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Long Range Plan 

Community Wildfire Risk 
Reduction Program

Natural Resource Priority Program Area

Climate Resiliency & Preparedness:

• Improve climate resiliency through carbon sequestration and 
carbon emissions reduction practices

• Promote forest health, integrity, and stewardship on Non-
Industrial Private Forest lands

• Increase implementation of wildfire risk reduction practices

• Increase implementation of water use efficiency practices to 
address water management concerns

• Assist working land managers with preparing for and adapting 
to extreme weather events and changing climate conditions



Long Range Plan 

Community Wildfire Risk 
Reduction Program

Goal: Increase implementation of wildfire risk reduction 
practices

Desired Outcome: Reduced wildfire-associated loses (acres and 
structures) in the Wildland Urban Interface (WUI)

Priority Actions:

• Promote fire resiliency (and associated benefits) through 
direct marketing and partnerships

• Provide fire risk management services through marketing, 
direct services, and partnerships

• Conduct community risk management trainings and fuels 
reduction events, including community chipping events

• Increase delivery of fire resiliency services in the WUI

• Work with audiences in underserved/not yet-served 
communities



Long Range Plan 

Community Wildfire Risk 
Reduction Program

Programmatic Measurable Result 
Objective: 

• Facilitate 5 community presentations

• Conduct 30 individual wildfire risk assessments, 
create an evaluation methodology to determine 
implementation of recommendations

• Perform risk reduction trainings and assistance for 3 
communities

• Conduct 5 fuels reduction projects 

• Secure local/state/federal funding

• Conduct mapping of current audiences served and 
build comprehensive understanding of all audiences



Wildfire Risk 

Reduction in 

Whatcom County



Wildfire risk is 

INCREASING 

in Western 
Washington









7
wildfire 

preparedness 
presentations

2023 Accomplishments







2023 Accomplishments

54 

landowner wildfire 
risk assessments 

and plans





Firewise USA® 



• Snowline Community 
Club

• Peaceful Valley

• River Farm

• Clarks Point

• Lummi Island Scenic 
Estates

• North Cascades 
Institute (ELC)



4
hazardous fuels 

reduction project

54 tons 
material chipped

2023 Accomplishments



11
communities 
assisted with 

wildfire planning 
efforts

2023 Accomplishments







MAY IS 
WILDFIRE 

AWARENESS 
MONTH



Community Wildfire Resilience Program 
Funding 2024

WA State Conservation Commission
$120,000

44%

15%

Whatcom County
$40,000

17%

Skagit County Title III
$45,000

City of Bellingham
$66,000

24%
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