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Hi Dana

A revised Public Participation Plan, reflecting the changes recommended by the Council's
Planning & Development Committee this afternoon, is attached. The Committee changes, which
are highlighted in yellow, are as follows:

1, The Business and Commerce Advisory Committee was added toTable 1 (page 3-2).

2. Repeal Cherry Point-Ferndale Subarea Plan was moved from a Level 1 to a Level 3 project
(pages 4-3 and 4-5),

Matt
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Chapter 1. lntroduction

This Public Participation Plan (PPP) is intended to guide the County in reviewing
comprehensive plan and development regulation amendments. The Plan is required by state
law (RCW 36.70A.140). which indicates:

"Comprehensiae plans - Ensure public participation. Each county and city that is required
or chooses to plan under RCN 36.70A.040 shall establish and broadly disseminate to the public
a public participation program identifying procedures prouiding for early and continuous public
participation in the deaelopment and amendment of comprehensiae land use plans and
deaelopment regulations implemenhng such plans. The procedtres shall proaide for broad
dissernination of proposals and qlternatiaes, opportunity for written cornments,
public meetings after effectiae notice, prouision for open discussion, contmunication
programs/ information seruices, and consideration of and response to public
comments., .,"

The bolded sentence of RCW 36.70A.740 above guided the County in developir-rg this PPP. Prior
to implementation, this plan wili have been reviewed by the plarming commission and the
county council, with opportunity for the public to comment. The plan will be implemented as
adopted.



The issues that will be considered as part of County's review and amendment of the

comprehensive plan and development regulations are divergent and far-reaching. A one-size-

fits-all approach to this public participation plan for all of these very different types of issues

would not be effective and would do a disservice to the residents of \A4ratcom County.

This PPP outlines the public participation approach that will be taken with each issue rather

than a generic overall approach. The objective of this plan is to provide a clear process for each

issue so residents can easily determine how best to be involved in the issues they care about

most.

There are other ptanning issues that require public participation that may not be mentioned in

this plan, including standard map and text amendments to Title 20 Zontng that are initiated for

review after approval of this plan. At minimum, these items will be processed as Level 1

projects. If additional public participation is required or another approach is appropriate, the

Planning and Development Services Department will upgrade the item to a more vigorous

approach. Please see Chapter 4 for more information about public participation approaches.

Ongoing programs administered through the Planning Department also provide opportunities

for public participation through their respective advisory committees. The Agricultural

Advisory Committee, Purchase of Development Rights Oversight Committee, Forestry

Advisory Committee, Surface Mining Advisory Committee, and Wildlife Advisory Comrnittee

meet as needed to assist in the administration of their programs, and may recommend

amendments to the comprehensive plan and County Code. These advisory committee meetings

are open to the public. More information on these plograms can be found at:

w 210

The PPP is designed lo meel lhe following obiecfives:

. Provide a roadmap for the public, outlining a clear and accessible public process for

comprehensive plan and development regulation amendments;

. Ensure input is sought from a broad base of public participants and is elicited in a tirnely

fasfuion, considered, and incorporated as appropriate into review of Comprehensive Plan

and Development Regulation amendments; and

. Make a concerted and continuous effort to ensure that elected officials and staff are fully

aware of and understand community and stakeholder concerns.

1.1. Public Porticipotion Flqn Formql

To meet PPP objectives consistent with GMA goals this document

. Outlines the issues that will be considered (Chapter 2);



Identifies the potential project participants in the comprehensive planning process (Chapter
3), and;

States the approach that will be taken with each issue (Chapter 4).



Chapter 2, The lssues
The issues that Comprehensive Plan and development regulation amendments will address can

be divided into two categories: statutory requirements and docketed requests. This section of

the PPP outlines these issues, within these categories. Each issue has been assigned a number

beginning first with an "S" oI "D" for "statutoly" oI "docket" respectively' These numbers will
carry with each issue to Chapter 4 of this document. Chapter 4 will go into greater detail on the

public participation approach that the County will take on each of these issues.

2.1. Slqiutory Requiremenls

The Growth Management Act (GMA) requires \Alhatcom County to address certain issues in the

comprehensive plan and,f or development regulations. The following is a current list of

identified statutory requirements:

$1. Forest Practices (RCW 36.70A.570, amended in2007 by SHB L409) - Relafing to the

tr-ansfer of jurisdiction over conversion-related forest practices to local governments. For

counties planning under the GMA, if more than 25 Class IV applications had been filed

with the DNR between certain dates, then the county, and the cities within it, are required

to adopt forest practices approval ordinances.

