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       PROPOSED BY:    DONOVAN 
       INTRODUCED: NOVEMBER 24, 2020 

 
RESOLUTION NO:____________ 

 
AFFIRMING CONFIDENCE IN ELECTION RESULTS  

 
 WHEREAS, democracy cannot function without public confidence in election results; 
and,  
 
 WHEREAS, absentee voting by mail has been used in most US states for decades, and is 
an established, safe, and legitimate way to conduct elections; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the State of Oregon has used voting by mail in federal elections since 1995; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the State of Washington used voting by mail for decades; and 
 
 WHEREAS, as documented in Exhibit A, US Department of Justice study of incidents and 
complaints reported to state election agencies found criminal voter fraud rare and episodic; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, as documented in Exhibit A, another study of voting by mail matching voted 
absentee ballots to death records found no evidence that election fraud was committed under 
the auspices of deceased registrants; and 
 
 WHEREAS, as documented in Exhibit A, another study of data obtained from the 
California Secretary of State's Election Fraud Unit, spanning 1994 – 2003, identified 1285 fraud 
complaints, most of which involved registration issues.  Only 13 involved voting by mail; and 
 
 WHEREAS, as documented in Exhibit A, during that decade when there were only 13 
identified allegations of absentee vote fraud in California, approximately 25,000,000 absentee 
votes were cast in California by mail; and 
 
 WHEREAS, as documented in Exhibit A, yet another study based on an exhaustive public 
records search found that from 2000 – 2012 the number of voter fraud cases in the US was 
"infinitesimal." Of this infinitesimal amount there were 491 cases of absentee ballot fraud; and 
 
 WHEREAS, that study identified 491 documented cases out of hundreds of millions of 
ballots cast; and 
 
 WHEREAS, as documented in Exhibit A, yet another study searching LexisNexis for 
reported incidences of criminal cases of election fraud between 2000 and 2005 found "only 
nine cases" that "involved a relatively small number of votes," largely isolated in local elections 
in the US south, where few votes were cast; and 
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 WHEREAS, given these observations, it may be more likely for an American to be struck 
by lighting than to commit voter fraud; and 
 
 WHEREAS, as documented in Exhibit A, yet another study analyzing voting from 1996 to 
2018 in the United States concluded that voting by mail has neutral partisan effects, favoring 
neither political party; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the head of the US Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency 
overseeing US elections stated the 2020 election, including voting by mail, was the most secure 
in US history; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Secretary of State of Washington has likewise expressed full confidence 
in voting by mail and election results in this state in 2020, consistent with fair and legitimate 
results in this state in previous years; and 
 
 WHEREAS, a majority of members of the Whatcom County Council have, at various 
points, had opportunities to serve on the Whatcom County Canvasing Board, including 
members affiliated with both major political parties; and 
 
 WHEREAS, service on the Canvasing Board provides Council with first-hand exposure to 
unbiased, neutral, professional administration of elections in the United States; and  
 
 WHEREAS, as documented in Exhibit A, research finds that public perceptions of voter 
fraud, and media accounts of voter fraud, reflect perceived levels of voter fraud far in excess of 
the rare, actual occurrences of voter fraud; and 
 
 WHEREAS, as documented in Exhibit A, these public perceptions of fraud reflect 
allegations of fraud promoted by partisan officials, rather than actual occurrences of fraud that 
may affect election results; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the outgoing President of the United States has contributed these 
perceptions by claiming, without evidence, that the 2016 election results were "rigged", and 
illegitimate; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the outgoing President of the United States is further contributing to 
delegitimizing America's democratic processes by claiming, without evidence, that results of the 
2020 presidential election were fraudulent by promoting baseless claims about alleged voter 
fraud committed via voting by mail; and 
 
 WHEREAS, a major party candidate for Governor of Washington, and the candidate's 
campaign manager are also alleging, without evidence, that Washington's 2020 election results 
were fraudulent, and illegitimate; and 
 
 WHEREAS, a state legislator representing Whatcom County notes having "deep 
suspicions" in Washington state election results due to voting-by-mail, and claims that voting by 
mail results in distrust of elections in Washington state that can only be cured by returning to 
in-person voting, and 



 3 

 
 WHEREAS, it is vital to democracy and democratic norms that elected officials of any 
political affiliation instill confidence in elections by affirming that election results are true and 
legitimate, regardless of who is found to win or lose; so 
 
 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Whatcom County Council affirms its confidence 
in the validity and integrity of votes cast by mail in Whatcom County, and in Washington state; 
and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Whatcom County Council affirms that election 
results certified by the Whatcom County Auditor and the Washington Secretary of State, 
accurately reflect the results of free and fair elections untainted by fraud; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Whatcom County Council affirms that 2020 election 
results in other states and localities using voting by mail likewise accurately reflect the results 
of a free and fair elections, as did results from those states in recent, previous elections. 
 
