicles, alcohol and 

drug use, the discharging of firearms, unauthorized fires, destruction of private property and trespass 

(hereinafter,  “illegal activities”), having taken place along that portion of County’s right-of-way and on 

adjoining vacant private properties for many years; and 

 

WHEREAS, the increased frequency of illegal activities on the County’s right of way and on the 

adjoining vacant private properties create significant threats to public health, safety, environmental 

damage and liability on both the County right-of-way and adjoining properties; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Whatcom County Sheriff’s Office has dispatched Sheriff’s Deputies to the 

area on numerous occasions over the years at taxpayers’ expense to respond to the illegal activities and 

has indicated support for a closure to conserve Sherriff’s Office resources; and 
 

 WHEREAS, Whatcom County Fire District #7 has been forced to utilize public resources to 

respond to fires set on both the County right-of-way and by trespassers on private adjoining properties; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the affected adjacent property owners have indicated support for the closure; and 
 

WHEREAS, law enforcement, private security and adjacent property owners efforts to stop the 

illegal activities have been ineffective; and 

 

WHEREAS, the County right-of-way dead ends and there are no residential structures along the 

County right-of-way, and 

 

 WHEREAS, the closure of a portion of the County’s right-of-way will not eliminate pedestrian 

public access to the County right-of-way, but will restrict vehicular traffic to emergency vehicles and 

authorized personnel; and 

 

WHEREAS, Whatcom County Public Works will install accurate signage notifying the public 

that the property not directly on the County right-of-way is private and closed to the public; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Pacific International Holdings shall bear the responsibility for constructing gates, 

coordinating access for emergency vehicles, authorized personnel and affected adjacent property 

owners, and for removing the gates at the end of the closure; and 



 

 WHEREAS, Whatcom County shall bear the responsibility for maintaining the County’s 

infrastructure, namely Gulf Road, any easements and appurtenant structures within the County right- 

of-way, in the current surveyed position and condition or better throughout the period of the closure, 

and Pacific International Holdings shall ensure the County has access to that portion of Gulf Road 

subject to the closure to do any required maintenance or repair; and 

 

 WHEREAS, nothing herein shall be construed to obviate or limit the right of Pacific 

International Holdings at a future date to petition for vacation under RCW 36.87.130 of the portion of 

Gulf Road subject to this Ordinance; and 

 

WHEREAS, the County Council held a public hearing on the proposed closure on 

___________ ___, 2021, and is authorized to close the road according to the provisions of RCW 

36.32.120. 

 

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED by the Whatcom County Council that the Public 
Works Department of Whatcom County is hereby directed, subject to further consideration for re-

establishing access for adjoining property owners, to close a portion of Gulf Road south of Henry Road. 

 

 ADOPTED this ________ day of _________, 2021. 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

_________________________________ 

Council Clerk  

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

 

 

_________________________________ 

Civil Deputy Prosecutor 

WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL 

WHATCOM COUNTY, WASHINGTON 

 

 

______________________________________ 

Council Chair 

 

( ) Approved    ( ) Denied 

______________________________________ 

County Executive 

Date: _____________ 

 

 

 

 

  



EXHIBIT “A” 

 

GULF ROAD CLOSURE LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

 

THAT PORTION OF THE GULF ROAD (COUNTY ROAD NO. 340) RIGHT OF WAY SITUATED 

IN NORTHEAST QUARTER OF SECTION 19, TOWNSHIP 39 NORTH, RANGE 1 EAST OF W.M., 

LYING SOUTH OF THE SOUTH MARGIN OF HENRY ROAD RIGHT OF WAY AND WEST OF 

THE PORTION OF VACATED GULF ROAD  PER AUDITOR’S FILE NO. 940510068. 

THE NORTH/SOUTH PORTION OF GULF ROAD RIGHT OF WAY IS 50 FEET WIDE FROM 

HENRY ROAD TO THE INTERSECTION OF THE STRAIT OF GEORGIA.   

