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Docket,2126/2019

Proposed by: Plannins & Deveiopment Services
Intloduction date:

RESOLUTIONNO. 20te-01s

DOCKETING COMPREHENS IVE PLAN
AND DEVELOPMENT REGULATION AMENDMENTS

WHEREAS, the Growth Management Act (RCW 36.70A.470) requires the County to

consider the proposed docket of comprehensive plan and development regulation amendments
on at least an annual basis; and

WHEREAS, the provisions of WCC 22.10.020 indicate that Comprehensive Plan and

development regulation amendments are to be docketed for review by approval of a resolution by
the County Council; and

WHEREAS, the Whatcom County Planning and Development Services Department has

forwarded a docket of proposed Comprehensive Plan and development regulation amendments
to the County Council for consideration.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Whatcom County Council hereby

dockets for formal review the amendments shown on attached Exhibit A.

APPROVED this 12th day of March 2019

WHATCOM COTINTY COUNCIL
, WASHINGTON

Council Rud Council Chair

APPRO AS rTO FORM

DnnA

Civil Deputy



EXHIBIT A - Docket

PLN 2O 19
-00004

PLN2O 19
-00002

PLN2O19
-000C}5

PLN2019
-00006

Lummi Island
Ferry
Amendments

MRL Expansion
- Breckenridge
Rd.

Whatcom
County Code
Amendments

Densitv Credit
Proqram -
Zoning Code
Amendments

Whatcom
County

Concrete
Nor'West

Whatcom
Countv

Whatcom
County

Amend Whatcom County Comprehensive Plan
provisions relating to the Lummi Island Ferry. Modify
Policy 6A-1 relatinq to ferry level olserviee and
delete Policv 6C-9 relatinq to a ferrv feasibility study
as shown in Resolution 2018-026.

Amend the comprehensive plan desiqnation from
Rural to Mineral Resource Lands (MRL) and amend
the zoning map to exoand a MRL overlay zone on
approximately 22.8 acres off Breckenridge Rd., east
nf l\lnnlzcarlz The rrnderlrrinn znninn ic Prrral nne
dwellinq/five acres (R5A).

Amend the Whatcom Countv Zoninq Code to
implement the following recommendations contained

Report dated October 3. 2018: (1) modify the UR4
zone in the Birch Bay Urban Growth Area to allow
increased densitv if density credits are purchased
and (2) modifv the code to allow laroer accessorv
dwellinq unit size if den ciirr craditc ;rra nr rrnhaqarl

FrW rk rou

Review and, if needed, revise the Whatcom County
Zoning Code and other sections of the Whatcom
County Code to implement Comprehensive Plan

administration of the codes. Additionallv. anv
revisions needed to achieve consistency with the
Growth Manaqement Act mav als

rnnlinioc znrl ln arlrlracc ccr rac idanf ifiod in tho

N/A

Parcel #
400428 165430 and
a oortion of oarcel #
400428 254460:
Within the NW 1/+ and
NE % of section 28,
T4ON R4F W M

Birch Bav and other
areas of the county

N/A

No

N/A

N/A

N/A

1



PLN 2O 19
-00007

PLN20 19
-0001 0

PLN2019
-0001 1

Surface Mininq
Pipeline Buffer

Point Roberts
Subarea Plan
and Point
Roberts Special
District

Surface Mining
of Dry Meander
Zones

Whatcom
County
Council

Whatcom
Cou nty

Whatcom
County
Council

Amend the Whatcom County Comprehensive Plan
and Whatcom County Code to determine the
rninirnr rrn qafp rlictance tn allnur qr rrfar-c rnininn tn hc
conducted from a petroleum pipeline to ensure a

an earthquake event and contaminate an aquifer
Determination should be based on independent
sources where possible and assume a magnitude 9.0
or oreater earthorrake

tn will not

nr r ld ncrr rr

Review and, if needed, revise the Point Roberts
Subarea Plan and the Point Roberts Special District
(wcc 20.72L

Amend the Whatcom Countv Comprehensive Plan
+nal \Alhr+a^'la /-^' 

'h+r, 
/^^.1^ +^ -ll^r., +1..n anaannal

avl.rrrfinn nf c=nr{ rnrl arrrral frnm rl rrr r rnlanrl aro?c

located within the 1,000 year meander zone of the
Nooksack River, provided that such extraction has
no neqative impact on salmon spawninq habitat

