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Fund 1 Cost Center 1100 Originator: Cathy Halka3100Supp'l ID #

Status: Pending

Name of Request: Cascadia Law - Potential Fossil Fuel Litigation

Add'l FTE Priority 1

Object Object Description Amount RequestedCosts:

20202Year

Department Head Signature (Required on Hard Copy Submission)                      Date
X

6630 Professional Services $50,000

1a. Description of request:
Comprehensive Plan and Code amendments in the Cherry Point Industrial District are moving through the 
approval process with the Planning Commission and County Council. Whatcom County anticipates 
litigation in response to approvals of fossil fuel regulations. This supplemental request in the amount of 
$50,000 will provide funding for an initial contract amount of $25,000 and additional funds for future 
contract amendments as needed.

1b. Primary customers:
It is in the interest of all Whatcom County residents and businesses for the County to defend against  
litigation.

Whatcom County will need outside legal counsel to address potential litigation related to proposed fossil 
fuel regulations

3a. Options / Advantages:
The County has received letters from impacted businesses regarding potential litigation, and County legal 
staff recommends the County engage outside legal counsel with expertise in this specific topic.

4a. Outcomes:
The County will be prepared and able to address potential litigation.

4b. Measures:
Outside legal counsel will respond and guide the County through potential legal issues.

3b. Cost savings:
Adequate legal representation can save the County from potential settlement costs.

5a. Other Departments/Agencies:
This ASR will allow for services and expertise in this topic to assist County staff in responding to litigation.

5b. Name the person in charge of implementation and what they are responsible for:
Karen Frakes, Prosecuting Attorney's Office

6. Funding Source:
General Fund

2. Problem to be solved:

$50,000Request Total

Wednesday, September 02, 2020 Rpt: Rpt Suppl Regular









Supplemental Budget Request
Health Communicable Disease & Epidemiology

Fund 1 Cost Center 660410 Originator: Kathleen Roy3105Supp'l ID #

Status: Pending

Name of Request: COVID-19 Response - DOH Grant for Additional Staff

Add'l FTE Priority 1

Object Object Description Amount RequestedCosts:

20202Year

Department Head Signature (Required on Hard Copy Submission)                      Date
X

4332.9210 COVID-19 Assistance ($929,000)

6110 Regular Salaries & Wages $53,096

6120 Extra Help $250,000

6140 Overtime $5,000

6230 Social Security $6,887

6245 Medical Insurance $12,019

6255 Other H&W Benefits $1,544

6259 Worker's Comp-Interfund $546

6269 Unemployment-Interfund $69

6510 Tools & Equip $34,062

6610 Contractual Services $327,348

1a. Description of request:
There is additional new dedicated funding from the State for COVID-19 to augment CARES Act monies 
which end October 31, 2020. The WA State Department of Health has awarded the Health Department an 
additional CARES Act grant effective July 1 2020 through December 31, 2020 to support the Health 
Department’s response to the COVID-19 followed by an ELC (Epidemiology and Laboratory Capacity for 
Prevention and Control of Emerging Infectious Diseases) CARES Act Grant effective January 1, 2021 
through February 2022 to build local capacity for case investigations and contact tracing.. 

This funding will support the County’s COVID-19 response well into the next biennium without drawing 
down the General Fund.  The Health Department is now shifting from a reactive, emergency response 
approach to a more stable staffing model. We request three new fully grant-funded FTEs for key roles 
including two nurses and a communications specialist, along with added extra help capacity to continue 
the work to effectively slow the spread of the disease as much as possible. We will also transfer $20,000 
in current budget authority for staff working on this project.

The Communication Specialist request is in response to the sustained need for timely, reliable, and 
comprehensive communication and tools to reach residents and the media. While the intensity of COVID 
case burden has varied since March, the demand for regular communication locally has remained 
throughout and is tied to the success of prevention measures and the credibility of the Health Department 
and Whatcom County. This position will both provide additional support for communication and will 
provide time for staff in temporary communication positions to return to some of their regular duties, 
including in solid waste, child and family action plan work, and housing and homelessness contract 
monitoring. The Public Health Nurse request is in response to the need to expand capacity for Case and 
Contact Investigations and to provide 7 day/week support for Whatcom County residents needing Isolation 

($238,429)Request Total

Wednesday, September 02, 2020 Rpt: Rpt Suppl Regular
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Health Communicable Disease & Epidemiology

Fund 1 Cost Center 660410 Originator: Kathleen Roy3105Supp'l ID #

Status: Pending

and Quarantine support and monitoring. Both are essential to decrease the spread of COVID -19 in our 
county.

1b. Primary customers:
Whatcom County Residents who are directly or indirectly impacted by the Covid-19 pandemic crisis.

The COVID-19 pandemic has resulted in a health, economic and social crisis. Reopening our local 
economy and protecting the health of our residents depends upon our ability to mitigate the spread of the 
highly contagious and potentially life-threatening COVID-19 virus.

3a. Options / Advantages:
The ability to implement aggressive contact tracing, surveillance and testing will be fundamental to 
protecting vulnerable populations as Whatcom County takes steps to reopen and residents begin 
returning to their daily lives.

4a. Outcomes:
Increased staffing of nursing for the COVID-19 response will result in an enhanced ability to aggressively 
identify cases, conduct contact tracing and follow up, as well as implement appropriate containment 
measures. Nurses will also help effectively monitor high-risk settings, resulting in increased protection for 
vulnerable and high-risk populations. Communication support will result in increased information and data 
to residents, media and elected officials countywide, and additional volume of linguistically and culturally 
appropriate education materials and tools for organizations impacted by the virus.

4b. Measures:
90% of persons who test positive for Covid-19 will be contacted within 24 hours. 80% of persons in 
contact with someone who tested positive for Covid-19 will be identified and contacted within 48 hours. 
80% of persons in isolation and quarantine will be contacted daily. Outbreaks will be minimized and 
managed effectively in partnership with employers. Increased social media posts, information on website, 
media briefings, education materials, and other communication tools as needed.

3b. Cost savings:
Utilizing new COVID-19 funds will lessen the demand upon County General Funds to staff for mitigating 
the spread of the COVID-19 pandemic and improve the Health Department’s ability to assist the 
community in reopening as quickly and safely as possible.

5a. Other Departments/Agencies:
n/a

5b. Name the person in charge of implementation and what they are responsible for:
n/a

6. Funding Source:
Whatcom County CARES Act Grant and WA State Department of Health Consolidated Contract Cares 
Act Grant

2. Problem to be solved:

Wednesday, September 02, 2020 Rpt: Rpt Suppl Regular
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