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'Y OUR VIEW

‘Marine panel
idea has chance
for real success

ENVIRONMENT: County group must be
sure to avoid duplicating efforts already
under way by other agencies

Community members working together to
find ways to help the environxnent are
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always prefereble to waiting for the
Smnmer of federal regulations to corae
own.
A new Whatcort Gounty: citizen panel

isastep in the i
Counties have little to no juxisdiction over

marine waters, which are largely monitored
by state and federal agencies. Although the

i county panel doesn't have legislative power,
most conmmunities tend to be far more open
and accepting of commmnity
recommendations rather than government

rules.

The program, which will be started with
state grant money, is modeled aftera
successful panel in San Juan County. There,
local yesidenis have gathered different
interests together — from port authorities
to comercial and sport fishers and .
environmentalists — and found positive
ways to help revive the bottom fish
population

The diverse group agreed upon eight no-
fish areas that have essentiglly been turned
fnto nurseries for rockfish and cod. The
areas are patrolled by.citizen volunteers
who cantmakaanyonestopﬁshmg, but

exﬂ lain the panel’s yecommendation
and for cooperation. So far, cooperation
has been about 90 percent, according to
coordingbors.

People siriply respondbetter to .
neighbors and peers than they doto a
fHceless governinent entity.

{The San Juan panel glso has eased
ne.nsxons and provided 2 compromise
between groups on opposite ends of the
specl:mm. one that wants a federal marine

sanctuary instated to protect fish and one
that wants no government intervention,
Under the panel, both goals of pratection
and local control are accomplished.

ey i ook o i i
00 gs
ﬁnﬂ; Herring are an important food
source for sabmon. The state and county
‘hewe groups looking at upseam
silmon fssyes, but this group willifoegs
salmon once they getinto the ocean.
1That’s where the caveat comes in.

'The commitiee must make sure it desunt
duphczr:e efforts glready in place by couray
and state agencies, which are looking at
herring decline, bay pollution and shellfish
chntamination. We've seen that too-many-
ggoks problem with salmon rwondon

1To be effective, the panel must clexely
oltline jts wission and ensure that 1tsﬁnmg
a‘gpemﬁc niche and not reinventing the
whesl

'These panels are designed 10 work on

}'q]ems. rather than the planning that often
i3 the focus of government agencies. If our
Iocal panel communicates well with other
agenma; it has a chance for real success.
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STATE OF WASHINGTON

DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY

Padilla Bay National Fstuarine Research Reserve
Breazeale-Padilla Bay Interpretive Center
1043 Bay View-Edison Road ° Mount Veron, Washington 98273
Telephone (360) 428-1558 ¢ TDD (360) 757-1549
Northwest Straits Commission

MEDIA ADVISORY

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE : CONTACT: TOM COWAN
NOVEMBER 18,1999 360-428-1558

THE NORTHWEST STRAITS COMMISSION CONVENES FRIDAY

Mount Vernon, WA — The Northwest Straits Commission (NWSC) will hold its inaugural
meeting on Friday, November 19, at the Port of Everett Commissioners Meeting Room
from 1:00 to 4:00 PM.

The Commission meeting brings together for the first time representatives from each of the
seven Marine Resource Committees (MRCs), the gubernatorial appointees and the tribal
representative. The Northwest Straits Commission is charged with providing a regional,
ecosystem focus for protecting and restoring the marine waters of the Northwest Straits. It
is also responsible for coordinating technical assistance and funding for the seven county
MRCs (Whatcom, Skagit, Snohomish, Island, San Juan, Clallam and Jefferson.)

The Northwest Straits Marine Conservation Initiative was sponsored by U.S. Senator Patty
Murray (D-Seattle) and U.S. Congressman Jack Metcalf (R-Langley) and enacted by
Congress in 1998. Under its provisions, each of the seven Northwest Straits counties
established MRCs made up of citizens and affected tribes.

These committees make recommendations to local governments and initiate actions to
restore and protect critical marine species and habitat within their waters. The initiative also
established the 13 member NWSC.

The NWSC will review a set of “Benchmarks for Performance” as established in the

initiative, discuss ongoing activities and training, develop a work plan for prioritizing
research projects, and address organizational issues.
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Beach health...

The Whatcom County Marine Resources Committee (MRC) has joined with RE
Sources and People for Puget Sound to conduct Rapid Shoreline Inventories on key
county beachs, including Drayton Harbor. Volunteers will conduct the surveys
documenting the current health of our shorelines on Saturday, July 29.

The data will be used to prioritize beaches for restoration, clean-ups and
protection. It will also be included in a regional shoreline inventory database which can
be found at www.pugetsound.org/csi/default.html.

This project has been made possible by funding from the Whatcom County
Marine Resources Committee.

from The Northern Light, April 27, 2000




NEWS from U.S. Senator

"PATTY MURRAY

173 Russell Senate Building (202) 224-2621

Washington, D.C. 20510 http://murray.senate.gov
‘FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT: Todd Webster
THURSDAY, July 19, 2001 (202) 224-2834

Senator Murray Announces 66 Percent Increase in Northwest Straits Funding in
Senate Appropriations Bill

$1.25 million earmarked for North Puget Sound will restore, protect marine environments

(WASHINGTON, D.C.) - U.S. Senator Patty Murray (D-Wash) today announced that the Senate has committed
$1.25 million for the Northwest Straits Marine Conservation Initiative. Senator Murray, a member of the Senate
Appropriations Committee, secured $1.0 million in the fiscal year 2002 Senate Commerce, Justice, State and
Judiciary bill (CJST) and $250,000 in the 2002 Senate VA-HUD and Independent Agencies bill. Last year, the
Northwest Straits Initiative received a total of $750,000 in federal funding.

"I am pleased that the Senate has demonstrated its support for our fragile marine environment by increasing funding
for the Northwest Straits Marine Conservation Initiative," said Murray. "We must now work to ensure these
increases are maintained when the Senate enters negotiations with the House on next year's budget."

In 1998, Senator Murray and former Congressman Jack Metcalf (R-Wash.) convened a citizen's panel to look at
ways to protect environmental resources in the Northwest Straits. Based on the panel's findings, Congress
authorized the organization of the Northwest Straits Marine Conservation Initiative.

"Continued funding for the Initiative is one of my highest environmental priorities," said Murray. "The
Commission is doing outstanding work, such as creating protected marine areas, assessing fish habitat, sponsoring
research and increasing awareness. This funding increase will allow an even more aggressive effort to protect
marine ecosystems in North Puget Sound." '

The Northwest Straits Commission consists of 13 appointees: one from each of seven counties involved, along with
appointees of the Governor and the Department of the Interior. Each county has created a Marine Resources
Committee (MRC) to draw input from local governments, tribes, conservationists, scientists and business. Over 100
people are participating in the seven MRCs to protect and restore marine resources in North Puget Sound.

"This is exactly the type of locally-driven, collaborative effort needed to restore salmon and other declining
fisheries," Senator Murray added. "The Northwest Straits Initiative demonstrates just what can be accomplished
when communities come together to protect our environment.” '

"This is an amazing show of support for a very worthy effort, spearheaded by

Senator Murray," said U.S. Representative Rick Larsen (D-Wash.). "Northwest Straits is an impressive initiative,
driven by local community members who have willingly shouldered the awesome responsibility of marine
stewardship. Today's announcement is a clear demonstration of the benefits that stem from local and federal

partnerships.”
#it
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] THE FIRST AMENDMENT
“Congress shall make no law respecting an
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free
exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of
speech, or of the press; or the right of peaple
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the
Government for a redress of grievances.”
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¥V More election information

In the interest of fairness, The
Bellingham Herald does not run slec-
tion-related letters on Election Day.

Thé Bellingham Public Library front
desk has envelopes containing cam-
paign information as well as back
issues of newspapers.

The Bellingham Herald’s election
coverage, including letters to the editor,
candidate statements, endorsements
and news stories can be viewed online

at http://www.bellinghamherald.com.

It's important to note that some
polling places have moved this year -
and some residents in southern
Whatcom County who voted previously
in the 42nd | egislative District have
been redistricted into the 40th
Legislative District.

For information on polling places or
other election questions, call the coun-
ty Auditor's Office at 676-6740.
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Make Sound

safe; report
derelict gear

- MARINE: Pilot project has

removed 3,550 linear feet of
gill nets off Whatcom, Skagit
counties’ shores.

BY TOM COWAN AND BOB OKE
GUEST COLUMNISTS

Picture your house littered with
dangerous and rusting traps that could

-suffocate or kill you. That is the unfor-

tunate home for millions of salmon,
rockfish, crabs and other marine life
that live in Puget Sound.

The numbers are astonishing. Puget
Sound has become the final resting place
for hundreds of tons of lost or aban-
doned fishing nets and lines, crab and
shrimp fraps and other fishing equip-
ment, known as “derelict fishing gear.”

Often, the fishing gear simply con-
tinues to do what it was designed for
— capturing and killing fish and shell-
fish. In its derelict state, however, the
killing is needless and frequently in-
cludes marine birds and mammals.

The gear, deep in the Sound, reefs
and tidelands, is also a significant pub-
lic safety problem. The gear can entan-
gle and even kill divers. It can damage
propellers and rudders of recreational,
commercial and military vessels, and
in some instances nets and lines have
entangled and overturned small boats.

Be on lookout

Now you can help the Northwest
Straits Commission locate and identi-
fy derelict fishing gear underwater, in
coves, on beaches and elsewhere in
Puget Sound. :

The commission is conducting a
Pilot Derelict Fishing Gear Removal
Project with assistance from federal,
tribal, state and local governments to
locate, identify and remove the dan-
gerous and sometimes deadly gear.

The commission wants your help —
help from divers, boaters or people who
enjoy or work on or near Puget Sound.
You can be a voice and a researcher in

our society has long since been extin-
guished. Has it been so deflated and sub-
I hope the county will listen to Brenner dued that we have not the spine to con-
and enforce against the stink emanating front this outrage? Have our attentions
from the bad neighbors at Recomp. - been so numbed and manipulated that our

“quate public protection when new mush-

room composting operations open. Now the Derelict Gear Removal Project.

Most importantly, we do not want
you to touch any fishing gear that you
believe may be lost or abandoned.
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* Slow down and watch for
school children on highway

I'm writing to urge all drivers to slow -

1 nope the county will listen to Brenner
and enforce against the stink emanating
from the bad neighbors at Recomp

* Charlene French.
Ferndale .. =

down on Mount Baker Highway and pay

attention to school buses. For the second-
time in just more than a month, a car that -

didn’t stop for the bus! flashing red stop
sign has nearly killed my 6-yearold.
The first time my son had gotten off the

bus and was waiting for the bus driver's
OK to cross the road: Luckily; the bus;
driver saw the SUV not slowing down, -
was able to get my son’s atterition and tell .
him not to cross just as'the driver drove -

about 55 mph through the bus' stop sign.

The second incident occiured Thurs- .

day morning. The bus driver stopped the
bus, put out its stop sign and waitéd for
a car to come to a stop before she told:
my son to walk toward the-bus. The car

didn’t stop and drove right through the -

red flashing stoplights.: - .. :

I cannot comprehend how these two
drivers could not see the bus and its flash-
ing red stoplights. Both of the inciderits
happened on clear days with no fog, rain,
ete. I live on a straight stretch of the high-
way with no curves or hills that might make

. it hard for drivers to see the bus. I wonder

what they were paying attention'to..”

I'm begging drivers to slow down and,
when they are behind the wheel;: only
pay attention to driving. Please watch
for school buses and slow down'even if
the lights aren’t flashing. My son’s hfe de-
pends on it.

Jennifer Martinson

Demmg
Food critic caught restaurant
at wrong time

It is unfortunate that “Take five” din'-v :
ing critic Stacee Sledge was at Mykonos:-

at a time they were overwhelmed by an
unexpected large crowd... -

We eat there quite often ‘and fmd the
food and service to be very good. . :

Bob Moles Sr.
Sandy Point

Speak out against unsultable
sex-offender housing

I write this letter with a deep feeling of
perturbation and disgust that has accorpa-
nied me since reading the Oct. 24 article on
the two Level 3 sex offenders now housed
next to a playground and a umvelsxty

A AR LR U
diied that we have not the spine to con-
front this outrage? Have our atténtions

- been'so numbed and manipulated that our: -
“sense of justice is only aroused thiough -

média over sensatmnahzmg" We debate

“whether fo fight a war in Iraq against a

possible threat to our future safety and at

the same time we put two known, danger- -

ous 'sexnal predators near thotisands of

~students and a children’s playground

These men should:not be allowed to
walk the streets in their-current condi-
 tion, However, that is another argument,

and another glaring flaw. of the criminal
- justice system. Now' pressure must-be
‘piit 'on the Department of Corrections, :

Thad Allen and:the Indian Street land-
-lords.; We must demand that they:-do
their part to keep these animals froin our
parks and séhools; for when thése men
re:offend they do. not act ‘alone.. The

above nientioried necessarﬂy partake in:

“a portion:of that crime, as does everyone:
who by their passivity allow monslers to:
live in the part of our city that should be

'the safest. Please’ speak out: Thank you
* Jordan Selwdge :
Bellmgham Sy

Herald only mterested

in spo‘rts, wealthy people-

As an artist, physicist and musician,
I'm’ disappointed with The Bellingham -

Herald; There is little or no hard news:

You'seldom interview artists, sc1entlsts

“and musiciaiis.

While the staff of the newspaper is strut-
tmg their stuff and parading arouiid town |-
like stuffed peacocks marching to a drum- -

- beat, the.poor and unemployed are'ig-

nored.” While  you're:eénjoying. fat pay-
checks and eating steak and eggs, the poor
and unemployed are eating Spam on toast,
You could interview poor people and
- "expose real issues locally, But you don't.

You're only 1nterested in sports ‘and -

“the wealthy.: "

Brian, Slmpson

Bellmgham R s
‘Herald reﬂected readershlp s

VleWS on war Wlth Iraq
Thanks are due for youy editorial on

the:war résolutions and for' the scope .
and quahty ‘of editorials i in its wake on;

othér kéy issues. .
But especially for thlS flrst not only.

_ for the Judgment and articulation, but for .
~ what I'do think is a more dceurate rep: |

resentation of your readership’s views

than most sources in the press and other

media are prowdmg

- Miltori Krieger -
~ Bellingham . -

age policies

1. . Writers

¥ month:

rint letters that
rs or promote a

pinion and edi-

torial columins, and articles’ submltted to '
- Editor, The Bellingham Herald, PO. Box -

The Bellingham Herald may be pub--
lished or distributed in print, electronlc
or other forms.

Only Our View editorials reflect the
opinion of the editorial board.

““or e-mailed to Ietters@bellmghamher-
ald.com. 5

"Addressklettérs‘to Letters o the

1277, Bellingham, WA 98227,
Letters also can be faxéd to 756-2826
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- Most: importantly,. we: do not want :

you to touchany, fishing gear that you "
believe - may- be: lost’ or abandoned.

. Tishing" lines “have ‘entrapped and:
- killed divers. Not only. could you be se-
. riously injured trying to remove the

© gear, you may also violate state or fed-
* eral laws that prevent citizéns from re-
‘moving siich gear. . -

Recreational beaeh—goers can pa.rtlc- .

ipate’in beach cleanups to pick iip

derelict fishing gear on beaches. How-
ever, only trained ‘and experien'ced
pr ofessional divers: who have.permis-
sion ‘should: remove submerged nets

: anid other derelict fishing gear.

It you see lost gear, report the loca~

thII and information abott the type of -
_gear to the Washington Department of

Fish and Wildlife at (800) 477-6224 or:
on the Internet at http: //www wa gov/

. wdfw/fish/derelict.

Working' in coordination with the :

commission and: the Department of =
* Natural Resources, the Department of-
“ Fish'and Wildlife will:develop a data-
“base that outlines: the locations of

gear. Priorities will be established to

- determine which gear to remove first.

Pilot project

The commission’s pllot project to re-
move derelict fishing gear includes es-
tablishing and-testing-a protocol for

- safely and efflclently removing aban-
“doned or, lost fishing gear, as well as =

explormg options to reuse, recycle or-:
disposeof the gear, . ,

Last week; the commiission success-
fully co_mpleted a pilot project to test
the plotocol that also resuited in re-
movmg about 12 tons:of - crab pots,
fishing nets and other fishing gear'in

‘'waters off the shores of Whatcom and

Skagit counties.-About 3,550 linear feet
(two'thirds of a mlle) of gill nets were

: yémoved;-which'is equlvalent to two’

full Iength fishing nets,

A7 $75,000 ‘grant from: the: Natlonal
Oceanic and Atmospheric. Administras
tion, with matching funds from tribal,

.| state and local governments as: well as ‘
- private organizations, is paying for the -

pilot pro,;ect Removing | the gear has a
hefty price tag as last week’s test re-
moval cost nesarly $40,000: The commis-
sioh Intends to obtain additional fund—
ing to continue this 1mp0rtant work;.

*7. Removing the gearisa top pnonty ,

for the ‘commission, but it is not inves-

tlgatmg who or how the gear was aban-
doned in Puget Sound. Rather; the state -
" Legislature, in 2008, will consider. ways

to réduce the loss of fishing gear;
‘For :miore - information -about the

‘Derelict Fishing Gear Removal Project

and “how you' can help, visit . http;//

wwwnwstralts org/derelict, _gear

- Tom Gowan'is diréctor.ofthe = -

“Northwest Straits Marine Conservation

Initiative, which was authorized by
Congress as a local approach to. protect—

- ing and restoring marine resources and:
 habitat State Sen. Bob Oke, R-Port

Orchard, is'a member of the Senate*
Natural Resources Committee and fs
prime sponsor of a new law (SB 6313)
that helps rid state waters of derehct fISh-

- | ing gear.
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mmn of the
pressd see -
salmon get-

imperiled status,.-
oothsomeness, or”.

are to carch. Little note is made of their economic
value, probably because that topic is of direct interest
primarily only to those who catch them for a living,
and to their families and immediate communities.
As one such person, I am keenly aware of what
has happened 1o the value of my catch in the face of
the flood of pen-reared “feedlot” salmon on markers
worldwide. At one time, my primary concern was the
environmental and human health ramifications of
substituting a low-quality, polluting, capital-intensive
form of production for a perperually self-renewing

<<_§m > Fish Worth?

ﬁum is‘about
nrn: life cycle; mrﬂn .

their hardiness’ nrn:”

2 how much fun mrm% .

1 and healthful resource. Those impacts have only got-
<| ten worse: .&an the economicdevastation that has'been
| wreaked on an’entire 5@55 _u% the explosive growth -

of the m&Bob net-pen :&cmﬁx is &8 a human disas-
tér.

“That m_.oinw is mbbo% vm%osm non%nmwgm_on
Unwmﬁn difficulties with some salmon stocks, pritari-

“ly in the dammed rivers of the West Coast, the overall
" production of wild salmon worldwide has actually

increased over the last several.decades. Additionally, .

“since, ..H.wmo.v.dqrnn m»nﬁmmu.,m&nﬂo_&mmw represented a
4 “mere 1 percent of the world’s total annual produc-
tion of 567,000. metric tons, the total (capture plus

farmed) has escalated steadily to 2,390,000 metric
tons in 2001, 68 percent of it farmed. To put that
another way, the amount of salmon on the market
last year had quadrupled. And the aquaculturists have
been selling theirs for less each year at prices that are

.often below their cost of production. The price of

wild salmon has plunged right alongside.

With few exceptions, salmon fishermen are receiv-
ing less for their salmon than they have in modern
history. Last year, the total Alaska salmon pack was
worth $216 million. In 1977 it was worth $514 mil-

C
>

Salmon Summit 2002

Come share the spirit and energy
that makes Whatcom County unique.

Thursday, October 17, 2002 * 6:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
Best Western Lakeway Inn #* 714 Lakeway Drive in Bellingham

~
0%,

..._SF on.an Smun_ob-m&ﬁmﬁ& basis, nrn.& m ) mH Hm% million'in
21988 when plentiful salmon and Emﬁ prices in umﬁmn combined for-

tuitously. Then the long descent wnmmn ‘Eum %mwmm value ﬁ:: &Bomn
certainly bethe lowest yet. -

This has been catastrophic for mmwﬂ.aon momﬁm mmm wmnn:nm mrmn
even 10 years ago had great value are, in many cases, available for
pennies on the dollar today. Retirement is not an option for older
fishermen who assumed that their businesses would provide a nest
egg when they sold out. Now no one spends money on his investment
unless it is absolutely necessary. Boar builders and repair shops are
closing their doors if they cannot find alternative opportunities. In
the fishing village of Cordova, where I live and work seasonally, one
of two foodstores has closed, restaurants have closed, many boats that
would have been warehoused for the winter are being left outside to
avoid that expense, and repair shops and the fuel dock have cut their
hours. The raw fish taxes that once supported many coastal villages’
infrastructures like police, social services, and fire protection have
fallen steadily with the fall in value of salmon.

You will rightly wonder why the price of wild salmon is still often
high in the retail cooler since, with a few notable exceptions like
Copper and Yukon River kings, the wholesale prices have plummeted.
Some of that is inefficiencies unique to Alaska; like the necessity of air
shipment for most fresh fish. And wages are high, often more per hour
than foreign fishfarm workers earn in a day. :

The Q&Emcobm faced by fishermen and coastal communities are
great, and the consumer alone cannot solve ther. There is, however,
the choice that each of us can make for healthful diets and sustain-
able economies: choosing omega-3 rich wild salmon over its feedlot
cousin is like choosing free-range chickens over cooped and chemical-
ized ones, or choosing organically raised beef or pork o, if sustainably
available, choosing ﬁbnoﬁcmmnm wild meat. Or, perhaps, choosing not
to eat meat at all.

»

*salmonids = salmon plus “abmon-trout”, which are mostly steelbead, and other salmon-like species
that compete with salmon on world markets.

Buck Meloy has purstied his livelihood fishing plentiful wild salmon wherever he finds them
since 1972. Visit his website at htip://nas.com/fish, or complain to him about his views by
email at fish@nas.com




ASTORIA, Ore. - Commercial fishers said Friday they were relieved by the passage of
a massive federal spending bill that includes a multimillion-dollar program designed to
relieve pressure on West Coast fisheries and fleets.

Introduced by Sens. Gordon Smith, R-Ore., and Ron Wyden, D-Ore., the "buyback"
program will alleviate competition in the groundfish, Dungeness crab and pink shrimp
fisheries by buying fishers permits and boats.

"l think it's a positive step," said Joe Easley, Oregon Trawl Commission administrator.
"We've certainly got a lot more capacity than we need to catch what they’re allowing us

to catch."

The spending is included in a nearly $400 billion omnibus bill passed by the U.S.
House and Senate on Friday. President Bush is expected to sign the bill.

The program is intended to cut the number of boats fishing for groundfish, pink shrimp
and Dungeness crab by as much as 50 percent. There are now 263 licensed boats off

the coast of California, Oregon and Washington.

The majority of funding for the plan comes from the fishing industry, which won a $50
million government-backed loan last year. The new bill would add a $10 million federal
grant to supplement the loans.

Reach Bricka Pizzillo at ericka.pizzillo@bellinghamherald.com or call 715-2266.
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Paper: Bellingham Herald, The (WA)
Title: Net recovery cleans up local waters; FISHING: 6,000 pounds of net have been pulled from waters around Lummi

Istand.
Date: October 23, 2002

CORRECTION: The Northwest Straits Commission brought in more than 1,000 pounds of fishing nets off Stuart Island in June.
This corrects the story.

BY ERICKA PIZZILLO

THE BELLINGHAM HERALD

Diver Duane Black slipped into the glassy waters on Lummi Island's west side and spent a half hour in the water, cutting and
. bunching old fishing nets about 60 feet below the surface.

An air pillow Black tied to the nets popped out from the water to signal workers on a Zodiac to begin pulling the gilinet, likely a
decade old, to the surface.

The Northwest Straits Commission hired Ballard Salvage and Diving to spend the past six days pulling the dangerous nets from
the water, allowing marine life - including the declining groundfish species like cod and rockfish - to reclaim the habitat.

At least 6,000 pounds of purse seine and gillnet fishing nets have been removed from four rocky underwater areas on the east
side of Lummi Island and Alden Bank, directly west of Sandy Point - enough, if laid out flat, to cover about 12 acres.

In June the commission started the operation by bringing up more than 1,000 feet of fishing nets on a rocky area off Stuart
Island.

The derelict fishing gear project is paid for with $75,000 of the commission’s funding from the National Oceanic Atmospheric
Administration and another $135,000 in in-kind and money contributions from the state Department of Fish and Wildlife and
Department of Natural Resources, the Tulalip Tribe and others.

Commission member Buck Meloy, a Whatcom County fisher, said the Puget Sound Gillnetters-Association wanted to start a
similar program years ago, but funding was scarce. .

"Anything that has a negative effect on the resource, has a negative effect on us," Meloy said.

Some areas have been picked clean by the divers, including a rocky area close to the Lummi Island shore where seals cluster.
- The seals are vulnerable to the nets - seeing an easy meal of groundfish tangled in the lines.

The rocky pinnacle off of Lummi Island is tougher.

Just 30 feet below the surrounding 300-feet water, the pinnacle has been trouble for decades for sockeye fishers. Strong
currents typical in the area push boats and nets onto the rocky slope, sometimes forcing fishers to cut loose their valuable nets
and leave them behind. i

Tuesday, the 1,000 feet of net that Black brought up was covered in algae and barnacles and contained skeletal remains of a
rockfish. :

The pinnacle was formerly a hot spot for dive companies to bring new divers to see rockfish, starfish, crabs, urch.ins and other
rocky shore marine life. But over the years, the layering of nets has caused dive companies to abandon the spot because of the
danger of divers getting entangled. ’

Commission members have investigafed recycling the nets or even cleaning them for reuse, but the nets are too, dirty, tangled
and cut, said Tom Cowan, commission director. The nets are disposed in a landfill.

The citizen-based Northwest Straits Commission was created by federal legislation in 1998 to include seven counties, including

http://infoweb.newsbank.com/iw-search/we/InfoWeb/?p_actionzprint&p_docid=0F6F5D36A... 7/8/2005 -
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Whatcom, in a decision making process to improve marine health.

To repori derelict fishing gear, call the state Department of Fish and Wildlife, (800) 477-6224.

PETE KENDALL
HERALD PHOTO

RECOVERY MISSION: Erik Benson (left) and Shane McCall of Ballard Diving and Salvage in Seattle haul in an old gilinet that
was cut loose at a depth of 60 feet by diver Duane Black west of Lummi Island. )

Copyright {c) The Bellingham Herald. All rights reserved. Reproduced with the permission of Gannett Co., Inc. by NewsBank,
inc. :

Author: Ericka Pizzillo

Section: Local

Page: 1A
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Groundfish researchers need input
FISHING: Community meetings will help form recommendations for fish protection.

Ericka Pizzillo, The Bellingham Herald

A government advisory and marine research group will hold community workshops
during the next two weeks to help them develop recommendations for future protection

of bottomfish.

The Whatcom County Marine Resources Committee is also asking local divers, fishers
and community members to help identify some of the most important habitat locally for
fish such as sole, flounder and rockfish.

"lts one of the groups of fish that really hasn’t gotten as much focus in the past several
years," said Erika Stroebel, resources planner with Whatcom County. "It's another
indicator of the health of marine waters."

Bottomfish are a collection of fish that live on the floor of Puget Sound. Depending on
the species, they live in sand, mud or steep rocky reefs.

The status of Puget Sound bottomfish in the waters off Whatcom County is mixed.

According to the state Department of Fish and Wildlife, bottomfish species’ populations
are "below average" include spotted ratfish, Pacific Cod, lingcod, sablefish and surf
perches. "Depressed" stocks are rockfish and Dover sole. '

But bottomfish such as some sole species, Pacific halibut and flounder are considered
above average in population.

"There are some populations that seem to have drastically reduced since 1980," said
Chris Fairbanks, a committee member and fisheries biologist.

Determining whether the health of Puget Sound waters or the level of commercial
fishing has contributed to the declines is important for the future health of the fish,

Fairbanks said.

Species such as rockfish, which give birth to live young, reproduce more young the
older they get. Of course, older, larger rockfish are more prized in commercial fishing.

"By removing rockfish, you're removing a lot of (breeding) potential," Fairbanks said.

Stroebel said the committee might decide to collect more information about the
bottomfish population or make recommendations to state officials on new regulations.




Commercial and sport fishing for bottomfish in Puget Sound have declined in recent
years because of new regulations. For example, sport fishing for rockfish was reduced
from five fish per day to just one.

In 1999, a retired Department of Fish and Wildlife employee petitioned to have 18
species of Puget Sound bottomfish considered for protection under the federal
Endangered Species Act.

The National Marine Fisheries Service considered seven of the species, but
determined all were ineligible for protection because they are considered part of larger
Pacific populations. But the agency agreed to continue studying the Pacific whiting,
also known as hake, because of its declining numbers.

Last year, nearly one million pounds of bottomfish were commercially harvested off
Whatcom County and the San Juan Islands, including the Strait of Georgia. More than
two-thirds of the catch was English sole.

Bellingham’s Bornstein Seafoods, one of the few bottomfish processors in the state,
processes bottomfish from coastal waters, not those caught in Puget Sound.

West Coa.st groundfish fishing has been dramatically reduced by new regulations by
the National Marine Fisheries Service.

Whatcom County started the Marine Resources Committee in 1999. The committee
makes recommendations to the Northwest Straits Initiative, created by Congress to
consider marine issues in northern Puget Sound.

Workshop dates, times

Three public workshops are planned on bottomfish in the waters off Whatcom County,
allat7 p.m.:

* Tuesday at Civic Center Building, second-floor conference room, 322 N. Commercial
St.

* \Wednesday at Blaine Marina’s conference room, 235 Marine Drive.
* Thursday, Feb. 27, at the Port of Bellingham’s Squalicum Boathouse.

Details: whatcom-mrc.wsu.edu/MRC/index.htm
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Paper: Bellingham Herald, The (WA)
Title: Second abandoned fishing net kills seals
Date: September 22, 2003

BY ERICKA PIZZILLO

THE BELLINGHAM HERALD

Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife officers on Saturday retrieved a derelict gill net that may have been floating
unreported in Chuckanut Bay for at least a month.

Inside the fishing gear were three dead seals, crabs and a cormorant, a kind of shorebird bird that seeks prey by diving
underwater, said Fish and Wildlife officer Myron Hawkins.

Hawkins and other Fish and Wildlife 6fﬁcers retrieved the net Saturday afternoon near Chuckanut Rock. The net was floating on
the surface, but caught below the water, possibly on a rock, said Fish and Wildlife Officer Troy McCormick.

Reported Friday

Kayaker Jim Green reported the derelict fishing gear to the Coast Guard on Friday after finding it floating freely between Dot
fsland and a rocky outcropping in Chuckanut Bay. The Coast Guard alerted Fish and Wildlife officers.

Hawkins said nearby neighbors told him on late Saturday afternoon that the net had been in the water for nearly a month before
it was reported to Fish and Wildlife.

“But this was the first time that anyone had seen fit to do anything about it," Hawkins said.

Green said he and fellow kayaker Robert Bell, also of Bellingham, attempted to pull the gear toward shore, but it proved too
heavy. They noticed the dead juvenile seal tangied in the nets.

“| thought it was such a shame," Green said.

First unattended net

He decided to report the net, in part, because of a news story two weeks ago that reported Lummi tribal officials arrested a tribal
member on suspicion of leaving an unattended fishing net at Little Squalicum Beach.

On Sept'. 8, volunteers hauled that net partially ashore and freed an estimated 200 crabs that were tangled in the net. The net
also contained hundreds of dead fish, mostly pink salmon, and a few dead birds. '

Gill nets are made of monofilament nylon mesh that is set in water to drift with the current, catching fish by the gills.

Fish and Wildlife officers did not find any identification on the net retrieved on Saturday to help determine the owner, McCormick
said. The fishing net will be destroyed, he said. :

Unattended fishing gear can be reported to the Washington State Patrol at 676-2076.

