WHATCOM COUNTY

Planning & Development Services
5280 Northwest Drive

Bellingham, WA 98226-9097
360-778-5900, TTY 800-833-6384
360-778-5901 Fax
PDS@whatcomcounty.us

Mark Personius, AICP
Director

Comprehensive Plan and/or
Development Regulation
Amendment Application

Date Received: File #:

Please check one or more of the following amendment types:

[J] comprehensive Plan Map

Comprehensive Plan Text

Development Regulation Map

N E

Development Regulation Text

This form should be used for proposed amendments to the following development
regulations in the Whatcom County Code:

Title 16 - Environment,

Title 20 - Zoning,

Title 21 - Land Division Regulations, and

Title 23 - Shoreline Management Program.

Topic of Proposed Amendment:

Whatcom County Six-Year Capital Improvement Program (Appendix F of the Whatcom
County Comprehensive Plan).
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A. General Information — All applicants must complete this section.

Applicant Name:_Whatcom County Planning & Development Services

Mailing Address: 2280 Northwest Dr. city Bellingham
State_ WA Zip Code_98226 Phone # (360) 778-5900
Email

Agent/Contact Name: Matt Aamot

Mailing Address: Same City
State Zip Code Phone #
Email

Please complete the questions below. Attach additional pages as needed

B. For Map Amendments
Parcel Information

Tax Parcel Number(s) (APN) N/A

Total Acreage - Gross N/A Net: N/A
Site Address _N/A
Township: N/A Range: N/A Section: N/A v, Section: N/A

Oowner Name N/A

Mailing Address: City
State Zip Code Phone #
Email

1. Existing Comprehensive Plan Designation: N/A

2. Existing Zoning Designation: N/A

3. Proposed Comprehensive Plan Designation: N/A

4. Proposed Zoning Designation: N/A

5. The Present Use of the Property is:

N/A
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6. The Intended Future Use of the Property is:
N/A

7. Surrounding Land Use:

N/A

8. Services:
Please provide the following information regarding the availability of services:

The site is currently served by: [] sewer U Septic

If sewer the purveyor is: N/A

The site is currently served by: [] Public Water System [ Well

If public water the purveyor is: N/A

The site is located on a: [_] Public Road |:| Private Road

Name of Road: N/A

Fire District #: N/A Name:
School District #: N/A Name:
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C. For Text Amendments:

Identify the sections of the Comprehensive Plan and/or development regulation that you are
proposing to change and provide the proposed wording.

The proposal involves reviewing and updating the capital facilities element of the
Whatcom County Comprehensive Plan, including the Six-Year Capital Improvement
Program for Whatcom County Facilities (Appendix F of the Whatcom County
Comprehensive Plan). The Six-Year Capital Improvement Program will be updated to
reflect new conditions and County priorities.

D. For All Amendments:

1. Why is the amendment needed and being proposed?

Whatcom County Comprehensive Plan Policy 4B-1 is to:

Maintain and update, on at least a biennial basis, a six-year capital improvement
program (CIP) that identifies projects, outlines a schedule, and designates realistic

funding sources for all county capital projects based on a review of population and
revenue conditions existing at that time.

The last update to the County’s Six-Year Capital Improvement Program (Appendix
F) was in 2018 under Ordinance # 2018-074. Therefore, it is due for an update in
2020.

2. How does the proposed amendment conform to the requirements of the Growth
Management Act?

The Growth Management Act (GMA), at RCW 36.70A.070(3), requires that the
Comprehensive Plan capital facilities plan must include an inventory, forecast of
future needs, expanded or new capital facilities, and six-year financing plan.

The Whatcom County captial facilities element will be updated, as necessary to
address these items, in 2020.

3. How is the proposed amendment consistent with the County-Wide Planning Policies
for Whatcom County?

County-Wide Planning Policy K-1 states: "As part of the comprehensive planning
process, the county and the cities shall identify appropriate land for public facilities
which meets the needs of the community. . ." The Whatcom County Six-Year Capital

Improvement Program is updated periodically in order to conduct on-going planning
for County facilities.
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4. How is the proposed amendment consistent with the Whatcom County
Comprehensive Plan?

