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1-11-2021  

 
  

PROPOSED BY: Planning & Development Services 
INTRODUCTION DATE: ______________ 

 

 
ORDINANCE NO. ______________ 

 

 
ADOPTING AMENDMENTS TO THE  

COUNTYWIDE PLANNING POLICIES 
 
 WHEREAS, The Whatcom County Planning Commission held a public hearing 
and issued recommendations on the proposed amendments; and  
 

 WHEREAS, The County Council considered Planning Commission 
recommendations; 

 
 WHEREAS, The County Council held a public hearing; and 
 

 WHEREAS, The County Council hereby adopts the following findings of fact: 

 
FINDINGS OF FACT 
 

 

1. The proposal is to adopt Countywide Planning Policies (incorporated into 

Appendix C of the Whatcom County Comprehensive Plan) relating to: 

 

a. Review and Evaluation Program (also known as “Buildable Lands”); 

and 

 

b. Dispute Resolution Procedures. 

 

2. Notice of the subject amendments was submitted to the Washington State 
Department of Commerce on April 20, 2020. 

 
3. WAC 197-11-800 categorically exempts procedural actions from State 

Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) review.  The SEPA Official determined 

that the subject proposal is exempt as a procedural action on April 21, 
2020.   

 
4. The subject Countywide Planning Policies were posted on the County 

website on April 20, 2020. 
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5. Notice of the Planning Commission hearing was published in the 
Bellingham Herald on August 28, 2020. 

 
6. Notice of the Planning Commission hearing was posted on the County 

website as of August 28, 2020. 

 
7. Notice of the Planning Commission hearing was sent to citizens, media, 

cities, and other groups on the County’s e-mail list. 

 
8. The Planning Commission held a public hearing on the subject 

amendments on September 10, 2020. 

 
9. The Growth Management Act (GMA), originally approved by the State 

Legislature in 1990-91, required the County to adopt countywide planning 
policies in cooperation with the Cities (RCW 36.70A.040 and RCW 
36.70A.210). 

 
10. The GMA states countywide planning policies are used “. . . solely for 

establishing a countywide framework from which county and city 
comprehensive plans are developed and adopted pursuant to this chapter. 
This framework shall ensure that city and county comprehensive plans are 

consistent . . .” (RCW 36.70A.210(1)). 
 

11. The County Council adopted the original countywide planning policies in 
April 1993 (Resolution 93-024). 

 
12. The County Council amended the countywide planning policies in March 

1997 (Resolution 97-011). 

 
13. The County Council amended the countywide planning policies in January 

2005 (Ordinance 2005-022). 
 

14. The Washington State Legislature approved Engrossed Second Substitute 

Senate Bill 5254 relating to the Growth Management Act’s “Review and 
Evaluation” program requirements in 2017.  This legislation imposes new 

requirements that Whatcom County must address, in close coordination 
with the cities, over the next several years.   

 

15. The GMA now requires Whatcom County to “. . . adopt, in consultation 
with its cities, countywide planning policies to establish a review and 

evaluation program. . . (RCW 36.70A.215(1)). 
 

16. The GMA also requires methods for resolving disputes among jurisdictions 

relating to these countywide planning policies (RCW 36.70A.215(2)(c)). 
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17. The City/County Planner Group formulated the subject countywide 

planning policies to address the GMA-mandated Review and Evaluation 
Program requirements.   

 
18. The City/County Planner Group recommended that the Dispute Resolution 

Procedures should apply to any countywide planning issue rather than only 

matters relating to the Review and Evaluation Program.  Therefore, the 
Dispute Resolution Procedures are separate and distinct from the Review 

and Evaluation Program policies. 
 

19. The County Executive initiated these Countywide Planning Policies for 

review pursuant to an interlocal agreement between the County and Cities 
(Whatcom County Contract No. 202007014). 

 
20. The Planning Commission recommended approval of the CWPPs on 

September 10, 2020.   

 
21. The County Council passed a motion on October 13, 2020 to send final 

draft Countywide Planning Policy amendments to the cities for review and 
approval.   

 
22. The seven city councils concurred with the Countywide Planning Policies in 

November and December 2020. 

 
23. GMA Planning Goal 11, relating to citizen participation and coordination, is 

to “Encourage the involvement of citizens in the planning process and 
ensure coordination between communities and jurisdictions to reconcile 
conflicts” (RCW 36.70A.020(11)). 

 
24. The subject Countywide Planning Policies include the concepts of 

coordination and cooperative relationships between the County and Cities 

consistent with the GMA. 

 
 
CONCLUSION 

 
The subject Countywide Planning Policies are consistent with the GMA and are in 

the public interest. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Whatcom County Council that: 
 

Section 1. The Countywide Planning Policies are hereby adopted as shown on 
Exhibit A. 

 

Section 2.  Adjudication of invalidity of any of the sections, clauses, or 
provisions of this ordinance shall not affect or impair the validity of the 

ordinance as a whole or any part thereof other than the part so declared to be 
invalid. 

 

 
 

ADOPTED this ________ day of ______________, 2021. 
   
    

WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL 
WHATCOM COUNTY, WASHINGTON 

 
ATTEST:   

 
 
 

 
 

Dana Brown-Davis, Council Clerk  Barry Buchanan, Chairperson 
 
 

 
APPROVED as to form:    ( ) Approved     ( ) Denied 

 
 
 

 
/s/ Royce Buckingham 

   
Civil Deputy Prosecutor    Satpal Sidhu, Executive 
 

 
       Date:    ______________________ 


