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Semi-Annual Budget Report 

 The Whatcom County Medical Examiner’s Office has been operated by Hunt Forensics, PLLC since 

January 2022 to present date. We operate in accordance with RCW 68.50.010, which requires the 

Medical Examiner’s Office to take jurisdiction on cases including all deceased persons who come to their 

death suddenly when in apparent good health without medical attendance within the thirty-six hours 

preceding death; or where the circumstances of death indicate death was caused by unnatural or 

unlawful means; or where death occurs under suspicious circumstances; or where a coroner's autopsy or 

postmortem or coroner's inquest is to be held; or where death results from unknown or obscure causes, 

or where death occurs within one year following an accident; or where the death is caused by any 

violence whatsoever, or where death results from a known or suspected abortion; whether self-induced 

or otherwise; where death apparently results from drowning, hanging, burns, electrocution, gunshot 

wounds, stabs or cuts, lightning, starvation, radiation, exposure, alcoholism, narcotics or other 

addictions, tetanus, strangulations, suffocation or smothering; or where death is due to premature birth 

or still birth; or where death is due to a violent contagious disease or suspected contagious disease which 

may be a public health hazard; or where death results from alleged rape, carnal knowledge or sodomy, 

where death occurs in a jail or prison; where a body is found dead or is not claimed by relatives or 

friends. 

From January 1, 2022, to present, the Medical Examiner’s Office received 372 reports of death, 

performed 200 Forensic Death Investigations, and responded to 122 scenes.  The Forensic Pathologist 

has completed 118 postmortem examinations (81 autopsies and 45 external examinations).  

The case load is significantly larger than reported in previous years.  This is due to the Medical 

Examiner’s Office investigating cases properly and thoroughly and accepting jurisdiction for all cases, as 

required by law, and current medicolegal death investigation standards.  Each case that falls under the 

jurisdiction of the Medical Examiner is fully investigated.  Cases may require a full autopsy, external 

examination, or a medical record review.   

The total budget provided to Hunt Forensics, PLLC, for 2022 year was $588,400.00.  This calculation was 

proposed in accordance with the numbers provided in annual reports from the previous administration.  

The budget proposed included payment for on-call investigators, a part-time autopsy technician, one 

part-time office staff, an operations manager, and a forensic pathologist.  

Numbers reported for 2021 were posted as follows: 

“During 2021 the Whatcom County Medical Examiner’s Office assumed jurisdiction in 168 death 

investigations that involved forensic autopsies, toxicological examinations, viewing and summary 

reporting. In addition, 280 other additional cases were reported and investigated, and no jurisdiction 

was assumed(NJA)”. 
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Between January 1, 2022 - June 30, 2022, under the direction of Dr. Allison Hunt, the Whatcom County 

Medical Examiner’s Office had 372 deaths reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office. Two-hundred 

cases were fully investigated with 122 requiring a scene response and 119 requiring a form of 

postmortem examination (complete autopsy, partial autopsy or dictated external examination).  The 

distribution of cases is listed below:  

Natural 214 

Accident 98 

Suicide 27 

Homicide 5 

Undetermined 8 (skeletal remains) 

Pending  20 

The numbers above are representative of only half of the calendar year.  2022 numbers are markedly 

greater than previous years.  This is, in part, secondary to under-reporting from the hospital and law 

enforcement, which has since been addressed.  The current policy, following RCWs and HIPAA laws that 

govern our office, is that every case is fully investigated to determine jurisdiction.  Also, a scene 

investigation, where required, will be performed.  Autopsy numbers have also increased in accordance 

with following the NAME Autopsy Standards.   

2021 BUDGET: 

 Transportation $15,000.00 for transportation of decedents from scenes to the Medical Examiner’s 

Office ($200.00 per case for transportation; body bag for the decedent). 

Professional Services $20,000.00 for Professional Services (X-Ray, toxicology, biohazard waste disposal, 

histology processing, and miscellaneous laboratory (for example, COVID-19 testing or viral/bacterial 

cultures). 

Office Supplies and Postage $2,400.00 for general office supplies and mail:  including postage for the 

toxicology samples and medical laboratories tissue samples; reports to Law Enforcement of Jurisdiction 

and Families, per their request.  

Operating Supplies $12,000.00 for specimen collection tubes, histology processing (formalin and 

neutralizer), personal protective equipment, biohazard bags, specimen transport bags, viscera bags, 

evidence collection paper, boxes, tools, body bags, shrouds, integrity seals, autopsy tools, cleaning 

supplies. 
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Year-to-date (January 1, 2022, - June 30, 2022) expenditures for the Medical Examiner’s Office:   

Transportation:    $17,500.00  

Professional Services:    $24,200 

Office Supply and Postage:   $3,358.00 

Operating Supplies:    $13,870.00 

 

The Medical Examiner’s Office is seeking to replenish the line budget for the remainder of the fiscal year 

(July 1, 2022 - December 31, 2022) as follows: 

Transportation:    $17,222.50*     ($2,870.42 per month) 

*(Or utilize a fleet van not in use by the county) 

Professional Services:     $24,200     ($4,033.33 per month) 

Office Supply and Postage:    $3,358.00       ($800.00 per month) 

Operating Supplies:     $13,870.00       ($2,311.67 per month) 

Small tools and PPE:   $3000.00 

 

Thus far, we have transferred $2,500.00 (to Operating Supplies),  $1,500.00 (to Office Supplies and 

Postage), and $5,000.00 (to Transport) from Funeral Home Services.  Leaving a negative balance of           

-$5,218.27. 

 

Regarding salaries and personnel for the remainder of 2022, the Medical Examiner’s office is requesting 

one lead investigator (from on-call status to full-time status with benefits), one full-time autopsy 

technician (from part-time status), and one, as-needed, autopsy technician to assist with photography, 

evidence and property management, data entry, and clean-up.  The salaries or costs are listed as 

follows: 

Lead Investigator (Full-time):    $76,612.74 plus benefits 

Autopsy Technician (Full-time):   $69,852.80 

Autopsy Technician Assistant (as needed):    $17,680.00, no benefits 
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Revenue: 

Bi-annual autopsy reimbursement from the state is expected as follows: 

Adult:     $47,845.20. 

Child/Infant:    $1,250.00 

Medical Examiner pay:   $37,500.00 

 

Grants: 

The office submitted a proposal requesting a portion of funds from the Coverdell Grant, which is 

awarded by the Washington State Patrol. We were awarded $34,970.71 for a new x-ray machine for the 

Medical Examiner’s Office. 

 

 

 

 

 