5;2. Utilities to Schools in Rural Areas (RCW 36.70A, amended in2017 by HB 2243) -The
State Legislature amended the GMA to indicate it does not prohibit extension of public

facilities and utilities to serve a school in a rural area if certain conditions are met.

93. Buildable Lands Evaluation

(RCW 36.70A.070, .115, .2L5, amended in2017 by HBESSSB 5254) - \Alhatcom County is

now subject to the buildable lands (review and evaluation) program requirements of the

GMA, which formerly only applied to six large counties in the state. This bill requires the

County to address a number of issues, which include updating the County-wide Plalrning



S,4.

Policies. Additionally, the County will issue a buildable lands report that compares
growth assumptions in the comprehensive plan with actual growth that has occurred and,
if necessary, develop reasonable measures to reconcile any inconsistencies. This process
involves determining if there is sufficient suitable land to accommodate growth
projections. It is anticipated that the Countywide Planning Policies will be reviewed in
2019-20. The buildable lands report is due by June 30,2021. This report must be
considered in the next countywide Comprehensive Plan and development regulation
update, which is due by June 30,2024.

Shoreline Management Program Update (RCW 90.58.080). Review and, if necessary.
revise the Whatcom Countv Shoreline Management Prograrn to assure it complies with
aoolicable law arrd and to assnre consistencv with the s comprehensive

and lne u
Tune 30,2020.

2.2. Dockeled Amendment Requests

The items in this section were initiated for further review by the County Council under
Reso1ution2019-015@iee#en'Aswithstatutoryrequirementsinthe
previous section, this list will be updated on an arulual basis.

D-1 Rd. 9- lan
from and amend the

expand a MRL overlav zone on annroximatel v 22.8 acres off Breckenridse Rd.. east of
Nooksack. The lvins zonins is Rural one /five acres (R5A).

Lummi Island \rVhatcom
Comnreher-rsive Plan provisions relafins to the Lumrni Island Ferrv. Modifv 6,4.-1 relatins
to ferrv level of service and delete Policv 6C-9 relatins to a ferry feasibilitv studv as shown in
Resolution 2078-026.

D-3. Densifv Credit Prosram - Zonins. Code Amendments (PLN2019-00005) - Amend the
Whatcom Countv Zoning Code to implement the followins recommendations contained in the
TDR/PDR Multi-Stakeholder Work Grouu Final Repolt dated October 3,2018: (1) modifv the
UR4 zone in the Birch Urban Growth Area to allow incleased tv if densitv credits are

rchased and mo d unit size if
are purchased.

D-4. Whatcom Countv Code Amendments PLN2019-00006) - Review and, if needed, revise
the \Mratcom Countv Zorins Code and sectiorrs of the Whatcom Countv Code to
implement Comrrrehensive Plan policies and/or address issues identified in the administration

Mqlajqerne4! Act may also be considered
consistencv with the Growthof the codes. Additionallv, anv revisions neecled to achieve



D-5 Point Roberts Subarea Plan and Point Roberts Special District (PLN201 9-0000n -

Review and. if neede levise the Point Robelts Subarea Plarr arrd the Point Roberts Soecial

District (WCC 20,72I

9-00

Comprehensive Plan and Whatcom Countv Code to determine the minirnum safe distance to

allow surface minins be corrducted from a petroleum pipeline to ensure a pioeline will not

become exoosed or durins an earthquake event and contaminate an aquifer.

Determination should be based on independent sources where possible and assume a

masnitude 9.0 or sreater earthouake could occur

D-7. Surface Minins of Drv Meander Zones GLN2019-00011) - Amend the Whatcom
and \A/ha allow the seasonal extraction

sand the 1

that has no

intent is to the

and wildlife habitat into sravel oits, and (b) safelv lemove some of the sisnificant sediment load

that enters the ooksack everv vear in an effort to reduce floodins and the fo hrrild lrit'her
fl^^J ^.arrorrlinn berms o1^^ - +1ro r.irzor' as the climate 11rr^c +^ -1.o--a

the \\lrateern eeunty eernprehensive Plart inelnding the Six Year €aPital hnprevernent

D-82. Density Credit Program - Comprehensive Plan Amendments (PLN2018-00002)-

Amend the Whatcom County Comprehensive Plan to reflect a shift in emphasis from a

traditional tr.ansfer of development rights program to a density credit program. Density credits

allow development incentives, such as increased density, in exchange for a voluntary

contribution towards preserving agricultural lands and open space.