The intent is to (a) reduce the conversion of land
currently used for farming. forestry and wildlife
hahitat into oravel nits- and (b) safelv remove some
of the significant sediment load that enters the
Nooksack every year in an effort to reduce floodinq
anll +hn nnnA +n h"ill'{ hi^h^. flnn/ nrarranfin

alnnn f ho rirrar ac fho nlimata rnntinrrac fn n
n

eh A nr|
harmc

Point Roberts

Countvwide

Countvwide

N/A

N/A

N/A
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PLN2O18
-00002

PtsE{}+8
-o€o€I+

PLN 2O 18
-00003

PLN 2O 18
-00005

Repeal Cherry
Point-Ferndale
Subarea Plan

Density Credit
Program -
Comprehensive
Plan
Amendments

€aeita+
Faei*+ties
P+artn+ng

cAo
On-Going
Ag ricu ltu re

Whatcom
Cou nty

Whatcom
Cou nty

\P*hateem
€€ffity

Whatcom
County

Repeal the Cherry Point-Ferndale Subarea Plan,
which was adopted in 1981. The proposal would
also amend related provisions in the Whatcom
County Comprehensive Plan and Zoninq Code.

Amend the Whatcom County Comprehensive Plan to
reflect a shift in emphasis from a traditional transfer
of development rights program to a density credit
program. Density credits allow development
incentives, such as increased density, in exchange
for a voluntary contribution towards preserving
aqricultural lands and open space.

€ounty €emprehensive Plan; ineluding the Six Year

fAppendix-$.

The Critical Areas Ordinance (CAO) was adopted by
the County Council in December 2OI7 (Ordinance
2017-077). Section 4(a) of this Ordinance states
"Planning and Development Services staff shall work
with the farming community to develop creative
solutions that would allow farmers to maintain or
attain 'ongoing agriculture' status pursuant to
applicable laws. Proposed code amendments to the
Critical Areas Ordinance related to ongoing
agriculture shall be processed with all due haste, but
the first proposal shall be brought to Council for
consideration no later than July 1, 2018."

geunty-v*++e

Cherry Point-
Ferndale Subarea

N/A

N/A

NIA

N/A

N/A

N/A

J



PtfiP{i+a
-€€€€16

PLN 2O 18
-00008

PLM{}+A
-€€€€#

PLN 2O 18
-000c19

Weeff+t+e-ee
Amendments

*e
€ritirea*reas
++eniter+ng

Cherry Point
Amendments

Wind Energy
System
Amendments

\#hateeffi
€€uffty

\f+hateem
€€$nty

Whatcom
County
Council

Whatcom
Cou nty
Planning
Commission

i*anee

ine

Review and, if needed, revise WCC 20.14 Wind
Energy Systems,

Amend the Whatcom County Comprehensive Plan
and Whatcom County Code to address ways the
County may limit the negative impacts on public
safety, transportation, the economy, and the
environment from crude oil, coal, liquefied

N/^

N/A

N/A

Cherry Point UGA

NIA

NIA

N/A

N/A
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PtsE{}+8
-€€€{r+5

PLN 2O 18
-00010

Pt$P{}r+
-€€€{15

PLN2017
-00004

Sustainable
Salmon Harvest
Goal

e*+*+ne+faer
Amendments

i$ew$4ari++e
Resouree+ands
Seetisn

MRL County-
wide
Designation
Process

Whatcom
Cou nty
Council

Whatcom
County

\Alhateem
€€{+nty

\Puthateem
€otffit1r

Amend the Comprehensive Plan to create a new
policy to work with Lummi and Nooksack Nations,
the State Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW)
and other stakeholders to establish a sustainable
salmon harvest goal for the county.

petroleum gases, and natural gas exports from the
Cherry Point Urban Growth Area, in accordance with
Whatcom County Comprehensive Plan Policy 2CC-
16.

rev
ing

++are
m€t=
Through a county-led countywide assessment, seek
to identify and designate potential commercially
significant mineral resource lands, to meet future
demand, compatible with water resources,
agricultural lands, forest lands and other GMA goals
pursuant to Comprehensive Plan Policy 8R-1.

N/A

County-wide

+4aFifte*Fffis

N/A

NIA

NIA

N/A
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PtsP{}1+
-0€g€16

PLN2O16
-00009

Pt+€{}+6
-€€€{a

PLN2O16
-00006

Wireless
Communication
Facilities

Resourees-

gemptianee
#A

\f#ateF

Sign
Regulations
Update

Perm+tsReview
Preeedures

Whatcom
Cou nty

\lctFeteom
€offity

Whatcom
County

\Afhabem
€eurrty

Review and revise Whatcom County Code 20.80.400
(Sign Regulations), including updating the code for
consistency with the U.S. Supreme Court's decision
in Reed v. Town of Gilbert (2015).