THE WEST/EAST PORTION OF GULF ROAD RIGHT OF WAY PARALLEL WITH THE SHORE 

OF THE STRAIT OF GEORGIA IS 40 FEET WIDE AS ESTABLISHED BY DEED PER AUDITOR’S 

FILE NO 510394. CENTERLINE OF THIS 40 FOOT WIDE RIGHT OF WAY WAS ESTABLISHED 

BY ASBUILT LOCATION OF EXISTING ROADWAY. 

CONTAINING 148,742 SQUARE FEET (3.4 ACRES)-MORE OR LESS. 

 

SITUATE IN WHATCOM COUNTY, WASHINGTON. 

 

 

SEE ATTACHED EXHIBIT “B” 
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Exhibit D: Existing Ordinances: Whatcom County Ordinance No 2001-
053, Whatcom County Ordinance No 2002-001 

<Remaining page is blank> 
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Exhibit E: Pacific International Holdings letter to WCSO 

<Remaining page is blank> 
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April 2, 2021 

Whatcom County Sheriff’s Office 
Attn: Station Deputy 
311 Grand Avenue 
Bellingham, WA  98225 
 
RE: No Trespassing Letter - Pacific International Holdings Property at Cherry Point 

Dear Whatcom County Sheriff’s Office (“WCSO”), 

Pacific International Holdings, LLC (“PIH”) owns 1097-acres of uplands and 14-acres of tidelands within 
the Cherry Point Industrial District in Whatcom County, Washington State (the “Property”).  The 
Property is adjacent to the BP Cherry Point Refinery and ALCOA Intalco Works.  A boundary map of the 
property can be found in Exhibit A and parcel numbers can be found in Exhibit B.  I am writing on behalf 
the of the company to reaffirm our May 19, 2020 “No Trespassing” letter is still on file with WCSO.  All 
the Property in the exhibits are privately held.  There is no public access agreement to the Property. 

The Property owner does not allow for trespass, cutting firewood, setting beach fires, dumping, access 
for ATVs, hunting or the use of firearms, alcohol or drugs on the Property. 

We want to stop unauthorized uses of the Property.  Areas of specific concern are at the Gulf Road 
beach and behind the gates at Henry Road and Lonseth Road.  The Property owners do not have a 
cooperative hunting agreement with Washington Department of Fish & Wildlife and do not have a 
public access agreement to use any of the Property, including uplands, shoreline and tidelands.  
Whatcom County (“County”) has a 40’ easement across PIH’s property for the Gulf Road, see Exhibit C 
and enclosed record of survey filed with the County.  There is no public access granted beyond this 40’ 
right of way.  Any parking needs to be done within the County right of way.  The County also has a 
temporary closure ordinance on Henry and Lonseth Roads.  There is no public access beyond the County 
right of way behind those gates. 

We are working to control unauthorized and illegal uses of the Property and are requesting extra patrols 
from WCSO to help reduce incidents of trespass.  These activities pose a security risk to the neighboring 
property owners, their facilities, employees and a safety risk to our employees and contractors working 
on the site, in addition to creating damage to the Property and a liability issue.  To protect the Property, 
we continue to replace the No Trespassing, No Parking and No Hunting signs that have been removed or 
damaged. 

If the WCSO has questions or want to discuss security issues at Cherry Point, please don’t hesitate to call 
me at (206) 654-3510.  Thank you for your assistance. 

Sincerely, 

 
Skip Sahlin 
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cc: BP Cherry Point FSO 
 Whatcom County Fire District #7 
 
Enclosures: May 19, 2020 Whatcom County Sheriff’s Office “No Trespass” Letter 

ALTA Record of Survey Pg. 14 Gulf Road 
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Exhibit A: Pacific International Holdings Parcel Map 
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Exhibit B: Pacific International Holdings Parcels 

