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WHATCOM COUNTY
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

Joseph P. Rutan, P. E.

County Engineer/Assistant Director
322 N. Commercial Street, Ste 301
Bellingham, WA 98225-4042

Phone: (360) 778-6210

Fax: (360) 778-6211

Jon Hutchings
Director

Memorandum

To: The Honorable Jack Louws, Whatcom County Executive and
The Honorable Members of the Whatcom County Council

Through: Jon Hutchings, Director 71#

From: Joseph P. Rutan, P.E., County Engineer/Assistant Director4/ s

Date: March 27,2018

Re: Ordinance creating a “Golf Cart Zone” on certain roads in the Birch Bay
area

Requested Action

At the request of the Whatcom County Council Public Works Committee, the Public Works
Department respectfully submits the attached ordinance to create a “Golf Cart Zone” on certain
roads in the Birch Bay area.

Background and Purpose

The Whatcom County Council Public Works Committee met on 11/21/2017 to discuss the
creation of a golf cart zone in Birch Bay. The Birch Bay Chamber of Commerce President, Mr.
Billy Brown, spoke in favor of the creation of a golf cart zone. The Committee directed the
Public Works Department to coordinate with the Whatcom County Sheriff to develop an
ordinance for the creation of a golf cart zone in Birch Bay.

Information
Creation of golf cart zones is allowed per RCW 46.08.175 while “golf carts” are defined under
RCW 46.04.1945, see attached.

Please contact Joe Rutan at extension 6219 with any questions regarding this ordinance.



3/21/2018 RCW 46.08.175: Golf cart zones.
RCW 46.08.175

Golf cart zones.

(1) The legislative authority of a city or county may by ordinance or resolution create a golf cart zone, for the
purposes of permitting the incidental operation of golf carts, as defined in RCW 46.04.1945, upon a street or highway
of this state having a speed limit of twenty-five miles per hour or less.

(2) Every person operating a golf cart as authorized under this section is granted all rights and is subject to all
duties applicable to the driver of a vehicle under chapter 46.61 RCW.

(3) Every person operating a golf cart as authorized under this section must be at least sixteen years of age and
must have completed a driver education course or have previous experience driving as a licensed driver.

(4) A person who has a revoked license under RCW 46.20.285 may not operate a golf cart as authorized under
this section. .

(5) The legislative authority of a city or county may prohibit any person from operating a golf cart as authorized
under this section at any time from a half hour after sunset to a half hour before sunrise.

(6) The legislative authority of a city or county may require a decal or other identifying device to be displayed on
golf carts authorized on the streets and highways of this state under this section. The city or county may charge a fee
for the decal or other identifying device.

(7) The legislative authority of a city or county may prohibit the operation of golf carts in designated bicycle lanes
that are within a golf cart zone.

(8) Golf carts must be equipped with reflectors, seat belts, and rearview mirrors when operated upon streets and
highways as authorized under this section.

(9) A city or county that creates a golf cart zone under this section must clearly identify the zone by placing
signage at the beginning and end of the golf cart zone on a street or road that is part of the golf cart zone. The
signage must be in compliance with the department of transportation’s manual on uniform traffic control devices for
streets and highways.

(10) Accidents that involve golf carts operated upon streets and highways as authorized under this section must
be recorded and tracked in compliance with chapter 46.52 RCW. The accident report must indicate that a golf cart
operating within a golf cart zone is involved in the accident.

[2010 c 217 § 4]

3/21/2018 RCW 46.04.1945: Golf cart.

RCW 46.04.1945

Golf cart.

"Golf cart" means a gas-powered or electric-powered four-wheeled vehicle originally designed and manufactured
for operation on a golf course for sporting purposes and has a speed attainable in one mile of not more than twenty
miles per hour. A golf cart is not a nonhighway vehicle or off-road vehicle as defined in RCW 46.04.365.

[2011 ¢ 171 §12; 2010 ¢ 217 § 3]

NOTES:

Intent—Effective date—2011 ¢ 171: See notes following RCW 4.24.210.
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PROPOSED BY: _Public Works - Engineering
INTRODUCTION DATE:

ORDINANCE NO.

CREATING A “GOLF CART ZONE” ON CERTAIN ROADS IN THE BIRCH BAY AREA

WHEREAS, Birch Bay area residents have requested to operate golf carts in the
Birch Bay area; and

WHEREAS, RCW 46.08.175 allows for creation of golf cart zones: and

WHEREAS, the Birch Bay Chamber of Commerce supports the creation of a golf
cart zone in the Birch Bay area; and

WHEREAS, the speed limit on all the roads in the proposed Golf Cart Zone are
25 mph or less; and

WHEREAS, operators of golf carts shall be licensed motor vehicle operators as
required by RCW 46.20.001.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Whatcom County Council that a
Golf Cart Zone is hereby created as shown on the attached Exhibit A, Exhibit B, Exhibit
C, and Exhibit D;

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that the County Engineer is hereby directed to
install the appropriate signs; and

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that the Sheriff's Department be provided a copy
of this ordinance.

ADOPTED this day of , 2018.

WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL

ATTEST: WHATCOM COUNTY, WASHINGTON
Dana Brown-Davis, Council Clerk Rud Browne, Council Chair
APPROVED AS TO FORM: () Approved () Denied
CivikDeputy Prosecutor Jack Louws, Executive

Date:
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