D-29. Repeal Cherry Point-Ferndale Subarea Plan (PLN201B-00003) - Repeal the Cherry

Point-Ferndale Subarea Plaru which was adopted in 1981. The proposal would also amend

related provisions in the Whatcom County Comprehensive Plan and Zoning Code.

D-184 CAO On-Going Agriculture (PLN2018-00005) - The Critical Areas Ordinance (CAO)

was adopted by the County Council in December 2017 (Ordinance 2017-077). Secfion 4(a) of

this Ordinance states "Planning and Development Services staff shall work with the farming

community to develop creative solutions that would allow farmers to maintain or attain

'ongoing agriculture' status pursuant to applicable laws.

*.Js Ordi+ra+.l€e states "P

trOG, as lyell as bring {orlvard a plan te enhanee groundrt'atel qualify samPling as ealled for in
bes+a+ai+a$le-seienee, in erCet te nroniter tl'rc funetiens and values of eritieal area' and to



deveiep baseline elata te use fer st+eh rneniteri'rg, An update ef tlre irnplernentatien ef these

Felieiee-r+ill$epresen,ted te eeuneil ne l;lter tlran Jannery 201,9,"

Whateer+eer*rr9 Zeni+.g eede and et$er seetiens elt$e \44rateern eeu+tq'€ede te implernent

D-177. Wind Energy System Amendments (PLN201B-00008) - Review and, if needed, revise
WCC20.74 Wind Energy Systems.

D-]-9, Cherry Point Amendments (PLN2018-00009) - Amend the Whatcom County
Comprehensive Plan and Whatcom County Code to address ways the County may limit the
negative impacts on public safety, transportation, the economy, and the environment from
crude oil, coal, liquefied petroleum gases, and natural gas exports from the Cherry Point Urban
Growth Area, in accordance with \A/hatcom County Comprehensive Plan Policy 2CC-16.

D-139. Sustainable Salmon Harvest Goal (PLN201B-00010) - Amend the Comprehensive Plan
to create a new policy to work with Lummi and Nooksack Nations, the State Department of
Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) and other stakeholders to establish a sustainable salmon harvest

- goal for the county.

D-140 Mineral Resource Lands Counfy-wide Designation Process (PLN2017-00004) -
Tkuough a county-led countywide assessmen! seek to identify and designate potential
commercially significant mineral resource lands, to meet future demand, compatible with water
resources/ agricultural lands, forest lands and other GMA goals pursuant to Comprehensive
Plan Policy BR-1.

8T-1-

eernprelrensive Plan rns-in
(ge+

20+e-

D-153. Wireless Communication Facilities (PLN2016-00006)- Review and update provisions in

'@ 20.13 (Wireless Communication Facilities) to ensure consistency with;_[)nNew
2015 FCC rules (80 FR 1238) which are designed to implement and enforce Section 6a09@) of the
Middle Class Tax Relief and Job Creation Act of 2012 and (2) New 2018 FCC rules entitled

Broadband
Investment."

Applieatien {eq issuan€€,



€on@

D-165. Sign Regulations Update (PLN2016-00009) - Review and revise Whatcom County Code

20.80.400 (Sign Regulations), including updating the code for consistency with the U.S. Supreme

Court's decision inReedu. Town of Gilbert (2015)'

D-126. Vacation Rental Regulations (PLN2014-00020/PLN2016-00011) - Amend \A4ratcom

County Code Title 20 (Zorttng) & Title 23 (Shoreline Management Program) to allow vacation

rentals under certain conditions as a use within certain zones and shoreline designations.

D-13++. Code Enforcement Amendments (PLN2015-00003) - Create a new U/hatcom

County Code (WCC) Chapter 22.15Ti+le-49, called "Code Compliance ProceduresEnfereen+ent,"

to establish an efficient system to address enforcement of building, critical areas and zoning

codes. The proposal would consolidate the existing code enforcement provisions from WCC 15,

1,6.16,and 20 into a new WCC n$FdJelp. The proposed amendments include provisions that

would allow the County to record a document at the Whatcom Auditor's office indicating that

there is a code violation on a property.