Copyright (c) The Bellingham Herald. Al rights reserved. Reproduced with the permission of Gannett Co., Inc. by NewsBank,
inc.

Author: Ericka Pizzillo
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Meeting targets forgotten fish
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By Meg Olson
Return To Main | pyMeg CLion
Archive Page

Members of the county’s marine resources committee are coming to
Editor Lefters Blaine to teach the community about the county’s bottomfish and
glean a little local knowledge at the same time.

Police Reports
Sports “We haven’t had a lot of focus on bottomfish, it’s mostly been on
salmon and forage fish like herring,” said resource planner Erika
Stroebel. “There is concern the population of bottomfish in Puget
Sound is declining.”

At the Blaine Marina harbor office from 7-9 p.m. on February 19 the
committee will hold one of three county meetings on the health of
the county’s bottomfish, which includes various rockfish species, flat
fish like sole and flounder, and ling cod.

Marine resources committee chair Michelle Evans said they hoped to
give the public an appreciation of these fish that most members of
the public rarely think about, with salmon stealing the limelight.
“They’re an important resource to the county,” she said. “There is
commercial interest in them and they’re part of the ecosystem. If you
take out one part it affects the other parts.”

Stroebel said they were also looking for local knowledge of how
Whatcom County bottomfish populations have fared. “We don’t
have specific information for the county right now,” she said.
Recreational and commercial fishers, boaters and divers could all
have knowledge that would help the committee get a clearer picture
of how local bottomfish populations are doing. “We’d like to know if
in the past 10 or 20 years people have stopped catching one species
and have started catching another,” Evans said.

Ultimately the committee will use the information they gather to
recommend strategies for preserving bottomish stocks and habitat to
the state and tribal agencies that manage them. Some options to

http://www.thenorthernlight.com/archives/2003/feb13_19_2003/fp3.htm1 5/5/2003
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consider might include seasonal closures for certain species, different
fishing techniques or establishing marine reserve areas. The last
option could be especially effective, Stroebel said, given that
bottomfish often stay in one spot and may live longer than humans.
Setting aside an area where breeding adults would be undisturbed
could protect stocks in the whole county. It could also be a tourist
attraction, like the Edmonds Underwater Park, where divers flock to
see massive rockfish. “Edmonds is an example of how popular these
areas can be,” she said.

£ BACK 10 TOP
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At a February 19 meeting focusing on bottomfish in local waters

Editor Letters members of the county’s Marine Resources Committee (MRC) came
. up against local fishermen, who argued declining numbers of fish

Folice Reports being caught was more a function of less fishers than less fish.

Sports I work less and catch more. My pounds are up on everything,” said

Shawn Waters, owner of the Tulip and one of Blaine’s last fishers to
make his living catching fish that live on the ocean floor. “Back in
the 80s it may have been a little overfished, but now there are so few
of us here.”

MRC member Chris Fairbanks presented data that showed stocks of
bottomfish took a nose-dive in the mid-1980s. Bottomfish being
tracked include rockfish, flat fish like flounder and sole, ling cod and
pacific cod. The group is holding a series of public meetings as part
of an effort to develop recommendations to preserve local
bottomfish, including limits to harvest, gear and even establishing
no-fish preserves where the largely sedentary species could build
their populations. Waters said higher water temperatures off Cherry
Point due to the discharge of cooling water from the refineries was
more to blame than fishing pressure. “We’ve had to go deeper and
farther from the refineries to catch fish,” he said.

Most audience members supported the idea of using more input from
fishermen in managing fish populations. “No offense to the game
department but these guys have done this all their lives. We could
listen to them and use their information.”

Later this year, the MRC will make recommendations to the state
department of fish and wildlife and tribal fisheries authorities which
co-manage fishing in state waters.

€ BACK 1O TOP
©.2000-2003 The Northern Light
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PUGET SOUNT
ACTION TEAM

P.0O. Box 40900 « Olympia, WA 98504 - 0900 « (360) 725-5453

For Immediate Release — Nov. 30, 2004 04 -17

Contact: Mary Getchell, Puget Sound Action Team, (360) 725-5445, cell phone: (360) 701-3568
Steve Sundin, City of Bellingham, (360) 676-6982 '

Learn how to protect Chuckanut Bay’s quality of water and wildlife

BELLINGHAM - Homeowners who live along the shorelines of Chuckanut Bay/Edgemoor, as well as
other interested residents can learn more about how to protect the beautiful marine resources they share.

The Puget Sound Action Team, City of Bellingham and Whatcom Marine Resources Committee are
offering a free, three-hour workshop this Saturday, Dec. 4, in Bellingham.

WHO TO ATTEND: Property owners surrounding Chuckanut Bay/Edgemoor and interested
residents, including those in Bellingham

WHAT: Chuckanut Bay/Edgemoor Marine Shoreline Landowner Workshop

WHEN: Saturday, Dec. 4, 8:30 — 11:30 a.m.

WHERE: Fairhaven Library, 1117 12th St., in Bellingham

At this workshop, participants will learn about the shoreline processes that affect their land and will
discuss specific actions they can take to help protect and improve the health of their shorelines. They can
talk with scientists and technical staff to find out how they can best prevent erosion from their property,
while ensuring the bay is clean and healthy for shellfish, herring, rockfish and a variety of extraordinary
wildlife that share Chuckanut Bay with shoreline homeowners.

Homeowners will also hear from the City of Bellingham and Whatcom County about updates to their
local Shoreline Master Programs and how residents can get involved. -

Following the workshop from 12 — 2 p.m., participants may go on a field trip for more up close
information.

HH#

For more information about shoreline protection visit www.psat.wa.gov.

htp://www.psat.wa.gov/News/releases/media04_17.htm : 11/30/2004
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Clam survey finds plenty of clams in the sand

by Jack Kintner

The first organized survey of clams found in the sand of Birch Bay was carried out £
June 12, by 22 volunteers organized by the county’s Marine Resources Committee (.
under the leadership of Erika Stroebel. The purpose was to provide baseline informa
about the types, numbers and sizes of clams found in Birch Bay as a first step towar
community education about the resource and future attempts to establish sites for res
and enhancement of desirable clam species.

“We won’t have the results tabulated for release for some time,” Stroebel said, “but

" were some pockets where we found high populations of what are called varnish clan

especially around Cottonwood Beach,” the part of Birch Bay immediately east of Bi
Village.

Varnish clams are a far eastern species introduced into British Columbia in the late ]
that spread south rapidly into Washington waters. The small clams, usually about tw
long and dark in color, were introduced into British Columbia by a ship carrying
contaminated ballast and that purged its tanks in the Vancouver harbor. Densities of
small, dark clams have been observed that reach over 1,500 per square meter of beac
they now occur as far south as Oregon.

Bach team of diggers was assigned a line perpendicular to the beach and dug holes o
foot in size 100 feet apart, spreading the clams they found on a plastic sheet to count
identify before replacing them in the sand.

“We always fill the holes, as everyone should,” said Stroebel, “and that’s one of the
we did the survey. We also want to help the community learn more about the shellfu
Birch Bay and how to conserve them. Two of the bigger issues are getting clam digg
fill in holes they dig and not keep clams that are too small.”

The survey was delayed a week by concerns over working on private property, as as
Birch Bay State Park, many Birch Bay waterfront property owners own title the tide

“Sometimes that means to sea level, sometimes to mean lower low water, and somet
extreme low tide,” said Stroebel, who was able to get permission from all the owner:

land she needed to survey.

Eight other species were found by the survey teams. Besides varnish clams, they alss
littlenecks, butterclams, manilas, two types of macoma clams, horse clams and easte

shell clams.

http://www.thenorthemlight.com/insideS.html | 6/25/2004
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Varnish clam beds are often infested by small native pea crabs that can be very diffi
eradicate once established, according to the Washington Department of Fish and Wi
(DFW). The concern they list on their website is that someone allergic to crab meat
unknowingly eat a pea crab along with a host clam and get sick, which makes them .
desirable as a market species. '

For more information, go to www.whatcom-mre. wsu.edu/
MRC/index. htm, or to the DFW website at wdfw.wa.gov/fish/
ans/varnishclams.him.

http://www.thenorthemlight.cbm/insideS.html 6/25/2004
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ENVIRONMENT
Healthy clam population is

measure of health of beach

i r
Volunteers help survey Marine Park WEY IT MATTERS

KATIE N. JOHANNES, THE BELLINGHAM HERALD A survey of clam populations can
help indicate if a beach is .
; e .
Clam digging at Marine Park wasn't just for fun - or food - for a ?:Glfgyugfiﬁ,éfgffgg;‘;hem
group of volunteers Thursday. “can look Into what might be
, ) causing the problem, said Erika
Stroebel a senior planner with
Nine volunteers joined a Whatcom County Marine Resources Whatcom County Public Works

Committee survey which used clams as clues to the overall health ~ Water Resources Division.
of the area's ecosystem.

The survey also can help with

" C g e educational outreach, teaching
'Clams are a good indicator for pollution," said Doug Stark of people to fill in-holes they've dug

Whatcom County Public Works Water Resources Division. on the beach, and put back
clams they don’t harvest.

"We"II use this"as baseline ipformation, said Erika Stroe:bel, also of | AMMING INFORMATION
Public Works. "In three to five years we can come back" and look S

for changes and trends. To find out what areas are opeh
for-harvesting clams, check the
The survey wasn't intended to identify whether people could eat the Zitfgf!? v‘jpa_rt;!;mhenté °;f ';'eta'th Web

clams. That would require tissue and water-quality samples. h 1.




Given the current and historical commercial and industrial uses of the area near the beach,
Stroebel and Stark both said they wouldn't choose to eat clams from there.

A sewage treatment plant and boat yards are nearby. Officials also are talking about how to
clean up the bottom of Bellingham Bay after years of industrial pollution.

Volunteers spent about an hour learning how to identify types of clams and measure out
study areas. .

Then they fanned out on the beach in pairs, one member of the team digging 1-cubic-foot
holes and dumping the contents onto tarps. The other team member would then identify the
clams and record information about them on a sheet. They then refilled the holes, putting
the clams back in their homes.

As volunteers John and Helen Campbell worked toward the waterline, John talked about the
importance of the survey.

"It's important that all animal species' populations are intact for the ecosystem to be in
balance," said the 53-year-old Bellingham man. "It's an indicator of the health of the whole
earth."

Reach Katie N. Johannes at katie.johannes@bellinghamherald.com or call 756-2805.
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Like angry undersea phantoms, deserted nets continue to entangle
marine life, snarl ship propellers and snare divers for years after the
gear has broken free from fishing boats.

"They're designed to not be seen in
the water, and not to rip, to help
catch fish. But that's also what makes
it hazardous," said Chris Craven,
advertising director for LFS Marine
and Outdoor in Bellingham.

tips inou:

U.S. Navy divers were in the waters you avoie
off Blaine this week, learning ")
techniques from the state . docurr
Department of Natural Resources for ")

retrieving lost or abandoned gear.
They are part of a multiagency effort
to find and remove gear, and
research the extent of the problem.

- : ':1\235 the REPORTING DERELICT
A diver from the state GEAR
seem to

Department of Natural o
. « To report derelict fishing gear,
Resources heads into be call the state Department of Fish
Semiahmoo Bay, searching for  everywhere;q widiife hot line at (800) 477-
abandoned fishing gear. MAME  in Puget 6224, or use the online report form
BURNS THE BELLINGHAM HER  gound,  atwww.wdfw.wa.gov/fish /derelict.

stretching i?r?l:.o” down to the red repott form

north to the Canadian border.
« More information about the

i derelict fishing gear removal
After 40 days of working to remove nets brogram Is avallable oniine at

for the conservation group Northwest Www,wolfw.wa,gov, or
Straits Commission, Jeff June figures he www .nwstraits.org.

has looked at only 1 percent of Puget
Sound.

"We've found 263 separate gill nets on 73 acres of seabed," he said.

This week, divers recovered a 600-foot-long gilinet from the bottom of
Semiahmoo Bay. Entangled in the net were a sea lion, three harbor
seals, evidence of at least 90 sea birds and countless fish - all dead,

June said.

What divers find in the nets is only a snapshot of what the nets
capture and kill.

Below the nets is a graveyard of fish and bird bones, picked clean by
crabs and other scavengers.Increased awareness of the problem has
prompted action by conservation groups, state agencies and the

federal government. The more work they do, the more derelict gear

they find.

http://news.bellinghamherald.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20050702/NEWSOS/50702032... 7/5/2005
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June's Seattle-based company Natural Resources Consultants has a
contract for derelict gear cleanup with the Northwest Straits
Commission. The group has been removing gear - which includes
nets, and crab and shrimp pots - since October 2001, according to the
group's Web site.

With federal funding this year, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration has paid to develop and test protocols for removing
derelict gear.

Divers with the state Department of Natural Resources learned
techniques for recovering the nets from commercial divers who
encounter them while harvesting geoducks, sea cucumbers and
urchins, June said.

This week, DNR divers passed on their knowledge to U.S. Navy divers
in the Puget Sound and Whatcom County region. That's because
civilian divers don't have access to waterways near military
installments, :

"Navy divers encounter the gear often, usually during inspections on
ships and subs," said Senior Chief Boy Kayona, a master diver from
the Navy base on Whidbey Island.

The nets often wind their way around the propellers of military ships,
potentially inhibiting their ability to steer.

This year, NOAA's focus is transferring training from the state to the
federal level. In three years, the hope is to take that knowledge
across the country, said Holly Bamford, program manager for NOAA's
marine debris program.

"The unique thing about Puget Sound is that it's a relatively low-
energy body of water," June said. "There are lots of nets out here and

they're not going anywhere."
In the open ocean, the invisible nets roll around until they snag

something, said Will Nuckols of Coastal America, an arm of the federal
government that oversees a number ocean and coastal agencies.

"They're like monofilament tumbleweed."

Reach Katie N. Johannes at katie.johannes@bellinghamberald.com or call 756-
2805,

<< gtory index|top
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ENVIRONMENT
Healthy clam population is

measure of health of beach

Volunteers help survey Marine Park WHY IT MATTERS

.KATIE N. JOHANNES, THE BELLINGHAM HERALD A survey of clam populations can
help indicate if a beach is
. healthy, If the clams aren't
Clam digging at Marine Park wasn't just for fun - or food - for a takingyup res;dencefresearchm
group of volunteers Thursday. can look into what might be
causing the problem, said Erika
. Stroebel a senior planner with
Nine volunteers joined a Whatcom County Marine Resources Whatcom County Public Works

Committee survey which used clams as clues to the overall health Water Resources Division.
of the area's ecosystem.

The survey élsb can help with

o . " . educational outreach, teaching
"Clams are a good indicator for pollution," said Doug Stark of people to fill in holes they've dug

Whatcom County Public Works Water Resources Division. on the beach, and put back
clams they don't harvest.

"we'll use this as baseline information," said Erika Stroebel, also of  ~ amminG INFORMATION
Public Works. "In three to five years we can come back" and look
for changes and trends. To find out what areas are open

for -harvesting clams, check the

The survey wasn't intended to identify whether people could eat the széfvsxafr; ment.of tjeca'th web

clams. That would require tissue and water-quality samples. ehp/sf/recshell.htm.




Given the current and historical commercial and industrial uses of the area near the beach,
Stroebel and Stark both said they wouldn't choose to eat clams from there.

A sewage treatment plant and boat yards are nearby. Officials also are talking about how to
clean up the bottom of Bellingham Bay after years of industrial pollution.

Volunteers spent about an hour learning how to identify types of clams and measure out
study areas.

Then they fanned out on the beach in pairs, one member of the team digging 1-cubic-foot
holes and dumping the contents onto tarps. The other team member would then identify the
clams and record information about them on a sheet. They then refilled the holes, putting
the clams back in their homes.

As volunteers John and Helen Campbell worked toward the waterline, John talked about the
importance of the survey.

"It's important that all animal species' populations are intact for the ecosystem to be in
balance," said the 53-year-old Bellingham man. "It's an indicator of the health of the whole
earth.”

Reach Katie N. Johannes at katie.johannes@bellinghamherald.com or call 756-2805.
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Derelict gill nets targeted

Old gear seen as threat to ships, sea life

MAME BURNS THE BELLINGHAM HERALD

A U.S. Army Corps of Engineers crew hoists a 600-foot fishing
net up to the deck of their boat.

http://news.bellinghamherald.com/apps/pbcs.dll/aﬁicle‘?AID:/ZOO50702/NEWS05/50702032... 7/5/2005
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Like angry undersea phantoms, deserted nets continue to entangle
marine life, snarl ship propellers and snare divers for years after the
gear has broken free from fishing boats. '

"They're designed to not be seen in
the water, and not to rip, to help
catch fish. But that's also what makes
it hazardous," said Chris Craven,
advertising director for LFS Marine

and Outdoor in Bellingham. Discover
tips.in.ou
U.S. Navy divers were in the waters you.avole
off Blaine this week, learning );
techniques from the state - docurr
Department of Natural Resources for ")

retrieving lost or abandoned gear.
They are part of a multiagency effort
to find and remove gear, and
research the extent of the problem.

. A ﬁgtdsthe REPORTING DERELICT
A diver from the state GEAR
seem to

Department of Natural o o

. o report derelict fishing gear,
Resqurces heads into . be call the state Department of Fish
Semiahmoo Bay, searching for  everywhere,,  widiife hot line at (800) 477-
abandoned fishing gear. MAME  in Puget 6224, or use the online report form
BURNS THE BELLINGHAM HER Sound, at www.wdfw.wa.gov/ish /derelict.

Stretchin g ﬁ‘»:‘:?ll down to the red report form

north to the Canadian border.
» More information abouf the

; derelict fishing gear removal
After 40 days of working to remove nets program Is available online at

for the conservation group Northwest www,wolfw.wa.gov, or
Straits Commission, Jeff June figures he www .nwstraits.org.
has looked at only 1 percent of Puget

Sound.

"we've found 263 separate gill nets on 73 acres of seabed," he said.

This week, divers recovered a 600-foot-long gilinet from the bottom of
Semiahmoo Bay. Entangled in the net were a sea lion, three harbor
seals, evidence of at least 90 sea birds and countless fish - all dead,
June said.

What divers find in the nets is only a snapshot of what the nets
capture and kill.

Below the nets is a graveyard of fish and bird bones, picked clean by
crabs and other scavengers.Increased awareness of the problem has
prompted action by conservation groups, state agencies and the
federal government. The more work they do, the more derelict gear
they find.

http://news.bellinghamherald.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20050702/NEWSOS/50702032... 7/5/2005
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June's Seattle-based company Natural Resources Consuitants has a
contract for derelict gear cleanup with the Northwest Straits
Commission. The group has been removing gear - which includes
nets, and crab and shrimp pots - since October 2001, according to the

group's Web site.

With federal funding this year, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration has paid to develop and test protocols for removing
derelict gear.

Divers with the state Department of Natural Resources learned
techniques for recovering the nets from commercial divers who
encounter them while harvesting geoducks, sea cucumbers and
urchins, June said.

This week, DNR divers passed on their knowledge to U.S. Navy divers
in the Puget Sound and Whatcom County region. That's because
civilian divers don't have access to waterways near military

installments.

"Navy divers encounter the gear often, usually during inspections on
ships and subs,” said Senior Chief Boy Kayona, a master diver from
the Navy base on Whidbey Island.

The nets often wind their way around the propellers of military ships,
potentially inhibiting their ability to steer.

This year, NOAA's focus is transferring training from the state to the
federal level. In three years, the hope is to take that knowledge
across the country, said Holly Bamford, program manager for NOAA's
marine debris program.

"The unique thing about Puget Sound is that it's a relatively low-
energy body of water," June said. "There are lots of nets out here and

they're not going anywhere."

In the open ocean, the invisible nets roll around until they snag
something, said Will Nuckols of Coastal America, an arm of the federal
government that oversees a number ocean and coastal agencies.

"They're like monofilament tumbleweed."

Reach Katie N. Johannes at katie, johannes@bellinghamherald.com or call 756-
2805,
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Derelict gill nets targeted

Old gear seen as threat to ships, sea life

KATIE N. JOHANNES
THE BELLINGHAM HERALD

Like angry undersea phantoms, deserted nets continue to entangle marine
life, snarl ship propellers and snare divers for years after the gear has
broken free from fishing boats.

"They're designed to not be seen in the water, and not to rip, to help catch
fish. But that's also what makes it hazardous," said Chris Craven,
advertising director for LFS Marine and Outdoor in Bellingham.

U.S. Navy divers were in the waters off Blaine this week, learning
techniques from the state Department of Natural Resources for retrieving
lost or abandoned gear. They are part of a multiagency effort to find and
remove gear, and research the extent of the problem.

And the nets seem to be everywhere in Puget Sound, stretching north to
the Canadian border.

After 40 days of working to remove nets for the conservation group
Northwest Straits Commission, Jeff June figures he has looked at only 1
percent of Puget Sound.

"We've found 263 separate gill nets on 73 acres of seabed," he said.

This week, divers recovered a 600-foot-long gillnet from the bottom of
Semiahmoo Bay. Entangled in the net were a sea lion, three harbor seals,
evidence of at least 90 sea birds and countless fish - all dead, June said.

What divers find in the nets is only a snapshot of what the nets capture and
kill, '

Below the nets is a graveyard of fish and bird bones, picked clean by crabs
and other scavengers.Increased awareness of the problem has prompted
action by conservation groups, state agencies and the federal government.
The more work they do, the more derelict gear they find.

June's Seattle-based company Natural Resources Consuitants has a contract
for derelict gear cleanup with the Northwest Straits Commission. The group
has been removing gear - which includes nets, and crab and shrimp pots -
since October 2001, according to the group's Web site.

With federal funding this year, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration has paid to develop and test protocols for removing derelict

gear.

http://news.bellinghanﬂlerald.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?Date=20050702&Category=NEWSO... 7/5/2005
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Derelict gill nets targeted

Old gear seen as threat to ships, sea life

KATIE N. JOHANNES
THE BELLINGHAM HERALD

Like angry undersea phantoms, deserted nets continue to entangle marine
life, snarl ship propellers and snare divers for years after the gear has
broken free from fishing boats.

"They're designed to not be seen in the water, and not to rip, to help catch
fish. But that's also what makes it hazardous," said Chris Craven,
advertising director for LFS Marine and Outdoor in Bellingham.

U.S. Navy divers were in the waters off Blaine this week, learning
techniques from the state Department of Natural Resources for retrieving
lost or abandoned gear. They are part of a multiagency effort to find and
remove gear, and research the extent of the problem.

And the nets seem to be everywhere in Puget Sound, stretching north to
the Canadian border.

After 40 days of working to remove nets for the conservation group
Northwest Straits Commission, Jeff June figures he has looked at only 1
percent of Puget Sound.

nwe've found 263 separate gill nets on 73 acres of seabed,” he said.

This week, divers recovered a 600-foot-long gilinet from the bottom of
Semiahmoo Bay. Entangled in the net were a sea lion, three harbor seals,
evidence of at least 90 sea birds and countless fish - all dead, June said.

What divers find in the nets is only a snapshot of what the nets capture and
kill. :

Below the nets is a graveyard of fish and bird bones, picked clean by crabs
and other scavengers.Increased awareness of the problem has prompted
action by conservation groups, state agencies and the federal government.
The more work they do, the more derelict gear they find.

June's Seattle-based company Natural Resources Consultants has a contract
for derelict gear cleanup with the Northwest Straits Commission. The group
has been removing gear - which includes nets, and crab and shrimp pots -
since October 2001, according to the group's Web site.

With federal funding this year, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration has paid to develop and test protocols for removing derelict

gear.

http://news.bellinghamherald.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?Date=20050702&Categ0ry=NEWSO... 7/512005
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Divers with the state Department of Natural Resources learned techniques
for recovering the nets from commercial divers who encounter them while
harvesting geoducks, sea cucumbers and urchins, June said.

This week, DNR divers passed on their knowledge to U.S. Navy divers in the
Puget Sound and Whatcom County region. That's because civilian divers
don't have access to waterways near military installments.

"Navy divers encounter the gear often, usually during inspections on ships
and subs," said Senior Chief Boy Kayona, a master diver from the Navy

base on Whidbey Island.

The nets often wind their way around the propellers of military ships,
potentially inhibiting their ability to steer.

This year, NOAA's focus is transferring training from the state to the federal
level. In three years, the hope is to take that knowledge across the country,
said Holly Bamford, program manager for NOAA's marine debris program.

"The unique thing about Puget Sound is that it's a relatively low-energy
body of water," June said. "There are lots of nets out here and they're not

going anywhere."

In the open ocean, the invisible nets roll around until they snag something,
said Will Nuckols of Coastal America, an arm of the federal government that
oversees a humber ocean and coastal agencies.

"They're like monofilament tumbleweed."

ThE BELLISCiM HERALD

www.bellinghamherald.com
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Group offers scientific expertise in managing shoreline

Federally-funded Marine Resources of Whatcom County an amalgam of private citizens, local officials

fied, Olah is an MRCWC member.

by CHRISTINA CLAASSEN

christina@whatcomindependent.com

bout four years ago Chris

Fairbanks attended the

2001 Salmon Summit.
As a marine and fisheries biologist
hie is interested in salmon recovery
and restoration of marine habitat,
so he was quickly drawn (o the
Marine Resources Committee of
Whatcom County (MRCWC),

1 saw (their) display board and
thought this would be a good group
to be involved with,” said
Fairbanks, who has been vice-chair

" of the commiitee for abowt a year.

1 found that a position was open
for members with scientific expert-
ise, so I applied and was accepted.”
The MRCWC is one of seven
commitiees in Western Washington
that was created to guide local
communities in preserving marine
resources by using up-to-date
information and scientific expert-
ise, The goal is to achieve resource
conservation and habitat protection
within the Northwest Straits. The
Marine Resources Conumittee was
created in 1998 and is federally
funded by the Northwest Straits
Marine Conservation Initiative.

Andrea Ofah and Mary Ellen Hartne!! at Mud Bay in northern Chuckanut Bay, digging holes and sorling, measuring, and counting clams,

In addition to federal funding,
the MRCWC bhas also partnered
with focal governments and other
groups that bring additional
resowrces to the projects,  For
example, the group partnered with
the City of Bellingham to conduet
the creosote log inventory and
removal praject, and with the Port
of Bellingham on a water quality
improvement project in Drayton
Harbor.

Seven countics along the waters
of Puget Sound and the Straits of
Juan de Fuea work to maintain the
health of the ccosystems along
these waterways. Habitats such as

£

celgrass beds, shellfish beds and
kelp forests are sionitored, as well
as populations of marine animals
and their food sowrces.

Erika Strocbel, Sesior Planner of
Whateom County Public Works, is
the planner for the Committee and
has been working with them for
about five years.

Stroebel works for the Water
Resources  Division of Public
Works, which provides administea-
tive and technical support to the
MRCWC. She has been the lead
staff person for this committee, and

A both Mud Bay and Birch Bay, at feast nine different types of clams ware identi-

O

-
e

Cowrtesy photo

Portage Bay and Drayton Harbor.

The Water Resources Division
also has an intern who assists with
MRCWC  community outreach
projects and the clam surveys,

Stroebel has seen the programs
evalve through time. “In the first
couple of years people were still
fearning a lot, and we took a lot of
time to become more familiar with
issues in Whatcom County,” she
said. “We have had a lot more par-
ticipation in the last few years
(from people} whe are not commit-
tee bers.”

also works with the County’s two
shelifish  protection  districts:

See SHORELINE, page 22 b
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Stroebel says the Commitiee has
19 members, most of them volun-
teers. Five members are staff from
Jocal governmental agencics.

The mission of MRCWC is 10
revialize and preserve Whateom
County marine resourees for future
generations.  Five  citizen-based
interest groups focus on conserva-
tion and envirommental issues, eco-
nomic issues, recreation, relevant
scientific expertise and citizens-at-
large. Many community members
paniicipate in activitis, as well as
monthly meetings,

The comsittee has  been
involved in several projects includ-
ing clam surveys and restoration at
Birch Bay, mapping of marine veg-
clation at Cherry Point, assessing
rockfish population in Whatcom
County, removing creosote logs
from county beaches and assessing
surf smelt spawning along beaches,

Projects such as these help the
MRCWC  understand  certain
marine wildlife groups more clear-
ly. Strocbe} said that the ¢lam sur-
veys ot Birch Bay, Chuckanut Bay
and Semiahmoo Spit filled a data
gap that helped determine what
kind of clams lived in this area.
Also, it helped determine which
areas needed clam enhancement.

“We'd been hoping to reseed

come native clams, but now we're
looking at reseeding Manila
clams,” Stroebel said.

The projects also teach commu-
nity mesmbers various ways 10
reduce their impact on marine habi-
tat and wildlife. In the case of
clams, participants were taught
how 1o refill clom holes, meastre
their clams and the importance of
staying within the state regulated
fimits of clams harvested.

Sre SHORELINE, page 23
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Chris Faisbanks and Heidi Biggs conduct a clam survey 8t Birch Bay. Falrbanks is a
MRCWC member. Courtesy photo
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Portrait of Mountain Man - Part 2

According to Wes

ut old mountain man's
B main love was fishing. 1
swear this man could
catch a fish in a mud puddle, 1 first
met him on a Jocal lake and would
observe him for hours as he hooked
and released trout after trout when
nobody else out there seemed to get
a bite, He was like watching poeiry
in motion. He was one with his sur-
roundings, 1t was like he had 2
sixth sense, One day 1 met him at
the boat ramp and started tatking to
him and asking questions about his
remarkable success rate. Well, one
thing led to another, and he invited
me to go with him the next day. I'il
tell you, 1 was excited. The next
day I was an hour early because
there was no way 1 was going 1o
miss this adventure and the possi-
bility of learning from a true mas-
ter. 1 can remember it just Jike it
was yesterday, and this took place
four years ago.

On this day he was bigger than
life to me. This man was a fishing
legend in the area and bis feats as a
fisherman were always discussed

where anglers gathered. Everyone
knew Dhis reputation as one of the
truly greats, not only in the area,
but around the state, T ean honestly
say this was the day that 1 truly
fearned about fishing a lake effec-
tively and the reason you should do
your homework before you attenpt
10 2o out, We Toaded all of our gear
in the boat and started out, He
explained fo me what we were
going 1o vse and just why we werce
going to work the area he was

never really gave a second thought
to and showed me how much Ireal-
Iy had to learn,

He also told me that to say that
you were going to go trout fishing
was a very smbiguous statement 1o
make. Each species of trout needs
different habitats 1o survive, This
was really an eye-opener for me,
part of the education | was hoping
to receive, As we got to the section
of the Jake he intended to work for
the day we let our lines out, then he

1 finally got him close enough to
the boat to put a net on him - a beautiful
eight-pound rainbow. As I looked at the
mountain man, he had this great big grin on
his face and said, “There’s your dinner. »

headed to. As we motored out into
the lake he pointed out different
areas and explained to me why one
area was better than others during
certain times of the year, He also
told me things I should be looking
for in carly spring, summer, fall,
and winter. These were things 1

DIRT TRACKS

this happens before next year.

against the fickle weather.

snowfall.
ter...

—~-John Kinmonth

Website: www.ntbaker.us

FresH TRACKS
; Your Weekly Ski Report

For the sake of honesty, we’ve officially changed the name
of this column until Mt, Baker gets more snow. Hopefully,

. This past week on the mountain was marked by warmer

temperatures and some rainfall, chipping away at an alrcady
extremely shallow snow base. With discounted lift tickets and
creative grooming, the ski area is making a desperate stand

Facing no significant snowfall in the foreseeable future,
M. Baker did what any respectable ski area would do: hold a
rail contest. Mt. Baker will be hosting a “Rail Box Jam
Contest” this weckend with cash prizes, music, and merchan-
dise. If you got skills putting p-tex on metal, you might want
to make the trip up the mountain,

n other contest news, holding the beloved Legendary
Banked Slalom could prove exceedingly difficult this year. If
the current weather pattern holds, it will be interesting to see
what creative alternatives Gwyn and Amy Howat think up:
Legendary Pond 8kim, anyone?

