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January 21, 2020  
Whatcom County Council  
Cc: Executive Satphal Sidhu  
 
Greetings,  

The Bellingham Public Schools Foundation makes a collective commitment to Bellingham’s 
children - we will empower every child to discover and develop a passion, contribute to their 
community, and achieve a fulfilling and productive life. Today we honor our commitment to 
Bellingham’s children by using our voice to advocate for a renewed focus and tangible supports at 
our county level. Please accept this letter as a show of support for those who envision a future in 
which all children are safe, healthy and ready to learn, and in which families are strong, stable, 
supported and welcomed by our community as a place to live, learn, work and play. We ask that 
you accept the recommendations put forth in the child action plan and allocate resources to 
implement the changes. We look forward to actively partnering to make this vision a reality. 

Every day we see families in crisis. Students that show up hungry, families have been 
severed, and every day educators teach through these traumas. The Bellingham Public 
Schools Foundation strives to equalize opportunity and to support students and families in 
crisis, helping every student to meet their unique potential.  

But none of that can solve the ongoing, systemic inequities that lead to the disparities 
children experience as they navigate towards graduation. A recent district-wide survey 
highlighted what we see in classrooms every day, that families need additional behavioral 
health supports for their children. That the supports aren’t there to ensure they can live 
up to their potential.  

We support the Child and Family Action Plan because Whatcom County needs a county-
wide approach to child and family well being that includes clear strategies to address key 
concerns in our community and that gives all children access to those social, emotional 
and academic skills that are essential to success.  Student success in the classroom must 
be a piece of a larger county-wide focus on health and wellness of children and families 
and we support a broad community effort to ensure: 

 
1) Availability of effective early learning within the context of full day childcare so that 

parents may work or pursue their education.    

2) Safe, stable and affordable housing is available for families and our workers;  

3) Behavioral health services are available and affordable for children and their families.  

We support the efforts of the Health Board, the Health Department and the 
Generations Forward Coalition in their creation of the Child and Family Action plan, and its 
adoption by our local governments.  
 
Sincerely,  

 

Kim Lund | Executive Director 
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January 24, 2020

Whatcom County Board of Health
311 Grand Avenue, Suite 105
Bellingham, WA 98225

Dear Board of Health Members,

The Bellingham and Whatcom County Housing Authorities fully support the Child and
Family Action Plan that you will be considering at your February 4, 2020 meeting. The
objectives of the Child and Family Action Plan are well aligned with our mission of
offering opportunities for people to thrive by ensuring access to quality, affordable
homes. We encourage you to adopt the Plan.

In addition to access to quality, affordable health care, the health of our neighbors and
community depends on a range of resources and services that must be available
throughout our community in order to create the conditions for health. We share the
vision of a community where all children are safe, healthy, and ready to learn, families
are strong, stable, and supported from the start, and communities are welcoming and
supportive places for children and families to live, learn, work, and play.

Whatcom County’s children and families cannot thrive without the services and
resources prioritized in the Child and Family Action Plan: safe and stable housing; safe,
accessible childcare and early learning opportunities; and accessible behavioral health
services for children and their families. We look forward to the opportunity to support
this work and to collaborate with you and our community partners to make the vision
set forth in the Plan a reality.

Thank you for your work and consideration.

Brien Thane
Executive Director/CEO

Administrative Office: (360) 676-6887 • FAX (360) 676-7696 • TDD (360) 676-2140

Maintenance Office: (360) 676-6893 • FAX (360) 738-7311



 

January 23, 2020 
 
 
Whatcom County Board of Health 
311 Grand Avenue, Suite 105 
Bellingham, WA  98225 
 
Dear Board of Health Members, 
 
I am writing to enthusiastically endorse the Child and Family Action Plan you will be considering 
for adoption at your February 4, 2020 meeting. 
 
As the Bellingham Regional Chamber of Commerce, our mission and 2020 policy agenda are 
strongly aligned with the objectives of the Child and Family Action Plan. We realize that the health 
of the people and communities we serve depends not only on access to quality, affordable health 
care but also on the resources and services available throughout our community that create the 
conditions for health. We share the vision of a community where all children are safe, healthy, and 
ready to learn, families are strong, stable, and supported from the start, and communities are 
welcoming and supportive places for children and families to live, learn, work, and play.   
 