Review and update provisions in €hapterWeC 20.13
(Wireless Communication Facilities) to ensure
consistency with: (1) nNew 2015 FCC rules (80 FR
1238) which are designed to implement and enforce
Section 6409(a) of the Middle Class Tax Relief and
Job Creation Act of 2012 and (2) New 2018 FCC
rules entitled "Accelerating Wireless Broadband
Deployment by Removing Barriers to Infrastructure
Investment.// The se€tiel^s te r"e r

Uses; and W€€ 20,13,120 Applieation
regri+ffiis$raftee.

eounty-w++e

N/A

N/A

NIA

++/A

NIA

N/A

N/A
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PLN2015
-00003

PLN2O14
-00020
PLN2O 16
-000 1 1

PLN 20 14
-000Cr1

PLN2O14
-0001 6

Code
Enforcement
Amendments

Vacation Rental
Regulations

Weddings and
Special Events

Boundary Line
Adjustments

Whatcom
County

Whatcom
Cou nty

Whatcom
County

Jay Irwin

Amend Whatcom County Code Title 20 (Zoning) &
Title 23 (Shoreline Management Program) to allow
vacation rentals under certain conditions as a use
within certain zones and shoreline desiqnations.
Create a new Whatcom County Code (WCC) Chapter
22. l 5Titte-*9, called "Code Compliance
ProceduresEnfureemenb" to estabIish an efficient
system to address enforcement of building, critical
areas and zoning codes. The proposal would
consolidate the existing code enforcement provisions
from WCC 15, 16.16, and 20 into a new WCC
22.15Titte-*9. The proposed amendments include
provisions that would allow the County to record a
document at the Whatcom Auditor's office indicating
that there is a code violation on a property.
Amend Section 20.83.110 of the Whatcom County
Zoning Ordinance relating to boundary line
adjustments. The amendment would allow boundary
line adjustments to nonconforming parcels to resolve
encroachments such as fences, trees and other
occupational indicators. The amendment would also
allow boundary line adjustments that modify the
boundaries between two nonconforming parcels
based upon land owner preferences, as long as the
smallest parcel is not decreased in size.
Amend the Whatcom County Zoning Ordinance to
allow "Weddings and Special Events" in specific zone
districts through a conditional use permit. Amend
WCC 20.97 to define "Special Events" and amend
the parkinq space requirements in WCC 20.80.580.

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A
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PLN2O12
-000Cr7

PLN2013
-00003

Agricultural
Strategic Plan
Implementation

Bellingham
Development
Standards

Whatcom
County

Whatcom
County

Review and potentially revise the Whatcom County
Code to adopt City of Bellingham Development
Standards for the Bellingham Urban Growth Area
(uGA).
Resolution 20LB-0272A++423 was approved by the
County Council on B/Bl2078:/+ffi# declaring
support for the updated Whatcom County
Agricultural Strategic Plan. A*ilmmediate prioritjggy
in this plan includels+o- reviewing desiqnation of
Agricultural Lands of Lonq-term Commercial

ra and tha :nrinrrlfrrr:l znninn nnr{o

Reviewing the Rural Study Areas as listed in the
2007 Rural Land Study and makiqge
recommendations for possible changes in
accordance with Resolution 2009-040 (100,000 acre
ta rget),

Agricultural Strategic Plan) and RCW 36.70A.I70

short-term and medium-term priorities in this plan
include developmenting of policies and regulations
that provide for protection of the best agricultural
areas while supportinq development at zoned
densities and continued work on development of the
Natu ral Resou rce Ma rketplacet€ols-t+a#
+

@. These activities may lead
to proposed changes to the agricultural portions of
the Comprehensive Plan and zoning regulations.

q t1 a2 n

and .177 will be incl Other immediateand

1

nifi

solution 2

ded.

These amendments
relate to the
Bellingham UGA

Proposal relates to
Agricultural and
Rural lands

N/A

N/A
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PLN20 12
-000Cr9

MRL Expansion
- North Star
Rd.

Ferndale
Ready Mix &
Gravel

Amend the comprehensive plan designation from
Rural to Mineral Resource Lands (MRL) and amend
the zoning map to expand a MRL overlay zone on
approximately 19.7 acres on the west side of North
Star Rd., south of Brown Rd. The underlying zoning
is Rural one dwelli ve acres R5A

Parcel #
390110 2I2[OO;
Within the SW 7+ of
section 10, T39N,
RlE, W,M.

N/A
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