Despite ample sacrifices to the snow gods, the weekend
forecast calls for more sunshine. Things should cool off a bit
moving into next week, but don’t expect any significant

Let’s all pretend we live in Ohio and this is an epic win-

Mt, Baker ski report: 671-0211

4
’ﬁ‘ e
A3

started 1o teach me how 1o bracket
a lake down to locate the trout,
This was turning out 10 be guite an
experience and 1 was soaking it alf
in, | watched him as he checked out
the water tooking for a batch so he
could find a fly with matching col-
ors or the exact matching fly.

In less than twenty minutes, we
had hooked and released two rain-
bow trout, each from twelve to six-
teen inches. He was telling me not
10 worry, those weren’t the ones we
were looking for. We were looking
for big game in the five-pound

range, which was fine by me.
Something that big would be an all
time best for me. And to tell you
the truth, 1 was getting excited at
the prospect of hooking into some-
thing that big.

As the day wore on, he taught me
lesson after lesson, We hooked and
released over thirty fish apiece,
several in the two- to three-pound
range. 1 finally had a hook-up that
completely took me by surprise. 1
saw it come out of the water and
couldn't believe my eyes. R was
huge, the biggest 1'd ever hooked
into. 1 played him for about a half-
hour as he leapt out of the water
and made several more runs on me.
I finally got him close cnough 1o
the boat to put a net on him - a
beantiful eight-pound rainbow. As 1
Tooked at the mountain man, he bad
this great big grin on his face and
said, “There’s your dinner.” 1 got
the fish home that evening and fil-
leted him owt. 1 had a few friends
over for dinner mainly because 1
knew no one would believe me if 1
told them,

Now the reason I'm writing this
story is that 1 had noticed the old
mountain man hadn't been on the
fake lately. The fall was his favorite
time to fish the lakes, so T made a
trip up to his cabin to make sure
everything was all right,

1 knocked on his door and got no
answer. I went in to find that it was
cpty, everything was gone.

UNCLEWES

v

Evidently he just packed up and
moved on without any fanfare or
good-hyes, 1 don’t know if this
community realized the Joss that
they suffered, T think eventually
they will, but it’s too late now. 1
only hope he finds what he’s Jook-
ing for. If you should happen to see
Bim, teld him 1 said hello and thaoks
for everything. This man is one of a
kind and it’s worih your time to gel
to know him.

So tontil next time, may the fish at
the end of your line be the one of
your dreams, W

SHORELINE

(from page 22)

Many volunteers participate in
monitoring habitat for fish, shell-
fish and other wildlife. They partic-
ipate in data collection which is
then used to determine where the
critical or threatened habitat may
be and how the habitat is affected.
Some of the subcommittees will
work with specific species to get a
better understanding. Stroebel said

~the rockfish subcommittee con-

ducied three workshops to find out
where community members have
seen rockfish. ’

The MRCWC will be conducting
three clam surveys again this
spring and summer,  The exact
dates and locations are still being
determined, Strocbel said, Anyone
wishing to participate or learn more
about the surveys can contact Doug

T
Your dinner out

could be the time of
- someone's life.

Call for an appointment today.

Stark at 676-6876.

MRCWC also works in conjunc-
tion with various organizations
within the county. Projects have
been coordinated  with  the
Nooksack Recovery Team, the City
of Bellingham, the Port of
Bellingham, as well as the
Washington State Department of
Fish and Wildlife,

Mostly, MRCWC is a way to
educate and involve the communi-
ty in the diverse marine ccosystem
around thens.

“This is a too] for getting out and
talking to the community,” Strocbel
said.+
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north Puget Sound area work to protect the water body that links
them together.

Eelgrass, which washes back and forth with the tide, provides
habitat for tiny fish that salmon eat.

"Forage fish use it for shelter," Erenzl said. "Salmon feed on the
forage fish. It's really important habitat for the species that use the
intertidal area."

Eelgrass also provides cover for young, dime-size Dungeness
crab, Frenzl said.

Frenzl said the eventual goal is to determine whether eelgrass is in
decline, stable or growing.

Perhaps the biggest threat eelgrass faces is too much sediment in
the water, something that also threatens salmon and other marine
life, Frenzi said.

Erosion brought on by farming or development near streams and
rivers puts extra sediment into river systems - sediment that flows
into Possession Sound and Port Susan when rivers run high. The
sediment blocks sunfight, which causes eelgrass to die, Frenzl
said. He hopes the mapping will help gauge whether the sediment
is causing eelgrass to shrink.

Eelgrass strands are about 21/2 feet long and about a half-inch
wide, Frenz! said. Although the plant floats on water, it stays
attached to the sea bottom. Eelgrass is easiest seen on the beach
when the tide is out.

Reporter Lukas Velush: 425-339-3449 or Ivelush@heraldnet.com.
Eelgrass facts
* Eelgrass is a perennial plant, which means it's not seaweed.

* The plant reproduces by root and seed. Most reproduction is
through roots, which aflow the plant to create large colonies or
beds.

* Eelgrass booms from June fo August. The flowers are smail and
hard to see.

* The plant grows on muddy, sandy bottoms in shallow subtidal
zones down to about 22 feet below the surface. It likes estuaries
and other areas with weak wave action.

* Washington state has lost an estimated 33 percent of its eelgrass
beds.

* Eelgrass in the past has been used for food (seeds and roots),
animal bedding, insulation, diarrthea medicine and compost.

Source: Snohomish County
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ENVIRONMENT

Sound cleanup plan draws
concerns

Environmentalists question panel's effectiveness

KATIE N. JOHANNES
THE BELLINGHAM HERALD

Creating a redundant layer of bureaucracy, and the inability to enforce
existing environmental laws, are among Bellingham environmentalists'
concerns about recommendations for protecting and restoring Puget Sound.

Draft recommendations released Oct. 13 by the Puget Sound Partnership,
appointed by the governor in 2005, are receiving mixed reviews.

Robyn du Pré, executive director of the environmental group RE Sources,
said the proposed creation of a new governing body to direct cleanup
efforts is reminiscent of the now defunct Puget Sound Water Quality

Authority.

"It started to be effective, and then it got its GET INVOLVED

budget yanked. It had no authority and no ~ ,

power," du Pré said. To comment on
recommendations for cleaning up
Puget Sound:

The autonomous authority was created by the
Legislature in 1985 to develop a comprehensive | - E-mail: info@puget
water quality management plan for Puget soundpartnership.org
Sound. It was absorbed into the governor's , .

) » Mail: Puget Sound Partnership,
office in 1996 as the Puget Sound Action Team, | ¢/o Pugel:;gsounduAcﬁon {-]eam,'pF,_

which continues to operate. 0. Box 40900, Olympia, WA
98504-0900

"If they want to create another entity, that's
fine, but how is this entity going to be able to hold other state agencies
accountable?" she said.

http://www.bellinghamherald.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article...=NEWSOS&ArtNo=610200343&SectionCat=&Template=printart (1 of 3)10/23/2006 9:13:19 AM
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Instead of creating new regulations, de Pré said she would like to see
cleanup standards set at a higher level.

"We want better quality sediment cleanups, for example," she said. "My
fear is that we're rushing to an outcome. ... Is that really going to benefit
the Sound in the long term? I'm not talking about 10 years; I'm talking
about 100 years from now."

She and others would like to see more money go toward enforcing existing
laws and teaching the public ways to minimize negative effects on the
environment.

"If we were really putting all these resources that we're putting into a new
entity into enforcing the laws on the books, we probably wouldn't have
some of these problems," she said. '

For example, government agencies have a difficult time ensuring industries
have and comply with permits to discharge waste into the water.

Ginny Broadhurst, marine program coordinator for the Northwest Straits
Commission, said she was excited to find such specific recommendations in
the draft report.

"The actions are supporting work we've been doing with fishing gear
removal and creosote log removal," she said.

She was pleased to see that the Puget Sound Partnership recognized the
work of the local Marine Resource Committee and stewardship programs.

But she said those local programs can't be effective without funding.

She thought the recommendations would be applicable to Bellingham as a
piece of the larger ecosystem.

"Bellingham is similar to so many other shoreline communities around
Puget Sound (in terms) of habitat loss and water quality problems," she
said.

The Puget Sound Partnership developed the recommendations as part of
the governor's goal to achieve a "healthy" Puget Sound by 2020.

Many in the environmental community think the goal is ambitious, but they
said significant improvement was possible.

Most in attendance at a Monday public meeting about the draft

recommendations were from an environmental organization. Sehome High
School senior Courtney Scherting wondered what it all means for her.

http://Www.bellinghamherald.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article...=NEWSOS&ArtNo:610200343&SectionCat=&Temp1ate=printart (2 0 3)10/23/2006 9:13:19 AM
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"As a person who is about to exercise her right to vote ... we need to have
programs in our schools, so when it comes to the point where our choices
affect the generations after us, we understand what we're doing."

Reach Katie N. Johannes at katie.johannes@bellinghamherald.com or call 756-2805.

Teg BECLINGAAH! HERALD
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® Neighbors concerned ' I
. ——— tairuhnd. ul
over impact on Lake e

Whatcom, surrounding
area

by SHERI WARD
sheri@whatcomindy.com

BELLINGHAM - If property owner Gordon
Tverson is able to fulfill his plans to develop
a portion of Squalicum Mouatain, the arca
will become home 1o 45 to 55 view homes
clustered on the southeast ridge of the moun-
tain.

Tverson owns approximately 700 acres on
Squalicum Mountain, with most of his hold-
ings zoned forestry, allowing one house per
20 acres; some parts are currently zoned ru-
ral, and allow one house per five acres. He
purchased the property around 12 years ago,
afier it lad been logged by Trillium Corpo-
ration, f I o ; ; b
Bill Sygitowicz, a development consultant  Aea resident and small-scats catle farmer Lanry Halm is congesned about the proposed cluster housing on Squaticum Moun-
who is working with Iverson on the feasibil-  tain and the impact it might have on the surounding area. The area of cluster housing shown on the map viould include ap-
ity study, said the area outside the cluster, proximately 45 10 5 homs 5ites of ons to two acres each. The gray ling tunning east to west between Ihe o “Road Gateways

to watershed" indicates the northern boundary of the Lake Whatcom watershed.
se2 DEVELOPMENT pagz 16 Photo courtesy of Larry Helm; map augmented by Wi graphics stall

Net Recovery
B Acres of discarded fishing

nets cover seabed

by TAYLOR PHIFER
taylor@whalcomindy.com

BELLINGHAM - Last week two detachments of
Navy divers from San Diego and Honolulu per-
formed training exercises off the south end of
Lummi Istand where more than 100,000 pounds
of derelict net have been removed from the sea-
bed,

The project is a joint effors between the Com-
mission, the Ceast Guard and the Navy to clean
up the tons of net that fitter the sea floor in the
area,

Qver the years, hundreds of gill-netters have
dragged thousands of acres of net through the
waters of Puget Sound and the San Juan Islands.
fut during the process, the huge nets have be-
come snagged or were simply cut and left be-
hind. These nets may sink to the botiom, but
their days of catching things ave far from over,

Last week the Northwest Straights Commis-
ston, with help from the Coast Guard Reserve
and a Navy dive team brought up several of

¢ AECOVERY page 16

Coast Guard Reserve membsrs and members of a Mavy dive team retrieve nets [eft behind by fishermen. The nets present
a hazard 1o aquatic Tife, and fons of such nets litlet the sea Hoor.

photo by Taylor Piiter

~ NEWS AT A GLANCE
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Piote courtesy of Steve Wolll
POINT RDBERTS ~ On August 12, a bright
and sunny day, the Point Roberis Taxpayer's
Association sponsored a walk around Lily
Point to promote interest in preserving the
agx;'i‘, novs privately owned and undeveloped.
L)

1 "'; T R
Pholo by by Jonathan V¥, Sodt
50 low- income apartments
nearing completion

BELLINGHAM ~ The Bellingham/Whatcom
County Housing Authorily is nearing comple-
tion on 50 low-income apartments to be lo-
cated near downtown on Laurel St a haif

hlock west of State Street. For more on this
development, turn fo p. 2.

District tells Vanlderstine,
“Go work in the garage!”

PEACEFUL VALLEY — In addition to the many
areas of disagresment among commissionsrs
and citizens in Water District 13, at this veek's
meeting a decision was made to fell Plant Op-
erator Don Vanidersting that from now on he
was to work in the garage instead of the dis-
{rict’s office. Want to know what else com-
misstoners decided? Turnto p. 3.

What's really the problem?

COUNTY — Some say there's too much immi-
gration, some say there's not enough. Some
say the border's pretly secure; others bsg to
differ. Some say there are enough border
agents, others say we're 400 short. The one
thing that's for sure is that there is a lot of
opinion on the subject. For some of It, see

p 3.

=N g
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DEVELOPMENT

from page §

approximately 550 acres, would be
retained by Iverson and the areas
currently in forestry would be run
as a managed forest. Aceording to
current plans, approximately 65 o
70 percent of the home sites would
lie within the Lake Whatcom water-
shed, which provides drinking water
for Bellinghanm.

The Squalicum Valley Conunu-
nity Association (SVCA), tepre-
senting arca residents, is concerned
about $he proposal, and presented
its concerns to the County Coungil
in a leter last week. In the letter,
the SVCA challenged the council’s
decision to send the proposal direet-
ly to the planning staff, rather than

is the southern boundary of the
propesty.

Area resident Larry Helm is con-
cerncd that the area proposed for
managed foresiry may Hot remain in
that use. Iverson has proposed put-
ting a deed restriction on the prop-
erty to preserve its use as forestry,
but Helm and other members of
SVCA question if the deed restric-
tion could later be changed to allow
for housing development.  Helm
said SYCA had asked Iverson to
put a conservation easerment on the
property instead, but he deelined.

Helm owns a small eaule raneh in
Squalicum Valtey, and is concerned
that builders on this site would be
distnbing the soif and causing ero-
sion into the watershed. Helm said,

Approximately 65 to 70 percent of the home sites would
fie within the Lake Whatcom watershed, which provides
drinking water for Bellingham.

have a public hearing on it. In the
lerter, SYCA also stated its opin-
ion that the proposed clustering is
inconsistent with the Taw, since the
Growth Management Act “requires
that a county prechude clusters of
such Je that will de d...
urban services” The SVCA lJeuier
also pointed out that the develop-
ment is dependent on the extension
of water and sewer services by the
Lake Whatcom Water and Sewer
District outside its boundaries. The
northernmost boundary of the waier
district is at Academy Road, which

“4 can’t even build a culvert on my
property without asking the coun-
ty’s perission, 1 need to put down
gravel on the cow-paths so they
dont create a muddy path” Helm
believes the county requires more
stringent environmental protection
steps from farmers in the area than
they do from builders, He is also
concerned abont the impact the de-
velopment will have on the existing
rural lifestyle eurrently enjoyed by
Squalicum Valley residents.
Iverson's project would not in-
clude actually building the homes

in the cluster, only selling the lots
a price from $350,000 to $450,000
for a one- 1o two-acre pareel. Sygi-
towicz said building activity can’t
occur between September 1 and
May 1, and builders would be us-
ing preventative measures to reduce
erosion. He also pointed out that
the distance from the cluster site 10
either downhit] boundary is approx-
imately a mile, so the eavironmen-
fal impact ontside the area would be
minimal,

According to Sygitowicz, ever
since the County Council imposed a
Dbuilding moratorium in Lake What-
com’s watershed, they have been
discussing criteria for acceplable
projeets. The four criteria they have
developed at this point are:

» homes should be clustesed;

« water and sewer service should

be available;

« development should not be at
the maximum atlowable den-
sity; and

»a development  agreement
should detait such items as the

Hnniversary
Sale
g 18 - Sept 2

Savings of 15-30%

o

number of honies in the cluster
and treatment of storm water,

Sygitowicz maintains they meet
all four criteria, and that this devet-
opment would be better than simply
platting out the property in 20-acre
parcels,

According to the current plan, the
Lake Whatcom Water and Sewer
District would extend service to
the property. Since the property is
outside the water distsict’s boundar-
jes, this requires an amendment to
the county’s Comprehensive Plan,
which the proponents arc currently
working on. Qriginally, lverson had
asked for water service only, and
had proposed a community water
treatment plant for the cluster. Jim
Ncher, speaking on behalf of the
water district, said they rejected that
proposal, and would only agree if
both water and sewer were provid-
ed. “Not on top of our mountain,”
De said, speaking of the proposed
water treatment plant.

Sygitowicz stressed that water
and sewer would serve this project
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only; no latecomers are envisioned.
The line would run north from Ag-
ate Bay where the water district al-
seady provides service, and there is
no developable properly between
the existing lomes and the Tverson
property. =W
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RECOVERY

from page 1

these nets — one of which had two
haibor seals, several cormorants
and over 100 salinon snagged in it.

“Abandoned, lost and discarded
fishing nets can be found through-
ot the world's ocean’s and are a
particular concern in the waters of
Puget Sound,” Navy Public Affairs
Officer Sheila Murray said, “Un-
Jess removed from the water these
pets continue to auract, capture
and kill marine organisms untl the
gear is buried by sediment and dis-
solves, which could take hundreds
of years”

“ipg difficult,” Navy Dive Chief
Tim Canup said. *Just how people
can leave these nets here, The nets
go missing and they don’t care,
Thete is so much net it would take
months to clean up.”

Months  at  Friday’s
alone.

“i%s not just this focation,” he
sajd. “It%s all over”

The danger is that these uets
don't decompose or go away, they
continue to do what they were de-
signed for,

“Fhese nets are made out of syn-
{hetic material,” Northwest Straights
Commission  Representative  Jeft
June said, “Sunlight degrades the

focation

net but once you get about three
feet under water there is little tight
and the stuff Jasts 10, 20, 30 years.
1t continues 1o do what it was de-
signed to do; it continues the killing
process.”

To reach the discarded nets, div-
ers must go down 70 to 80 feet, One
diver said the visibility is okay until
you start moving around and kick
up all the sediment. Then you're
essentially working blind and must
rely on what you can feel with your
hands.

The seabed in this area is rocky
and the nets get snagged on sharp
rock mounds and left behind. The
divers have to cut the net into see-
tions, fold it up and then attach it 10
a floatation device that brings it t0
the surface. Currently, there is no
reeyele process for the net; after a
days work the hundreds of pounds
of net are taken to a landfil, Jupe
said.

So far there are no penalties for
leaving nets behind, but June said
with a bit of legisiations and money,
the cleanup process could be much
easier.

“If they had a tagging system it
would help us find the nets,” he said.
“We could determine where the net
is going to go. They should have an
excise tax for fishing to pay for the
cleanup so they’re not killing all this

sea fife”

At present the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric  Administration
(NOAA) funds projects like these
through their marine debris pro-
gram. s addition to NOAA, focal
support for the training comies from
the Northwest Straits Commission,
a group of citizens representing lo-
eal, state, tribal and commuiity in-
terests to protect marine resources.
Coastal America, coordinator of
12 federa) departments and the ex-
ecutive offices of the president, fa-
cilitates joint projects which benefit
America’s ocenns and coasts.

In the military, joint service proj-
cets fike this are catled “Purple
Projects,” according to Naval Public
Affairs,

“This is about as purple a project
as vou ge,” project coordinator and
acting military liaison for Coastal
America said. “We have locat Navy
divers feaching a dive team flown
in from Hawaii by an Air Foree Re-
serve cargo plane. Those divers are
teaming up with Army divers from
Ft. Bustis, Virginia and the on-the-
water mission is conducted aboard
a US. Coast Guard tender from
Bellingham with support from the
Coast Guard Auxiliary. The eoop-
eration on this project is outstand-
ing” *Wi
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by Cheryl Lovato Niles

T'm standing on a stxeich of gorgeous shorcline on the western side of
Lummi Island watching Chris Fairbanks, macine biologist and co-chair
for the Whatcotn County Marine Resources Commmittee, wade our
into chest-deep water. Hds tying to locate the edges of the eclgrass
beds. “This eelgrass is wonderful,” he says with a grin. Thacs not the
only thing that’s wonderful I think as I wasch halfa dozen bald eagles
play in the air.

Before Chris and T arrived orito the beach, accompanied by Dave
Kerschnes from the Lumumi Island Herirage Trust, Gerald Larson from
the Marine Resources Committee and David Evanson, velunteer for
the Watershed Master/Beach Watchers, those eagles had been feasting
on a large carcass along with an equal number of urkey vultures. Now
the eagles are aloft and the vultures have relocated to a log perch in the
shade. We can see them clearly; their red heads bright against their black
feathers. The carcass is too hig 0 be a seal. We speulate thar it could
avésh e WS e  know
As 1 look asound T realize that stretchés of .shorefine like this one
could serve as powerful reference points and inspisarion for would-be
Shore Stewards, shoreline property owners who voluntarily follow 10
wildlife-Eriendly guidelines in caring for their beaches, bluffs, gardens
and homes. The Shore Stewards program is new to Whatcom County,
and T hope tha it will be as enthusiastically received as it bas been in
Tsland County; whete it began three years ago. Sponsored and supported
by the Washington State University (W $U) Whatcom Watershed Mas-
ter/Beach Warchers, the program offers a free refesence guidebook to
caring for your shareline, free informarional newsletsers, and will hose
several educational workshops in irs first year in Whatcom County:
The WSU Whatcom Watershed Mastet/Beach Waichers program is
part of the highly acclaimed and nationally recognized “Beach Watcher”
program began by Washington Stare University Extension in Island
County 15 years ago.

Natural Processes Support Life on Beach
As Chris Fairbanks walks along this Luruni Isfand beach, making mea-
surements and recording his observations, he points out sugar kelp, sea
lettuce and Sargassum to me. The tide is well out and the celgrass blades
floating along the surface of the water form a sott of woven blanket.
Tiny fish launch themselves out of the waser ahead of us as we walk,
Tand on this unexpected eelgrass barrier, and then wriggle furiously
berween the blades to gee back into their underwater meadow. Larer, as
we're standing on the cobble beach ralking, 1 cealized that the ground
beneach our feet is alive with movement. Tiny crabs scurtle under, over
and around the rocks we're standing on. I can hear them moving. It's
a soft sound Like soap bubbles popping. Gerald Larson picks up and
examines the oyster shells he finds, while a curiops coyote pup wots
out onto the beach to get a betzer look at us. .

The naturaf processes that support life on chis beach continue as chey

Cheryl Lovato Niles is Coordinasor for the WSU Whascom Watershed
Master/Beach Watchers program as well as the Shore Stewards program. She
bas a Master’s Degree in wildland resource seience from UC Berkeley.

Ste as'dé Preserve Qur
atcom County Shorelines

Ken and Peggy Utsiad are Shove Stewards ax their beachfront home on Whid-
bey Island. They hope to leave their grandchildren a legacy of healthy beaches,
sabmon feshing and abundant marine lfe. The Shore Stewards program began
three years ago in Island County and is new ro Whatsom County.

have for thousands of years. The forest meets the sea here. Tall trees
shade the high beach and that’s good news for tiny forage fish called
sand Jance and surf smelt who Like to lay their even tinier eggs right on
the beach during a high-tide. We carefully sift through the sand in fikely
spats looking for perfectly round, eranstucent cggs only ever-so-slighdly
bigger than grains of sand. We don't find any today, but hope that the
fish do come here to spawn. A. shady beach is a good place for forage
fish eggs. They are less likely to dry out before they can hatch ouc. And
more forage fish ultimarely means more food for those bigger fish, like
salmon, which are such a symbdl] for the Northwest.

Shade is not the only way the forest benefits the marine environment.
The thick, natural vegetation filters and slows the rainwater as it soaks
in and moves over the land. Since there are no bulkheads or armoring
structures here, the shorefine is free w erode slowly, nourishing the
beach with fresh sediments. Along the edge I can see roots exposed
whete the waves have washed the soil away aver time. Eventually, here
and there another teee will fall over onto the beach where ivwill absorb

Continued on page 15
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Continued from page 1 erosion and appreciating and enjoying shellfish (for dinnex!). Participar-
ing Shore Stewards also receive the Shore Stewards Guidebook as well as
The 10 Guidelines for Shoreline Living | informational newslercers.

To learn more about the Shore Stewards program, or to becomne 2
m Use Water Wisely certified Shore Steward, contact Cheryl Lovate Niles, at 676-6736 or
send an email to clniles@wsu.edu,

Gourt of Appeals

® Manage Water Runoff

s Encourage Native Plants and Trees

u Control Pests and Fertilize Safely

= Understand Bluff Dynamics Before Developing

# Respect Intertidal Life

= Preserve Celgrass Beds and Forage Fish Spavwning Habitat

o Know and Practice All the Elements of Septic Mainte-
nance

# Use Soft Armoring Technigues When Appropriate

and deflect some of that wave energy, helping to retain beach sediments,
and 1o keep the overall erosion rate slow.

This shoreline is a place where marine and terrestrial environments
meert and mingle, and it Is full of fife. As T look at it I think of all of the
miles of shoreline that have lost the almost magical life-giving quality
that comes from these functions and processes. And I think of all of the
miles of shoreline that could be lost to development, growth pressuses,
and an expanding population that loves the shore but doesn't understand
ir and doesn't know how to preserve it. And I think, “If only everyone
could see the beauty of this place, people would be clamoring to find
out how they can recreate this on their private property and commu-

» nity beaches.” So many who live here in Whatcom County look out
at the beautiful view of our bays and the straits and believe that this is
a pristine environroent. But I had never seen anything like this and I
suspect that few have. Only those of us with memeries stretching back
1o the easly part of the last century have a good sense of how much has

Shore Stewards are shoreline
property owners who voluntarily
follow 10 wildlife-friendly
guidelines in caring for their
beaches, bluffs, gardens and
homes. : B
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changed over time.
Priting mastsyef. Copy Sousca

The Lummi Heritage Thust was evaluating the parcel’s shoreline in
the hopes of winning grant money to help purchase the property for
conservation. From a biological perspective this stretch of shoreline is
very valuable. And from a non-technical pespective, it is simply swn-
ning. I eruly hope the Heritage Trust is able to acquire this jewel, but X
know that the fisture of our marine environment will not be gnaranteed
through land acquisition alone.

Silent Auction

Vast Majority of Whatcom Shoreline Is
Privately Owned

Because the vast majority of our shoreline in Whatcom County is
privately owned, the future of our marine resources is in our hands.
And the time is now. Many marine biologists believe that our marine
ecosystem is at a ripping point and poised for a crash. If we are to pass
on these precions resources to the next generation we all must learn
how to protect and preserve what we have today. Those of us who live
along the shoteline must come ro understand how our beaches provide
food and shelter to fish and other wildlife. We need to know how to

¥ -
keep the water running off from our yards free of pesticides, fertlizers YO ure a l fea dy ma k] ng S mart
and excess nutrients. We need to understand natural erosion processes,
how to live with them and how to avoid accelerating them. Most im- T”ps without even thin k,ng

portantly, we need to put our understanding into action.

The good news is that caring for our shorelines is both doable and P y .
rewarding. And in the process ;fleamjng bow to take good care of your a b outIt. We d I |ke to h el p you
beach or bluff you learn more about what happens on a beach and the
wildlife thar lives there. Even better news is that we now have excel- ma ke more. Ch eck out th e

fent guidance in Whatcom County in the form of the Shore Stewards
Guidebook. Many of the steps to good stewardship are simple, such

H i H What Watch i iled
as keeping grass dippings and yard waste off of the beach, keeping prizes (InC|Udlng $1 :000 cash l) thjrs Z;;Zzs T‘]z-l: JUI.S&H{:;;}
yout septic system in good working condition and preserving as much Service will not forward third
natural vegerarion as possible. Other topics are more involved, such as at Whatcomsmarﬂrips.o rg or class mail. Please contact

understanding erosion, soft-armoring rechniques and beach friendly
gardening practices. Washington State Universitv Beach Warchers

Whatcom Watch with vour
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ENVIRONMENT
Creosote-laden pilings on way out

Squalicum project to yield 700 tons of wood
JARED PABEN

BELLINGHAM — Crews have started removing old pilings filled with the cancer-causing
chemical creosote, the first of several planned cleanup projects in Bellingham Bay.

Contractors working for the state Department of Natural Resources on Monday used a crane
mounted on a barge to pull the 50- to 60-foot-long pilings of an old dock from Squalicum
Waterway between Bellingham Cold Storage and Mount Baker Plywood Mill. Within the next
five weeks, they expect to pull 672 of the more than 50-year-old pilings from the water.

Creosote was put in logs as a preservative, to kill fungi, plants and pests. But the chemical
leaches out, poisoning sea life near the logs. Broken logs wash up on beaches, poisoning the
sediments, ground water and shore waters, and the organisms that live there. People on the beach
can be exposed to the chemical’s vapors on hot days and when they use the wood to make beach
fires.

Each piling may contain as much as a gallon of creosote per cubic foot of wood, said Lisa
Kaufman, a project manager with the Department of Natural Resources.

Before being pulled out, the pilings are first loosened by a machine that shakes them, freeing
them from the sediment. Then a crane hauls them out. The logs will be disposed of at a special
landfill in Roosevelt, Wash., Kaufman said.

The dock was used as part of a shipbuilding facility sometime after World War II, Kaufman said,
but officials can’t find a record of who owns it.

The dock’s removal is another step in the restoration of Squalicum Creek, which provides a
habitat for salmon. The Port of Bellingham will improve the creek bed just up from the creek’s
mouth, fix a barrier at the stream mouth to better allow salmon up the stream, and deposit sand
and gravel on the waterway floor to nurture them, said Mike Stoner, Port of Bellingham
environmental director. That work could be done in the next year and a half to two years, he said.

The Department of Natural Resources has removed 825 tons of creosote-soaked wood in north

Puget Sound. The Squalicum project will yield about 700 tons of wood. The other projects in
Bellingham Bay will yield about 350 tons of wood.

Reach Jared Paben at 715-2289 or jared.paben@bellinghamherald.com.
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Survey will check on planted clams
CAT SIEH Reach Cat Sieh at cat.sieh@bellinghamherald.comor call 715-2236.

BIRCH BAY - Some clamdiggers won't be in it to reap the tasty benefits this weekend.
About 10 volunteers will dig up the shellfish today as part of a survey to measure the success of human-

planted clam populations in the area.

The study's results could pave the way for future clam-planting projects that would benefit native clam
populations and recreational clam-diggers alike.

The Whatcom Marine Resources Committee survey comes after the group placed baby Manila clams in
Birch Bay in May, said Atina Casas, marine resources planner for Whatcom County Public Works.

Manila clams are not native but have been in the area for a long time.

Casas said digging up the clams - Manila is a popular species for clam-diggers - will allow the
committee to test the project's methodology and measure the success of the planted populations.

"It will give us an indication of how they survived over the summer," she said.

The committee will continue to monitor the planted populations over the next three years, with the next
survey set for spring.

"The long-term goal is to find a source of native Little Neck clams (which are in decline), and to
evaluate seeding with them," Casas said.

Anyone interested in participating in the spring survey may call Casas at 71 5-7450.

Copyright, © All Rights Reserved.
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ENVIRONMENT

Puget Sound funding boosted to $20 million

Money to repair logging roads is cut to $39M
LLES BLUMENTHAL

WASHINGTON, D.C.— Even as Congress cut nearly $23 billion from a massive Spending bill to overcome a threatened presidential
veto, some programs actually received additional funding — including the effort fo clean up Puget Sound.

Originally, Congress was going to provide $15 million for cleanup in the currentfiscal year. But the bill now heading toward final
passage as Congress prepares to recess for the year inciudes $20 million.

Not all programs important to Washington state were so lucky. A new nationwide program to repair deteriorating logging roads in
environmentally sensitive areas was supposed to receive $65 million. Under the revised bill, it will get $39 million.

In Washington state alone, it could cost $300 million during the next 10 years to fix the old Forest Service roads, which are eroding
and threatening endangered salmon spawning habitat.

President Bush has threatened to veto the appropriations bills unless Congress complied with his budget request by slicing almost
$23 billion. The result was a $515.7 billion, 3,575-page omnibus bill that combines the 11 remaining appropriations bills into a single
package.

Though the bill complies with Bush’s bottom line, it reorders some of his priorities, including additional funding for veterans care and
border security.