Whatcom County’s children and families cannot thrive without the services and resources 
prioritized in the Child and Family Action Plan: 

• Safe and stable housing 
• Safe, accessible child care and early learning opportunities 
• Accessible behavioral health services for children and their families 

 
As an organization, we have been working for years to build the conversation regarding affordable 
and availability housing, specifically workforce housing, and childcare that is also both affordable 
and available. We look forward to the opportunity to support this work and to collaborate with you 
and our community partners to make the vision set forth in the Plan a reality. 
 
Thank you for your work and consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Guy Occhiogrosso 
President/CEO 
Bellingham Regional Chamber of Commerce 



 

 

 

January 13, 2020 

 

Whatcom County Public Health Advisory Board 
311 Grand Avenue, Suite 108 
Bellingham, WA 98225 
 

Dear Public Health Advisory Board Members, 

I am writing to whole-heartedly endorse the Child and Family Action Plan you will be considering for 

adoption at your February 4, 2020 meeting.  

At Interfaith Coalition, our vision of a community of many faiths working together to eliminate 

homelessness and poverty in Whatcom County is aligned with the objectives of the Child and Family 

Action Plan. We have established resources that, along with our many remarkable community partners, 

can help achieve the desired results of ensuring children are safe, healthy, and ready to learn, families 

are strong, stable, and supported from the start, and communities are welcoming and supportive places 

for children and families to live, learn, work and play. 

Whatcom County’s children and families will have the opportunity to thrive when they have access to 

the services and resources prioritized in the Child and Family Action Plan: 

• Safe and stable housing 

• Safe, accessible child care and early learning opportunities 

• Accessible behavioral health services for children and their families 

We look forward to the opportunity to support this work and to collaborate with you and our many 

dedicated community partners to help build the resilient community set forth in the Plan.  

Thank you for your work, time, and thoughtful consideration.  

Sincerely, 

 

Laura Harker, Executive Director 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

January 18, 2020 

 

Whatcom County Board of Health 

311 Grand Avenue, Suite 105 

Bellingham, WA  98225 

 

Dear Board of Health Members and County Executive, 

 

Oh behalf of Lydia Place, I am writing to enthusiastically support the Child and Family Action Plan and its 

recommendations.  

 

Lydia Place has been serving families with children in Whatcom County for 30 years. Our mission is to 

disrupt the cycle of homelessness for current and future generations. We recognize that in order to 

address the systemic issues of poverty, we must take bold action as a community and put the health and 

wellbeing of children at the front and center of our work. We feel the recommendations of the Child and 

Family Action Plan are a great first step in doing just that.   

  

The data tells us that our children here in Whatcom County are not getting their basic needs met. Only 

50% enter school ready to learn, we have 4 childcare spots for every 10 children, rates of child abuse 

and neglect are higher than the state average, and the mental health of our teens is steadily declining. 

Roughly half of those who live here cannot afford to do so and homeless continues to rise.  These are 

just a few of the indicators that tell us we are headed in the wrong direction. At Lydia Place, we 

recognize that the health of a community begins with the health of the children who call it home. They 

are the workforce, business owners, teachers, volunteers, and neighbors of tomorrow. The future health 

of Whatcom County depends on the availability of critical services and basic needs. As such, Lydia Place 

strongly supports the Plan’s focus on: 

 Safe and stable housing 

 Safe, accessible child care and early learning opportunities 

 Accessible behavioral health services for children and their families 
 

We look forward to the opportunity to support this work and to collaborate with you and our 

community partners to make the vision set forth in the Plan a reality. 

 

Thank you for your work and consideration. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Emily O’Connor        Ryan Thramer 

Executive Director       Board President 

















January 9, 2020

Whatcom County Board of Health
311 Grand Avenue, Suite 105
Bellingham, WA 98225

Dear Board of Health Members and County Executive,

On behalf of the Whatcom County Housing Advisory Committee (WCHAC), I am writing to express our Committee’s
support of the Child and Family Action Plan. The WCHAC is committed to advancing County strategies that address
the shortage of affordable homes in our community and to identifying priorities for County action that reduce
homelessness. We share the vision of a community where all children are safe, healthy, and ready to learn, where
families are strong, stable, and supported from the start, and where communities are welcoming and supportive
places for children and families to live, learn, work, and play.

