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Long Range Plan

Community Wildfire Risk
Reduction Program

Natural Resource Priority Program Area

Climate Resiliency & Preparedness:

* Improve climate resiliency through carbon sequestration and
carbon emissions reduction practices

* Promote forest health, integrity, and stewardship on Non-
Industrial Private Forest lands

* Increase implementation of wildfire risk reduction practices

* Increase implementation of water use efficiency practices to
address water management concerns

* Assist working land managers with preparing for and adapting
to extreme weather events and changing climate conditions




Long Range Plan

Community Wildfire Risk
Reduction Program

Goal: Increase implementation of wildfire risk reduction
practices

Desired Outcome: Reduced wildfire-associated loses (acres and
structures) in the Wildland Urban Interface (WUI)

Priority Actions:

* Promote fire resiliency (and associated benefits) through
direct marketing and partnerships

* Provide fire risk management services through marketing,
direct services, and partnerships

e Conduct community risk management trainings and fuels
reduction events, including community chipping events

* Increase delivery of fire resiliency services in the WUI

* Work with audiences in underserved/not yet-served
communities




Long Range Plan

Community Wildfire Risk
Reduction Program

Programmatic Measurable Result
Objective:

e Facilitate 5

* Conduct 30 individual wildfire ,
create an evaluation methodology to determine
implementation of recommendations

e Perform risk reduction trainings and assistance for 3
communities

* Conduct 5
 Secure local/state/federal funding

e Conduct of current audiences served and
build comprehensive understanding of all audiences







CHANGING CONDITIONS

Recent increases in fuel aridity are related to multiple climate factors.

Adapted by Whatcom Conservation District from Westerling ef.al. 2006

Wildfire risk is
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WHATCOM CONSERVATION DISTRICT
WILDFIRE RISK REDUCTION PROGRAM

EMPOWERING SUPPORTING
LANDOWNERS COMMUNITIES
TOOLS & RESOURCES WILDFIRE PLANNING
ACCESS TO EXPERTS FIREWISE USA PROGRAM
WORKSHOPS \ WILDFIRE / FUELS REDUCTION
RISK
REDUCTION
PROGRAM
EVALUATING / \ ENGAGING
WILDFIRE RISK PARTNERS
INDIVIDUAL SITES SHARED EXPERTISE
NEIGHBORHO0DS COLLABORATION

COUNTY SHARED LESSONS



EMPOWERING
LANDOWNERS
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ACCESS TO EXPERTS
WORKSHOPS




All In For Climate Action Week Event

HOME WILDFIRE
PREPAREDNESS
WORKSHOP

Join the Whatcom Conservation District to learn about how you can
improve the wildfire safety of your home & property. This event will
discuss how homes ignite, walk through a wildfire risk assessment,
& offer actions you can take to reduce your wildfire risk.

Saturday, September 30th at 10:00AM

Bellingham Hatchery in Whatcom Falls Park
1700 Silver Beach Rd
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Sept. 22 - 30,2023




2023 Accomplishments
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2023 Accomplishments

54

landowner wildfire
risk assessments
and plans

Lomiplete mitigation actions on and around these sirucbures as you have gone for the home.

Are there other combustible items located within 30 feet of _
the structure (scrap lumber, junk, cars, boats, RVs, etc)?

Flrewwood plle stored closer than 30 feet to the home?

Do trees or branches bouch or overhang the structure?

Branches do owerhand the shed but these are from trees on CITY [P OipErDy

Is there brush or other vegetation that could act as a “ladder”
and allow fire to climb into larger trees or the structure hsef?

Iz a continuity of fuels present In this zone?

Lontinuous or unseparated fuels allc fire o spread. Al rees and shiubs in this zone showld be
waell spated and well malntained. Plant in groupngs or “slands® oif veqetation to disrupt the
COmCInuIcy off fuels - that s, reduce the potential of hre spread by separating vegetation with the
use of non-combustible areas (Qresn Qrass, nock, patina ete.) 50 that IF an island of WEQELETIon
were o Ignite, the heat, and flame contact would be Insufficlent to ignite the home or adjacent
Islamis.

Do grasses and weeds need to be trimmed or malntalned?

Are there plles of downed dead branches, dead logs, slash
andfor heavy accumulations of pine needles?



SUPPORTING
COMMUNITIES

WILDFIRE PLANNING
FIREWISE USA PROGRAM
FUELS REDUCTION



Firewise USA® CIREWISE USA

Residents reducing wildfire risks




* Showline Community
Club

Peaceful Valley

 River Farm

NFPA

FIREWISE USA
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Firewise. org
Nationally Recognized
Participating Site

Firewise.org

« Lummi Island Scenic
Estates
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* North Cascades
Institute (ELC)




2023 Accomplishments

hazardous fuels
reduction project

54 tons

material chipped




2023 Accomplishments

1 1 Free Workshop

. June 7th, 4-8pm

communities
assisted with
wildfire planning River Farm

Biochar Demonstration

e ffo rt S Space is limited - email aknauf@whatcomcd.org to register!

Event Details: Prsented By:
* Wednesday, June 7th * Kulshan Carbon Trust
* 4pm-8pm * Whatcom Conservation District

* Drop in anytime! * River Farm




ENGAGING
PARTNERS

SHARED EXPERTISE
COLLABORATION
SHARED LESSONS






Proclamation
WHEREAS, wildfires increasingly pose a threat to homes and communities throughout
Washington State as more people are moving into the wildland areas; and

WHEREAS, most wildfires in Western Washington are human caused; and

WHEREAS, Western Washington is becoming increasingly susceptible to wildfire with
increasing temperatures, decreasing summer rain, and earlier snowmelt; and this has
elevated the need for wildfire prevention and preparedness at both the community and
individual homeowner levels; and

WHEREAS, Whatcom County residents must be encouraged to move from the expectation of

being protected from wildfire to the understanding that they must be prepared to survive
wildfire and work together to prepare their homes and community to survive wildfire; and

WHEREAS, when whole communities implement appropriate pre-fire activities they improve
the survivability of their individual homes and community during wildfire; and

WHEREAS, local, state and federal agencies and organizations are working together in
Whatcom County to increase awareness of wildfires.

NOW, THEREFORE, do |, Satpal Singh Sidhu, Whatcom County Executive, hereby proclaim
the month of May to be:

Wildfire Awareness Month
in Whatcom County, as a means for education and a call for residents of Whatcom County to
act to reduce the wildfire threat to their homes and help our community move toward

becoming more fire-adapted.

Signed this ZZ’J day of March, 2021
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Community Wildfire Resilience Program
Funding 2024

Whatcom County
$40,000

WA State Conservation Commission
44%

$120,000
City of Bellingham

$66,000

Skagit County Title Il
$45,000
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