“The president has been there every step of the way with a bully pulpit and a penready to veto America’s priorities,” said Sen. Patty
Murray, D-Wash., a member of the Senate Appropriations Committee. “It's time that we focus on the needs of the people here at
home.”

The bill, which funds every government agency except the Pentagon, passed the House on Monday and was headed for Senate
passage by midweek. Differences remain over lrag War funding.

Congress earlier passed and Bush signed a separate $495 billion Defense Department spending bill.

Rep. Norm Dicks, D-Wash., chairman of the House interior appropriations subcommittee, said appropriators had to make “difficult
choices” as they cut the spending bill.

Dicks’ interior appropriations bill was cut back by nearly $1 billion. While funding for such things as the National Park Service, the
Nationa! Endowment for the Arts and the national wildlife refuge system were increased, Forest Service and Interior Department
construction activities were trimmed $100 million and $395 million was stripped fom the Clean Water Revolving Fund.

In general, Washington state emerged from the budget battle pretty much unscathed. All $672 million for construction at the state’s
military bases remained intact. Nearly $400 million of that total will be spent at Fort Lewis and the Yakima Firing Range.

Washington also will receive about $25 million in funding to help restore dwinding salmon runs and $1.4 million for the state’s
methamphetamine initiative. Mount Rainier National Park will receive almost $3 milion for continued construction on the Jackson
Visitor Center and to purchase land along the Carbon River.

The mammoth bill also contains language that would delay for one year — until June 2009 — implementation of a rule requiring
passports to be shown at all border crossings by people returning to the United States. Implementation of the first phase of the
program had swamped the State Department with passport applications, causing a months-long delay in issuing them.

Les Blumenthal covers issues about Washington state from the McClatchy Washington, D.C., bureau. He can be reached at
Iblumenthal@mcclatchydec.com.

LOCAL PROJECTS ARE INCLUDED

$2.8 million for the Northern Border Prosecutor Initiative to reimburse northern
border communities for some of their law enforcement expenses.

$1.5 million for the Northwest Straits Initiative to help protect and restore marine
waters in Whatcom, San Juan, Skagit, Island, Clallam, Jefferson and
Snohomish counties.

$245,000 for the Bellingham Marine Trade Center.

$490,000 for Fidalgo Bay Road improvements.

1ofl 12/19/2007 2:33 PM



(lean beaches, an abundance of fish and shellfish, healthy streams ...
These are things that many of us appreciate about the Birch Bay and Terrell Creek watershed, However, in this rapidly growing and

developing area, the natural beauty and environmental health of this watershed is in jeopardy. The future well being of these natural
resources depends on individuals like you taking an active role in the future of this community.

This report will introduce you to activities that are happening in and around the Terrell Creek and Birch Bay area. We will also
explore a little about the history of the area, key issues we are facing, and some ways to be involved in building a healthier watershed.
Those of us living, working, and playing in this beautiful watershed must act cooperatively and effectively in order to ensure
stewardship of the creek and bay for future generations.

Quick facts about
the watershed

» The watershed is about 27
square miles.

The watershed ranges in
elevation from sea level to
240 feet.

Lake Terrall and surrounding
wetland areas are
approximately 738 acres.
The Terrell Creek drainage
area is approximately 17
square miles.

.

Terrell Creel is approximately
8.7 miles long.

Birch Bay s 2.5 miles wide,
Birch Bay has roughly 19.1
miles of marine shoreline,
Hearly 7,000 people five In
the Biveh Bay community,

in 2000, 5196 of the bousing
in Birch Bay was seasonally
occupled,

Report Sponsers:

Nooksack Recovery Team G
Nooksack Salmon Enhancement Association
Whatcom County Marine Resource Committee
National Fish & Wildlife Foundation (funding)
Northwest Straits Commission (funding)

Whatenes Coarty

[

The term watershed describes an area of Jand where rainfall, snowmelt, groundwater,
and springs flow to the lowest point. In this watershed, Terrell Creck and numerous
other smaller streams and drainages (both seasonal and year-round) flow into Birch Bay.

Connecting freshwater
ith marine water

In a coastal watershed, like Birch Bay, the connection between
the freshwater and marine systems is incredibly important.
Freshwater and marine water are connected through a series
of aquatic habitats that support a diversity of life. In this
systerm, Birch Bay is the ultimate destination of all of the
freshwater and everything it carries with it. Pollutants, such
23 excess nutrients and pathogens, can have adverse effects
miles downstream from their point of origin. Therefore,

“water quality in Terrell Creek and other stigams directly
affects the health of shellfish beds and other marine
life in Birch Bay.
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Early inhabitants

The abundance of natural resources has always drawn people to the Birch Bay area,
The Semishmoo, a group of Coast Salish people, inhabited the area from Boundary
Bay to Point Whitehorn. Archeological evidence indicates the Lummi and the
Nooksack Tribes used Bixch Bay seasonally as foraging and ceremonial grounds, The
Lummis calied the area Strav-a-wa, which means ‘the place for clams', In these native
cultures, clams were dried and
- smoked in large quantities to
preserve them for the winter.

 The Spanish and British ' B " ldtime Clam Diggers at Birch 8ay

expl ored Birch B ay in the late Center for Pacific Norshwest Studies, Western Woshington University, Rellinghap, V4
17005, The Spanish called the area Garzon, but the British named it Bixch Bay because of the
thick stands of birch trecs that grew in abundance near the shore.

' The Fraser Valley Gold Rush and the Boundary Survey of the 49® Parallel created a wave of new
settlers in the late 1850s. Two settlements were established in the area at this time. Mappers,
surveyors, gold seekers, and settlers lived at these sites during this short-lived boom. More
settlers came fo the area in the 1870s. Businesses such as sawmills, lumber mills that produced

, Cafforafa Creek Schosl, 18805 shingles and lumber, and canneries helped to build the market-based economy.
Whateont Memories Project, Whatcom Musesn of History ¢ Art

The Development of the Birch Bay We Know Today

+ In the 1920s; Birch Bay became established as 2 tourist
destination. Many beachfront cabins were built to accommodate
visitors and seasonal residents, . o :

s Construction of the Peace Arch in 1921 drew pgopic to the area,

’ T he state of WaShington purchased Lake Terrell in the late
19405 to preserve wildlife habitat and provide recreational

‘ ~ i opportunities -
According to Robert Hawley's Skqee Miuss, or Pioneer Days on the ».During the 1950s Birch Bay was an ’imp‘ox‘tgnt" family vacation *
Nooksack, near the turn of the 20th century, Lynden residents established destination in the region. The amusement park in Birch Bay was
an annual community clam bake that still exists today. The tradition ‘apopular attracti o

started in November 1891, when four men from Lynden traveled all da . ; . ,_ .
by wagon to Birch Bay. They collected butter and }):al)rsc clams by night Y ngtll])e 1?4051?1 l;il ;195;)15,)1?;;311; res;lcli ecx;t I?;f Be%ttyrgcatl}ls secing
when the tides were low enough and celebrated with a community clam saimon {probably cono) . Ioxe: brees Hom s mon O
bake the following day when they returned to Lynden. above Qr??dVl £y Rox d Few sa]{pqn are seen u:l;th‘e “?ek mdaS"
Birch Bay State Park was established in 1954, The State Park now.
“encompasses 194 acres and includes a campground. :
As tiime went by, new industries added to the local economy.In -
1954, the BP (Mobile) Cherry point oil refinery was constructed.
- In 1966 the Alcoa Intalco aluminum plant was built, In 1971 the
“Ferndale refinery owned by ARCO was constructed. Together,
these industrial companies own over 2,400 acres designated for

o)

The first Od Settlers pienic™

was held on € Shop property on August 8, 1896,
Plhoto by Henry Brown, Whatcom Museuns of History and Art

Bicyling Birch Bay — July 1956
Photo by Juck Carver, V/hatcom Musewnt of History & Art

Birch Bay today is experiencing a high volume of recreational use and residential growth., References
Birch Bay is one of the fastest growing areas in Whatcom County, What will the future-bring? Blrch Bay Blaine Subarea, WC Planning, 1987
. L Eisslnger, Ann, Significant Widilfe Areas of

Whatcom County: Lowland Wildlife Areas."Lake
“Terrell and Terrefl Creck Corridor. "December
1994, Whatcom County Planning and
Development Services Planning Division.
Fissinger, Ann.Yerrel] Creek and Wildlife
Habitats. Terrelf Creek and Wildlife Habitat
Baseline Report, Whatcom Councll of
Governments. November 30,2002,

Jeffcott, P.R.Nooksack Tates and Trafls: Historical
Stories of Whatcom County Washington.
Femdale: Sedro-Woolley Courier-Times, 1949.
Comprehensive Stormwater Plan prepared for
Whatcom County, WA. fuly 2006, CHZMHILL

www,seattlelnsider. com
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Land/Recreation LManufacturing i , v
The watershed has been altered quite a bit, according to this 1970s postcard. Alan Slcher Hosksack indian Tibe

General Land Use in the Birch Bay and Terrell Creek Watershed 2006 Postenrds obtined swith pernission from hitp: [fwiww, geocities. comiBischBayPosteards! Ger'?]d Larson, Birch Bay Resident;
Whatcom County Phntizsg and Development Scrvices X David Beatty, NSEA board member
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« The Birch Bay rookery
Cisongofthelargast

great blue heron
nesting colonles in the
Pacific Northwest

* Residentand -
migratory ducks and
geese

_ LAKE
TERR

From Lake Terrell to Birch Bay,
Terrell Creek and other streams flow -

through a variety of habitats within the
watershed. These aquatic and terrestrial habitats

provide essential ecological functions and archome
to a great diversity of species. The rich abundance of wildlife
and natural beauty created by the interaction between species

and habitats has drawn many residents to the area. Now it is up to us to

Mammals

By fand and by sea

Coyote, fox, deer,
otter, beaver, weasel,
muskrat, mink, skunk,
northem water shrew,
bat, mice, and other
rodents

HABITAT

Salmon

. Coho and chum, sea-
' run cutthroat, and
¢ winter steelhead trout

Shellfish

& Trout  Canaryinthe

| coalmine

. Kings of the sea z

: ¢ Dungeness crab,

- horse clam, butter
. clam, native

. littleneck, and

+ UseTerrell Creekfor * Manila littleneck
all life stages, but . clams
populations have been
depleted In recent : » Important resource/
years food source for

« As of May 2007 humfsns and other

steelhead trout are species
listed as threatened + Indicator specles
on the endangered of degrading water
species list quality

Chinook and bull

trout use Birch Bay

for foraging and

over winteringin the -
nearshore environment

' STRUCTURE

minimize our footprint on the natural world and preserve what we hold dear.

Riparian refers 1o the yegetated area
next to 4 stream or other water body. It
contains elements of both aquatic and
terrestrial ecosystems that mitually
influence each other. These areas are
important natural filters which protect
environments from excessive sediment,
erosion, and polluted surface runoff,
Riparian areas connect aquatic habitats
with upland areas, serving as wildlife
corridors, It has been estimated that
more than 85% of wildlife species in
western Washington utilize riparian
zones (Bissinger 5). Healthy native
vegetation in the riparian area also
provides important shade for the stream
and food sources for animals, The entire
]ength of Terrell Creck and other streams
are rlpauan habitat.

Lake Terrell and wetland

‘areas throughout the
watershed are important
becanse they maintain the

water cycle-and prov;de key =

wildlife habitat. Waberfow],
fish, amphibians, and
mammals utilize this

critical habitat year round
and seasonally. Wetlands
discharge water during
times of low flow, provide
floodwater retention in times
of heavy rainfall, and act

as biofilters for pollutants.
Flooding can be attributed
to the loss of wetlands in the
watershed.

An estuary is the area where
fresh and marine waters

meet and mix. High rates of
biological productivity are
characteristic of estuaries.
For sea-bound species such
as salmon, estuaries provide a
transitional area, where they
adapt to saltwater conditions
and find abundant food

for an important growth
stage. The Birch Bay estuary
includes several salt marshes,
which are wetlands with salty,
brackish water and distinctive

plant communities,

* Graphic: King Conny Depaitiert
of Natural Resouirces and Parks GIS

s exposed totheairat low tide
and submerged at high tide. Birch
Bay and its extensive tideflats are
considered a nearshore habitat. The
warm shallow waters in Birch Bay

- provide this area with an especially
high level of biological productivity.
Birch Bay supports one of the
largest contiguous eelgrass areas in
the county and one of the largest
recreational shellfish areas in the
state, Nearshore habitats and pocket
estuaries contain critical food
sources for young migratory salmon

and other fish.




wing Classifications

Washington State Department of Health (DOH) Recreational Shellfish Program provides
information about where and how to safely harvest shelifish that are free of contamination.
DOH evaluates water quality at shellfish growing areas throughout the state.

Tn Birch Bay, water quality samples are collected at 10 marine stations six times per year.
Currently, all stations in Birch Bay are meeting the shellfish water quality standards.
However, due to declining water quality, stations 22 and 28 have been identified as
sites of concern. There is also a marina closure zone at station DOH 17, adjacent

to Birch Bay Village and a closure zone around an outfall near station 20,

lifish @r

Eastern
Butteb\ [ Horse

In 2004, the Clam Enhancement Subcommittee of the Whatcom County Marine

Resources Committee (MRC) kicked off a major project on the tide flats of Birch

Bay. The project involves filling data gaps through clam surveys and monitoring

water quality, building community awareness of water quality and shellfish Hative
harvest issues, and seeding clams at appropriate enhancement plots. The MRC  Littleneck|
thanks the community volunteers who helped put these projects in motion! N

L
Clam Surveys ~ Manila

The largest recreational shelifish harvesting area in the county, Birch Bay
is also the fastest-urbanizing area and runs the risk of declining shellfish s
resources. The goal of the county-wide clam survey project is to gather 2;;?“‘ SB:L% S .eg

. vaseline information on clam species, abundance, and sizes found in

~ Whatcom County, in order to track trends over time and identify priority
areas for protection and enhancement. In 2004, 25 volunteers assisted with
the clam survey in Birch Bay, sampling every quarter mile throughout the tide

DOH 29,

- flats, MRCmember
] : Chils Fairbanks
- To date, nine surveys have been conducted throughout Whatcom County. The © andvolunteer

second round of surveys is scheduled to begin in spring of 2008 and continue
through 2010.

Manila Clam Seeding Project

Supplementing diminishing shellfish beds can enhance a resource that
provides recreational and commercial benefits to the community. In May
2007, test and control plots were set up in two areas in Birch Bay representing
distinctly different substrate types. Volunteers surveyed the plots for existing clam species, as part of
a pre-seeding clam survey. Two weeks later, volunteers helped to seed the test plots with baby Manila
clams. The MRC will conduct post-seeding monitoring in the plots this fall, then annually every

- Heidi Biggs dig for
dams In the tideflats
of Birch Bay during
an MRC basefine dan
L Survey.

spring for three years. Survey data from the test plots will be compared to survey data from unseeded Heather tackay
plots to evaluate success. :A's”?"es baby

- Manila dams at Birc
Through this clam seeding pilot project, the subcommittee will identify challenges in monitoring, site - Bay with survey
preparation, permitting, seeding, and wave encrgy/predator control, This information will be used to manager Atina Cass

help refine the nethods for future enhancement projects with native clams.

Water Quality Monitoring -

Tn May 2006, the MRC began a water quality monitoring project in the Birch Bay watershed, The project involves collecting monthly water samples
for fecal coliform analysis and stream flow estimates. Trained volunteers assist in collecting this data, which will help prioritize drainage areas for
community outreach and potential water quality improvement projects. . .

Birch Bay Fecal Coliform Results
S T June 2006 to May 2007
200- Geometric Mean

Above 50 colonies per 100 mbL ‘

150 exceeds acceptable state standards,
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salmon Remote Site Incubator

The Nooksack Salmon Enhancement Association (NSEA) operates a Remote Site
Incubator (RSI) on Tersell Creck, The RSl is Joaded with 50,000 chum salmon eggs
every winter and is monitored by volunteers until the fry emerge in the spring.
Terrell Creck was historically
abundant in chum and coho
salmon, but has had very few
fish returning in recent years.
The goal of this project is to
help ensure an abundance of
salmon returning to Terrell
Creek in future years, Funding
for the R8I is provided by the
Washington Department of
PBish and Wildlife (WDEW).

Left Chum fy from NSEAS remote site Incubator wait o be reloased Volunteers and the Chums of Terrell Creek release chum ffy $r0sm NSEAS remote site incubator into Terrelf Creekin the spring of 2006,

dowinsireamn Terell Creek, Right: Rache Vasak and Ele Steele-Friediobat
the remote site Incubator after planting eyed chum eggs. NSEA volunteer Melissa Thompson tests the turbidity

. . of Terrell Creek atsite 7 near
onitorin

the outlet to Birch Bay.
NSEA currently has a water quality monitoring program that takes place on
Terrell Creek, Tests for pH, dissolved oxygen, fecal coliform bacteria,
water temperature, and turbidity are performed weekly at seven sites
along the length of the creek. This program is granted by the WDFW
Aquatic Lands Enhancement Account.

Fish Passage Barrier Removal

During 2 WDFW habitat inventory project, four fish passage barriers were identified on Terrell
Creek, Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT), NSEA, Whatcom County, and
private landowners are working to remove three of them over the next fwo summers.

+ The first, a culvert at the Blaine Road stream crossing, will be replaced with a fish passable
structure in summer 2007. .

+ The second, a culvert at the Kickerville Road stream crossing, will be retrofitted in summer
2008.

+ The third, an old concrete dam, is located immediately upstream of Kickerville Road on
private property. NSEA is currently working with the landowner to remove it in summer 2007.

« The fourth is a culvert at the Grandview Road stream crossing. WSDOT is aware of the

***Ba¥rier and plans to replace the culvert sometime in the future.

| salmon Habitat Restoration

A stream restoration project began at a site along Jackson
Road on Terrell Creek in fall 2003. This site has been
dredged, reed canary grass has been removed,
large woody debris has been installed, and
native vegetation has been planted. This
project will continue to be planted and
maintained for a minimum of five years.
Volunteer work parties occur at this site
twice yearly during the spring and
fall seasons, This is a cooperative
project between the Nooksack
Salmon Enhancement
Association, BP Cherry
Point Refinery, Chemco,
National Fish and
‘Wildlife Foundation,
‘WA Dept. of Fish and
wildlife, Washington
Conservation Corps,
Whatcom Community
Foundation, Terrell
Creek Stream Stewards, and -
the Chums of Terrell Creek.

fhap Legend
17 DOHWQ Sites

Upartonees o stesdh ey Qundty Skt
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é&? Restoration Projects

Volunteers plant trees at an NSFA community
workparty on Tereell Creek in November of 2003,

: NSEA volunteers Kyle Ott and Vano Rehm dlean and
§ @ E‘% ?E@ g} check o the 2006 Terrell Creek smoft trap.

In the spring of 2000, 2005, and 2006, NSEA
and a crew of community volunteers operated
a smolt trap in Terrell Creek, The smolt trap was
set up in Birch Bay State Park near the bridge. While
in operation the trap catches all fish migrating upstream
or downstream and is monitored and maintained twice
daily. All fish are counted and released unharmed. Species
caught in the trap include: steelhead, coho, prickly sculpin,
coast range sculpin, staghorn sculpin, stickleback, yellow
pexch, shiner perch, pumpkinseed, large mouth bass, brown
bullhead, starry flounder, carp, bluegill, goldfish, and chum,

® Culvert Replacement

RSt

feeere Yot

«Terrell Creek




A number of problems concerning the hcalth of the ecosystem have been identified in the Birch Bay andTerrell Creek watershed. The Birch Bay
Stormwater Management Plan states, “Birch Bay is currently experiencing declining water quality, increased flooding and erosion, and loss of aquatic
habitat as a result of increased growth and development in the region, ” With the Birch Bay community experiencing rapid growth, this is a pivotal
time to take the steps necessary for protection of our invaluable natural resources.

ater Quality Issues

The decline of water quality in Birch Bay and Terrell Creek

is one of the most notable concerns in the watershed. Some

water quality issues are listed below.

Problem: High Water Temperature

Water warmer than 16°C (60. 8°F) causes stress or death

for salmon, especially the more vulnerable juvenile salmon.
. Warmer water also holds less dissolved oxygen,

CAUSES: High water temperatures are caused by decreased

stream flow, loss of deep pools, damming, and removal of
natural riparian vegetation, which shades the stream.

Problem: Low Dissolved Oxygen (D0)

DO is the oxygen freely available in the water. Fish and other aquatic life
take in DO through their gills and will die if there is not enough.
CAUSES: Low DO is caused by high water temperatures and low water
flows. Algae blooms can also lead to low DO levels when bacteria feed on
the algae and use up all available DO,

Terrell Creek Dissolved Oxygen (DO)

% Wmter @ Sprmg
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120 Summer ?%%\Fall Less than 9.5 mg/L is
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Problem: Excess Nutrfents
Excess nutrients can trigger algae blooms, which lead to low DO levels.

CAUSES: Fertilizers used in landscaping and farming can easily enter
water systems if not properly managed. Leaking septic systems and poor

livestock management can cause excess nutrients to enter nearby streams.

Prohlem: Fecal Coliform Bacterla

Elevated fecal coliform bacteria (FC) levels indicate the potential
presence of disease causing organisms found in animal waste. PC can
accumaulate downstream and become concentrated in filter feeders such
as shellfish.

CAUSES: High levels of FC can be caused by improper waste discharge
from recreational vehicles and boats, leaking septic systems, domestlc pet
waste, livestock manure, and wildlife. ;

Probilem: Excess Sediment
Excess sediment smothers aquatic species, degrades spaWn, g gravel
habitat, and harms aquatic plant growth. ‘

CAUSES: Increased sediment levels are caused by land clearmg, road
building, poorly managed livestock areas, and plowing and’ tilling”
adjacent to streams with no vegetation buffers. Stream banks that are not
vegetated are easily eroded. )

. Terrell Creek Fecal Coliform

* November 2004 ~ January 2007 ~ Geometric Mean
Above 50 colonies per 100 mL exceeds
acceptable state standards.“ '
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Excess nutrients and algae bloom in Terrell Creek.

Water Quantity Issues

The‘,ghta' ,unfofwateratthenghttlme.; o

- Problem: Too much water
Drainage problems lower in the watershed cause ;onsxderable
problems for Birch Bay residents inc udmg mcreased ﬁoodmg,
erosion, and hillside instability. S

Flooding Mauch of the devclopmcnt in erch Bay isin 1ow lymg
areas, Other areas in Birch Bay with ﬂoodmg problems were
previously large, natural wetlands. More § impervious surfaces in the
area have inicreased runoff and blocked natural ﬂow paths of surface
water,

Erosion: Beach erosion aud slides along bluffs are natural events, but
can be-accelerated by human impacts. Stormwater routed over bluffs
or otherwise infiltrating the ground near the bluffs increases erosion.
Septic drain fields can have a similar effect, Creek banks with no
vegetation are also susccptxble to erosion,

CAUSES: Increased development has led to more impervious
:surfaces including rooftops,Toads and driveways and. ?arkmg lots

Instead of being intercepted by vegetation, soaking into the ground,

or collected in wetlands, rain water races off the paved surfaces

into ditches and storm drams, carrymg pollutants into streams and

evcnmally the bay : :

Problem: Yoo little water ‘
‘Low water flow may harm or kill salmon, contnbute 0 low dzssolved
oxygen levels and  high water temperatures, and cause excess nuirient
buildup in stagnant pools.” .

CAUSES: The dam at the outflow of Lake Terrell allows only limited
water downstream and is linked to disrupted flow in the summer,
‘More water use in the watershed may be lowering the water table in
areas near streams.

Instream Habitat Issues

Prablem: Alteration of i§m patural stream channel
CAUSES; Natural stream channels have been constricted, straightened,

‘dredged, and routed through culverts underneath the road. Improperly

placed and undersized culverts can block fish passage.
Problem: Degradation of aquatic habitat

. Salmon and other fresh water species rely on clean, cold, consistent water,

places to hide, sorted gravels, and adequate food sources, In a healthy
stream, the plants in the riparian area contribute leaves which aquatic
insects ingest. Fish in turn eat the insects.

CAUSES: Loss of riparian vegetation, lack of water during critical times,
and disconnection between areas of habitat due to fish passage barriers.
Problem: Invasive spedes

Invasive species can act as a limiting factor to native plants and animals

by out-competing the native species and taking up their natural habitat,

CAUSES: Numerous invasive species have been found in the watershed,
A few examples of these invasive species are listed below:

+ Non-native warm water ot spiny ray fish prey on juvenile salmon.

+ Reed canary grass out-competes native plants in riparian areas, chokes
streams with slow water and sediment buildup.

+ Himalayan blackberry aggressively competes with native plants

« Spartina competes with native eelgrass.

¢+ Non-native varnish clams are moving into native clam habitat.



L

Erom Lake Terrell to Birch Bay, the entire watershed needs our help. Clean beaches, an abundance
of fish and shellfish, and healthy streams will take all of our efforts to protect the watershed.

In order to address the health concerns in our watershed the following goals have been developed,

established by the state (<50 FC/100mL) to
ensure safe shellfish harvesting downstream,
GOAL: Minimize runoff through wetland
preservation and replanting riparian areas
through habitat restoration efforts.

Water Quantity lssues

GOAL: Reduce impervious surfaces, minimize
runoff through wetland preservation and
enhancement to facilitate increased water
storage.

GOAL: Work with Lake Terrell Management to
allow adequate flows to be released from the

Water Quality Issues

GOAL: Maintain cool summer water
temperatures of below 16°C (60. 8°F) to allow
salmon and other aquatic organisms to survive,

GOAL: Consistently meet the state standard of
greater than 9. 5 mg/L throughout the year.

GOAL: Decrease amounts of excess nutrients
and harmful pesticides entering the stream
system through improved landscaping and
farming techniques and by regular inspection
and maintenance of septic systems.

GOAL: Meet freshwater standards for FC

Are you involved in community planning?

The Birch Bay and Terrell Creek watershed is one of the fastest growing areas in Whatcom
County with continued high levels of growth anticipated in the next twenty years. The way the
community plans for and manages the impacts of growth will determine the success of habitat
restoration and protection efforts. You can become involved in these community planning
efforts to help guide this watershed’s future and talk with your
elected officials about your concerns.

Bivch Bay Steering Committee

Since 2001, the Birch Bay Steering Committee has been
meeting on a regular basis so the people in the Birch Bay
community can address issues, take advantage of opportunities,
and give collective input to the future of Birch Bay, Contact
Kathy Berg 360-371-0171 or www.birchbayinfo.org.

Bivch Bay Watershed and Aquatic Resource
Management District (BBWARM)

BBWARM intends to provide the funding and focus to fix current and future stormwater
management, water quality and quantity problems. BEWARM monthly meetings are held
every 3rd Wednesday at 7:00 PM at the Birch Bay Bible Community Church on Jackson Road.
Contact Alan Freidlob at 360-371-3441 or www.birchbayinfo.org,

For more resources on community planning and restoration opportunities, see page 8.

Do you live on or own property
along Terrell Creek or Birch Bay?

+ Receive help to restore riparian areas by contacting
the Whatcom Conservation District or the Nooksack
Salmon Enhancement Association,

» Reduce the amonnt of grass in your landscape. Try
native groundcovers that require less mowing and
fertilizers. Test soils before fertilizing. Eco-friendly
fertilizers are readily available in stores.

» Leave vegetation buffers along streams, ditches,
lakeside, and marine property. If the property has been
cleared to the water’s edge, replant the area with native plants.

+ Use a mulching lawnmower, compost lawn clippings away from
the creek, or give the clippings to a neighbor with a compost pile.

+ Dispose of construction debris and houschold chemicals properly.

+ Talk to your neighbor. Sharing what you know about the
watershed and nature can promote stewardship of the area.

Do you farm in the watershed?

« Contact the Whatcom Conservation District or WSU
Cooperative Extension for resources on small farm
management.

+ Fence your animals out of crecks and waterways.

+ Manage mud and manure to reduce runoff.

Do you have a septic system?

+ Have your system evaluated every 1-3 years.
« Contact the Whatcom County Health
Department for more information.

Cows pass through a stream, potentially
damaglng fish habltats.

Septic systems must be maintained to remain functionat for the Idng-term.

dam through summer months, Use only the
amount of water we need.

In-stream Habitat Issues

GOAL: Replace culverts that are fish passage
barriers,

GOAL: Replant with native plants, place large
woody debris in stream channels, remove
invasive species, and repair fish passage barriers.
GOAL: Control or remove invasive species and
replant riparian areas with native vegetation.

Do you commute?

+ Reduce car trips by consolidating
errands, carpooling, walking, using
public transportation, and riding a bike.

« Take your car to a commercial car wash
that treats the soapy wash water. Look for
a watershed-friendly car wash business
that ensures the suds go to the sewer and
not into the watershed. If you must wash
your car at home, wash it on a porous
surface.

Are you a pet owner?
+ Scoop the Poop} Carry
a bag and dispose of pet ‘£

waste in the trash. ]
* Keep pets from
disturbing spawning
salmon. From fall
through spring, avoid
disturbing gravel where :
salmon eggs are incubating.

Do you boat in Birch Bay?

+ Dispose of your on-board waste in
pump-out facilities rather than the
harbor or ocean.

+ Maintain your holding tank so it is
working properly.

Do you want to help
improve salmon and
shelifish habitat in Terrell
Creek and Birch Bay?

+ Find ways to volunteer.

» Come to NSEA habitat restoration work
parties in the fall and the spring.

» Monitor water quality in Terrell Creek or in
Birch Bay with NSEA and the MRC.

The Chums of Tertell Creek parade through the streets of Birch Bay during
Birch Bay Discovery Days.




Marine Resources Committes (MRQ)
. The MRC is a citizen-based group
ME committed to revitalizing and
g & preserving marine resources for

st s it fryure generations.
Yolunteers are needed for water quality monitoring,
clam surveys and clam seeding project.
Join the MRC or attend Committee meetings the
first Thursday of every month, Find out more about
the Marine Resources Committee at hitp: ffwww.
whatcom-mrc. wst. edu/MRC/index. htm. Contact
Erika Stroebel at 360-715-7450 or estrocbe@co.
whatcom. wa. us.

Birch Bay Watershed and Aquatic Resource

Management District (BBWARM)
BBWARM intends to provide the fonding and focus
to fix current and future stormwater manage-
ment and water quality and quantity problems.
BBWARM monthly meetings are held every 3rd
Wednesday at 7:00 PM in the Birch Bay Bible
Church on Jackson Road. Contact Alan Freidlob at
360-371-3441 or sce www.birchbayinfo.org,

Birch Bay State Park
Interpretive programs are held during
weekends of summer months at Birch
Bay State Park, These programs focus
on a variety of topics ranging from
tide pools to salmon habitat to birds of
prey and typically include nature walks. Contact Ted
Morris at 360-371-2800 or nwbirc@parks. wa. gov
for more information.

ReSources »?Qg‘ .
oo SR ESources
Naturalist Program )

trains volunteers as informal naturalists to share
seashore wonders with others while teaching beach
visitors ways to reduce impact o our treasured
shoreline, Training takes place in May. Contact Doug
Stark at dougs@re-sources. oxg, 360-733-8307, or
yisit www, resources, org.

COASST Beached Bird Survey trains volunteers

to adopt a portion of shoreline, surveying once each
inonth for dead birds washed ashore, Organized
through RE Sources. Contact Wendy Steffensen

at waters@re-sources. org, 360-733-8307 or the
Coastal Observation and Seabird Survey Team,
info@coasst. org.

RE Sources Stormwater Team monitors construc-
tion sites to ensure they do not degrade water
quality. Trainings are held during winter months
and on an “as needed” basis. Contact Wendy Stef-
fensen at waters@re-sources, org, 360-733-8307

or visit www, re-sources. org/stormwater, htm.