D-l-Z+g. Boundary Line Adjustments (PLN2014-00001) - Amend Section 20.83.1L0 of the

Whatcom County ZontngOrdinance relating to boundary line adjustments. The amendment

would allow boundary line adjustments to noncon{orming parcels to resolve encroachments

such as fences, tr.ees and other occupational indicators. The amendment would also allow

boundary line adjustments that modify the boundaries between two nonconforming parcels

based upon land owner preferences, as long as the smallest parcel is not decreased in size.

D-N+g. Weddings and Special Events (PLN2014-00016) - Amend the Official Whatcom

C""r",,y ZoningOrdinance (Title 20) to allow for "Weddings and Special Events" in specific

,o.ru dirtr.i.ts through an approved Conditional Use Permit (CUP). Authorization to approve

this amendment will result in the county needing to define "special Events" ur-rder the
,,Definitions" section of WCC 20.97 and an additional amendment rnade to the "Parking Space

Requirements" under WCC 20.80.580.

D-TZ1. Bellingham Development Standards (PLN2013-00003)- Review and potentially

revise the Whatcom County Code to adopt City of Bellingham Development Standards for the

Bellingham Urban Growth Area (UGA).

D -2+. Agricultural strategic Plan Implementation (PLN2012-00007) - Resolution 2018-

declaring support forBo27Zg1+423 was approved by the CountY Council on B

the updated Whatcom County Agricultural Strategic Plan. An-ilmmediate prioritiggy in this

plan includei++e ofA al Lands of

the the Rural Study Areas as listed in the

2007 Rural
Resolution

Land Study and mak!4ge recommendations for possible changes in accordance with

2009-040 (100,000 acre target),

Resolu 2018-027 (Upda Aqr"icultural Plan) arrd RCW 36.70A.170 and .177 will be



inclu ded. Other i+nn+edia+e-an4short-term medium-term in this plan include
developrnenting of nolicies and re that provide for Dlotection of best asricultural
areas while su g develoDment at zoned densities and continued work on development of

Natural Resource

@.Theseactivitiesmayleadtoproposedchangestotheagricultural
portions of the Comprehensive Plan and zoningregulations.

D-2?2. Mineral Resource Lands Expansion - North Star Rd. (PLN2012-00009) - Consicler
proposal to amend the comprehensive plan designation from Rural to Mineral Resource Lancls
(MRL) and amend the zoning map to expand a MRL overlay zone on approximately 19.7 acres
on the west side of North Star Rd., south of Brown Rd. The underlying zoning is Rural one
dwelling/five acres (R5A).

2'3. comprehensive Plqn qnd Development Regulotion Appeols
The \Alhatcom County Council may continue to address appeals brought to the Growth
Management Hearings Board (GMHB) or the courts. Public participation for settlement
activities that will result in an ordinance amending the comprehensive plan and/ or
development regulations will include, ata minimum:

. Posting an initial draft proposal on the County website and sending it to anyone
requesting notification at least 30 days prior to the public hearing. Posting any revised
draft on the County website and sending it to anyone requesting notificafion at least 10
days prior to the public hearing.

. If urban growth areas are being modified, sending the draft proposal to cities and any
cil'zen plarLning groups for non-City UGAs at least 30 days prior to the public hearing.
Sending any revised draft to cities and any cifizen planning groups for non-City UGAs
at least 10 days prior to the public hearing.

. Publishing notice of the hearing in the newspaper and, if urban growth areas are being
modified, e-mailing notice to cities at least 10 days prior to the public hearing; and

. Holding a public hearing.



Chapter 3, Proiect Pqrticiponts
The Public Participafion Plan is designed to reach all audiences that may have an interest in

Comprehensive Plan and development regulation amendments. It is also designed to reach out

to other groups and individuals -those that may not yet have an interest or be inclined to

participate-to encourage their awareness, understanding and involvement in the process. The

PPP also promotes use of existing communication networks to encourage involvement in the

Whatcom County Comprehensive Plan and development regulation amendment process.

3,1. The Public
The general public is defined as members of the community including residents, groups/

property owners, farmers, business owners and any others that might be interested in the

Comprehensive Plan and development regulation amendments. The following sections contain

a breakdown of some specific types of community groups and organizations that the County

will attempt to engage in the process.

3.1.1. lnleresled Property Owners qnd Developers

Interested property owlters and developers are defined as members of the community that have

an interest in growth and development regulations, especially as they relate to their private

property rights. They may have an interest in developing ol preserving their property. This

might include farmers, real estate and development gloups and other related professionals.