Whatcom County Comprehensive Plan GOAL 4B is to: "Develop a six-year
financing program for capital facilities that meets the requirements of the GMA,
achieves the county's levels-of-service, and is within financial capability as
determined by projected financial resources."” The subject proposal is intended to
update the Capital Improvement Program to maintain compliance with the above
referenced Comp Plan goal for County facilities.

5. If within an Urban Growth Area, how is the proposed amendment consistent with
interlocal agreements between the County and the City?

The proposed amendment would modify the text of the Comprehensive Plan. Some
projects listed in the Comprehensive Plan are located within urban growth areas.
However, no conflicts with interlocal agreements have been identified at this time.

6. What changed conditions or further studies indicate a need for the amendment?

» With the passage of time, the inventory of existing County facilities should be
updated to include any facility changes during the past two years.

» County goals, policies and adopted level of service standards should be reviewed
in order to evaluate County facilities needed through the end of the new six-year
planning period, which is 2026.

* New County priorities and/or changed conditions may necessitate altering the list
of capital improvement projects and/or financing planned for the new six-year period
from 2021-2026.

7. How will the public interest be served by the amendment? Please address the factors
identified below.

e The anticipated effect upon the rate or distribution of population growth,
employment growth, development, and conversion of land as envisioned in the
Comprehensive Plan.

e The anticipated effect upon the ability of the County and/or other service
providers, such as cities, schools, water and/or sewer purveyors, fire districts,
and others as applicable, to provide adequate services and public facilities
including transportation facilities.
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e Anticipated impact upon designated agricultural, forest and mineral resource
lands.

The goal of capital facility planning is to ensure parks, government buildings,
correction facilities, roads, and other facilities will be adequate to serve the
people of Whatcom County. The proposal includes adoption of a Six-Year Capital
Improvement Program, which is a plan for providing County facilities over the
six-year period from 2021 to 2026, based upon projected population growth.
Therefore, the proposal should complement the County’s growth and
development plans. Adverse impacts to service providers have not been
identified. Additionally, the proposed text amendments should not harm resource
lands.

8. Does the amendment include or facilitate illegal spot zoning? [Jyes [C]No
Please explain.

No zoning amendments are proposed.

E. Supporting Information — Attach the Following:

A. A vicinity map showing property lines, roads, existing and proposed Comprehensive
Plan and Zoning designations. (This information is required for map amendments

only).

B. Mailing labels with names and mailing addresses of the owners of all property
included within the area proposed for re-designation and:

e For a map amendment within an existing urban growth area, mailing labels with
the typed address of each property owner within 300 feet of the external
boundaries of the subject property as shown by the records of the county
assessor.

e For a map amendment outside existing urban growth areas, mailing labels with
the typed address of each property owner within 1,000 feet of the external
boundaries of the subject property as shown by the records of the county
assessor.
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e For map amendments that involve rezoning property to an Airport Operations
District, mailing labels with the typed address of each property owner within
1,500 feet of the external boundaries of the subject property as shown by the
records of the county assessor.

e For map amendments that involve rezoning property to a Mineral Resource Land
(MRL) designation, mailing labels with the typed address of each property owner
within 2,000 feet of the external boundaries of the subject property as shown by
the records of the county assessor.

C. State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) Checklist

D. For Comprehensive Plan map amendments that propose to re-designate property to
a MRL designation, a Comprehensive Plan MRL Application Supplement form is
required.

F. Fees

Applicants pay a docketing fee when submitting an application and additional amendment
application fees if the County Council decides to docket the application. The Whatcom
County Code 22.10.020(3)(b) states that, when docketing an application, the county
council may waive the application fees if it finds the proposed amendment would clearly
benefit the community as a whole.

A. Are you requesting that the County Council waive the application fees?

[] Yes ] No

If so, please describe how the proposed amendment clearly benefits the community
as a whole.

Fees are not required pursuant to WCC 22.10.020.

NOTE: Fees will be assessed in accordance with the Whatcom County Unified Fee
Schedule (UFS) in effect at the time of application submittal. Please contact
Planning and Development Services to determine project specific fees. Click here
to see the 201972020 UFS.

Per UFS 2843 all permits and applications are subject to a Technology fee. The fee

is calculated on the permit/application fees due.
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E. Authorization

Signature of Applicant(s) or Agent:

Date:

Date:

Date:
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