
 
  

 PROPOSED BY: BYRD 1 
INTRODUCED: NOVEMBER 10, 2020  2 

 3 
RESOLUTION NO. 4 

 5 
REQUESTING THE COUNTY TRANSITION FROM PAPER TO DIGITAL AND DECREASE 6 

OUR ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT, STREAMLINE PROCESSES, SUPPORT 7 
TRANSPARENCY, AND CUT EXPENSES 8 

 9 
WHEREAS, the County is contracted to spend $740,018 to lease printers through the 10 

end of 2023; and 11 
 12 
WHEREAS, the County spent more than $190,000 on office supplies such as paper, 13 

pencils, pens, paperclips, staples, highlighters, and other such tools in 2019; and 14 
 15 
WHEREAS, the County spends an additional $6.06 per barrel to dispose of paper waste; 16 

and 17 
WHEREAS, the County incurs additional costs storing these physical documents; and 18 
 19 
WHEREAS, the conversion to digital will have a positive impact on the environment by 20 

decreasing the amount of office supply waste we send to landfills; and 21 
 22 
WHEREAS, the conversion to digital will help reduce the amount of carbon generated 23 

through the manufacturing, distribution, and disposal of these tools; and 24 
 25 
WHEREAS, converting to digital will save time by allowing staff to digitally search files 26 

for information versus physically search through boxes and reading documents; and 27 
 28 
WHEREAS, the conversion to digital helps prevent loss or damage to documents 29 

facilitating document retention and community transparency; and 30 
 31 
WHEREAS, converting to digital will allow the County to fulfill information requests 32 

more quickly and efficiently; and 33 
 34 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Whatcom County Council that Whatcom 35 

County will establish a plan to reduce paper usage by 90% over 2019 usage by the end of 36 
2023; and 37 

 38 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Administration is requested to work with all County 39 

departments to ensure their policies, procedures and practices are in alignment with the goal to 40 
eliminate paper; and 41 

 42 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Administration is requested to document the methods 43 

that will be used to achieve this goal; and 44 
 45 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Administration is requested to report back to Council 46 
annually on our progress towards achieving this goal. 47 
 48 

APPROVED this          day of                  , 2020. 49 
 50 

WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL 51 
ATTEST:      WHATCOM COUNTY, WASHINGTON 52 
 53 
_________________________________  _________________________________ 54 
Dana Brown-Davis, Clerk of the Council  Barry Buchanan, Council Chair 55 
 56 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 57 
 58 
_________________________________    59 
Civil Deputy Prosecutor     60 
 61 