3.1.2. Community Orgonizolions

Community organizations are loosely defined as groups, associations, or committees that come

together for a common interest or cause. This includes service groups, environmental groups,

chambers of commerce, non-profit orgau:lizattons, advocacy groups, community councils,

rreighborhood associations, local gl'anges, social service otgarizattons, religious organizations,



and others. Community organizations also include groups that are centered around non-city
UGAs like the Birch Bay steering committee and others.

3,1,3. Other Groups qnd lndividuols

WAC 365-196-600(4) states that "Each county or city should try to involve a broad cross-section
of the community, so groups not previously involved in planning become involved." People
may add themselves to County e-mail lists on the "Notify Me" site at:

htLp : / / www.co.whatcom.wa. us / list. aspx

3.2. Governmenlql/Quosi-Governmeniql Groups
Governmental and quasi-governmental groups are defined as organizabions that have a
connection to local government, including \Alhatcom Council of Governments; Whatcom
County Council; City Counciis; \zVhatcom County and individual cities'Planning Commissions;
area tribes; local special purpose districts; citizen advisory committees and others. Groups
typically consist of elected officials, appointed or volunteer community members, or
jurisdictional staff. Table 1 below shows a selected group of advisory comrnittees that may be
asked to comment on comprehensive plan and development regulationz-zenin€-andfe+-e+i+ieal
areas-erdinanee amendments.

Toble l: Selected Whqtcom Counly Advisory Boords/Commillees ond Commissions

Agricultural Advisory Committee Portage Bay Shellfish Protection District Advisory Committee

Bicycle/Pedestrian Advisory Cornmittee Public Health Advisory Board

Birch Bay Shellfish Protection District Advisory Committee Purchase of Development Rights Oversight Committee

Birch Bay Watershed and Aquatic Resources Management

Advisory Committee

Rural Library Board

'BuSincss rincl Cornmeici Advisoiv:Cdiluiittee

Development Standards Technical Advisory Committee Surface Mining Advisory Committee

Climai e Impact Aclvisory Comrnittee Whatcom County Family & Community Network

Drayton Harbor Shellfish Protection District Advisory Committee Whatcom County Housing Advisory Committee

Flood Control Zone District Advisory Committee Whatcom Council of Governrnents: Citizens' Transportation
Advisory Group

Flood Control Sub-Zor.re District Advisory Committee \{4ratcom Transportation Authority's Citizen Advisory Panel

Marinr: Resoulce Comrrrittee Wiltl lilc r\dv isorJ Cor mritfee

Forestry Advisory Committee WRIA 1 -Management Team



Parks and Recreation Committee WRIAl-PlanningUnit

3,2.1. Plonning Commission

Implementation of the GMA as it relates to public participation is covered within WAC365-196-

600 "Public Participation." WAC 365-196-600(3)(c) states: "The public participation program

should clearly describe the role of the planning commission, ensuring consistency with
requirements of chapter 36.70,35.63, or 354.63 RCW." RCW 36.70 is the Planning Enabling Act,

which requires:

. Notice of the time, place and purpose of any public hearing shall be given by one

publication in a newspaper of general circulation in the county at least ten days before

the hearing (RCW 36.70.390 and .590).

. A recommendation of approval of comprehensive plan or official control (e.g.

development regulation) amendments shall be by the a{firmative vote of not less than a

majority of the total members of the planning comrnission. Such approval shall be by a

recorded motion which shall incorporate the findings of fact of the planning commission

and the reasons for its action (RCW 36.70.400 and .600)'

The Planning Commission is an appointed group of citizens that work directly with Planning

and Development Services to craft legislation and make recommendations to the County

Council. They also hear and make recommendations on applications for amendments to the

\Alhatcom County Code and the Comprehensive Plan from private individuals, agencies and

other applicants. Currently, the Planning Commission hears from the public primarily during

public hearings and through written correspondence.

It is the goal that most town hall meetings, open houses and other public participation activities

will occur with some involvement gJ+4ri$ the Planning Commission. In this way, the Planning

Commission will hear straight from the public on each issue and will be more involved in
crafting policies, earlier in the process. The public is encouraged to communicate with planning

commissioners through the email and mailing address listed in Chapter 5 of this document in

addition to attending planning commission meetings.

3.3. The Cities

Whatcom County will continue to engage with the Cities on issues of common interest,

including the buildable lands (review and evaluation) program and UGA planning.