HSEAS habitat vestoration site along Jackson Road utiizes blue tubes and
fencing to protect young trees from voles and heavers,

Nooksack Salmon
Enhancement Association

NSEA) s
NSEA is a community based nonprofit organization
dedicated to restoring sustainable wild salmon runs
in Whatcom County,

Water Quality Monitoring Program NSEA man-
ages a water quality monitoring program at seven
sites along Terrell Creek.

Habitat Restoration Work Parties take place on
Terrell Creek every spring and fall. Enhance stream
habitat by planting native trees, removing invasive
species, and adding mulch to the restoration site.
Contact NSEA at 360-715-0283 or www. n-sea. org.

The Chums of Terrell

A community group made up of Birch Bay citizens
and organizations that work to improve
our watershed’s natural resources. The
Chums hold an annual barbeque and
participate in the Birch Bay Discovery
Days festival. Contact Elie Steele-Fried-
fob at 360-371-3441.

HOOYSALK

Nooksack Recovery Team (NRY) Hécrs N -
The NRT energizes locally driven  (g322
watershed restoration efforts in
Whatcom County through partner
coordination, resource mobilization, and public
education. Every fall the NRT hosts the Salmon
Summit, which brings together organizations,
agencies, tribes, and citizens to discuss problems
and solutions facing salmon populations. For more
information contact the NSEA office at 360-715-
0283,

Whatcom Conservation District (WCD)
Small Farm Educational Workshops and tours
for hobby farms throughout Whatcom County are
free to the public.
WCD helps prop-
erty owners create
healthy riparian areas and assist livestock owners
with appropriate on-farm practices to protect the
environment. Contact WCD at 360-354-2035 or
www. whatcomed. org,

CONSERVATION DISTRICT

Heil and Cathy Borman, Skagit MRC members, set up survey
quadrats for the pre-seeding dlam survey in Birch Bay.

Whatcom County

Public Works-Stormwater works to protect the
- county’s water resources. Public Works-Stormwater
provides support to the Marine Resources
Committee, Contact 360-715-7450,
Planning and Development Services
develops Growth Management Act
{GMA) compliant long range com-
prehensive plans and policies, Contact
360-676-6907.
Health Department ensuzes safe septic systems,
enforces regulations, and governs on-site sewage
disposal and solid waste, Contact 360-676-6724.
Other County Departments and Elected
Officials contact information and programs
can be found at www.whatcom.wa.us.

Washington State University

Extension
Watershed Master/Beach Watch- :
ers Program Receive free education on aquatic
resources in Whatcom County, Volunteers receive
support and make the community connections they
need to accomplish projects preserving water qual-
ity, fisheries, and other aquatic resources. Training
begins each spring. Space is limited. Contact Cheryl
Lovato Niles at 360-676-6736, or cIniles@wsu. edu

T g

Whatcom Land Trust (i
‘The Whatcom Land Trust ~ WHATCOM LAND
{WLT) preserves and protects wildlife habitat, sce-
nic, agricultural and open space lands in Whatcom
County for future generations by securing interests
inland and promoting land stewardship.
Conservation projects include 54 acres recently
acquired at Point Whitchorn. Whatcom Land Trust
also holds three conservation easements protecting
193 acres surrounding an important heron colony.
Contact 360-650-9470 or info@whatcomlandtrust.
org for more information.

Other Contacts
Lummi Natural Resources 360-384-2340
Nooksack Indian Tribe 360-592-5716
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife
360-676-2003, www. wdfw. wa. gov.
Washington State Department of Ecology 360-738-
6250, www. ecy. wa, gov/programs/wr/rights/water-
right-home. html.

. Report Sponisors:

| Nooksack RecoveryTezm

. Hoshsack Satman Enbancement Assodiatisn
Whatcots {ounty Mating Resturce Convpiites
Hational Fith & Wildlife Foundatisn {funding}

Fhoty credits: Whateom Cowsity Public Wor
Neeksack Salvson Eulancement Assoclation

foranedler or

Nooksack Recovery Team
P0.Box 28598
Beflingham, WA 98228
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Your reliable, independent news for Whatcom County.

Whatcom water board
reveals new facility plans

m 3400 customers to
foot bill for proposed
85 million project

by ADRIANE BONAPARTE

wiiters@whatcomindy.com

LAKE WHATCOM - The Lake
Whatcom Board of Commissioners
held a special meeting at The Firs
Lounge, Jan. 17 to discuss the pro-
posed new district facilities and to
take comments on it. “There is an
understanding among ratepayers,”
stated Board Commissioner Tom
Citron, “that this is a ‘done deal.” It
is not. It is a work in progress and
we definitely want input from the

Lake Whatcom Water and Sewer District provides service to parts of the Lake Whatcom watershed. The
current facility, in the lower photo, may be replaced by one costing as much as $5 million.

Photos by Keri Redanz

n Commzsszon wins serve and a Navy dive team to recover
) . thousands of pounds of snagged and
Eudos fb?" recovering derelict fishing nets off the south end of
d l /) . Lummi Island.
ereLict ﬁS an nets This week the NSC received an “Ex-
cellence in Recovery” award from the
National Oceanic and - Atmospheric

by TAYLOR PHIFER
d Administration - (NOAA) Restoration
taylorl@whatcomindy.com Center.
“Over 118 acres of fishing nets ks S i
MT.VERNON - Last summer the North- and more than 1,100 crab pots have Divers retrieved thousands of pounds

of abandoned nets off the south end of

west Straights Commission (NSC), an been recovered in the Commission’s Lammi Island

organization dedicated to cleaning up Photo by Taylor Phifer

local waters, joined a Coast Guard Re-

" NEWS AT A GLANCE

caurtesypha(o
Highland Games switching parks

FERNDALE - Glenn Winchester, speak-
ing on behalf of the Bellingham High-
land Games, said the group’s event
would be taking place at Pioneer Park
in Ferndale this year, rather than at
Hovander Park as it has for the past
19 years. Winchester said, “The rent
at Hovander is simply too expensive.”
Hovander Park, which is administered
by the County Parks Department,
would have charged approximately
$5,000 total for the two-day event. In
contrast, the charge for using Pioneer
Park will be only $200. In addition, the
group would have been required to
spend $15,000 to purchase $5 million
in insurance in order to use Hovander
Park. The insurance requirement for
Pioneer Park is $1 million in cover-
age, and costs $5,000. The Bellingham
Highland Games take place on June 2
and. 3 - the first weekend in June. sWi

Blaine community workshop Feb. 7

BLAINE - A community workshop to
discuss the Blaine Wharf District Mas-
ter Plan will be held Feb. 7 at 7 p.m. at
the Boating Center, 235 Marine Drive,
at the Blaine Harbor.

The Blaine Wharf District Master
Plan will have a single overall design
and land use concept and will provide
for a mix of commercial, industrial,
residential and recreational uses that
are pedestrian friendly and serve the
needs of both residents and visitors.
1t will also serve as an update to the
Port’s 1998 Blaine Harbor Comprehen-
sive Improvement Plan. More back-
ground information and directions to
the center are available on the follow-
ing websites: www.portofbellingham.
com or www.ciblaine.wa.us. *WI

Correction to Larsen article

Last week the W1 stated that Congress-
man Rick Larsen initially voted for
the war in Iraq and had subsequently
“flip flopped” his position. Congress-
man Larsen, an adamant supporter
of US. troops, never voted in favor
of invading Iraq. Larsen appeared at
the MLK Day memorial on Jan. 15 in
Bellingham and made his first public
statement suggesting his support for
a troop withdrawal. The quotes from
Larsen in last week’s issue were made
by phone and email subsequent to the
MLK Day meeting, and were not taken
from the meeting itself. The W1 apolo-
gizes for the errors and any confusion
they may have caused. ®

Indéperident " SWALL GITIES 73— GOING OUTNSTYLE pio-1
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CLASSIFIEDS

February 1-7, 2007

CLASSIFIED

FREE, 20

d Arnouncements; Personal items for sale
WOI’ S ender $260; Lost and found; and nan-pralits

TSR Al other classiiied ads start at $15 for 2 weeks
T place an ad, emaif info@whatcomindy.com or cali 676-9411.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

HOUSEHOLD ITEMS

CALLING SIGN DESIGNERS!!! The Sil-
ver Beach Neighborhood Association
(SBNA) is having a road sign design
competition. Entries should include
a hard copy, b&w or color, no larger
than 8.5 x 11 inches. Entries become
the property of the SBNA. The winner
will be asked and must be able to sup-
ply the design in either an EPS or PDF
file format by late February. Entries
should be sent via USPS first class to
Joyce Prigot, 2317 Electric Ave, Bell-
ingham, WA 98229 by February 5th.
No more than two entries per person
please. The winner will receive recog-
nition on the sign and free publicity.
Joyce Prigot may be contacted for
more info: prigotj@comcast.net.

13TH ANNUAL WHATCOM Artist
Studio Tour is accepting applications
postmarked by March 1st for the 2007

Tour that will occur on the weekends -

of Oct. 6 & 7, 13 & 14. Jurying of new
applicants will be by CD only. Applica-
tion/Jurying fee is $20. Show fee for
accepted artists is $180. A prospectus
with more information can be down-
loaded from the WAST website at
www.studiotour.net.

PERSIAN TRIBAL RUGS, kilims at
bargain prices. 10’ x 7' for $595.00,
Runners  $199.00, Any Questions
call 1-604-299-3324 web site:
www.rugceanada.com.

MOTORCYGLES

BIKER’S OASIS MOTORCYCLE Acces-
sories. Check out our new store just
north of Yeager's at 3205 Northwest
Ave. We have leather, chrome, T-shirts
& much more! Open 7 days/week.
360-752-2453

GOING OUT OF
BUSINESS!

Crafters Corner
444 Front St., Lynden
. 354-3975

0 ENTIRE

REAL ESTATE

BUILDING MATERIALS

REMODEL OVER! 2-11" diameter, 8ft.
colonial columns, fibreglass. Pius,
35 sq. ft. cultured stone, chardonnay
limestone. Cheap. 393-0400

SERVICES

PATTY’S “OFF THE WALL” | will mat
and frame any picture at a very rea-
sonable rate, Patty 360-510-2054.
Please leave a message.

{ Buy Houses
FRIENDLY & FAIR
Katie Lawson
360-715-8000

LACROSSE PLAYING Middle School
7th & 8th graders! Join us for field
practice (outdoor Lacrosse) begin-
ning February 2nd at Fairhaven Middle
Schoo! at 3:15 - 3:30. If you want to
join the team or have any questions
contact Bob Smith at (360) 384-3002
or (360) 961-5205.
BICYCLING ENTHUSIASTS! Join
us for the Bike to Work and School
Planning Committee at the Belling-
ham Public Library meeting room on
Monday, February 5th from 6:30pm to
8:30pm If you can't make the meet-
ing, please call 676-6974 or e-mail
. Margaux@wcog.org to find out how
you can still help!
BIG BIRD RADIO W/JIM Kobus plays
the Greatest Oldies Rock Music Sat.
nights 8 - 11 p.m. on Shoutcast/Wi-
namp streaming audio. www.angel-
fire.com/az/ik

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

ARE YOU SERIOUSLY LOOKING for
a lucrative business? You can start
today! Gall now for a free two minute
message. 1-800-807-0996. www.re-
defindyourself.com

MISCELLANEOUS

PIONEER 6 DISC C.D. PLAYER. PD-
M501. Good condition. $65/obo. 734-
5307

SPORTING GOODS

SIMS SNOWBOARDING BOOTS, re-
volver, good condition. $45/obo. 734-
5307

INSTRUCTION

PIANO LESSONS includes: Sight read-
ing, playing by ear, improvising, com-
posing your own pieces! Reasonable
Rates. Toni Knight 671-9250

COMMERCIAL RENTALS

2700 SQ. FT. COMMERCIAL SPACE.
209 W. Holly. Possible restaurant.
671-2248

Why pay rent?

Affordable Bham condos
starting at $114,950, like-new
interiors and zero-down
programs available.

Call 360-920-5901 or
www.CottageCreekCondos.com
Paul Balzotti,

John L Scott Real Estate.

Looking to buy  hame!

‘We have homes throughout
Whatcom County

a%%rg@w o
; Bokuald Sunda Februa 4th
o g Snewé | openat)

ORS CARARET 119

Qfaf We Will Open at 2pm!
Watch The Game

2/51} On Our Huge Video Screens!
U §! Wells&SL%Bud&Buélight Pnts

- WWWRU MORS( g

onsulting & service
CALL (360) 647-0182

SetUp
Training
Network Installation
Printer Service

.. & Repair

ongoing effort to rid Puget
Sound of marine debris that
continues to kill fish, marine
mammals and sea birds, as well
as negatively affect habitat,” the

Commission said. “The North-
west Straits Commission has
developed protocols to report,
safely remove, and catalog dere-
lict fishing gear that is now used
throughout the country.

& beyond!

Learn more at
www.homequesthomes.com

Call Homequest for a showing
360-733-3353

The Northwest Straits Initia-
tive is a unique, congressio-
nally mandated, citizen-based
approach to preserving and re-
storing the 60 percent of Puget
Sound shoreline and near shore
waters in its coverage area. It
features seven county-chartered

FEE FREE*
Professional
Services
For All
HomeBuyers

Marine Resources Committees
in Whatcom, Skagit, Snohom-
ish, Island, San Juan, Jefferson
and Clallam counties, and a
Commission, which performs a
coordinating role and provides

Save $$,

Asstsasdl Hcmn Biyeis & me«u@

See WeSeIIBeIIingham.com
& See ALL Homes Any Hour

an ecosystem focus.

In summer 2006, two detach-
ments of Naval divers from San
Diego and Honoluly, under the
direction of NSC, performed
training exercises off Lummi
Island and pulled up more than
100,000 pounds of derelict net
from the sea bed — one of which
had two harbor seals, several
cormorants and over 100 salm-
on snagged in it. sWi

@ www.nwstraits.org. or call {(360) 428-1084)

MONDAY
FEB 5TH

zBRENT
COALMINERS
9PM FREE!

TUESDAYS

— Al WEDNESDAY
JAIZ NIGHT | FEB 7TH
BILLMCDINOUGH || 6ERTRUDE'S
JAZZ MUSICIANS HGHHSE
(glfenl&fc’?g 9PM FREE!

1107 Raroap Ave DOWNTOWN BELLINGHAM (360)647-5593 BBAYBREWERY.COM

THOUSANE

VILLA(,L&
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15 fairly
dangerous

7 LMRSEN from Bl

a major issue. About 50 percent
of frips are between iwo or
three exits — not generally
what freeways are designed for,
he said.

Carlson also acknowledged
that I-5 in Whatcom County has
been. fairly dangerous. In the
last three years 700 accidents
occurred between Fairhaven
and Slater Road, with about 50
percent of those accidents
resulting in injury.

“Tt's pretty darn scary, and
there's no silver bullet,” Carl-
son said. “We do need some big
dollars.”

Reach Sam Taylor at sam.taylor
@bellinghamheraid.com or call
715-2263. Read his Politics Blog
at TheBellinghamHerald.com/
blogs.

LEARN MORE

B Visit the U.S. House -«
Transportation and Infra-
structure Committee at
transportation.house.gov.
P Visit the National Sur-
face Transportation Policy
and Revenue Study Com-
mission at transportation
fortomorrow.org.

STUFF

TheBellingham
Herald.com/
classifieds

Meddng

Jwitations

o Excoliont Solection
o Gueat Phices
o Luict Tarnaround

1206 1148t
Faithaven
676-8676
New Hours!

. ENVIRONMENT

' Local salmon film gets attention

.. LIZ BEAULIEY

THE BELLINGHAM HERALD |

PELLINGHAM ~ Locally
produced documentary
“Shadow of the Salmon” was
created as an educational
tool for Washington's public
middle schools. But it also
has drawn interest from the
Smithsonian’s National
Museumn of the American
Indian, where it was shown
in March.

Steve Robinson of the
Northwest Indian Fisheries
Commission made the 42-

minute docudrama. i empha-
sizes Salish tribal culture and
tradition as well as environ-
mental information about the
salmon life cycle, and was shot
on location in the Pacific
Northwest with footage of
Lummi Island.

It follows 15-year-old Cody
Ohitika, played by actor Noah
Hunt, as he travels from his
home in South Dakota to visit
Washington and discover the
Salish side of his heritage.

The film was produced im
2007 by Three Sixty Produc-
tions of Bellingham.

2108 Pacific Street

Bellingham
DBetail & Glass
671-5696

Locnted 12 miles East

of Bellingham off the

3. Baker Highway on
Cedarville

Free Car Parking

s 31 Events © Professional Acts
o World Chompion Speed Climbing
e Bull of the Woods - Gordie Scofts

e Loggers Breakfast starts 6 a.m.
e Salmon, Beef & Chicken Barbecue

Bdults $6.00
Children $3.00
Seniors $3.00

Self-contuined traflers
and campers welcome!

Sowases
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ENVIRONMENT
Crab pot escape cords to be given away

ANNA WALTERS
THE BELLINGHAM HERALD

E-mailPrint

ﬁ43.*Beta

Free crab pot escape cords will be hahded ouktk in Birch Bay and Blaine Saturday, Aug. 16.

Washington State University Beach Watchers will distribute cords at the Blaine Marina and Birch Bay State Park boat
launches.

Escape cords, sometimes called "rot cords," are made from biodegradable cotton and are designed to disintegrate
after being submerged in water for nine to 16 weeks.

A lost crab pot can kill up to 70 crabs per year, and 372,000 crabs die in lost pots each year in the Northwest Straits,
according to the Northwest Straits Initiative web site. But pots equipped with escape cords only kill a few crabs before
the cord rots away and the trapped crabs can get out.

To pick up a cord, contact the Beach Watchers at WSU at 676-6736, or ask for an escape cord at a sport fishing
supply store.

To report lost or derelict fishing gear, call the Department of Fish and Wildlife hotline at (800) 477-6224, or report it
online at wdfw.wa.gov/fish/derelict/derelict_gear.htm

For more information about crab escape cords, go online to escapecord.org.
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News in Brief
Published on Wed, Jun 3, 2009

by Tara Nelson

Read More Local News

Expert to lead Semiahmoo bird walks

Whatcom County Parks and Recreation has scheduled a series of interpretive nature walks this month beginning \
birdwatching tour from 9 a.m. to noon on Saturday, June 6. The tour will be led by experienced birder Paul Woodc
explore the mudflats and marine life of Semiahmoo Bay and Drayton Harbor as well as the multitude of resident ar
birds. The event is free. Those interested should meet at Semiahmoo Park Museum. A second birdwatching event
scheduled from 9 a.m. to noon on Saturday, August 1. For more information, call 733-2900.

Birch Bay Sandcastle contest June 20

The Birch Bay Chamber of Commerce has scheduled its annual Sandcastle contest for 9 a.m., Saturday, June 20.
Registration at the visitor information center starts at 9 a.m. and judging will take place from noon to 1 p.m. Every
participates will receive a free snow cone from C-Shop. The 30th Annual Discovery Days Family Fun and Arts & C
is scheduled for Saturday, July 18 and Sunday, July 19. Parade is at 11 a.m. Saturday on Birch Bay Drive startin
Road and heading to Harborview Road. More information is available at www.BirchBayChamber.com. Parade and-
applications available online or at the chamber office at 7900 Birch Bay Drive.

NWPRD2 forms new kickball league

Northwest Park and Recreation District 2 has created a new recreational kickball league and needs community ing
volunteers to make it grow. The district has scheduled a meeting at 7 p.m. June 16 at the Blaine Community and &
Center. Volunteers are needed to organize leagues, sponsor programs as well as form teams.

Eor more information, contact NW Park & Recreation at 656-6416 or email info@nwprd2.com.

Birch Bay blood drive Monday, June 15
The Birch Bay Lions Club has scheduled a blood drive from noon to 2:30 and from 3:30 to 6 p.m. on Monday, Junt
Birch Bay fire station parking lot at 4581 Birch Bay-Lynden Road. For more information or to schedule an appointn

371-0171.

The blood drive is held in partnership with Puget Sound Blood Center, the regional supplier of blood and blood cor
over 70 hospitals and clinics throughout Western Washington; which include St. Joseph Hospital in Bellingham.

Volunteers needed for clam survey June 6
The Whatcom County Marine Resources Committee has scheduled a survey of clams along the shoreline of Point

http://www.thenorthernlight.com/news/article.exm/2009-06-03_news_in_brief 6/3/2009



News Page 2 of 2

to Cherry Point from 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, June 6. The committee is looking for volunteers ready to dig hc
sand, identify and count clams, and tuck them back in their beds. In many Whatcom County shoreline areas, nativ:
serve as indicator species, improving understanding of the health of shellfish, water quality impacts, and harvestir:

For the past four summers, hundreds of volunteers have participated in the Marine Resources Committee clam su
Volunteers have documented 10 different species of clams, identified areas in the mudflats where there are sparse
abundant populations of clams, and discovered the areas of the mudflats where particular types of clams like to liv
information or to register as a volunteer for any of the clam surveys, contact Sylvia Graham at 360/676-6876 or
sgraham@co.whatcom.wa.us.

State programs offer help for uninsured ,
Washington residents recently laid off from employment and without health insurance may qualify for assistance tc
costs of necessary prescription medications. The Washington Prescription Drug Program is a free program availat
Washington residents, regardless of age or income, who don’t have insurance to cover their prescription drug nee:
save an average of 60 percent on generic drugs and 20 percent on brand-name medicines. Information is online a
www.rx.wa.gov. The Office of the Insurance Commissioner also publishes a list of assistance programs along with
a brochure titled Paying for Prescription Drugs. The office also has a toll-free number, 800/562-6900, to answer g
about health insurance.

School math materials review June 11

The Blaine school district has scheduled a middle school math community materials review from 2 to 4 p.m.onTh
11 at the Blaine school district office at 770 Mitchell Avenue. For more information, contact Deb Cummings, Blaine
instruction and assessment coordinator at 332-0720.

http://www.thenorthernlight.com/news/article.exm/ 2009-06-03 news_in_brief 6/3/2009
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Birch Bay Beach Days are July 24 and Aug. 8

JESSICA BADER / THE BELLINGHAM HERALD

BIRCH BAY - Explore the beach during Beach Days from 10 a.m. o 2 p.m. Saturday, July 24, and 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Aug. 8, at Birch
Bay State Park.

Beach naturalists from RE Sources for Sustainable Communities will share their knowledge of the beach with activities including
clam digging; learning about seals, sea lions and porpoises; studying plankton and investigating the Terrell Creek estuary.

People also can enter a raffle to win prizes donated by Escape Day Spa, Paddle and Pedal Adventures, West Marine, The C Shop
and the RE Store.

The event, which is free, is sponsored by the Marine Resources Committee and will have activity leaders from the Nooksack Salmon
Enhancement Assogciation, Chums of Terrell Creek and RE Sources.
For more information, e-mail dougs@re-sources.org or call (360) 733-8017.

Reach news intern JESSICA BADER at jessica.bader@bellinghamherald.com or call 756-2883.

1ofl 7/23/2010 9:54 AM
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‘The Everson Library, 104
Kirsch Dr., starts its toddler
times with storles and songs for
children ages 1 to 3 at 10:30 a.m.
on Thursdays through March 17.

The migrant seasonal farm-
worker outreach staff of Work-
Source Northwest will conduct
two Job Search workshops in
Spanish with help and tips on
filling out online and paper ap-
plications, creating resumes and
searching for jobs, doing job in-
terviews and creating a success-
ful {irst impression. The times
are Tuesdays, Feb. 1 and 15, from
1:30 to 3:30 pau. at the Lynden
Library, 216 Fourth St. Details:
Daniel Valdez, 416-3622 or email
dvaldez@esd.wa.gov., or the k-
brary, 354-4883.

A Christian Kids Choir will
meet at Bethel Christian Re-
formed Church on Thursdays
from 3:45 to 4:45 p.m. starting
Jan. 27. Music and drama classes
also avatlable on Tuesday after-
noons. Details: Becky Cole, www.
colepros.com or 306-8013.

The Bellingham Public Mar-
ket, 1530 Cornwall Ave., hosts a
health fair from 11 a.m.to 2 p.nv.
on Wednesday, Jan. 26, Health
care practitioners from many
fields, including chiropractors,
naturopathic physicians, mas-
sage therapistsand herbalists will
be on hand to answer questions.
Free.

The Wilderness Aware-
ness Schaol and Conservation
Northwest hosts a walverine
tracking training at 6:30 p.m.on
Thursday, Jan. 27, at the Belling-
ham REI store, 400 36th St. De-
1ails: 425-891-4745.

The Lynden Schools Band
Advacacy Conunittee wiil hosta
tour of the three schools includ-
ed in the February capital proj-
ects bond. Tours of Lynden High
School, Lynden Middle School
and Fisher Elementary wilt be
available on Friday, Jan. 28. Visi-
tors are asked to report to the
school office to begin their tour
hosted by community members
who are familiar with the facili-
ties. Tours will be given at the fol-
lowing times: 10:30 a.m., Lynden
High Schook; 11:30 aan., Lynden
Middle Schook; and 12:30 p.m.,
Fisher Elementary.

The Lynden Community
Center's monthly fundraising
breakfast is from 8 to 10:30 aan.
on Saturday, Jan. 29. It includes

commy

s

all-you-can-eat pancakes or
French toast, scrambled eggs,
sausage, juice and coffee. S5
adults, $3 children. All proceeds
henefir the center, 401 Grover St,
Daniel Miller will discuss

the history of ornamental pen-
manship at Everson McBeath
Community Library, 104 Kirsch
Dr.,at3 p.m.on Saturday, Jan. 29.
He will provide examples, show
the necessary writing tools, and
the i for

COMENG
SOON

The Whatcom County Ma-
rine Resources Committee hosts
a presentation and question-
and-answer session on rockfish

Baker Highway. Set on a tropi-
cal island in the Caribbean, this
is the story of people caught
between what society accepts
and each individual’s true self.
Through the lives of a prostitute,
ahealer, an entrepreneur, a beg-
gar and two elders, the reader
reflects on the intricacies of hu-

alongthe
County coastline at 6 p.m. on
Thursday, Feb. 3, in the second-
floor conference room of the
County Civic Center,

learning this graceful art form.
Getyour personalized bookmark.
‘The public is welcome. Free.
The Whatcom Dispute Res-
olution Center hosts a Scrabble
tournament in its “Compete for
aCause” serles on Saturday, Jan.
29, at Nicki’s Bella Marina, 2615
South Harbor Loop, Beflingham.
The tournament will run from 11
a.m. to 5 p.m., with registration/
check-in at 10:30 a.m. Entry fee
520, oply $10 for students. The
tournament official, a nationally
ranked player, offers an optional
“Secret Tips for Success” semi-
nar i iately prior to the

322 N. Commercial 8t., Belling-
ham. Free, Details: 676-6876.

WithaKickofffor Kids foot-
ball theme this year, the annual
benefit auction for the Lynden
Boys & Girls Club willbe on Sat-
urday, Feb. 5, in the Northwest
Washington Fairgrounds Expo
Building. There wili be a dinner
and both silent and live auc-
tions. The club serves 275 mem-
bers, Details: 354-9959.

Free income tax prepara-
tion is offered, starting Feb. 5 at
the Ferndale Library and Feb. 8
at the Lynden Library, by AARP
Times in Ferndale

tournament for an additional
$5. Advance registration for the
seminar is encouraged. All play-
ers will play at least three games,
with a final game determining
overall winners and prizes. Reg-
isteronline as wivw.whatcomdre,
org; forms avaitable in person at
13 Prospect St,, Suite 201, Bell-
ingham. People of all ages and
experience are welcome; a hasic
understanding of the game is as-
sumed. Details: Kris Buettner,
$76-0122 or wdrc@whatcomdrc.
g,

o

Locat restaurants and ca-
terers provide chili and chow-
der for all to sample in the
third Chili Chowder Cookoff of
Big Brothers Big Sisters, start-
ing at noon on Saturday, Jan.
29, In Chuckanut Brewery, 601
W. State St., Bellingham. Enjoy
live music with Chuck Dungee
and the Marion West Band. Cost
is$10 per person. And learn
more about Big Brothers Big Sis-
ters mentoring programs and
becoming a “Big.” Details: 671-
6400.

The Blrchwood Garden
Club haosts Terry Maczuga from
Everson’s Cloud Mountain Farm
at its 7 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 2,
meeting in the Whatcon: Mu-
seum rotunda room, 121 Prospect
St., Bellingham. Maczuga will
speakon “Fruiting Treesand Bush
Varieties.”

Sho
Local

St ps

Aceepling:
Medicar
Lifewise, Premera Blue

John R. Knudsen, M.D.
“We Care About You™

. Regenee, HALA, Group Heallh, Tricare,
Cross, L

Establisted in 1V hatcom Connty but new 1o Ferndale

2116 Main Street in Ferndale - 360-483-5260

& Fand others

are Saturdays 10 a.m. to I p.m.;
in Lynden Tuesdays from 10
a.m, to 2 p.m. and Saturdays
10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. throughout
the tax season. In-person sign-
up at the library for appoint-
ments is required, as you need
to pick up certain forms. Not afl
tax returns can be processed by
the AARP volunteers; some limi-
tations apply. Details: 354-4883,
ext. 3, in Lynden; 384-3647 in
Ferndale.

The Rome Grange's month-
ly community breakfast at 2821
Mt. Baker Hwy. is Sunday, Feb.
6,from 8a.m. to 1 p.m. featuring
scratch-made pancakes, French
toast, biscuits and gravy, sau-
sage, scrambled eggs, juice and
coffee. Adults, $5; kids 6-10, $2;
kids 5 and under free.

The Book Worm Borrow
at the Bellingham Public Mar-
ket, 1530 Cornwall Ave., hosts
family games, stories, puppets,
ntusic, face painting and more
from noon to 5 p.m. on Sunday,
Feb. 6. Free.

Third Christian Reformed
Church, 514 Liberty St., is host-
ing a Ray VanderLaan confer-
ence Feb. 11-12. Tickets are $35
for adults and $25 for students
to hear this dynamic speaker
who has led many trips to Israel.
Register online at www.third-
church.org or at the church of-
fice. Details: 354-1448 or confer-
enceregistration@third-church.
of

g

Local author Abbe Rolnick
will read from her new book
“River of Angels” (Rio De Los
Angeles} and discuss the cre-
ative process In writing a novel
on Friday, Feb. 18, at 7 p.m. in
the Deming Library, 5044 Mt,

Wiz,

- 25 Years %

Experience
in Anto

Service exclusively
by John Lane

T QUALITY SERVICE

man nature. Details: 5922422,

The second annual Step
Into the Power women's prayer
conference will be held Feb. 18-
19 in the Ferndale Events Cen-
ter. Becky Tirabassi is the fea-
tured speaker. Register online
and learn mare at www.wome-
nofwhatcom.com. Details: 383~
7432

Come hear the Bellingham
Ukelele Group at the Ferndale
Public Library, 2222 Main St.,
on Sunday, Feb. 20, from 2 to
4 p.m.Friends of the Ferndale
Library sponsor the event and
refreshments will be served. De-
tails: 384-3647.

Local author Mike Im-
pero will discuss his new book
“Dreams of Gold,” a history of
12 early gold mines in the Mt.
Baker region, on Saturday, Feb.
26, at 3 p.m. in the Everson Mc-
Beath Community Library. The
history includes many photos,
old and new (many taken by
helicopter), newspaper articles,
legal papers, court records,
maps (old and new) and per-
sonal interviews. mpero is a
lifelong resident of Whatcom
County raised near Maple Falls
and he has memory of some of
the characters and events of the
fater mining days.

B

‘Border Songs'

author Jim Lynch

coming locally
Lynden Library visit is Feb. 24

WRBATCOM — jim Lynch,
author of “Border Songs,” a novel
setalongWhatcom County's bor-
der with Canada, will be making
several appearances locally, in-
cluding at the Lynden Library,
Feb. 22-24.

The events are organized as
part of Whatcom Reads!, a focus
on reading one book together
in a community. "Border Sengs”
won the 2010 Washington State
Book Award.

The Lynden visit on Thurs-
day, Feb. 24, from 10 to 11:30
a.m. is open to all and will be a
“countywide book discussion”
of “Border Songs” with the au-
thor, according to the Whatcom
County Library System.

