




• Definition of refugee under U.S. 
law: “a person fleeing his or her 
country because of persecution 
or a well-founded fear of 
persecution on account of race, 
religion, nationality, 
membership in a particular 
social group, or political 
opinion.”
• Refugees reside in “third 

countries” (not the U.S. and not 
their countries of origin)
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• Refugees arrive with the full 
knowledge, support and 
involvement of the U.S. 
government
• Extensive vetting
• Work eligibility
• Residency/citizenship
• Eligibility for services
• Financial support



• Housing: Refugee arrivals do not draw on 
public/subsidized housing.  
• Economy
• 77.1% of refugees are working-age (vs. 50% of 

U.S.-born) 
• 13% of refugees are entrepreneurs (vs. 9% of 

U.S.-born)
• On average, after 8 years, refugees pay more in 

taxes than they receive in benefits



• The economy question
• Multiple studies have shown that 

refugees end up being an economic 
net positive to regions where they 
are resettled
• Europe example:  



https://www.migrationpolicy.org/programs/data-
hub/charts/us-annual-refugee-resettlement-ceilings-and-number-refugees-
admitted-united

https://advances.sciencemag.org/content/4/6/eaaq0883

https://www.nber.org/system/files/working_papers/w23498/w23498.pdf

http://research.newamericaneconomy.org/wp-
content/uploads/sites/2/2017/11/NAE_Refugees_V6.pdf

http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=524605

https://www.migrationpolicy.org/programs/data-hub/charts/us-annual-refugee-resettlement-ceilings-and-number-refugees-admitted-united
https://advances.sciencemag.org/content/4/6/eaaq0883
https://www.nber.org/system/files/working_papers/w23498/w23498.pdf
http://research.newamericaneconomy.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2017/11/NAE_Refugees_V6.pdf
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=524605