Chapter 4. Public Porticipotion Approoch

4.1. Overqll Approoch
The Washington Administrative Code (WAC) provides guidelines and rules for public
involvement in comprehensive planning. WAC 365-196-600 "Public Participafion" states that
"The public participation program should clearly describe the role of the planning comrnission,
ensuring consistency with requirements of chapter 36.70,35.63, or 354..63 RCW."

Through this public participation program the planning commission will act as a central hub for
many public participation activities. In this way, the planning commission will have maximum
exposure to the public perspective no matter how complex or minute the issue.

Starting in section 4.2, issues are broken down into 3 types for the purposes of public
participation. Each type of issue has a different approach and the approach is described in each
section. A11 the issues retain the numbers assigned to them in Chapter 2, so if more information
is needed about an issue, the reader may refer back to Chapter 2.



4.2. Level 'l lssues

Level 1 issues are generally less complicated, have already been through extensive public

process or are quasi-judicial actionsl. This level is also appropriate for most standard map and

text amendments to Title 20 Zorung. A more vigorous public participation approach may be

assigned at the discretion of the Planning and Development Services Department whteh nUy

include referrins the oroposal to an advisorv committee for review.

4.2.1. Approoch

Level L issues will be subject to the public process required by the code. Typically, they will
follow this process:

1) Proposal: Staff generates a proposal or a recommendation on an application.

Z) Proposal posted: Proposal is posted to the website and announced through email list. Legal

notice will be given as required and applicable. Public may make comment to the Planning

Commissionvia email and/or US mail.

3) public hearing: Plaruring Commission holds public hearing on issue.

4) Work session and recommendation: Planning Commission conducts work session on issue

and recommends action to the County Council. Public may make comment to the County

Council via email and/or US mail.

5) County Council: County Council will review the recommendation of the Planning

Commission and hold a work session in comrnittee and a public hearing. The Council will
approve the recommendation, modify, or deny.

4.2.2. Level I Proiects

91. Forest Practices (RCW 36.70A.570, SHB 1409)

92. Utilities to Schools in Rural Areas (RCW 36.70A, amended n2017 by HB 22a3)

93. Buildable Lands / Review and Evaluation Program @id€S
(RCW 36.70A.070, .115, .21'5, amended in2017 by ++BE$!!p 5254)

MRL 00002

D-2. Lummi Island Ferry Amendments (PLN201 9-00004)

Credit 9-00005

1 euasi-judicial actions of local decision-making bodies are "those actions of the legislative body, planning commission, hearing examiner,

zoning adjuster, board of adjustment, or boards which delermine the legal rights, duties, or privileges of specific parties in a hearing or other

conteited'case proceeding" (ncw +z.lo.oto), These require adjudication in a court-like process, in which the guidelines for public participation

are different from other actions. Notice requirements for quasi-judicial rezones are set lorth in the Whatcom County Code,



D-4. Counfv Code Amendments pLN201 9-00006)

D-5. Point Roberts Subalea Plan and Point Roberts Special District (PLN2019-00007)

n 1, Capitd Fa€iti

D-82. Density Credit Program - Comprehensive Plan Amendments (PLN201B-00002)

D1n4. CAO On-Going Agriculture (PLN201B-00005)

D 5 €1lO €ritieal l"eas tr\{enitering (PtN201&00006)

@rnendrnent- (PL|{2018 00007)

D-153 Wireless Communication Facilities (PLN2016-00006)

D 14, Permit Revierv Proeedr*res €LN2016-00009

D-165. Sign Regulations Update (PLN2016-00009)

D -726. Vacation Rentals (PLN2014-00020/ PLN201 6-00011)

D-197. Code Enforcement Amendments (PLN2015-00003)

D -798. Boundary Line Adj ustments (PLN2014-00001 )

D-!Q19. Weddings and Special Events (PLN2014-00016)

D-2!9. Bellingham Development Standards (PLN2013-00003)

D-2?2. Mineral Resource Lands Expansion - North Star Rd. (PLN2012-00009)

4.3. !-evel 2 lssues
Level 2 issues require a little more than the code-required public process. The issues in this
category are of a sensitive or political nature andf or the public has come out to oppose or
support them in the past. They are generally more complicated.

4.3.1. Approoch

Typically,level2 issues will follow this process:

1) Alternatives: Staff generates alternative approaches to the issue, when applicable.