Lynch, who lives in the
Olympia area, will be at What-
com Community College’s Syre
Center later that day, leading a
discussion of his book at 1:30
and being interviewed at 7:30
p.m. All students and the general
public are invited to attend.

Lynch gives two talks on
Tuesday, Feb, 22, first at the Bell-
ingham Public Library at 2:30
and then in the Blaine Perform-
ing Arts Center at 7:30 p.m.

On Wednesday, he joins in
a panel discussion about bor-
der issues in the Wilson Library
presentation room of Western
Washington University at 4:30
pm.

“Border Songs” casts Bran-

don Vanderloop, raised on a
daity farm north of Lynden, in
the role of a new border patrol-
man who interdicts smugglers
and drug traffickers while also
having a fascination with the
wild birds of the Northwest. The
book, released in papetback last
july, is full of references to the
north Whatcom locale.

Related:

» At the Lynden Library
30 p.m. on Tuesday, Feb.
22, Richard Sinks, a U.S. Border
Patrol agent, will discuss border
issues and help you see if Jim
Eynch is accurate in his portrayal
of a border agent’s life.

= At the Sumas Library, 451

Second St., at 2 p.m. on Satur-
day, I'eb, 5, Gerry Bauthues, a
Jongtime border guard at Sumas
and Lynden borders, will dis-
cuss “Border Songs” and tell his
often funny border stories.
At the Blaine Library, 610
rd St., at 2 p.nv. on Saturday,
Feb. 5, the documentary fitm
“Letters from the Other Side”
will be shown, giving voice to the
women and children left behind,
sometimes forever, when Mexi-
can men cross the U.S. border
looking for work.

* At the Blaine Library at 2
p.m. on Saturday, Feb. 12, coun-
ty bird expert Joe Meche, who
helped Lynch gather informa-
tion for his book, talks about the
birds of “Border Songs.”

NWC Team Schedules

Boys basketball
All games start at 7:30 p.m.

Thursday, Jan. 27:
Sehome @
Lynden Christian

Burlington @
Meridian

Mount Baker &
Squalicum

Friday, Jan. 28:
Ferndale @
Mount Vernon

Anacortes @
Lynden

Nooksack Valley @
Sedro-Woolley

Monday, Jan. 31:

Sedro-Woolley @
Ferndale

& Rerar

OR YOUR AUTOMOTIVE NI

, Problem Solved!

JC Lane Enterprises
425-260-7746 * by appointment
jclane06@aol.com + 644 Pangborn Rd., Lynden

Boys wrestling
Al matches start at 7 p.m.

Wednesday, Jan. 26:
Lynden @
Burlington

Blaine @
Mount Baker

Ferndale @
Bellingham

Saturday, Jan. 29:
Nooksack Valley @
Friday Harbor, noon

Girls basketball
AH games start at 7:30 p.m.

Thursday Jan. 27:
Lynden @
Anacortes

Sedro-Woolley @
Nooksack Valley

Friday, Jan. 26:
Lynden Christian @
Sehome

Meridian @
Burlington-Edison

Squalicum @
Mount Baker

Monday, Jan. 31:
Ferndale @
Sedro-Woolley

Girls Wrestling
Wednesday, Jan. 26:
NWC Championships @
Sedro-Woolley HS, 6 pan.
Boys Swimming
Thursday, Jan. 27:

Atchbishop Murphy @
Lynden, 3:30 p.m., (YMCA}

Create a free tangible pl

115010

New Year, New Plan

financial future. Contact your COUNTRY
Financial representative today.

Real people. Real answers. Real quick?

L
400 iberty Stroot, Lyndan, WA 98263
www.countrylinanclal.com

an for your

Lesa Boxx
354-2975

Len Corneto
354-4197

)

Mt. Baker Rotary
student of t

it’s hard to pin down just one thing that sets Briley Benner apart.
Perhaps it could be his perfect 4.0 grade point average at Lynden High
School, or his ‘excellent athietic record. Then again, it could be his fong
volunteer resumé.
Briley has .played varsity cennis for four ‘years and ‘was_on the Al
Northwest Conference and Alt Whatcom County firse teams, He has also
played four -years of varsity ‘soccer, starting ‘every .game since -his
sophomore year, In that time, Briley helped his team qualify for state for
the first time in school history while making it to the quarterfinals, Briley
has played for WFC Rangers Gold soccer team for seven years.

While currently serving as executive vice president of the school AS8, Brifey also heads the schools
recycling program. He has logged over 140 hours of community service, volunteers as a math tutor for
elementary students and assisted coaching the Lynden High School varsity girls Soccer team. He is also 2
‘mermber of the L Club and LHS learning improvement team.

erving the north Whatcom County Co

he month

Ynoites you

fo the

Sol Lewss

Thursday, February 3, 2011

Lynden Pioneer Museum ¢ 7:00 p.m.

Come & honor the 2010 award winners!

Susan Theisen & Henry Kaemingk
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Edith Van Dyk

Edith D. Van Dyk, born on
Feb. 7, 1939, in Lynden, lost her
courageous battle with can-
cer and went home to be with
her Heavenly Father on Feb. 5,
2011, in her home located in
Everson, while surrounded by
her family and friends.

Edith was preceded in
death by her mother, Jacoba
2ylstra; her father, Perry Zylstra;
and her sister, Allegra Krueger.

She is survived by her hus-
band, Michae! Van Dyk: her
siblings, Angie (larcy) Sode,
Sara Jansen, Patricia Zylstra,
and Perry (Shelly); her son,
Michael Zweegman; daughter
Lisa (Rick} McCauley; and her
two grandchildren, Cassidy Jay

and Haley

fived
to the full-
est and ex-
pressed  that
1o everyone
in her actions
on a daily ba-
. We  will
miss her con-
tagious smile
that  would
light up any room on the dark-
est day.

A memorial service will be
held at Christ the King Church,
4173 Meridian St Belingham,
on Thursday, Feb. 10, at 1 p.m.

EDITH
VANDYK

Gregory Phillips

Gregory Scot Phillips, age
54, of Everson, passed away on
Jan, 31,2011,

Private family services will

be held.

Arrangements are by Moles-
Greenacres Funeral Home & Me-
moriat Park. .

COUNTY NEWS

Two physicians
receive honors

BELLINGHAM — The medi-
cal staff of PeaceHealth St. Jo-
seph Medical Center are hon-
oring radiation oncologist lan
Thompson and obstetrician-gy-
necotogist Hull “Cactus” Cook,
as Physicians of Excellence for
2011,
The two physicians were
named from among 10 nomi-
nees in all at the annual January
medical staff dinner hosted by
PeaceHeaith.

Dr. Thompson, of North-
west Washington Radiation On-
cology Associates in Bellingham,
recently stepped down  after
serving 28 yeass as chair of the
PeaceHealth St. Joseph Medi-
cal  Center  multidisciplinary
Tumor Board or “cancer confer-
ence” which helps determine
appropriate  treatment  and/or
foflow-up options to improve
cancer care and survival rates.
He continues to serve as chair of
the region’s Cancer Committee
which, under his leadership, has
led to improvement and coordi-
nation of cancer care in What-
com County where survival rates
are now better than the national
average for lung, breast, prostate
and colorectal cancers.

r. Cook, who will retire on
Nov. 11 after 30 years in obstet-
rics and gynecology, was recog-
nized for defivering perhaps the
most babies in PeaceHealth St.
Joseph history - an average of
230 per year since 1981. He was
honored for his compassion and
dedication to patients, his ex-
ceptional skills, and — accord-
ing to cofleague physician Harry
Herdman — his role as a “teach-
er, mentor and lhﬂughtful role
model*for fellow physicians.

Previous recipients of the
Physician of Excellence honor,
first presented in 2007, are; 2010,
Marvin Wayne and Emily Gib-
son; 2009, Claire Beiser and Ken-
neth Bachenberg; 2008, Williany
tombard and Marcy Hipskind;
and 2007, Margaret Jacobson
and Kenneth Gass.

NSEA offices
robbed of truck,
computer

BELLINGHAM On  the
night of Monday, Jan. 31, the of-
fices of the Nooksack Salmon
Enhancement  Association  on
Hannegan Road were broken
into, and a pickup truck, laptop
computer and number of other
small electronic items were sto-
fen,

Anyone with information on
the pecpetrators should contact
the Bellingham Police Depart-
ment directly at 778-8800.

Meanwhile, NSEA asks for
the fending or donation by any
business or organization of sur-
plus electronic equipment or a
vehicle that could be used as a
replacement. Ali donations ta
NSEA are tax-deductable. if you
have information on any of the
missing items, contact Rachef
Vasak, executive director, at rva-
sak@n-sea.org or {360) 715-0283,
ext. 108.

Tanya Dostal of
local FSA office
wins state award

SPOKANE Providing
loans for the current genera-
tion of Washington farmers and
ranchers is just one part of Tanya
Dostal's day.

The Farm Service Agency
farm loan specialist in Lynden
also volunteers more than 120
hours a year with local 4-H, Fu-
ture Farmers of America and Jo
tivestock Shows to teach and
help the future faces of farming.

Because of her dedication,
the Washington State FSA re-
cently awarded Dostal with a
special achievement award for
community service.

*Tanya's tireless work with
these groups exemplifies the
work ethic we strive for at FSA”
said Judy Olson, Washington
State Farm Service Agency exec-
utive director. “Her commitment
to youth and the futuse leaders of
Washington agriculture is com-

Betty Candito

Betty H. Candito, age 85,
went to be with her Lord on Feb.
3,201,

Betty lived in Lynden for 20
years, with the last two years at
the Chsstian Health Care Cen-
She was born in Twicken-

(tondon), England, and
lived through World War Il in
London where she worked in a
factory supporting the war ef-
fort. Betty was required to ride
on an ambulance one night a
week, responding to bombing
sites, and the war had a lasting
effect an her life, Prior to relocat-
ing to tynden, Betty lived most
of her fife in Pennsylvania and
was a retired dietitian from Bea-
ver County Home for the Aged in
Beaver, Pa.

Betty enjoyed her church,
family, friends, her pets and vol-
unteering her time at the Lynden
Pioneer Museum. She will be
greatly missed by her family and
fiends whose lives she touched
spanning from England to the
U.S.A. and Canada.

She was preceded in death
by her parents; her husband,

Connie, from
Pennsylva-
ria;  brothers
Dennis  Bald-
wyn, Ken-
neth Baldwyn
and  Winston
Humphreys:
and sister
Ginny Reeve,

he is
survived by
her brother, Geoffrey Baldwyn of
Duncan, B.C; and family mem-
bers in England and Australia,

There will be a small ser-
vice at the Christisn Health
Care Center on March 10, 2013,
Menorials can be made to First
Reformed Church, 610 Grover
St. or ta Christian Health Care
Center, 855 Aaron Dr, both of
Lynden, WA 98264. You are in-
vited to share your memories
and condolences in the onfine
guest book at www.gilliesfuner-
alhome.com.

Arrangements are entrusted
to Gillies Funeral Home and Cre-
mation Services of Lynden.

BETTY
CANDITO

mendable and we were pleased
10 honor her with this award”

This was the inaugural year
for the awards, with FSA looking
for ways to reward employees
who have gone above and be-
yond their day-to-day duties and
showcase their  achievements
statewide.

The awards program includ-
ed two kinds of awards: special
achievement and employee of
the year. In the special achieve-
ment category, there were five
areas of excellence:  special
achievement, community  ser-
vice, customer service, teamwork
and other. The awards were cho-
sen by the FSA State Committee,
a five-membet committee made
up of producers from through-
out the state. The state is divided
into four districts, with one win-
ner chosen fram each district
and then another from the state
office located in Spokare.

Dostal was alsc a recipi-
ent of a Presidential Volunteer
Service Award for her work with
these organizations,

Boundary Bay
derelict crab pots
to be pulled

MOUNT VERNON — The
Northwest Straits Initiative in-
tends to remove derelict crab

pots from Boundary Bay, in Brit-
ish Columbia near Blaine, with
funding from British Columbia's
Ministry of the Environment.

The project, says the North-
west  Swaits  Foundation,  will
demonstrate  effective  removal
methods and document impacts
of derelict crab pots In British
Columbia. Also, purse seine net
will be removed off Pender Is-

=
E

“We know the impacts of der-
elict crab pots in Puget Sound to
the crab fishery and they're very
significant? said Ginny  Broad-
hurst, director of the Northwest
Staaits Initiative, “It’s great to see
that our Puget Sound work will
help to jump start the Canadian
project. It's a perfect opportunity
to share technical expertise.”

Surveys conducted in

Boundary Bay in January found
more than 1,800 derelict crab
pots in a small 5.5-squace-kilo-
meter area. Initiative crews hope
to semove up to 120 of those pots
during this project.

The Northwest Straits  Ini-
tiative has removed more than
2,000 pots from Puget Sound
and estimates more than 12,000
crab pots are lost in Puget Sound
each year, Each derelict pot can
il up to 22 harvestable crabs a
year, even if a legal escape cord is
used. This costs the Puget Sound
commercial crab  fishery more
than  $800,000 In harvestable
crabs each year.

March 4 is last
day to apply
for several
federal
conservation
programs

SPOKANE — March 4 is
the application cut-off date for
several conservation and ease-
ment pregrams, including five
new Conservation Activity Plans
{CAPs) for comprehensive nu-
trient  management  {confined
animal), nutrient management,
irrigation  water
conversion to organic farming
and forestry, the USDAs Natural
Resources Conservation Service
announces.

CAPs are being offered this
year for the first time to pro-
ducers who want technical as-
sistance on a specific resource
concern. Through a CAP. NRCS
funds are used to pay 2 portion
of the cost for a private techni-
cal service provider to develop

management, .

Cecil VanderMolen

Cecil VanderMolen, age 80,
died peacefully on Saturday, Feb.
5, 2011, at Whatcom Hospice
House in Bellingham.

Born on Aug. 20, 1930, in
Lyaden to John and Louise (Van
Dalen) VanderMolen, he at-
tended Lynden schools and later
joined the US, Air Force. On June
17, 1950, Cecil married Hilma M.
Grafmyre in Lynden. His military
career spanned over 27 years
and he was stationed at numer-
ous US. Air Force bases, and
flew overseas cambat missions
in southeast Asia. Cecit was a
crew member of various aircraft,
but the B-52 was his favorite, as
he togged over 5,000 houss in the
8-52 and also was a gunner in-
structor for the aircraft. He was
very proud of his military service
achievements, attaining numer-
ous medals, flying numerous
missions as a wing gunner and
was a member of USAF Senior
NCO Class 74-D and SAC (Stra-
tegic Air Command). A very pa-
triotic man, Cecil worked for the
US. Post Office as a clerk for 20
years following his military re-
tirement. His fove for flying was
evident as he obtained his pri-
vate pifot’s license and flew pri-
vate airceaft. His first sola flight
was in 1971, Cecil also collected
coins. While living in Lynden,
Cecil attended First  Christian
Reformed Church and later at-
tended Bible study at his mobile

=

home park
residence  in
Bellingham. .

Cecil s
survived
sons
VanderMolen
of Lynden and
Jay  Vander-
Molen of Bell-
ingham;  and
sister Aan De-
Jong of Lynden.

He was preceded in death
by his wife, Hilma, in 1995; sons
Robert James in 1991, Jeffrey C.
in 1993, and infant twin sons,
Craig and Charles, in 196%; and
siblings Donald, Joha Jr, Piercy
(Pete), Susanne Van Winkle and
Sadie VanderMolea.

Graveside services will be
held on Thursday, Feb. 10, at 3
pm. in Hopewell Cemetery at
the corer of Hopewell and Oat
Coles roads near Everson.

Memorial ~ donations  are
suggested to: American Cancer
Society, PO. Box 19140, Seattle,
WA 98109; or American Diabetes
Assoc,, Everett Office, 2805 Calby
Ave, Everett, WA 98201. You are
invited to share your memories
and condolences in the online
guest book at www.gilliesfuner-
alhome.com.

Atrangements are entrusted
to Gillies Funerat Home and Cre-
mation Services of Lynden.

CECIL
VANDERMOLEN

agency programs.’

According to Brown, com-
pleted CAPs may alsc receive
funding priority in future NRCS
application rankings.

The March 4 application
cut-off date also applies to other
special initiatives in Washington
through NRCSs  Environmen-
tal Quality fncentives Program.
These include:

Conservation Reserve  Pro-
gram Take-Out Initiative: NRCS
is providing special funding
to help producers with expir-
ing CRP contracts protect their
land. Funding will be available
for producers interested in con-
verting this land to grazing use
by implementing practices such
as water developments, fencing

and prescribed grazing.
Organic  Initiative:  Organic
producers can receive up to

$20,000 per year or $80,000 over
six years through this initiative.
funding is for implementing
practices that solve resousce
concerns. This initiative is not
intended to provide funding or
incentives for producers to con-
vert to organic farming.

Eligible producers and en-
tities interested in conservation
easement and restoration pro-
grams also have until March 4
to submit their applications for
consideration  this  fiscal  year.
Those programs include:

Farm and Ranch iand Pro-
tection Program: NRCS Is seek-
ing proposals from local, state
and federally recognized tribal

and

plans  outlining
treatment alternatives.
“Producers are assured of
quality assistance because all
TSPs are certified and must fol-

low NRCS standards, said Dave
Brown, NRCS assistant  state
conservationist. “Producers can

then implement the practices on
their own or seek financial as-
sistance through NRCS or other

mental organizations interested
in working together to acquire
conservation  easements  on
farms and ranches. FRPP helps
communities  preserve  farm
or qanch land and cultural re-
sources. The program offers 2
way to keep prime farmland in
agriculture use and, at the same
time, keep farming and ranching

communities thriving by reliev-
ing development pressures.

Wetlands Reserve Program:
WRP assists eligible applicants
in the restoration, protection
and enhancement of wetlands
on their property through a vol-
untary, environmentally safe and
cost-effective manner,

The local Farm Service
Agency center Is at 6975 Han-
negan Rd, Lynden, phone num-
ber 354-2035.

Washington gets
$30 million in
Forest Service
revenue sharing

WASHINGTON, DL —
Washington  State gets  $30.5
miflion, third highest among  afl
states, in the latest distribution
of USDA Forest Service revenues
to rural communities.

Agricullure  Secretary Tom
Vilsack on Jan. 3 announced that
more than 5389 million is be-
ing distributed to 41 states and
Puerto Rico for public schools
and roads and specific county
programs.

Since 1908, 25 percent of
Forest Service revenues from
timber sales, mineral leases, rec-
reation, grazing and other sourc-
es have been shared with states
and counties in which national
forest lands are located.

In 2008 Congress extended
the program four more years,
through 2011, Under the exten-
sion, states and counties will re-
ceive another $1.7 billion to help
transition to reduced payment
levels.

QOregon is tops in the distri-
bution at $108 million and Cali-
fornia is second at $47.9 million.

<Y OF

F LYNDEN
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS TO LEASE.
PROPERTY AT 1892 KOK ROAD FOR
VEHICLE PARKING DURING THE 2011
NORTHWEST WASHINGTON FAIR

NOYICE s hereby given that the City of
tynden will receive sealed bids for the
property at 1892 Kok Road for the pur-
pose of vehide parking during the an-
nual Northviest Washington Fair event
August 15th thiough August 20th, 2011,
Bids wilf be recelved at the office of the
Public Works Department, 300 4th Street,
Lynden, WA 98264, untii 100 pm, Fri-
day, February 18, 2031. All bids must be
In a seated envelope, clearly marked as 3
sealed bid for 1892 Kok Road Property.

The City reserves the right to reject any
or alf bids, or any part theredf, to walve
irregularities or informalities In the bid or
bidding process, and to give pardcular st

ANNUAL SUPPLY OF ASPHALT, QUAR-
RY ROCK, GRAVEL, SAND & TOP SOIL

Notice Is hereby glven that sealed bids
will be recelved by the City of Lynden
Public Works Department at 300 4th
Street, Lynden, Washington, 98264, {360)
3543445, until 1:00 pm on Wednesday,
the 16th day of February, 2011. The bids
will then be opened and tabulated.

Materlals to be supplied on demand with-
in 24 hours (or within 2 hours In case of
emergency)

and dellvered to within § miles of the Lyn-
den service area, If necessary. A weight
sllp must be submitted at time of deliv-
ery.

The bid Is to establish a list of suppliers
and fim prices for the 2011 supply of
asphalt, quarry rock, grave, sand and top
soil for the City. Award vill be made to
the lowest and or best bidder. In the ab-
sence of special circumstances, the Ciy
will select the supplier submitting the
fowest bid price for the specific mate-
dat tem needed, However, under special
circumstances, the City may select the
suppler pot submiting the lowest bid,
bu o special clicum-

tentior pr ine the most
tesponsive bid.
Aff inquiries may be directed to Laura

Burford, Adminlstrative Office Manager
for the Public Works Department at (360}

Heather Sytsma
Public Works St. Admin. Assistant

Published February 2&9, 2011

CITY OF LYNDEN
INVITATIONTO BID

ut
stances meet the Cltys mqu!len\ems for
the specified material needed. Special
clrcumstances that may be considered In-
ude: differences in ability to deliver, de-
ivery ime, availability of material, special
loading or unloading conditians, total cost
- including transport, performance of the
delivered material, location of the saurce
and proximity to the delivery paint.

The ity of Lynden reserves the right to
accept a proposat of the bidder submit-
ting the fowest responsible bid, to reject
any or il bids, or t0 re-soficit the call for
bids f the best Interest of the City of Lyn-
den s served thereby.

Mark Sandal

Programs &Environmental Coordinator
Clty of Lynden.

Published February 9,2011

INVITATION TOBIO

CHTY OF SUMAS PUBLIC WORKS.
SUMAS, WASHINGTON

RAILROAD STREEY ~ HEAVY HAUL
FED. AID NO. - STPR-1265(002}
BID DATE: March 3, 2011 2p

ESTIMATED PROJECT COST: $112,000

NOTICE TO BIDDERS: Sealed bid pra-
posals wil be received by the Clty of Su-
mas Clerk at Sumas City Hall 433 Cherry
Stieet PO, Box 9 Sumas, WA 98295 no
fater thin 2:00 pm. on March 3, 2011, for
the replacement consteuction of Railroad
Street, and other elated work. The said
ids will be opened and read afoud at the
bid opening. Bidders and olher properly
interested partics are Invited to be pres-
ent at the bid opening. Bids received af-
ter the time fixed for opening cannot be
considered.

The Contract Documents may be ob-
wained from Wilson Enginecring, 805
Dupont Street, Bellingham, WA 98225.
Contact  Michael  Matthes, (360733-
6100, for project Information. There Is
a $70 nonvefundable charge for the
Contract Documents. A bid bond In the
amount of 5% of the greatest amount bid
must be submitted vith the bld proposal.
Contiact documents may also be exam-
ined but not purchased at the following
focatians; Sumas City Hall at above ad-
dress; Weekly Construction Reporter,
2215 Midway Lane, #208, Bellingham,
WA 98226, Contract documents and the
plans hofders list may alsa be examined at

www.wisonengineering. com/bidding.
he plan halders list vl indude those
formally purchasing plans from Wilson
Englneering, LLC.

The City may teject any bid not accompa-
nied by bid securily or data required by
the bid documents. Factors considered
in award of the contract will include the
Contractor's experience and petformance
on previous contracts.

Special Requirements:

Al bidders must be licensed contractors
reglstered in the State of Washlngton. All

Your right to know and be informed of the functions of your gov-
esnment are embodied in public notices. In that self-governmeat
charges all citizens to be informed, this newspaper urges every
citizen to read and study these notices. We strongly adwsu those
citizens seeking further infarmation to exercise their
cess to public records and public meetings.

ght of ac-

LEGAL

2031 to consider proposed Ordinance
No, 652 to revise the regulations set forth
in Chapter 6.08 of the Nooksack Munici-
pal Code addressing animal control and
s d

work performed on this project wilt be

and Affirmative Action Employer. Sma)l

Minority-Owned, and Women-Owned
business enterprises are encouraged to
submit bids. The following is applicable to
federal 21d projects:

The City of Sumas In accordance with
Tidde VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964,
78 Stat, 252, 42 US.C. 2000d to 2000d-
4 and Title 49, Code of Federal Regula-
Vions, Department of Transportation,
subtifle A, Office of the Secrietary, Part
21, nondiscrimination In_federally as-
sisted programs of the Department of
Transportation Issued pursuant to such
Act, hereby notifies all bidders that it
will affimatively ensure that any con-
tract entered into pursuant to this ad-
vertisement, _disadvantaged  business
emerprises will be afforded full oppor-
tunity to submit bids In response to this
invitation and will not be discriminated
against on the grounds of race, colar or
national origin in considesation for an
award.

Gerl Lewls
City Clerk

City of Sumas

Published February 9, 2011

City of Nooksack
Naotice of Public Hearing

‘The City of Nooksack hereby gives notice

The public hearing will be held at 700
pm. at Nooksack City Hall. Copies of the
proposed ordinance are available for re-
e at Nooksack City Hal at the address

he . Writ-

that 2 public hearing befare
City Council wii be held on february 22,
2011 to consider proposed Ordinance
No. 653 to adopt regulations set forth in
Chapter 601 of the Nooksack Municipal
Code addressing the treatment of animals,
Including the adoption of State statutes.
The public hearing will be held at 7:00
pam. at Nooksack City Hall. Copies of the
proposed ordinance are available fos re-
view at Nooksack City Halt at the address
below during normal business hours. Writ-
ten comments may be submitted prior to
the hearing. Any person may submit wait-
tenor oral comments at the hezring.

Nooksack City Hali
103 W. Madison Street
PO.80x 4265
Nocksack WA 98276

Published February 9,2011

City of Nooksack
Natice of Public Heating

The Clty of Nogksack hereby glves notice
ihat a public hearing before the Nooksack
City Council will be held an February 22,

ten comments may he oo pror to
the hearing. Any person may submit wit-
ten or oral comments at the hearing.

Nooksack City Hall
103 W, Madison Street
PO.Box 4265
Nooksack, WA 98276

Published February 9, 2011

CITY OF NOOKSACK
ORDINANCE #650

The following Is a summary of Ordinance
4650 adopted by the Nooksack City
Council on Janwary 7, 2011 and published
under authority of RCW35A.12.160.

ORDINANCE #650

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CiTY COUN-
CIL OF THE CITY OF NOOKSACK,
WASHINGTON,  AMENDING _ ORDI-
NANCE NO6t1 AND ADOPTING A
CORRECTION TG SECTION 15.10.050
OF THE NOOKSACK MUNICIPAL CODE
TO IMPLEMENT CHANGES YO THE

See NOTICES on B3



Summer 2011

The newsletter was prepared by Cheryl Lovato Niles, WSU Whatcom County Shore
Stewards Coordinator.

Clams are an essential part of the Northwest story — they have been both sustenance and symbol
in this region for thousands of years. Native tribes relied heavily on clams, drying and smoking
large quantities to preserve them for the winter. The native Quinault language includes a phrase,
ta’aWshi xa’iits’os, meaning
“clam hungry” which gives you
a sense of how clams figured in
the Quinault diet.

Clams are also featured
prominently in a Haida creation
story. In this story, Raven
discovers humans in a clam,
and because he is bored, he
coaxes them out into the world
for entertainment, which their
ceaseless activity amply
provides.

. BRI ' : In Whatcom County,
Image from the Virtual Museum of Canada archeological evidence indicates the Lummi and the

Nooksack Tribes used Birch Bay seasonally as
foraging and ceremonial grounds. The Lummis called the area Strav-a-wa, which means ‘the
place for clams.’

The history of Lynden includes an annual community clam-bake which began in 1891.
According to Robert Hawley’s Skqee Mus, or Pioneer Days on the Nooksack, the tradition began
when four men from Lynden made the day-long trip by wagon to Birch Bay. They harvested
butter and horse clams that night during a very low tide and then returned home the following
day. When they arrived, they shared their harvest with the whole community. The Clam
Diggers Club carries on the tradition of an annual clam bake in Lynden today.

Clams became a national icon of the Northwest when Ivar Haglund opened his Acres of Clams
restaurant in Seattle, in the 1940s. Haglund, a folk singer as well as restaurateur, got the name



for his restaurant from a 19" century folk song. The song describes a settler who tried
prospecting for gold, endured hardship, gave up on prospecting and settled along Puget Sound.

“No longer the slave of ambition

I laugh at the world and its shams
As I think of my pleasant condition
Surrounded by acres of clams.”

If you would like to hear the whole song, you’ll find a rendition here:
www.youtube.com/watch?v=thgs3ZyvBulJ

From the outside, you can see three main parts to a clam: Their hard shell, a siphon for pulling
sea water into their bodies, and a foot for burrowing into the beach. ‘In the case of cockles, this
foot can also be used for executing evasive maneuvers.

¥

Oregon State University

You may be dubious about the “evasive maneuvers” bit, but I assure you that I have personally
witnessed a cockle use its foot to elude a sea star many times. You don’t have to take my word
for it. There’s a short YouTube video that shows what appears to be a cockle rolling itself
around the beach. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=48 MU9INH2rc

Of course, cockles are exceptional in their mobility. Most clams are only truly mobile for the
first two weeks of their life when the drift among salish sea plankton as little veligers. The term
Veliger (a handy item for your next Scrabble game) refers to the velum - ciliated lobes that serve
as gills and also little wings to help the larva “flutter” about the water column as its foot and



shell begin to develop. After a very brief adolescence of exploring the substrate, “dig in” is
exactly what most surviving clams will do, remaining hereto embedded for the rest of their life.

If you would like to see some juvenile clams using their feet to sedately burrow into the sand, as
is the norm for most clams, here’s another short video on YouTube.
www.voutube.com/watch?v=q7DmvehQovl

Clams pull sea water into their bodies and
filter the tiny plankton out of the water to
eat, which is why they are described as
“filter feeders.” Most plankton is
microscopic and can’t be seen with the
naked eye (If you are headed to the beach,
a hand lens might help you see some
plankton in a dish of seawater; a
microscope, if you just happen to have one
handy, surely would).

k Fun Clam ‘Fact‘s :

The oldest Geoduck in capt1v1ty llved to. be 146 :
years old ‘ ~

f Some spemes of clam can ﬁlter up to 65 gallons -
ﬁof water a day ‘ ~

Mamla clams hltchhlked on oyste1 seed
.sh1pments from J apan

But there is an easy and fun to see with
your own eyes just how much plankton is
in the water. If you go clamming, bring 2
buckets with you. Put seawater into both
buckets and add the clams to just one of
them. After about 45 minutes, take a look
at the water in both. You’ll be amazed by
how clear the water looks in the bucket with clams!

‘ Clams are present m the foss1l record begmmng
*510 mllhon yeats ago L : ~

~~The oldest ammal ever dxscovered wasa 405
year—old Quahog found m Iceland

Most clams must endure a lack of food and exposure to the air during low tides. To manage this,
these bivales “clam up” - they pull their siphon and foot in, and close their shell tightly for the
duration. In this way the clam keeps itself moist until the tide returns.

Our beaches are home to a long list of clams with colorful names such as cockles, butter clams,
littlenecks, and bent-nosed macomas. If you are curious about who’s who on our beaches or you
just want to know what’s out there so you can find a good recipe, here are two great websites to
explore:

City of Edmonds Discover Program Clams and Mussels Page
www.ci.edmonds.wa.us/Discovery programs_website/Clams_& Mussels.htm]

King County Clam Identification Key
http://www.kingcounty.gov/environment/animalsAndPlants/clams.aspx




For many of us the compelling
question about clams is whether
they’ll taste better fried or
steamed with white wine.

Given that they are a good
source of protein, lower fat than
chicken, and rich in iron and
vitamin B12, there’s a lot to love
here. And they don’t get much
fresher than when you dig them
yourself. o

In Whatcom County we are
blessed with several great clamming beaches. Birch Bay continues to be “the place for clams”
but there are several other good spots around the County.

The Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife maintains a very helpful shellfish beach search
engine. You can search by county, zip code, or using a clickable map. The site reports whether
the beach is open for clams and/or oysters as well as details such as “boat only access,” or
whether the beach is “enhanced,” meaning stocked, with additional clams or oysters. You’ll
find the search engine here:

http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/shellfish/beaches/search.php?searchby=County&search=Whatcom

As you look for good clamming beaches you’ll notice that many areas have been closed due to
pollution. Some areas, such as those near a marina or a sewage treatment facility outfall will
necessarily always be closed. But others are closed due to pollution that could be prevented.

In Whatcom County Chuckanut Bay, Drayton Harbor, Semiahmoo and Birch Bay’s Terrell
Creek delta, are all examples of prime shellfish areas in Whatcom County, that have been
compromised or closed because of pollution.

In all of these pollution closures fecal contamination is the culprit. The Department of Health
tests for fecal coliform, a bacteria found in the waste of all warm-blooded animals. The fecal
coliform bacteria do not themselves cause illness, but when fecal matter is present in the water, a
whole suite of bacterial and viral nasties that can cause illnesses such as cholera, typhoid fever,
and hepatitis A may also be present.

Keeping excess fecal material (above the natural background levels from wild animals) out of
our waters as much as possible is the key to preserving and restoring our shellfish areas.



1) Pick up dog waste promptly and throw it in the garbage — even from your own back yard.
2) Keep your septic system in good working order, repair or replace the system promptly when
necessary.

3) Keep livestock fenced away from streams.

For a more complete picture of how citizens can protect shellfishing on our favorite local
clamming beach, take a look at page 7 of the Birch Bay Terrell Creek State of the Watershed

Report:

http://www.co.whatcom.wa.us/nds/naturalresources/criticalareas/updates/downloads/pdf/bb terre

lerk watershed report.pdf

Please also note that while the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife website will inform
you about pollution closures, it does not provide information about biotoxin or vibrio
closures. To find out whether the clams are safe to eat you also must check with the Washington
State Department of Health, or the Whatcom County Department of Health.

Biotoxins are poisons produced by microscopic
planktonic algae naturally present in marine
waters. Normally the amounts present are too
small to be harmful, but when the algae grow
rapidly aka bloom, toxin levels in shellfish
(who, as you’ll remember are slurping down
plankton, including these algae, by the gallon)
can rise quickly. The toxins do not harm the
clams but they are very poisonous for humans.

“Several members of Captain
Vancouver’s crew died in 1793 after
eating toxic shellfish — the first recorded
PSP deaths in the Pacific Northwest.
Native Americans were undoubtedly

aware of the problem long before that.”
- Gathering Safe Shellfish in Washington,
Washington Sea Grant.

‘F‘ast Facts on BiotéxinsV .

There is no antidote fo'r“bibtoxih .

poisoning.

{Cook‘king:and freezing do not des“tkr‘o‘y‘ |

biotoxins.

Varnish clams accumuléte toxin a‘t;highe‘r

levels than other clams.

;;‘Vami‘shjkand butter ;;lams‘ store téxi‘n‘sf' o
longer than other clams. o

Red Waté'rfdoes "rid:ty;indicate‘the pfesence‘

of Paralytic Shellfish Poisoning

Shellfish are routinely tested by the Department of Health for biotoxins such as Paralytic
Shellfish Poisoning (PSP, or “red tide”) and Amnesic Shellfish Poison (ASP, or demoic acid).
Areas are closed for shellfish harvest when the toxins are present at dangerous levels.




Vibrio are small bacteria that can also make you sick with gastrointestinal and flulike symptoms.
The illness is usually mild or moderate but in severe cases, hospitalization may be required. The
Department of Health tests for Vibrio as well.

To find out if it’s safe to harvest shellfish contact the Washington State Department of Health or
our own Whatcom County Department of Health:

Marine Biotoxin Hotline 1-800-562-5632;

DOH Office 360-236-3330; or

DOH websites www.doh.wa.gov/ehp/sf/biotoxin.htm.
www.doh.wa.gov/shellfishsafety.htm (clickable maps)

Whatcom County Department of Health: 360-676-6724

While biotoxins are deadly serious, your clam bake plans don’t have to be completely derailed
by them. All commercially harvested shellfish must meet the rigorous health standards
established by the State. You can purchase safe shellfish throughout the year at seafood markets
and grocery stores.

You’ve checked the WDFW website and found a good beach, you’ve called the Marine Biotoxin
Hotline and gotten the green light. Now you need to pick up a license so you can get digging.

There are many places to buy licenses in Whatcom County including fishing and sporting goods
stores, hardware stores, grocery stores, and resorts. To find a location nearby you can search
online at:

http://wdfw.wa.gov/licensing/vendors/vendor_search.php?County=WHATCOM

If you can wait a few days, you can also purchase a license online at:
hitps:/fishhunt.dfw.wa.gov/

The legal minimum size for Manila clams, native littlenecks, butter clams, and cockles is 1.5
inches. There is no minimum size for geoducks, horse clams and eastern softshell clams,—
meaning you must keep all that you take. The no minimum rule helps to protect populations of
these species that are unlikely to survive even if they are replaced after digging.

To learn more about the rules for shellfish harvest you can look online at
http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/shellfish/statewide_rules.html
and call the WDFW Emergency Shellfish Rule Change Hotline 1-866-880-5431.

WDFW recommends using a rake rather than a shovel for manila and native littlenecks, cockles,
and macomas. Rakes are more effective and are generally less damaging to both the clams and
the beach.



Filling in your holes is important for three reasons. 1) A pile of sand or gravel can prevent the
critters beneath it, including any clams, from getting fresh sea water, effectively smothering
them. 2) the filled-in hole area provides an excellent place to “replant” any clams below the
minimum size so they can grow bigger (!) and 3) It’s courteous to fill in your holes. Clam holes
can be tripping hazards for people wading in shallow water.

One way to make hole filling faster and easier is to bring a piece of cardboard or a small plastic
sheet with you to the beach. Perhaps you have an old shower liner or a tarp that could be cut
down and repurposed. Place the sand onto the sheet or cardboard as you are digging and when
you are done simply slide the pile back into the hole. Voila!

Then éimply replace any clams you cannot keep on top of the filled harvest hole and cover them
shallowly.

The Whatcom County Marine Resources Committee (MRC) is one organization helping to keep
Whatcom County safe for clamming. This volunteer organization sponsors and supports water-
quality testing, clam surveys, clam enhancement, and clam restoration on Whatcom County
beaches.

You are cordially invited to get involved. Marine Resources Committee projects are a great way
to learn more about clams and clamming, take in the local scenery, and help preserve a special
piece of the Northwest experience.

To learn more about these opportunities you can take a look at the MRC website.
http://www.whatcom-mrc.whatcomecounty.org/MRC/projects/shellfish.htm

To sign up or ask questions you can send an email to Sara Brooke Benjamin at
SBenjami@co.whatcom.wa.us

Birch Bay & Terrell Creek State of the Watershed Report
http://www.co.whatcom.wa.us/pds/naturalresources/criticalareas/undates/downloads/pdf/bb terre

Herk watershed report.pdf

GeoKansas.
Fossil Clams and other Bivalves
hitp://www.kes ku.edu/Extension/fossils/bivalve.htm]

National Geographic
Oyster
http://animals.nationalgeographic.com/animals/invertebrates/ovster/




National Geographic
“405-Year-Old Clam Called Longest Lived Animal”
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2007/10/071029-oldest-clam.html

Virtual Museum of Canada
http://www.virtualmuseum.ca/Exhibitions/Haida/java/english/art/art3al .html

Washington State Magazine
http://wsm.wsu.edu/s/index.php?id=758

Whatcom County Marine Resources Committee website
www.whatcom-mre.whatcomcounty.org/MRC/index.htm

YouTube “Acres of Clams” _
hitp://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n8JhlszyPuQ&feature=related

Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife
Puget Sound Clam and Oyster FAQ
hitp://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/shellfish/ps_clam_oyster fags.html

Washington Sea Grant

The Nutritional Value of Shellfish
www.wsg.washington.edu/communications/online/shellfishnutrition 09.pdf
Gathering Safe Shellfish in Washington. Avoiding Paralytic Shellfish Poisoning
www.wseg. washineton.edu/mas/pdfs/SafeShellfishBooklet.pdf

Shore Stewards is funded by the Whatcom County Marine Resources Committee.

Extension programs and policies are consistent with federal and state laws and
regulations on nondiscrimination regarding race, sex, religion, age, color, creed,
national or ethnic origin; physical, mental or sensory disability; marital status, sexual
orientation, or status as a Vietnam-era or disabled veteran. Evidence of

noncompliance may be reported through your local Extension office.
If you would like to download or view previous Shore Steward newsletters, please visit
www.shorestewards.wsu.edu/whatcom.



| The hassle-free digital
. mailing solution...

Classifieds - “Jobs —Cars  Homes .. Apartments . Place an ad

e
THE BELLINGHAM HERALD

Home' News . Spofts = Business -Entertainment Living: = Opinion - Local Deals

Local News < News

NEXT STORY > Happy Valley residents hope to turn intersection into gathering spot

Surveys underway to track plants; animals
at Whatcom County shorelines

Published: June 29, 2013

RINT 2 E-MAIL COMVENTS

o Tweet | )22 e

E3Recommend | 4 |

ByKIE RELYEA—THE BELLINGHAMHERALD

BELLINGHAM - On a stretch of beach at Boulevard Park exposed by low tide, Bob Lemon uses
forceps to gingerly pick at a piece of bright greenery draped over a rock while Bellingham Bay
waves lap against the shore.

The intertidal zone expert studies the sea lettuce for a bit before turning his attention to barnacles
that April Markiewicz and Gaythia Weis are trying to identify.

The three Bellingham residents were among the trained volunteers who surveyed intertidal life on
two stretches of beach at one of the city's most popular parks June 22 and 23.

The goal of last weekend's survey - conducted on both sides of The Woods Coffee under the
curious eyes of onlookers - was to see what intertidal species were there, and how many, before
the city of Bellingham removes concrete riprap in a section of beach and restores it to a natural
shoreline of sand and gravel.

"We wanted to know what is the change of the community in that place," said Wendy Steffensen,
lead scientist with the North Sound Baykeeper Team. "We wanted like a before-and-after
snapshot. And we wanted to see what the impact of making a soft shore is.”

Steffensen also is chair of the Whatcom County Marine Resources Committee, which led the
Boulevard Park survey.

The city is restoring the beach north of The Woods Coffee, called West Beach. Volunteers
surveyed that section Sunday.

Where the volunteers were Saturday was south of Woods, just on the other side and called Pete's
Beach. That shoreline could have the concrete rubble removed in the future but, until then, it is
expected to serve as a reference point for ongoing summer surveys, provided funding can be
found, to frack beach health.

Restoring West Beach - the work that is closing off a section of Boulevard Park and is expected to
be done by October - should be good for the
plants and creatures living there.

"We're assuming it's going to be positive and
we'll see a lot more critters next year,"
Steffensen said, noting the survey will provide
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\blunteers conduct an intertidal survey along the
shoreline at Boulevard Park in Bellingham on
Saturday, June 22, 2013. The suneywill assess
what kind of creatures and plants, and how manyof
them, call the tidal flats home. The survey was led
bythe Whatcom County Marine Resources
Committee to create a baseline of species there for

future comparison.
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scientific data, instead of just anecdotal
information, be the news good or bad.

Boulevard Park survey results will be shared
with the city, which, over time, will look for signs
of improvement, such as shelt fragments.

That's a good indicator that sea life that likes
that intertidal zone is showing up, according {o
Gina Gobo Austin, project engineer with the city Parks and Recreation Department.

"It can be an assessment tool," Steffensen said.

The intertidal zone survey at Boulevard Park isn't the only one occurring this summer to monitor
changes in species diversity and beach health.

Several groups, including Whatcom County Marine Resources Committee, RE Sources and two
citizen stewardship committees, are involved in an effort for Cherry Point and Fidalgo Bay aquatic
reserves. Upcoming surveys are planned for those reserves.

The survey at Cherry Point will be part of an ongoing effort and wil add to the historic baseline of
data. Access to those sites has been approved by Intalco and Phillips 66, which own or lease land
in the survey areas.

"Good science serves us all. We're all working from the same playbook. We're all getting the same

information. And we can all talk about it," Steffensen said. "Some of this information is already
being gathered by the industries."

Information gathered by the volunteer citizen scientists who have received training - about 40 in
Whatcom County - also will be shared with the state Department of Natural Resources.

As for those volunteers: “It's a tremendous amount of fun for people to just get out there and see
what's living on the beach," Steffensen said.

Back at Boulevard Park, beach naturalist Lemon confers with Markiewicz and Weis. They decide
that the barnacle species they're attempting to identify is the thatched variety - ones that don't yet
have the formation that makes them look like a little pile of straw, which gives the barnacles their
name, but are starting to show the "break line" on their top.

As Leman moves off to confer with other volunteers - “Yeah, | think that's Turkish washcloth," he
said of a dark seaweed - Weis and Markiewicz resume their survey of the rock and that patch of
beach.

"There's one mussel here that's alive and well," said Markiewicz, who also is a member of
Whatcom County Marine Resources Committee.
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The pair also finds a tiny purple shore crab hiding under the rock they're examining.

" did see something squirting," Markiewicz said as they and the other volunteers continued their
survey.

SURVEYS INFO

Upcoming surveys of intertidal zones are:

-- Friday, July 19, at Cherry Point Aquatic Reserve near Alcoa Intalco Works.
-- Saturday, July 20, at Fidalgo Bay Aquatic Reserve in Anacortes.

-- Sunday, July 21, at Cherry Point Aquatic Reserve, Neptune Beach.

To find out more about the surveys or to register, call RE Sources at 360-733-8307.

Reach KIE RELYFA at kie.relysa@bellinghamherald.com or call 715-2234.
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Hhink its a good idea to start developing a base line. There's been a lot of opinion and conjecture in
numerous areas regarding impacts of either making changes or not making changes to ecologically
sensilive areas and this is a start. The conundrum is that the placement of the materials under
studyrepresent the ‘disturbed' status of what was apparentlyas natural beach (pre salmon canneries
etcin that area). So, once the datais coltected and the beach resfored, we getinto discussions as to
is that really what would represent the undisturbed natural state. Thus, we're back to opinions. Butno
data is worse than none.

The big issue is how that data will to be interpreted and used. Obviously, RE Sources have their
agenda and its clear thatthe companies who have woluntarily allowed activists come on to their
property are potentially at risk of distortion or misuse . Furthermore, the issue is whether or not the
information developed by amateurs will stand the test of court if there is ever a challenge.
Hopefullythe entiies who have voluntarily allowed layindividuals onto their propertyto collect intertidal
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data are also doing their own suneys...

06/30/2013 08:31 B Report Abuse Like Heply

"But no data is worse than none."

Just gotta lowe it folks.

GB/30/2013 0847 PR Inreply 1 QOOOZ  Report Abuse Lke  Reply

.haha, OK, good catch...Limited data is better than none”.let the abuse begin...

OE/30/2013 09:44 P4 Inreply towoad  ReportAbuse Like Reply

| Alaskabobc
ftwill be interesting to see what kind of beach

it evolves into once the heaw material is removed. Mother Nature maywell
remove the rest of the park. The Northeaster can really pound that area.
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. Givil .

Good project. Theyre using volunteers which is a great wayto get the most out of funding resources,
and also to build community support. We're privileged to five at the margin of the ocean, and we hawe
a responsibilityto leam about it and avoid despoiling it
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Taxpayeri

Anyone else worried about these whack jobs?

05/29/2015 10:50 PM 2 Likes ReportAbuse ke Raply

mountainlove

Not at all, but 1 do worry that you've reproduced your dysfunctional gene.
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! outdoorlovetwo 7

These are the Kind of "WhacJobs™ we need. People that love the Shoreline and all
the bountyit offers. Boulevard is such a respite for humans and critters alike.

To sitand watch all the families getiing out of the house and away from the
Electronics for just a few hours is wonderful. One Mom brought a Van full of
Middle school students out to the park and told them to go playas she handed
them a list of out door games they could play. | watched the faces of these kids
and then as they adjusted and gawve the list a chance they began to have some
real fun. Gleeful laughter could be heard as these kids played in the
sun.....Many parents start to show their very young kids all the litle

shoreline inhabitants as little toes feel the cool water. Yes even the Train is
loved by Oid and Young alike. Dogs run,, lungs fill with fresher air and people
can unwind for just a litle while. So Please all the Qutdoar Geeky Science
please keep gracing Our Shores. You tooo Taxie1 may benefit,, get one of Moms
listand come hawe alittle fun in the Sun.......

OB/30/2013 0B:27 AM inraply fo Texpayer) 7 Likes  ReportAbuse Like Reply

(
§ reasonable_man

Actually, you worryme more. Humans hawe historically been fascinated with shoreline flora
and fauna. The cultivation and harvest of intertidal species (clams, mussels and oysters for
example) is a multi-million dollar industryin Washington. The intertidal zone also senes as
critical habitat for salmon and dungeness crab. You should put down the bag of Cheetos, log
off the pom sites for a few hours, and go to the beach everyonce ina while.
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These ate the Kind of "WhacJobs" we need. People that love the Shoreline and all
the bountyit offers. Boulevard is such a respite for humans and critters alike.

To sit and watch all the families getting out of the house and away from the
Electronics for just a few hours is wonderful. One Mom brought a Van full of
Mddle school students out to the park and told them to go play as she handed
them a list of out door games they coulld play: | watched the faces of these kids
and then as theyadjusted and gae the lista chance theybegan to have some
real fun. Gleeful laughter could be heard as these kids played in the
sun.....Many parents start to show their very young kids all the litle

shoreline inhabitants as litile toes feel the cool water. Yes even the Trainis
loved by Old and Young alike. Dogs run,, fungs fill with fresher air and people
can unwind for justa little while. So Please all the Outdoor Geeky Science
please keep gracing Qur Shores. You toco Taxe1 may benefit,,,get one of Moms
list and come hawe a litle fun in the Sun........
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PHOTO COURTESY OF TAYLOR SHELLFISH COMPANY

THE WORLD'S OCEANS ARE BECOMING
CORROSIVE, THREATENING SHELLFISH,
CORALS AND THE OCEAN FOOD WEB

| i

On most days, Bill Dewey can be found wearing waist-high waders and inspect-

ing Manila clams—the West Coast version of the littleneck—at his clam farm,

Chuckanut Shellfish, Under an arrangement that’s unique to the state, Dewey
owns 32 acres of tidelands. Unlike land-based farms, he can only harvest when the
tide recedes, leaving over a mile of mudflats, and shellfish, exposed. He gathers
the clams with the help of a former tulip-bulb harvesting machine that's carried out
aboard his boat, the Clamdango!.

Working on the mudflats, often with his son and dog in tow, is the fulfillment
of a dream for Dewey, a shellfish farmer for more than 30 years who is also the
public policy and communications director for Taylor Shellfish Company. Taylor's
pperations—which include growing oysters, clams, mussels and geoduck (giant
clams whose necks can reach more than three feet long)—span some 1,900 acres
of the same tidelands. All told, there are about 47,000 acres of oceanic land that
have that special designation in the state, and, he says, “It’s fundamental as to
why Washington leads the country in farmed shellfish production. In other parts
of country, you typically have to lease the land from the state. Banks are less apt
to loan money to businesses that have to lease.”

Commercial shellfishing makes up the lion's share—two-thirds—of the nation's
aquaculture industry. So reports the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-

NEWS » POLITICS » FUZZ BUZZ ¥ INDEX

<

tion’s (NOAA's) Fisheries Service which
makes a case for boosting domestic
seafood production, noting that Ameri-
cans eat a lot of seafood, and import 86
percent of it, creating a U.S. seafood
trade deficit that now exceeds $10.4 bil-
lion annually, second only to oil when
it comes to natural resources. In the
Pacific Northwest, the shellfish indus-
try contributes $270 million per year to
the regional economy and employs more
than 3,200 people. And when oyster
cultivation fails at the top Northwest
hatcheries and farms, the effects on the
industry are devastating.

A SHELLFISH STORY

For centuries, shellfish farmers have
cultivated oysters in Washington's Willa-
pa Bay, a massive, shallow estuary sepa-
rated from the Pacific Ocean by the Long
Beach Peninsula. The bay's warm waters
are particutarly suited for growing Pacific
oysters, identified by their rough, fluted
shells marked with purple streaks, and a
white interior bearing “a single muscle
scar that is sometimes dark, but never

purple or black,” according to a Biologi-
cal Report from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service. The oyster was imported from
Japan to the western U.S. coast in 1903.
“Puget Sound and Washington waters are
a little bit cold compared to what the
oyster had in Japan,” says Dewey. “So it
doesn’t reproduce particularly well here.
Except for a few areas—Willapa Bay is
one of them. There’s dependable natural
reproduction from one year to the next.
The water basically has to get up to 72
degrees and stay there for three weeks
for the oysters to spawn.”

Beginning in 2005, these oystersin the
bay, known as natural sets, stopped re-
producing. They have never successfully
reproduced since. In 2006, the hatchery-
produced Pacific oysters followed suit.
In the hatcheries, spawning happens
year-round in conditioning tanks where
water temperature and algae levels (for
food) are closely controlled.

Both Tayloy Shellfish and Whiskey Creek
Shellfish Hatchery in Tillamook, Oregon,
witnessed oyster larvae die-offs that
they couldn't explain and that contin-
ued for years. Initially, they suspected
a bacteria known as Vibrio tubiashii was
to blame, But even after Whiskey Creek
instatled an expensive filtration system,
the oyster larvae continued to die. By
2008, Whiskey Creek, which alone ac-
counts for 75 percent of all oyster seed-
lings used by West Coast oyster farmers,
had lost 80 percent of its oyster larvae.
Taylor Shelifish had lost 60 percent. De-
spite the controlled environment, the
ocean water they were pumping into their
hatcheries was corrosive, Upwelling—or
deep ocean water rising to the surface
following north winds off the Washing-
ton coast—was carrying acidic water to
the surface. The shellfish farmers were
experiencing the devastating impacts of
ocean acidification sooner than research-
ers had anticipated. With support from
Senator Maria Cantwell (D-WA), ocean
acidification sensors were set up in 2010
near Washington’s hatcheries. Combined
with Integrated Ocean Observing System
(100S) buoys from NOAA measuring wind
velocity, they track ocean acidity—and
predict the upwelling events that cause
increased acidity—in real time.

Mark Wiegardt, co-owner of Whiskey
Creek said: “Putting an I00S buoy in
the water is like putting headlights on
a car,” Adds Dewey: “All of a sudden we
could see all aspects of this water that
was coming in our intake pipes. And it
was quite eye-opening. We were seeing
pH levels down as low as 7.5. Normally
it's 8.2." To oyster larvae, it's the differ-
ence between life and death,

When that acidic water entered the
hatcheries, it caused oyster shells in
their critical formative period to dis-
solve. Oysters and other shellfish, includ-
ing clams and lobsters, and a host of sea



creatures that include plankton and cor-
als, need calcium carbonate minerals to
form their shells and skeletons. Normally
ocean water is full of these minerals, but
as carbon dioxide (CO,) emissions have
climbed across the globe, the ocean has
absorbed increasing ltevels of C0,, caus-
ing ocean acidification to rise and the
availability of these minerals to fall.

“A ot of things we like to eat have
these calcium carbonate shells and
they're very sensitive to acidification,”
says Richard Feely, Ph.D., a senior sci-
entist with NOAA and its Pacific Marine
Environmental Laboratory (PMEL). “Just
a small drop in pH can cause the shells
to begin to dissolve. It turns out that
for many of these species, the larval and
juvenile stages are much more sensitive
than the adults. And we're finding that
they can die off quite rapidly even with
the kinds of changes that we're seeing
right now.”

SWALLOWING EMISSIONS

Over the past 100 years, levels of car-
bon in the atmosphere have risen 30
percent—to 393 parts per million. And
the oceans absorb a third of that carbon
dioxide, or approximately 22 million tons
per day, in a process that Feely likens
to adding carbon to water to make soda.
Once it sinks into the water, the carbon
dioxide reacts with water molecules to
form carbonic acid; the carbonic acid
then releases hydrogen ions which in
turn combine with carbonate ions (the
ones that shellfish and other creatures
need) removing them from the water.
Normally the process of oceans soak-
ing up our excess 0, is a beneficial
one-—keeping global warming in check.
“Eventually, over a very long time, thou-
sands of years, the ocean will take up
85-90 percent of all the carbon that’s
released,” says Feely. “We thought that
was a good thing.” But acidification is
now happening at an accelerated pace,
and it’s already changing the ocean in
profound ways.

A study published in Science in March
2012 found that ocean acidity may be in-
creasing faster today than it has during
four major extinctions in the last 300
million years, The only time period that
remotely resembles the ocean changes
happening today, based on geologic
records, was 56 million years ago when
carbon mysteriously doubled in the at-
mosphere, global temperatures rose by
approximately six degrees and ocean pH
dropped sharply, driving up ocean acid-
ity and causing a mass extinction among
single-celled ocean organisms, It's likely,
researchers surmise, that higher organ-
isms also disappeared as a result., During
that extinction period, ocean pH levels
fell by up to 4.5 units. In the last 100
years, océan pH today has already fallen
by .1 unit—10 times faster than during

that extinction period-—and could drop
another .3 units by the end of the cen-
tury if predictions from the Intergov-
ernmental Panel on Climate Change are
correct. Such a drop in pH, says Feely,
“would increase the acidity of the ocean
by about 100 percent to 150 percent.
That's a dramatic change.”

The oyster die-offs are likely just the
first sign of significant impacts to come
if carbon emissions aren't reined in. Take,
for example, the pteropod or sea butter-
fly. These tiny marine snails that appear
winged and beautifully translucent in
close-ups are essential to the ocean food
web. Ocean acidification threatens the
ability of pteropods to form their fragile
shells, putting a range of commercially
important fish at risk that depend on the
small snails for food, including salmon,
herring and yellowfin tuna as well as
mammals like baleen whales, ringed seals
and marine birds. Scientist Gretchen
Hofmann of the University of California
Santa Barbara said of pteropods to Unit-
ed Press International: “These animals
are not charismatic, but they are talking
to us just as much as penguins or polar
bears. They are harbingers of change. It's
possible by 2050 they may not be able to
make a shell anymore, If we lose these
organisms, the impact on the food chain
will be catastrophic.”

CORAL COLLAPSE

Corals, too, face direct threat from
ocean acidification, which, as it robs
ocean water of carbonate ions, impedes
their ability to form skeletons. Davey
Ktine, Ph.D., a coral reef ecology expert
at the University of Queensland in Aus-
tralia, first began diving in the Caribbe-
an in 1997 and says at that time, “there
were still really beautiful, elaborate
reefs with really high coral coverage.
Corals bigger than me that looked like
giant trees forming a forest. But in the
10 years I've been working in the Carib-
bean, I saw those once really incredible
reefs completely crash and disappear.
And what were once these really diverse,
three-dimensional reef structures be-
came seaweed beds. Where the corals
were gone, most of the fish were gone
and all that was left was a lot of sting-
ing, nasty algae.”

It's not just ocean acidification threat-
ening these reefs, it’s a number of fac-
tors including overfishing, disease, de-
velopment and warming waters. But the
falling pH has a very specific impact on
the corals’ ability to grow, making it that
much more difficult for them to with-
stand other stressors. Kline describes
the growth and erosion of coral reefs
as “a really delicate balance.” Corals
are built by polyps—tiny anemone-like
creatures that produce calcium carbon-
ate crystals, stacking them in intricate,
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interconnected branches faster than the
sea can erode their skeletons. “There
have been a lot of studies showing that
under ocean acidification scenarios that
corals and other organisms on the reef
calcify at a slower rate,” Kline says.
“Even with just a little less growth,
the corals can be tipped into these
situations where they're getting eroded
faster than they can grow and the reefs
start to dissolve.”

It is nearly impossible to quantify the
importance of coral reefs to people and
the planet. In monetary figures, corals
have been valued at $29.8 billion per
year in net global economic value be-
cause they suppost fisheries, tourism
and all the associated businesses, from
hotels to restaurants. Reefs also protect
shorelines from damaging storm waters
and prevent erosion; they are the rain-
forests of the sea that provide a home
for one million species; and they are “the
medicine cabinets of the 21st century”
according to NOAA's Coral Reef Conserva-
tion Program, providing new sources of
medicine to treat cancer, HIV, heart dis-
ease, arthritis and other diseases. Reefs
are thriving underwater metropolises
where fish spawn and hide from predators
and bigger fish cruise looking for food.

“Tf we lose coral reefs we lose a sub-
stantial source of seafood for coastal
countries in the tropics in particular,”
says Mark Spalding, president of the
Ocean Foundation. “Youre threatening
the hasic productivity of the ocean.”

And the potential for a world with-
out coral reefs is not far-fetched or
far off. The most recent report on reef
health—Status of Coral Reefs of the
World: 2008—found that 19 percent of
coral reefs were already lost, 15 percent
were seriously threatened within a de-
cade or two, and 20 percent could be
lost in 20 to 40 years. “If we continue
on the trajectory that we're currently
at,” says Kline, referring to unchecked
global emissions, “we will lose reefs
as we know them. We'll probably see a
transition from really diverse reefs to
reefs with fewer species that are tough-
er, weedier species that can deal with
these dramatic conditions. Associated
with the loss of diversity of corats will
be the loss of millions of species that
use corals as their homes. A lot of the
fish and seafood that we eat, the most
critical part of their life stages are on
coral reefs, So there will be huge eco-
nomic impacts in terms of loss of fisher-
jes, toss of sustenance for all the cul-
tural communities and loss of tourism...

T |
» ocean acidification 4

These changes coutd all happen within
the next 30 or 40 years—by 2050, at
the current rate of change.”

Increased carbon dioxide in the atmo-
sphere not only alters the ocean’s chem-
istry, it’s increasing the temperature of
the atmosphere and warming waters,
too, As ocean temperatures rise, a very
important algae called zooxanthellae
(zoo-zan-thel-y) that provides food for
corals—and contributes to their remark-
able colors—can no longer make food.
That's when corals bleach.

“The reason the corals become bright
white is because most of their color is
coming from these algae,” says Kline.
“And when they lose the algae because
the water is too warm and they can't
keep up this relationship anymore, you
see the bare skeleton.”

Sometimes bleach-
ing happens en masse
as when 95 percent
of corals in the Phil-
ippines bleached in
2010 after an El Nifio
event that raised
ocean temperatures.
Increased ocean tem-
peratures also make
the waters more strat-
ified—preventing nu-
trient-rich water from
below from rising to
the surface and oxy-
gen-rich water from
reaching the middle
layers. This can lead
to more widespread
losses. The Center
for Ocean Solutions
writes: “Between 1951
and 1993 zooplankton
biomass off Southern California decreased
by 80 percent as a result of warming sur-
face waters.” Less oxygen reaching the in-
terior, meanwhile, a product of both this
increased stratification and significant
nutrient runoff from farms, creates dead
zones, a massive threat to marine life.
And unlike nutrient runoff, which can be
brought under control rather quickly, oxy-
gen depletion that happens as a result of
global warming can't be easily reversed.

“Ocean warming, acidification and
deoxygenation are essentially irrevers-
ible on centennial time scales,” found
the Royal Society, a London-based group
specializing in scientific research, in a
2011 paper, “[0]nce these changes have
occurred, it will take centuries for the
ocean to recover. With the emission of
€0, being the primary driver behind all
three stressors, the primary mitigation
strategy is to reduce these emissions.”

ATTEND
WHAT: Ocean
Acidification
seminar

WHEN: 6-8pm,
Thurs., March 28
WHERE:
Bellingham Cruise
Terminal’s Dome
Room, 355 Harris
Avenue

COST: Free

INFO: www.ecy.
wa.gov/water/
marine/ocean
acidification.html

PIECEMEAL SOLUTIONS

It would be hard to find an ocean ex-
pert who does not agree that global car-
bon dioxide emissions must be brought
under control—and quickly—if we are
to prevent the wholesale deterioration
of our oceans. Most also recognize that
such global agreements are the most diffi-
cult to come by, and that local protection
strategies and efforts to reduce stressors
on corals and marine life are important
steps in at least staving off the impacts of
ocean acidification and global warming.