Property Upland Tideland

# ID Township X Y Acre Acre Type Ownership

1 87578 0390117 473 110 71.00 0.00 9130 Pacific International Holdings, LLC

2 87567 0390117 067 334 177.72 0.00 9130 Pacific International Holdings, LLC

3 87570 0390117 205 467 148.46 0.00 9130 Pacific International Holdings, LLC

4 87566 0390117 065 466 510.29 0.00 4911 Pacific International Holdings, LLC

5 87585 0390118 117 050 22.51 0.00 9130 Pacific International Holdings, LLC

6 87591 0390119 198 377 0.00 2.39 9350 Pacific International Holdings, LLC

7 87592 0390119 199 451 6.12 0.00 9130 Pacific International Holdings, LLC

8 87593 0390119 214 451 5.53 0.00 9130 Pacific International Holdings, LLC

9 87594 0390119 246 354 0.00 3.73 9350 Pacific International Holdings, LLC

10 87595 0390119 252 449 26.12 0.00 4811 Pacific International Holdings, LLC

11 87596 0390119 298 423 15.02 1.38 9130 Pacific International Holdings, LLC

12 87597 0390119 327 425 11.42 0.91 9130 Pacific International Holdings, LLC

13 87598 0390119 349 425 11.95 0.85 9130 Pacific International Holdings, LLC

14 87599 0390119 388 424 27.76 1.71 4811 Pacific International Holdings, LLC

15 87600 0390119 424 335 0.52 0.00 9130 Pacific International Holdings, LLC

16 87601 0390119 438 360 10.47 1.25 9130 Pacific International Holdings, LLC

17 87603 0390119 454 299 0.63 0.58 9110 Pacific International Holdings, LLC

18 87604 0390119 469 346 6.66 1.04 9130 Pacific International Holdings, LLC

19 87589 0390119 092 500 32.63 0.00 9130 Pacific International Holdings, LLC

20 87590 0390119 172 456 11.96 0.00 9130 Pacific International Holdings, LLC

21 112880 0395124 546 546 0.30 0.00 9130 Pacific International Holdings, LLC

Total 1097.07 13.84

Cherry Point Property

Pacific International Holdings, LLC
Parcel
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Exhibit C: Record of Survey, Whatcom County 40’ Right of Way Gulf Road 
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May 19, 2020 

 
Whatcom County Sheriff’s Office 
Attn: Station Deputy 
311 Grand Avenue 
Bellingham, WA  98225 
 
RE: No Trespassing Letter - Pacific International Holdings Property at Cherry Point 

Dear Whatcom County Sheriff’s Office (“WCSO”), 

Following up on WSCO’s May 11, 2020 request for submitting a “No Trespassing” letter (see Exhibit A), 
Pacific International Holdings, LLC (“PIH”) owns 1097-acres of uplands and 14-acres of tidelands within 
the Cherry Point Industrial District in Whatcom County, Washington State (the “Property”).  The 
Property is adjacent to the BP Cherry Point Refinery and ALCO Intalco Works.  A boundary map of the 
property can be found in Exhibit B and a list of parcel numbers can be found in Exhibit C.  All the 
Property in the exhibits are privately held.  There are no public access agreements to the Property. 

The Property has been experiencing an increase in unauthorized uses and trespassing specifically at the 
Gulf Road beach and behind the gate at Henry Road.  We have reported illegal dumping, abandoned 
vehicle, cutting firewood, setting beach fires, property destruction by ATVs and 4x4 trucks and the use 
of firearms, alcohol and drugs on the Property.  The Property owners do not allow any of these 
activities. 

Please note, the Property owners do not have a cooperative hunting agreement with Washington 
Department of Fish & Wildlife and do not have a public access agreement to any of our property, 
including upland, shoreline and tidelands.  Whatcom County has a 40’ easement across PIH’s property 
for the Gulf Road.  There is no public access granted beyond this 40’ right of way.  We are working to 
control unauthorized and illegal uses of our property and are requesting extra patrols from Whatcom 
County Sheriff to help reduce incidents of trespass.  Currently we have three open case numbers.  They 
are: 

• 20A14087 Hit and run, Trespass 

• 20A14205 Trespass 

• 20A14169 Cutting wood 

These activities pose a security risk to the neighboring property owners, their facilities, employees and a 
safety risk to our employees and contractors working on the site, in addition to creating damage to the 
Property and a liability issue.  To protect the Property, we are replacing the No Trespassing, No Parking 
and No Hunting signs that have been removed or damaged. 

