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July 6, 2021 
 
Carolyn Mason, Regional Director  
Lifeline Connections 
4120 Meridian St. Ste. 220  
Bellingham, WA 98226 
 
Dear Ms. Mason: 
 
On September 9, 2020, the Whatcom County Council appointed you to the Criminal 
Justice Treatment Account Panel representing a substance use disorder treatment 
agency.  On June 29, 2021, the Council confirmed your appointment and established a 
term ending date of January 31, 2024. I'd like to extend my congratulations, as well as 
my thanks.  Your interest in serving on the Panel is much appreciated.   
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
Barry Buchanan 
Council Chair 
 
c: Dana Brown-Davis, Clerk of the Council 
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TO: Whatcom County Board and Committee Members 
 
SUBJ: Open Public Meetings, Records, and Training Requirements 
 
 
According to Washington State Statute, Whatcom County Board, Commission, and Committee 
members are required to comply with the State Open Government Training Act.   
 
The goals of the law are to improve trust in government and to help reduce liability through 
compliance and education about the principles of open government. State law requires 
training no later than 90 days after the oath of office or assumption of duties.  A 
“refresher” training session is required at intervals of no more than four years to cover any 
updates on the laws.  (RCW 42.30.205) Open Public Meeting Act (RCW 42.30) 
 
Training options: 

1. Training is available online at the State Attorney General’s Open Government Training 
website at https://www.atg.wa.gov/lesson-3-open-public-meetings-act-rcw-4230.  
-OR- 

2. Upon request, the County Council staff can email or send you the State’s training 
presentation document. Contact the Council Office at jnixon@co.whatcom.wa.us or 360-
778-5010. 

 
To complete the training requirement online: 

1. View the video or presentation from the State Auditor website 
2. Sign and complete the attached training certificate 
3. Within 90 days, return the certificate to your committee’s staff facilitator or the County 

Council office. You may mail it to the Council Office at: 
Attn: Jill Nixon 

Whatcom County Council Office 
311 Grand Avenue, Suite 105 

Bellingham, WA 98225 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.atg.wa.gov/lesson-3-open-public-meetings-act-rcw-4230
mailto:jnixon@co.whatcom.wa.us


 

 

 

(Name)______________________________________________________ 

Completed the following training: 

□Open Public Records Act Training (RCW 42.56) 
□Open Public Meetings Act Training (RCW 42.30) 
 
Date Training Received: _________________________ 
 
Committee: _______________________________________________ ____  
 
Format:  Online Training (including webinars) OR Presentation Handouts 
 
 
 

I hereby certify that I received this training:__________________________________________________________  
Signature &  Position or Title 

CERTIFICATE OF TRAINING 
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