We would like to emphasize the following:
- WCHAC recognizes that safe, stable, affordable homes are critical to the health and wellbeing of children

and families, and we strongly support the Plan’s recommendations for expanded support for vulnerable
families with children and those of us experiencing homelessness.

- WCHAC recognizes that the Plan embraces a shift in strategy from crisis response to add more efforts
around prevention, and from a public health perspective, we strongly support this approach.

- WCHAC recognizes that Whatcom County’s children and families cannot thrive without the services and
resources described in the Child and Family Action Plan, and we support the Plan’s prioritization of safe and
stable housing, accessible child care and early learning opportunities, and accessible behavioral health
services for children and their families.

- WCHAC supports the identification of new revenue sources to expand services to address child and family
wellbeing and to expand the supply of homes people can afford.

- WCHAC wants to emphasize that reducing or eliminating existing programs and funding would be
counterproductive and not supported by the WCHAC.

- WCHAC stands ready to advise and support the implementation of the Plan as it pertains to safe, stable,
affordable homes, and we ask that you utilize the WCHAC as a resource in the next phase of Plan
implementation.

We look forward to the opportunity to support this work and to collaborate with you and our community partners to
make the Plan’s vision a reality.

Thank you for your work and consideration.

Sincerel

Brien Thane, Chair



 
 

 

January 8, 2020 

 

 

Whatcom County Board of Health 

311 Grand Avenue, Suite 105 

Bellingham, WA  98225 

 

 

 

Dear Board of Health Members, 

 

I am writing to enthusiastically support the Child and Family Action Plan you will be considering for 

adoption at your February 4, 2020 meeting. 

  

At Whatcom Housing Alliance, we realize that the health of the people and communities we live and 

work in depends on the resources and services available throughout our community that create the 

conditions for health. For the Whatcom Housing Alliance, this begins with safe, stable housing that is 

affordable to all and available in all neighborhoods. We share the vision of a community where all 

children are safe, healthy, and ready to learn, families are strong, stable, and supported from the start, 

and communities are welcoming and supportive places for children and families to live, learn, work, and 

play.   

 

Whatcom County’s children and families cannot thrive without the services and resources prioritized in 

the Child and Family Action Plan: 

 Safe and stable housing 

 Safe, accessible child care and early learning opportunities 

 Accessible behavioral health services for children and their families 
 

We look forward to the opportunity to support this work and to collaborate with you and our 

community partners to make the vision set forth in the Plan a reality. 

 

Thank you for your work and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

 

Steering Committee 
 

Whatcom Housing Alliance 



 
 

 

January 8, 2020 

 

 

Whatcom County Board of Health 

311 Grand Avenue, Suite 105 

Bellingham, WA  98225 

 

 

 

Dear Board of Health Members, 

 

I am writing to express support for the Child and Family Action Plan you will be considering for adoption 

at your February 4, 2020 meeting. 

 

At Whatcom Women in Business, we realize that the health of the people and communities we live and 

work in depends on the resources and services available throughout our community that create the 

conditions for health. We share the vision of a community where all children are safe, healthy, and 

ready to learn, families are strong, stable, and supported from the start, and communities are 

welcoming and supportive places for children and families to live, learn, work, and play.   

 

Whatcom County’s children and families cannot thrive without the services and resources prioritized in 

the Child and Family Action Plan: 

 Safe and stable housing 

 Safe, accessible child care and early learning opportunities 

 Accessible behavioral health services for children and their families 
 

We look forward to the opportunity to support this work and to collaborate with you and our 

community partners to make the vision set forth in the Plan a reality. 

 

Thank you for your work and consideration. 

 
Sincerely, 

 

Shu-Ling Hergenhahn Zhao 
 

Shu-Ling Hergenhahn Zhao 

President, WWIB 