If the WCSO has questions or want to discuss security issues at Cherry Point, please don’t hesitate to call 
me at (206) 654-3510.  Thank you for your assistance. 
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Sincerely, 

 
Skip Sahlin 
 
cc: BP Cherry Point FSO 
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Exhibit A: WSCO Letter Request 

-----Original Message----- 
From: crimereport@co.whatcom.wa.us <crimereport@co.whatcom.wa.us>  

Sent: Monday, May 11, 2020 11:45 AM 

To: Skip Sahlin <Skip.Sahlin@SSAMarine.com> 

Subject: Crime Report Incident 

 

We are unable to accept the report you recently filed with the Sheriff's 

Office.  The reviewing deputy made the following comments regarding the 

reason for not accepting the report:  

 

Good Morning Sir, 

Please submit a "No Trespassing" letter and mail the hard copy to: 

Whatcom County Sheriff's Office 

311 Grand Ave. 

Bellingham, WA.98225 

Attn: Station Deputy 

 

WCSO requires a written letter on file.  Thank you and have a great day. 

 

Thank you. 

 

-----Original Message----- 

From: crimereport@co.whatcom.wa.us <crimereport@co.whatcom.wa.us>  

Sent: Friday, May 8, 2020 4:28 PM 

To: Skip Sahlin <Skip.Sahlin@SSAMarine.com> 

Subject: Crime Report Incident 

 

Thank you for using our online reporting system.  Your report has been 

received by the Sheriff's Office, and will be reviewed as soon as possible.  

 

 If further information is necessary you will be contacted by either phone or 

email. If you need to contact the Sheriff's Office please call 360-778-6600. 

 

mailto:crimereport@co.whatcom.wa.us
mailto:crimereport@co.whatcom.wa.us
mailto:Skip.Sahlin@SSAMarine.com
mailto:crimereport@co.whatcom.wa.us
mailto:crimereport@co.whatcom.wa.us
mailto:Skip.Sahlin@SSAMarine.com
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Exhibit B: Pacific International Holdings Parcel Map 
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Exhibit C: Pacific International Holdings Parcels 

Property Upland Tideland

# ID Township X Y Acre Acre Type Ownership

1 87578 0390117 473 110 71.00 0.00 9130 Pacific International Holdings, LLC

2 87567 0390117 067 334 177.72 0.00 9130 Pacific International Holdings, LLC

3 87570 0390117 205 467 148.46 0.00 9130 Pacific International Holdings, LLC

4 87566 0390117 065 466 510.29 0.00 4911 Pacific International Holdings, LLC

5 87585 0390118 117 050 22.51 0.00 9130 Pacific International Holdings, LLC

6 87591 0390119 198 377 0.00 2.39 9350 Pacific International Holdings, LLC

7 87592 0390119 199 451 6.12 0.00 9130 Pacific International Holdings, LLC

8 87593 0390119 214 451 5.53 0.00 9130 Pacific International Holdings, LLC

9 87594 0390119 246 354 0.00 3.73 9350 Pacific International Holdings, LLC

10 87595 0390119 252 449 26.12 0.00 4811 Pacific International Holdings, LLC

11 87596 0390119 298 423 15.02 1.38 9130 Pacific International Holdings, LLC

12 87597 0390119 327 425 11.42 0.91 9130 Pacific International Holdings, LLC

13 87598 0390119 349 425 11.95 0.85 9130 Pacific International Holdings, LLC

14 87599 0390119 388 424 27.76 1.71 4811 Pacific International Holdings, LLC

15 87600 0390119 424 335 0.52 0.00 9130 Pacific International Holdings, LLC

16 87601 0390119 438 360 10.47 1.25 9130 Pacific International Holdings, LLC

17 87603 0390119 454 299 0.63 0.58 9110 Pacific International Holdings, LLC

18 87604 0390119 469 346 6.66 1.04 9130 Pacific International Holdings, LLC

19 87589 0390119 092 500 32.63 0.00 9130 Pacific International Holdings, LLC

20 87590 0390119 172 456 11.96 0.00 9130 Pacific International Holdings, LLC

21 112880 0395124 546 546 0.30 0.00 9130 Pacific International Holdings, LLC

Total 1097.07 13.84

Cherry Point Property

Pacific International Holdings, LLC
Parcel
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