 APPROVED this day of ___ of ____________, 2020.  
 

 WHATCOM COUNTY HEALTH BOARD CHAIR 
ATTEST:             WHATCOM COUNTY, WASHINGTON  
 
_________________________________          ______________________________ 
Dana Brown-Davis, Clerk of the Council                     Barry Buchanan, Council Chair  
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM:  
 
 ____________________  
Civil Deputy Prosecutor  
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Exhibit A 
 
Sources: 
 

Alvarez, R. M and F. Boehmke. 2008. Studying Election Fraud Allegations, in Alvarez, R. 
Michael, Thad Hall and Susan Hyde. (eds.) Election Fraud: Detecting and Deterring 
Electoral Manipulations. Brookings Institute. 
 
Ansolabehere, Stephen, and Nathaniel Persily. 2008. Vote Fraud is in the Eye of the 
Beholder: The Role of Public Opinion in the Challenge to Voter Identification 
Requirements. Harvard Law Review 121 (7): 1737–74. 
 
Atkeson, Lonna Rae. 2014. Voter Confidence in 2010: Local, State, and National Elections. 
In Election Administration in the United States: The State of Reform after Bush v. Gore, 
eds. R. Michael Alvarez and Bernard Grofman. New York: Cambridge University Press, 
102–19.  
 
Bailey, Dana. 2008. Federal Election Fraud Cases, in Alvarez, R. Michael, Thad Hall and 
Susan Hyde. (eds.) Election Fraud: Detecting and Deterring Electoral Manipulations. 
Brookings Institute. 
 
Bowler, Shaun and Todd Donovan. 2016. A Partisan Model of Electoral Reform: Voter 
Identification Laws and Confidence in State Elections. State Politics & Policy 
Quarterly, 16(3), 340–361.  
 
Bowman, Nick. ‘There will be lawsuits’: Culp campaign ramps up claims of voter fraud, 
refusal to concede.'  https://mynorthwest.com/2316038/loren-culp-claims-voter-fraud-
lawsuits/ 
 
California Secretary of State.  https://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/historical-absentee/ 
 
Cottrell, David, Michael C. Herron, and Sean J. Westwood. 2018. An exploration of Donald 
Trump's allegations of massive voter fraud in the 2016 General Election. Electoral 
Studies 51: 123-142. 
 
Ericksen, Doug.  Email to County Council, Nov. 12, 2020. 
 
Gronke, Paul, and James Hicks. 2009. Reexamining Voter Confidence as a Metric for 
Election Performance. Paper presented at the Midwest Political Science Association, 
Chicago, April. 
 
Hicks, W. D., McKee, S. C., Sellers, M. D., & Smith, D. A. 2015. A principle or a strategy? 
Voter identification laws and partisan competition in the American States. Political 
Research Quarterly, 68(1), 18-33. 
 

https://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/historical-absentee/
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Hood III, M. V., & Gillespie, W. 2012. They just do not vote like they used to: A 
methodology to empirically assess election fraud. Social Science Quarterly, 93(1), 76-94. 
Susan Hyde. (eds.) Election Fraud: Detecting and Deterring Electoral Manipulations. 
Brookings Institute.  
 
Minnite, L. C. 2011. The myth of voter fraud. Cornell University Press 
 
Thompson, Daniel et al. 2020. The Neutral Partisan Effects of Vote-by-Mail: Evidence from 
County-Level Roll-Outs. Stanford Institute for Economic Policy Research.  Working paper 
20-015. https://siepr.stanford.edu/sites/default/files/publications/20-015.pdf 
 
US Election Assistance Commission. 2006.  Election Crimes: An Initial Review. September. 
P. 10-11. 
 
Walter Cronkite School of Journalism and Mass Communication, Arizona State University. 
https://votingrights.news21.com/article/about/ 
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