2) Alternatives posted: Alternatives are posted to the website and announced through email
list.



3) Advisory Committee/Agency/City Review and Comment: The alternatives will be

submitted to the appropriate advisory committee, department, city or agency for review and

comment.

4) Proposal: Staff generates a proposal considering *y feedback received on the alternatives.

5) Proposal posted: Proposal is posted to the website and announced through email list and

legal notice as required and applicable. Public may make comment to the Plaru'ring

Commission via email and/ or US mail.

6) public hearing: Planning Commission holds public hearing on issue.

7) Work session: Planning Commission conducts work session on issue and recommends

action to the County Council. Public may make comment to the County Council via email

andf or US mail.

8) County Council: County Council will review the recommendation of the Planning

Commission and hold a work session in committee and a public hearing. The Council will
approve the recommendation, modify, or deny.

4.3.2. Level 2 Proiecls

D-11. Energv Svstem Amendments

D-13.9 Sustainable Salmon Harvest Goat (PLN201B-00010)

D-22+.

I\4ar#e Reseur€e €o

Agricultural Strategic Plan Implementation (PLN2012-00007). Coordinafion with
the Agriculture Advisory Committee and applicable Cities.

4.4. Level 3 lssues

These issues are generally more complicated and are of interest to the general public. A11 of

these issues will have many opportunities for public comment, including a town-hall style

meeting where people are able to openly share their feelings on the alternatives proposed or just

the issue in general. When appropriate, town hall meetings will be planned close to areas that

will be or are being impacted by the issue'

4.4,1, Approoch

Typically,level3 issues will follow this process:

1) Alternatives: Staff generates alternative approaches to the issue, when appropriate.



2) Alternatives posted: Alternatives are posted to the website and announced through email
list.

3) Advisory Committee/Agency/City Review and Comment The alternatives will be
submitted to the appropriate advisory committee, department, city or agency for review and
comment.

4) Town hall meeting(s): A town hall style meeting(s) is held to seek public input on the issue
and the proposed alternatives. When appropriate, the meeting is held in a location that is
reasonably located near an area affected by the issue. Planning Commission may be in
attendance at this town hall meeting. Announcements of town hall meetings will be done
through the website, email lis! media releases, and local postings as appropriate.

5) Proposal: Staff generates a proposal considering feedback received on the alternatives,
including feedback heard at the town hall meeting.

6) Proposal posted: Proposal is posted to the website and arurounced through email list. Legal
notice will be given as required and as appropriate. Public may make comment to the
Planning Commission via email and/ or US mail.

7) Public hearing: Planning Commission holds public hearing on issue.

B) Work session: Planning Commission conducts work session on issue ancl recommends
action to the County Council. Public may make comment to the County Council via email
and/or US mail.

9) County Council: County Council will review the recommendation of the Planning
Commission and hold a work session in comrnittee and a public hearing. The Council will
approve the recommendation, modifp or deny.

4.4.2. Level 3 Proiects

Surface 9-0001

D-7 Surface Minine of Drv Meander Zones 1)

D-J28

D-140.

s-4.

Cherry Point Amendments (PLN201B-00009)

Mineral Resource Lands County-wide Designation Process (PLN2017-00004)

ine Manasement Update

n 23- Met€+ized Trail S

It is anticina that oroiects D-6 and D-7 wi be incorporated into review of proiect D-14.



Chapter 5. Conclusion
This public participation plan will guide the review of comprehensive plan and development

regulations amendments. It is a living document that should be updated as conditions change

or new methods are discovered. This public participation plan meets the requirements of the

RCW and the requirements of the WAC. Specifically, the Planning and Development Services

Department hopes that this public participation program will "involve a broad cross-section of

the community, so groups not previously involved in planning become involved" as WAC 365-

796-600(4) suggests it should.

To provide written feedback on this public participation plan, please contact Planning and

Development Services at +bexxgub.il@co.whatcom.wa.us. If you wish to provide comment on

any issue to the Planning Commission or County Council, please utilize the following
addresses:

Whatcom County Planning and Development Serwices

5280 Northwest Drive
Bellingham,WA98226

Planning Commission County Council

c/o Ashley Ubil, Secretary@ 311 Grand Ave, Ste 105

5280 Northwest Drive Bellingham,WAg922s

Bellingham,WA98226 council@co.whatcom.wa. us

PDS Plannins whatcom.wa.us




