
Bay to Bay International Trail
Connecting the Communities of Blaine & Birch Bay



2019 Proposed Routes & 1976 Proposed Routes



Portion of the Coast Millennium Trail

• This project would complete a 
portion of the northern part of 
the Coast Millennium Trail

• A 50 mile trail that would stretch 
from Colony Creek in Skagit 
County to the Canadian border



Trail consistently at top of list in Community 
Meetings 

• April 2008 Community Meeting



• May 2009 Blaine starts the 
Peace Portal portion of the trail 
with Blaine-Birch Bay Parks & 
Recreation District 2

• Passed levies four different 
years, last one in 2017 by a 71 
percent vote

• Each levy brings in $350 – 375K



Bay to Bay International Trail travels through four parks over the course 
of almost 10 miles. We start here in Birch Bay State Park.





Birch Bay Beach Park view of Birch Point



Sidewalks at Birch Bay Drive and Harborview Rd 



Harborview Road hill between 
Lynden-Birch Bay Rd and Birch Bay 
Drive

• Designated Tsunami Evacuation 
Route

• Sidewalk on west side ends half 
way up the hill

• East side has no sidewalk and 
narrow shoulder

• Storm water project will bring 
some improvements

• Would like help increasing the 
developed width of the ROW on 
the East side for safety of 
peds/bikes



Harborview Road hill

• Limited developed ROW 
width on east side for 
pedestrians and 
bicyclists.

• Unfinished sidewalk on 
west side from middle 
to top of hill.



Harborview Road



• Proposing 
sidewalks at top of 
hill

• West side on 
Morgan Dr.

• On Harborview 
Rd. north side of 
Lynden-Birch Bay 
Rd.



View of Birch Bay 
from Harborview Rd, 
showing where 
pedestrians now have 
to walk



Harborview Road

• Enhanced shoulders currently 
used by pedestrians and cyclists

• Safety a priority for users

• Speed limit 25mph for ½ mile. 
Increases to 40 mph after 
Anderson Rd. to Lincoln Rd

• Ditches well over 6’ deep. To 
qualify for grants, separation 
from traffic is needed



Alternate route – Anderson Rd to 
Glendale Drive through housing 
development to east end of Lincoln Rd

• Majority of development has sidewalks 
on both sides and 25mph speed limits

• No enhanced shoulders, 35mph speed 
limit, but ditches not as deep as 
Drayton Harbor Rd

• Preferred by pedestrians due to vehicle 
speed and depth of ditches on 
Harborview Rd



Harborview Estates Entrance & 
Lincoln Rd



Entrance to Harborview Estates

• For safety, trail users would be 
routed through the Harborview 
Estates development to the 
dead end of Lincoln Rd 



Intersection of Harborview Rd 
& Lincoln Rd

• Chevron gas station on SW 
corner

• Enhanced shoulder 
continues to the south end 
of Lincoln Rd intersection.

• No enhanced shoulders on 
East Lincoln Rd



West Lincoln Road with road 
enhancements completed to 
Semiahmoo



East Lincoln Road

• Currently no enhanced shoulders. 
Looking to County for help with this

• Would like to see enhancements on 
this side of Lincoln Rd to the dead 
end where trail starts to go off-road



View looking West to 
Harborview Rd from
dead end of Lincoln Rd

• Routing trail through 
Harborview Estates

• This is where trail 
would end on Lincoln 
Rd



Dead end of Lincoln Rd  = 
the beginning of our off-road
trail experience.



• Just a few steps in and the adventure 
begins….

• We stay on the Lincoln Rd easement for 
a few hundred yards, then turn north 
towards Drayton Harbor.

• BBBPRD2 Commissioners have worked 
tirelessly talking with land owners and 
real estate agents to purchase or be 
granted trail easements from Lincoln Rd 
to Drayton Harbor Road

• Most recent purchase was in December 
2018.  



BBBPRD2 even purchased 
Lot F in Water’s Edge Way 
off Drayton Harbor Rd to 
make this trail a reality



Lot F previously used as a 
dumping ground and by 
the homeless

• Sponsored a clean-up 
day and provided 
transportation to the 
Lot from our park 
property on California 
Creek on June 2, 2019

• Commissioner Billy 
Brown was our shuttle 
driver for the day



• Lot F clean-up very successful with 
the help of 27 community 
volunteers, mostly from Cub Scout 
Pack 4025

• 1,960 lbs. of trash picked up that 
day



Water’s Edge Way at Drayton Harbor 
Rd

• Trail easement will intersect with 
Drayton Harbor Rd. just one lot 
width to the East of Water’s Edge 
Way

• ROW for Drayton Harbor Rd ends at 
the utility poles 

• We are three properties away from 
our California Creek Estuary Park 
properties

• Looking for help developing the ROW 
for safety of trail users



Aerial view of the trail 
section that will be on the 
ROW of Drayton Harbor Rd 
from Water’s Edge Way to 
the third park on our trail’s 
path (California Creek 
Estuary Park)

• Recently partnered with 
Whatcom Land Trust to 
purchase two adjoining 
properties to preserve 
habitat and develop a 
kayak launch and ½ mile 
interpretive trail 

• Buildings and unwanted 
plants removed 

• Dozens of trees planted on 
the property



California Creek Bridge
looking south

• Geographical 
limitations on where 
we can develop trail

• Need your help 
crossing this bridge! It 
is only 22’ wide and 
not at all safe for trail 
users in current 
condition

• Need a way to get trail 
users safely across 
California Creek



California Creek Bridge

• Dearborn Avenue on the 
North

• Visual of the safety hazards 
any trail user faces when 
crossing the bridge

• Speed limit is 35mph



Pedestrian crossing 
California Creek Bridge 
with traffic, July 2019





California Creek Bridge 
looking south



Potential solution for trail 
users crossing California Creek

• Mantle Industries, a local 
business, came up with the 
solution to use two 6’x100’ 
aluminum bridges for 
pedestrians and bicyclists



Another view of the potential 
solution for safely getting trail 
users across California Creek

• We are asking that you 
consider including in the Six 
Year TIP a study of how to 
safely get our trail user traffic 
across the very narrow 
California Creek bridge used 
by thousands of cars per day

• We are moving ahead with 
our trail project and need 
your help

Bike etiquette for bridge crossing



Intersection of Drayton 
Harbor Rd and Blaine Rd, WA 
548

• WTA bus route stops are at 
the east end of California 
Creek Bridge

• Way to help connect more 
users safely to the rural bus 
stops



Blaine Rd (WA 548) 
Northbound

• Speed limit 45mph

• Wide, but uneven, road 
shoulders

• If trail route follows Blaine 
Rd, we are now on a State 
Hwy  and would need to 
work with WSDOT.

• Alternate route is to use 
Dearborn Avenue, a County 
Rd that parallels Blaine Rd to 
the west



Peace Arch State Park

• The fourth park that our trail travels 
through is the International Peace 
Arch State Park

• The City of Blaine completed another 
major section of the trail system in 
July 2019 on Peace Portal Ave and has 
just about reached the City limits at 
Dakota Creek with this section of trail



Just a short detour down Marine Drive brings you to a fifth park and an adventure in a wonderful 
playground