Shellfish farmers with controlled hatch-
ery environments can take some precau-
tions to prevent corrosive, acidic water
from entering their breeding tanks, Thanks
to ocean buoys and sensors monitor-
ing acidity and wind velocity, farmers at
Whiskey Creek now know that they have 24
hours following a north wind before cor-
rosive water wells up and enters their in-
take pipes. “When they see [a north wind]
happening,” says Dewey, “they fill all their
tanks and they don't change their water as
frequently as they should to avoid bring-
ing corrosive water in that would harm
the larvae. They've adapted management
protocols to get around those corrosive
events that are somewhat effective.”

But in order to track and manage ocean
acidification more monitoring is needed,
and the federal 2013 budget cuts $2.5
million in funding for obtaining and deliv-
ering data from the buoys in Washington
state. That led Sen. Cantwell—who sits
on the Energy and Natural Resources Com-
mittee—to confront NOAA Administrator
Jane Lubchenco at a March 7, 2012 hear-
ing, saying: “Cutting back on science that
is important for jobs and the economy
can't be substituted.” Lubchenco admit-
ted during the hearing that cutting the
funding for ocean acidification monitor-
ing “is one of those choices that I'm not
happy about because it's a program that is
very, very important. We will continue to
do monitoring; it's not that we're not do-
ing anything. We won't be able to do it at
the scale we would like to do it.”

Other fixes shellfish hatcheries can
employ include filting the tanks later in
the day, when the water has warmed and
the pH has increased, and running the
water over clam or oyster shells before
filling tanks, which also increases pH.
It's an imperfect process, but workable,
for now, &

BRITA BELLI is author of The Autism
Puzzle: Connecting the Dots Between

“Environmental Toxins and Rising Autism

Rates (Seven Stories Press). This article
originally appeared in £ Magazine, which
she edits.
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WED., MARCH 27

BOYNTON POETRY CONTEST: All residents
of Whatcom County—regardless of age—are
invited to submit poems to the annual Sue £,
Boynton Poetry Contest until March 31, Win-
ning poems are displayed for a year in front
of the library and on WTA buses, and will be
read at a public awards ceremony May 16.

© v BOYEIOEPOETRYCORTES L WORIPEESS,
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THURS., MARCH 28

SKAGIT WRITERS WORKSHOP: Award-
winning author Susan Wingate will focus
on self-publishing at a Skagit Valley Writers
League workshop from 6:30-8:30pm at the
Burlington Public Library, 820 E. Washing-
ton. Sign up in advance for the free event.
O visrur. SLAGHTWRI TERS.ORE

RAGGEDY MAN; Beltingham-based musician
and writer Clyde Curley reads from his debut
novel, Raggedy Mon: A Detective Toussoint Mys-
tery, at Tpm at Village Books, 1200 11th St.
€ L YILLAGEBOORS LM

MARCH 29-30

POET AS ART: Seattle poets Raul Sanchez
and Marjorie Manwaring will share their
words at “An Evening with the Poet As Art”
from 7-8:30pm Friday at the Lucia Douglas
Gallery, 1415 13th St. From 10:30am-3pm
Saturday, they'll lead a poetry writing
workshop focused on the “Persona Poem” at
Egress Studio, 5581 Noon Rd. Entry is free to
the first event, $55 for the second.

© 7870

SAT., MARCH 30

STORYTELLING FUNDRAISER: Members
of the Bellingham Storytellers Guild will

be joined by music-minded friends for a
“Symphony in BE Natural: Stories from the
World of Nature” Procession of the Species
fundraiser at 3pm at the Bellingham Unitar-
ian Fellowship, 1207 Ellsworth St. Tickets are
$10 per person or $15 per family.

€ 7149631 OR W BPOIS.ORG

MON., APRIL 1

POETRYNIGHT: The weekly word-related
gathering known as Poetrynight is back in
action! Those locking to share their verse
can sign up at 7:30pm at the Black Drop
Coffee House, 300 W. Champion St. Readings
start at 8pm. Entry, per usual, is free.

© vy POEIRYRIGIT.ORG

TUES., APRIL 2

A GESTALT LIFE: Cynthia Shelden shares
ideas from her new book, Gestalt As A Way
of Life, at 7pm at Village Books, 1200 11th
St. She includes descriptions from founder
fritz Perls, her own experiences, and shows
similarities to Buddhism, Eckhart Tolle’s
teachings, and the Navajo way of life.

[ B

WED., APRIL 3

HOMELESS HOMELAND: Pamela Olson reads
from her autobiographical book Fast Times in
Palestine: A Love Affair with a Homeless Home-
land at 7pm at Village Books, 1200 11th St.
O WUVLYILLAGLBOOKS LM

THURS., APRIL 4

CHUCKANUT RADIO HOUR: Jennie
Shortridge, author of Love Water Memory,
will be the featured author at the monthly
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Divers seek lost crab pots in Washington waters
By MANUEL VALDES

Associated PressSeptember 4, 2014

FacebookTwitterGoogle PlusRedditE-mailPrint

In this photo taken June 12, 2014, biologist Paul Rudell pulls a derelict crab pot aboard in Port Townsend,
Wash. Over 12,000 crab pots are lost in Washington state’s Puget Sound every year, costing an
estimated $700,000 in lost in harvest revenue, and further, damaging the sea floor environment.

ELAINE THOMPSON — AP Photo

http://www.bellinghamherald.com/2014/09/04/38381 69 divers-seek-lost-crab-pots-in.html?... 9/8/2014



PORT TOWNSEND, Wash.: Divers seek lost crab pots in Washington waters | National ... Page 2 of 6

http://www.bellinghamherald.com/2014/09/04/38381 69 _divers-seek-lost-crab-pots-in.html?... 9/8/2014



PORT TOWNSEND, Wash.: Divers seek lost crab pots in Washington waters | National ... Page 3 of 6

http://www.bellinghamherald.com/2014/09/04/38381 69 divers-seek-lost-crab-pots-in.html?... 9/8/2014



PORT TOWNSEND, Wash.: Divers seek lost crab pots in Washington waters | National ... Page 4 of 6

PORT TOWNSEND, Wash. — Over 12,000 crab pots are lost in Washington state's Puget Sound every
year, costing an estimated $700,000 in lost harvest revenue, and more poignantly, damaging the sea floor
environment. Using sonar to find the pots, divers and scientists venture into the waters to clean up and
learn why pots are lost.

—THE PROBLEM:

Recreational and commercial crabbing in Washington's inland waters is a popular pastime and an
important seafood industry. But thousands of crab pots are lost every year, abandoned on the sea floor.
The lost pots continue to attract Dungeness and red-rock crabs for up two years, trapping them untif they
die. The dead crabs then attract more crabs. "It just keeps on self-baiting itself,” said Joan Drinkwin,
programs director at the Northwest Straits Foundation, which spearheaded the crab pot cleanup project a
decade ago.

—THE DAMAGE:

Crabs are not an endangered or threatened species, so what's the issue? Scientists have estimated that
a derelict crab pot can impact up to 30-square-feet of the sea floor around it, depending on where the pot
landed. For example, a pot digging out cavities in the sea floor can damage eel grass beds. "If you think
about 12,000 pots sitting out there every year, and you add that up, the numbers are pretty alarming in
terms of the kind of impact they are having on marine habitat," Drinkwin said.

—THE CAUSES:

Research by the Northwest Straits Foundation has found a variety of reasons why pots are left behind.
Lines attached to the pots can be cut by boats, a problem acerbated when people place pots in heavily
used waterways. Badly tied knots can come undone. Pots are left in water that's too deep for the line. And
sometimes, even sabotage among competing fishermen is a cause. "We see people putting their pots in
the middle of ferry lanes. And obviously that's a terrible place to put your pot," Drinkwin said.

—THE CLEANUP:

After using sonar to pinpoint crab pots on the sea floor, a diver plunges into the cold, dark Puget Sound
waters using a rope with a weight thrown near the pot as a guide. Once the pot is found, it's tied to the
rope and reeled in. The team uses divers in an attempt to minimize the impact on the sea floor. In a 2010
trip to Boundary Bay near the U.S.-Canada border, the team found over 1,000 pots in a 6-square-mile
area. "When the divers went down to remove them, they tripped over the pots," Drinkwin said.

—CRAB POTS AREN'T ALONE:

More than 336,000 animals from more than 240 species have been found in derelict fishing nets and crab
pots, according to the foundation. The nets have killed porpoise, sea lions, Chinook salmon and many
more species. Since 2002, the Northwest Strait Foundation teams have removed 4,700 nets and 3,400
crab pots from the Puget Sound. The law now requires fishing vessels to report a lost net, and there's no
penalty.

—FIXING THE PROBLEM:

Crabbing is relatively easy and accessible, but that also leads to people setting up pots without knowing
how to do it well. Drinkwin and her teams can't pick up every crab pot left behind. So they've been
focusing on areas with high concentrations of pots. "We recognized that what really needs to happen is a

http://www.bellinghamherald.com/2014/09/04/3838169_divers-seek-lost-crab-pots-in.html?... 9/8/2014
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combined approach that includes some targeted removals in areas where the concentrations of derelict
crab pots may be having an ecological impact in the area, combined that with really aggressive '
prevention campaigns that will educate crabbers how not to lose their pots and also we want to work
more to making sure that crab pots used in Puget Sound have appropriate escape mechanisms,"
Drinkwin said.

-Facebook'TwitterGoogle PlusRedditE-mailPrint

Join The Conversation

Bellingham Herald is pleased to provide this opportunity to share information, experiences and
observations about what's in the news. Some of the comments may be reprinted elsewhere in the site or
in the newspaper. We encourage lively, open debate on the issues of the day, and ask that you refrain
from profanity, hate speech, personal comments and remarks that are off point. Thank you for taking the
time to offer your thoughts.

Commenting FAQs | Terms of Service
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Two separate beach cleanups are planned for Saturday, July 5, to clear the beaches of the
Independence Day litter.

Northwest Straits Chapter of the Surfrider Foundation is holding an interpretive walk from 1to 2
p.m. followed by a beach cleanup from 2 to 4 p.m. at Locust Beach, also known as Whirlwind
Beach.
]
Locust Beach is located on Locust Avenue off Marine Drive in north Bellingham. Parking is limited;
participants should bike or walk to the beach. Surfrider Foundation will supply volunteers with
cleanup gear.

Birch Bay Chamber of Commerce is hosting a cleanup from 8 a.m. to noon. Those interested in
lending a hand are asked to meet at 7900 Birch Bay Drive. Latex gloves and garbage bags will be
rovnded for volunteers, but bringing tools from home is encouraed .
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Planting, beach cleanups,
volunteer options for families

Cora Burns, 8, and her mother, Analiese Burns, plant a
bush during a volunteer work party to plant trees and
other native plants Whatcom Falls Park in Bellingham.
The 2015 event was coordinated by Americorps
members, the Nooksack Salmon Enhancement
Association and the City of Bellingham. PHILIP A. DWYER
- THE BELLINGHAM HERALD

BY SAMANTHA WOHLFEIL
The Bellingham Herald

Between jumping in puddles and leaf-piles this
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fall, consider taking the family out for a few
hours to volunteer at one of the many weekend
work parties in the area.

Nooksack Salmon Enhancement
Association

Nearly every weekend from mid-October
through early December, the Nooksack Salmon
Enhancement Association, known as NSEA,
hosts family-friendly work parties in a variety of
locations throughout Whatcom County. The
work usually involves removing invasive
species, planting native species, and other
tasks to help restore salmon habitat.

Older kids can volunteer on their own, as long
as they have signed adult permission. Parents
or guardians should accompany younger
volunteers. NSEA provides the work gloves and
tools; volunteers are asked to come dressed for
the weather and to wear long pants and sturdy
shoes.

For information on specific parties, go to
n-sea.org/work-parties.

Bellingham Parks and Recreation

Every Saturday morning from mid-September
through the first week of December, Bellingham
Parks and Recreation Department hosts
outdoor work parties that allow even the tiniest

'volunteers to get their hands dirty.

“We almost always have families, so we're very
masterful at finding things for everyone to do,’
said Rae Edwards, parks volunteer coordinator.
“It's part of engaging the community: not

http://www.bellinghamherald.com/living/family/article31523339.html
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turning anybody away if we can.”

Similar to NSEA, the parks’ volunteer days tend
to focus on removing invasive plants and
putting in native ones to keep the parks looking
sharp.

Volunteers should wear long pants and
closed-toe shoes, and dress for the weather.
The city provides gloves and tools and has staff
available to help direct everyone for the day’s
project. Older kids who volunteer without their
parents need a signed liability release form.

To find a list of this fall's volunteer
opportunities, go to cob.org, search “parks
volunteer program” and click on the first link.

Locust Beach Cleanup

As part of International Coastal Cleanup Day
put on each year by Ocean Conservancy, local
environmental groups will gather at Locust
Beach to pick up trash and log how much they

~ find. The one-day event will take place 10 a.m.

to noon Saturday, Sept. 19.

Whatcom County Marine Resources
Committee, Northwest Straits Chapter of the
Surfrider Foundation, North Sound Kiteboarding
Association, and RE Sources for Sustainable
Communities will host this year’s cleanup.
Volunteers are asked to meet on the beach,
located at the end of Locust Avenue, off of
Marine Drive. Parking is extremely limited along
the side of the road.

To get to the beach, walk to the end of the road,
cross under the train tracks, then follow the trail
on the right. The beach is rocky, and volunteers

http://www.bellinghamherald.com/living/family/article31523339 . html
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are advised to wear weather-appropriate
clothes.

After everyone gathers trash from the beach,
volunteers will tally up how many pieces of
plastic, bottles, cans, and other debris are
picked up, said Eleanor Hines of Northwest
Straits. The information is sent back to Ocean
Conservancy to be put into a worldwide
database.

Garbage pickup supplies will be provided, and
light snacks and refreshments will be available.
The event is part of this year's Whatcom Water
Weeks.
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Locals train to become North Sound Stewards

More than 20 volunteers attended a training exercise about protecting
marine resources in the Salish Sea at the BP Heron Center at Birch Bay
State Park on May 5, said RE Sources for Sustainable Communities
representative Eleanor Hines.

Called North Sounds Stewards, the program is led by RE Sources for
Sustainable Communities and the Whatcom County Marine Resources
Committee. Through the program, volunteers learn how to conduct
intertidal surveys, forage fish surveys, plastics monitoring and sea star
wasting syndrome surveys and more.

The Northwest Straits Initiative, the Northwest Straits Chapter of the
Surfrider Foundation and the Cherry Point and Fidalgo Bay Aquatic
Reserves Citizen Stewardship Committees also support the program.

es. To learn more about North Sound Stewards, visit re-sources.org/north-
sound-stewards.
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ANACORTES, Wash. — Congressman Rick Larsen is visiting Skagit County Thursday.

Larsen’s office announced he will tour the Fidalgo Bay Olympic Oyster Restoration project with the Skagit
County Marine Resources Committee.

He will also visit WWU students at the Shannon Point Marine Center in Anacortes to hear about some of

their current research.

Larsen will end his visit after a meeting with leaders of the Skagit chapter of PFLAG (Parents, Families and
Friends of Lesbians and Gays) to discuss the impact of legislation on their lives.

Congressman Larsen (D) is currently running for a tenth term, and is the front runner of a group that has
no challenger from the Republican party.

TAGS: 790 KGMI, 790 KGMI LOCAL NEWS, ANACORTES, CONGRESSMAN RICK LARSEN IS VISITING SKAGIT COUNTY THURSDAY,
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT, FIDALGO BAY, KGMI, KGMI 790, KGMI 790 LOCAL NEWS, KGMI 790 LOCAL NEWS COVERAGE, KGMI
LOCAL NEWS, LGBT, LOCAL NEWS COVERAGE 790 KGMI, MARINE RESOURCES COMMITTEE, OYSTER HARVESTING, OYSTERS,
PFLAG, REP. LARSEN VISITS WWU RESEARCHERS AND LGBT GROUP, REP. RICK LARSEN, SHANNON POINT MARINE CENTER,
SKAGIT COUNTY, WESTERN WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY, WWU
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By Stefanie Donahue

As part of the North Sound Stewards program, residents in Whatcom
and Skagit counties can learn how to protect marine resources in the
Salish Sea during two training opportunities in May.

Led by RE Sources for Sustainable Communities and the Whatcom
County Marine Resources Committee, the program calls on citizen
scientist volunteers to conduct intertidal surveys, forage fish surveys,
plastics monitoring and sea star wasting syndrome surveys and more.
ounesy of RE Sources for Sustainable Communities “The information we collect provides a baseline of data that informs

policy, restoration efforts, cleanups and more,” said North Sound
baykeeper and lead scientist at RE Sources, Eleanor Hines in a press release. “Citizen scientists are integral to support important work
that underfunded agencies cannot do themselves.”

Participation in at least one free training is required to join the North Sound Stewards.

Next month, the public can take part in two trainings, offered from noon to 4:30 p.m. on Saturday, May 5 at the BP Heron Center at
Birch Bay State Park, 7290 Birch Bay Drive, and from noon to 4:30 p.m. on Sunday, May 6 at Fidalgo Bay Resort, 4701 Fidalgo Bay
Road, in Anacortes.

Volunteers must be willing to commit 50 hours of trainings and surveys over one year. All ages and abilities are welcome; individuals
age 18 and younger must be accompanied by an adult.

“People across generations and experiences find it especially rewarding to get outside and quantify the plants and animals that they
would see on a casual beach walk,” said Whatcom County Marine Resources Committee member and program participant, Chris
Brown.

He added, “You don't have to come to a beach survey knowing a bunch about mussels, tides or data collection, but you'll leave having
learned something of great value.” ’

The Northwest Straits Initiative, the Northwest Straits Chapter of the Surfrider Foundation and the Cherry Point and Fidalgo Bay
Aquatic Reserves Citizen Stewardship Committees also support the program.

To learn more about North Sound Stewards, visit re-sources.org/north-sound-stewards.
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hitp:/Awww.thenorthernlight.com/2018/04/1 8/upcoming-trainings-to-focus-on-marine-species-habitats-in-the-salish-sea/

1/2



4/19/2018 Upcoming trainings to focus on marine species, habitats in the Salish Sea | The Northern Light

http:/iwww.thenorthernlight.com/2018/04/1 8/upcoming-trainings-to-focus-on-marine-species-habitats-in-the-salish-sea/ 2/2



Whatcom County accepting applications for board and commission vacancies | The North... Page 1 of 2

February 12, 2018 Bookmark This Site

The Northern L

Blaine and Birch Bay's Community Newspaper

- Comedi

CHRISTOPHER TITUS ‘

W Live at The Event Center )
. aturday, March 10 at Bom : : 15 Exit 260- fatndalo, WA

HONFE « CASINGS + SPA

Whatcom County accepting applications for board and commission vacancies

H

By Stefanie Donahue

There are a number of vacancies on various county boards and commissions ready to be filled by eager applicants. The deadline to
apply for one of them is 10 a.m. on Tuesday, January 9.

All positions are appointed by either Whatcom County Council or county executive Jack Louws.

Eligible applicants must live and be registered to vote in Whatcom County and must also meet residency, employment and, if applicable,
other, more specific, requirements. Applications can be found online at bit.ly/20gYPSI or picked up at the Whatcom County Executive’s
office, 311 Grand Avenue, suite 108 in Bellingham.

Here’s a full list of positions that are open to residents in north Whatcom County:

Agricultural Advisory Committee: one vacancy for an agricultural programs expert serving a four-year term. The committee meets
monthly from October through April and implements policies and tasks that help sustain Whatcom County’s agricultural industry.

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Compliance Committee: three vacancies for positions serving a three-year term. The
committee meets as needed to help the county ensure its facilities and programs are ADA-accessible.

Behavioral Health Advisory Board: one vacancy for a mental health recovery advocate serving a three-year term. The board meets bi-
monthly and advises the county health department on matters related to behavioral heaith programs.

Bellingham-Whatcom County Commission Against Domestic Violence: one vacancy for a human service provider and one vacancy
for a health care provider for positions serving a four-year term. The commission meets monthly to help victims of domestic violence.

Bicycle-Pedestrian Advisory Committee: four vacancies for positions serving a four-year term. The committee meets monthly to
develop programs that improve safety for bikers.

Climate Impact Advisory Committee: 11 vacancies for positions that require work or educational experience on matters related to
climate change, renewable energy development, energy conservation, the energy sector, waste reduction, food security and more.

County Appeals Board: one vacancy for an at-large position and two vacancies open to members of the construction trade serving a
three-year term. The board meets as needed and reviews rules on appeals of orders made by building officials or fire marshals.

Development Standards Technical Advisory Committee: two vacancies for positions that require knowledge of development
standards and serve a maximum of two, two-year terms. The committee meets as needed and reviews Whatcom County Development
Standards.

Developmental Disabilities Board: three vacancies for positions serving a three-year term. The board advises the county about
services for individuals with developmental disabilities.

Drayton Harbor Shellfish Protection District: four vacancies for positions serving various term lengths. Members meet each month
and issue recommendations to the Whatcom County Council about ways to restore water quality in the Drayton Harbor Shelifish
Protection District.

Ethics Commission: one vacancy for a position serving a four-year term. The commission meets as needed and receives complaints of
ethics violations and administers the Code of Ethics.

http://www.thenorthernlight.com/2017/12/20/whatcom-county-accepting-applications-for-... 2/12/2018
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Flood Control Zone District Advisory Committee: eight vacancies serving various term lengths. The committee advises the county’s
board of supervisors on flood-related issues.

Forestry Advisory Committee: one vacancy for a commercial forest landowner or qualified candidate and two vacancies for forest
product manufacturers serving various term lengths. The committee advises the county council about issues that impact the forestry
industry.

Incarceration Prevention and Reduction Task Force: six vacancies for positions serving various term lengths. The task force reviews
Whatcom County’s criminal justice and behavioral health programs and recommends ways to reduce the rate of incarceration.

Lummi Island Ferry Advisory Committee: one vacancy for an individual that does not reside or own property on Lummi Island. The
committee meets monthly and issues recommendations to the county council and executive about issues that impact ferry service on the
island.

Marine Resources Committee: three vacancies for positions serving four-year terms. The committee recommends actions to local
authorities to address marine-related issues.

Northwest Senior Services Board: two vacancies for positions serving a three-year term. The board advises the Area Agency on
Aging to meet the needs of the local aging population.

Open Space Advisory Committee: four vacancies. The committee advises the county assessor about open space, agricultural and
timber lands.

Planning Commission: one vacancy for a position serving a four-year term. The commission assists with the preparation and execution
of the comprehensive plan and issues recommendations to the planning and development services department, among other things.

Public Health Advisory Board: two vacancies for positions serving a four-year term. The board meets once every other month and
advises the health department about county programs.

Purchase of Development Rights Oversight Committee: four vacancies for positions that serve a four-year term. The committee
meets on a quarterly basis and oversees the Agricultural Purchase of Development Rights program for the county.

Rural Library Board: one vacancy for a position serving a five-year term. The board meets monthly and adopts policies that govern the
Whatcom County Library System.

Solid Waste Advisory Committee: six vacancies serving a three-year term. The committee advises the county about solid waste
issues.

Surface Mining Advisory Committee: one vacancy is open to an ecologist serving a four-year term. The committee meets as needed
and oversees the surface mining regulatory program.

Veteran’s Advisory Board: four vacancies for positions open to veterans serving a four-year term. The board meets monthly and
advises the county on needs of local indigent veterans.

Wildlife Advisory Board: 11 vacancies for positions serving a four-year term.

For more details about the board and commission positions listed above, visit bit.ly/2zfPXjn.

POSTED BY STEFANIE DONAHUE
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LOCAL

Guided hikes, tours, activities celebrate
importance of water

BY ROBERT MITTENDORF
rmittendorf@bhamherald.com

September 14, 2017 03:56 PM
Updated September 15,2017 04:43 PM

Whatcom Water Week, which starts this weekend and ends with the SeaFeast
festival on Sept. 22-23, features a variety of activities that focus on the importance

of clean water to the environment.

Events include films, demonstrations, outings and a work party for Coastal Cleanup
Day on Saturday. Most events and activities are free, including documentaries at
the Pickford Film Center. Check the online schedule for details at
whatcomwaterweeks.org/events.

http://www.bellinghamherald.com/news/local/article173409041.html 2/12/2018
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It starts with the annual Run with the Chums 5K Fun Run/Walk from 10 a.m. to
noon Saturday at BP Highlands, 4900 Brown Road, Blaine.

Also Saturday is a “Salmon Sighting” to see spawning pink salmon with the
Nooksack Salmon Enhancement Association from 10 a.m. to noon at the
Thompson Creek Bridge on Glacier Creek Road off the Mount Baker Highway east

of Glacier.

Never miss a local story.
Sign up today for unlimited digital access to our website, apps, the digital
newspaper and more.

SUBSCRIBE NOW

From 10 a.m. to noon Saturday is a cleanup at Locust Beach as part of the Ocean
Conservancy’s International Coastal Cleanup Day. Trash bags and gloves will be

provided.

A guided Nooksack River walk is 3-4 p.m. Saturday at the Horseshoe Bend Trail
across from the Douglas Fir Campground on the Mount Baker Highway east of
Glacier. This guided walk repeats 3-4 p.m. Sept. 23.

From 9 a.m. to noon Sunday is a “Meet Your Underwater Neighbors” guided
tideflat walk at Marine Park with naturalists from the Marine Life Center and

Marine Resources Committee.

Other events include tours of the Bellingham Wastewater Treatment Plant from
noon to 1:30 p.m. Tuesday at 200 McKenzie Avenue; and the Lynden Water
Treatment Facility from 9-11 a.m. Wednesday at 524 Riverview Road.

A guided Whatcom Creek habitat tour is at 6 p.m. Thursday, meeting at the lower
Civic Athletic Complex parking lot, at the corner of Fraser and Puget streets.

Robert Mittendorf* 360-756-2805, @BhamMitty

http://www.bellinghamherald.com/news/local/article173409041.htm] 2/12/2018
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OUTDOORS

What's the Point?

LOW-TIDE LESSONS AT POINT
WHITEHORN

By KIM CLARKIN  WEDNESDAY, JUNE12, 2019

Onacalm, gray day in March, | hiked the forested
trail at Whatcom County Parks’ Point Whitehorn
Marine Reserve, keen to see what the beach looked

like after a recent herring spawn | had heard about.

Hopping across driftwood onto the cobble beach at
the base of the stairs, | was delighted to see and
hear crowds of scoters moving to and fro, clucking
among themselves, occasionally diving. They were

accompanied by gulls, a few grebes, cormorants and

www.cascadiaweekly.com/cwicurrents/low_tide_lessons_at_point_whitehorn

ATTEND
What:
What's the
Point?
When:9am
Sat., Jun.15
Where: Point
Whitehorn
Marine
Reserve
Cost: Free

Cascadia Weekly: Low-tide lessons at Point Whitehorn
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TODAY
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SKacit Tours
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Skacit Tounrs

@ 12.00Pm| HIGHWAY 20,

Prover FErRY RIDES
@ 12.00pm| BLAINE

HARBOR

Skacit Tours

®12.000Mm

HICHWAY 20,

BLaing Marpor
Music FESTIVAL

@12 00pM|BLAINE

PrLover FErRRY RIDES
@ 12:00PMm| BLAINE

HARBOR

SKactT GUIDED
ADVENTURES
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from the beach.

hatcomlandtr

‘ ust.org
Picking my way down the beach, | saw little white

balls sticking to the seaweed left by the last tide.

Herring eggs! That’s what the birds were after!

These eggs probably weren't from the famous Cherry Point herring—they
spawn in April and May, later than any other Salish Sea herring population.
Still, it was wonderful to see herring eggs back on the Cherry Point beach,
where they used to be so thick you could be up to your knees in eggs on

seaweed.

Those special herring are why the Department of Natural Resources
established the Cherry Point Aquatic Reserve almost 10 years ago. Their
numbers had plummeted, and remained low even after a decade of fishing
prohibition. One of the main goals of the Reserve was to protect the
aquatic habitat and, if possible, create conditions that would resultin

population recovety.

Herring do still spawn in April and May—around Birch Point—but their
numbers are not increasing. Nonetheless, Cherry Point water quality
consistently rates as cleaner than more southerly areas of the Salish Sea
where the shoreline is more urbanized. You might already know that three
companies maintain shipping piers here: BP, Phillips66, and Petrogas.
Under the terms of their leases with DNR, they are required to maintain
strict standards of water-quality protection. Also, because the companies
need large protective buffer spaces around them, most of the Cherry Point
bluffs are in a quasi-natural, vegetated state. Except for the herring, Cherry
Point seems to be sustaining its extremely diverse community of intertidal

plants and animals.

Would you like to see those animals and seaweed? Do you want to hear the
extraordinary life stories of crabs, barnacles, sea anemones, sea cucumbers
and sea stars? Do you know how an anemone catches a small crab? Canyou
imagine how a sea star eats a mussel? What are those lines of white dots

on our purple sea stars? How do you suppose crabs mate? The intertidal

www.cascadiaweekly.com/cw/currentsfiow_tide_lessons_at_point_whitehorn

Cascadia Weekly: Low-tide lessons at Point Whitehorn

Menu

MARIR A

SkaciT TouRs

G 12:00Pm] FICHWAY 20,

MigsouLa
CHILDREN'S THEATRE

@ 10.00AM|MOUNT BAYER

THEATRE

Skacit Tours

@12:00PM | FICHWAY 20,

SHAKESPEARE
THeaTRE CAMP

O 2:30PMIFERNDALE

LIBRARY

PLANT DIACNOSTIC
CrLinics

@ 4:30PM|BELLINGHAM

PUBLIC LIBRARY

- PLanTt DiachosTic

CrLinics
® 4:30PM|BELLINGHAM

PUBLIC LIBRARY

Books on Tap

O 6300M|EL ACAVE 2

POETRYNIGHT
@ 7.000m

LIBRARY

ALTERNATIVE

ARMCHAIR
HisTtopiANS

@ 7:.00Pm|VILLAGE BOOKS

Jovino SaANTOS NETO
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Cascadia’ Mene
grow, and the annual “What’s the Point?” is a day to find out all about that CENTER
world.
GUFFAWINGHAM

At low tide on Sat., June 15, a group of naturalists will be on the beach at
Point Whitehorn Marine Reserve, eager to share these life-cycle stories
with you. At the low tide, all ages are welcome and all ages will find things

to be amazed and to wonder at.

In the parking lot off Koehn Road (just south of Birch Bay), the Whatcom
Conservation District will have a watershed model where you can test how
pollution travels in rivers and groundwater. The Marine Mammal
Stranding Network will be there with pelts to touch and fun facts about
seals, sea lions, otters, orcas and other whales. The Audubon Society will
help you learn to identify birds in the upland forest, and forest ecologist
Nick Sky will talk about how the forest plants work as he guides you down
the upland trail. Geologist Dave Tucker will lead a geology walk on the
beach at noon, stimulating your imagination about how glaciers formed
our boulder beach as they receded. | hear there might be a scavenger hunt

for kids with a sweet prize at the end.

Low tide is -1.5’ at 10:52am. Activities and tours start at 9am and continue
until ipm. Hosts for this event are the Whatcom Land Trust, Cherry Point
Aquatic Reserve Citizens Stewardship Committee, RE Sources, and the
Marine Life Center. Other organizations and enthusiasts who will be there
to inform and entertain you about their work with the Salish Sea include
Surfrider, Whatcom Marine Resources Committee, BBWARM, Washington
Department of Natural Resources and its Puget Sound Corps, North

Cascades Audubon Society, and the North Sound Stewards.

Please bring your own water bottle and lunch if you want to picnic. Pack it
in, pack it out! This is a no-dog beach, so leave your canine companions at

home. We look forward to seeing you there!

Kim Clarkin is a member of Cherry Point Aquatic Reserve’s Citizens’ Stewardship

Committee. Photo courtesy of Birch Bay resident Diane Hollands.

www.cascadiaweekly.com/cw/currents/low_tide_lessons_at_point_whitehorn
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