
WHATCOM COUNTY 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

AGENDA 
Friday, April 15, 2022 

Virtual Meeting  
2:00 PM 

 

Previous Meeting Minutes:  Pgs. 1-2 

May 5, 2021  

 
New Business:  

 
Item A – Pages 3-17 (Map pg3) 
County Executive – Recommendation for Whatcom County owned real property known as 1000 and 
1010 North Forest Street, tax parcel number 380331-147557-0000 and 380331-152513-0000, to be 
declared surplus to County needs and disposed of in a manner consistent with WCC 1.10.270 and 
1.10.340.  
 
Parcel Number 380331-147557-0000 PID 76988 and 380331-152513-0000 PID 77006 
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WHATCOM COUNTY 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

 

COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES                                                          May 5, 2021 
 
Steve called the meeting to order at 10:34 am. 
 
A quorum existed with the following in attendance: 

 
o Satpal Sidhu, County Executive 
o Tyler Schroeder, Deputy Executive 
o Michael McFarlane, Director, Parks & Recreation 
o Denise Smith, Administrative Supervisor, Planning & Development Services 
o Christopher Quinn, Senior Deputy, Prosecuting Attorney’s Office 
o Royce Buckingham, Senior Deputy, Prosecuting Attorney’s Office 
o Andrew Hester, Real Estate Coordinator, Public Works 
o Brad Bennett, Finance Manager 
o Steven Oliver, Treasurer 
o Karen Thomas, Chief Deputy Treasurer 
o Jami King, Revenue Deputy & Secretary for the Committee 
 

Previous Meeting Minutes: 

February 10, 2021 

  Steve motioned to approve the minutes from February 10, 2021 as written. 
  Andrew seconded the motion. 
  Voted and approved: 10-0. 

 
Old Business: 
 

None  
 
  
New Business: 
 

Item A – Application to purchase WC tax title property at Paradise Lakes Country Club – Parcel 
Number 400522-305071-0000 PID 143073 

 
 This property was discussed at the January 27, 2020 PMC meeting. James Jerro has since 
 withdrawn his application to purchase the property. It was also discussed at the February 10, 2021 
 PMC meeting. The committee wanted additional input from Planning & Development and time to 
 develop a strategy for moving forward because there is an unpermitted, illegal structure on the 
 property.  
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 The committee discussed strategies for placing conditions on the sale. What if the current 
 applicant to purchase, Pier Boersma, an adjacent property owner (PID 143088,) is the winning 
 bidder? Topics included a possible covenant to bind clause as a condition of sale, and ensuring the 
 legal permitting of the structure as an accessory. What if someone else is the winning bidder? The 
 need for an Innocent Purchaser Affidavit was discussed, so that a purchaser cannot claim the lot is 
 buildable, when it is not. The illegal structure would need to be demolished or moved within 180  days 
 of sale. 
 
 A sale by public auction is required, as there could be multiple parties interested in purchasing this 
 property. Conditions for a direct sale by negotiation do not necessarily apply. 
 
  Tyler motioned to recommend to the County Council that the property be offered for sale by   
  public auction subject to restrictive covenant to bind if sold to the adjacent property owner or the  
  required signing an Innocent Purchaser Affidavit if not sold to Pier Boersma. 
  Steve seconded the motion. 
  Voted and approved: 10-0. 
 

Item B – Discussion to recommend transfer of Little Squalicum Park parcels to the City of 
Bellingham for park purposes – Parcel Numbers 380223-473219-0000 PID 50142 and 380223-
420211-0000 PID 50069 

 
 These parcels are adjacent to city held parcels. This area is part of the Oeser Superfund site, 
 and it was discovered that a previous landfill was located here. Some contamination still exits, 
 but will naturally continue to improve over time. The City of Bellingham has a long-term lease. 
 They have made improvements on the site. There is an estuary project by Shoreline. 
 
 The City has approached the County about the transfer. It is cumbersome for two 
 entities to maintain the properties together. Note the county cannot escape future 
 liabilities. 

 
  Michael motioned the committee recommend to the County Council to proceed with transfer of   
  these properties to the City of Bellingham, subject to future and existing considerations. 
  Chris seconded the motion.   
  Voted and approved: 10-0.  

 
  

 
 
Other Business: 
 
NONE 

Meeting Adjourned: 10:58 a.m. 
 Refer to recording for full discussion. 
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Item A – Pages 3-17 (Map pg3) 
County Executive – Recommendation for Whatcom County owned real property known as 1000 and 
1010 North Forest Street, tax parcel number 3803311475570000 and 3803311525130000, to be declared 
surplus to County needs and disposed of in a manner consistent with WCC 1.10.270 and 1.10.340.  
 
Parcel Number 380331 147557 0000 PID 76988 and 380331 152513 0000 PID 77006 
 

Whatcom Tax Parcel Map 

 
  
Parcel Number 380331 147557 0000 PID 76988  
Legal Desc: NEW WHATCOM LOTS 7-8 BLK 80 
Situs: 1000 N FOREST ST, BELLINGHAM WA 
 
Parcel Number 380331 152513 0000 PID 77006 
Legal Desc: NEW WHATCOM LOT 6 BLK 80 
Situs: 1010 N FOREST ST, BELLINGHAM WA 
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