






condition of the land is in full compliance with the Whatcom County Code; and 

WHEREAS, RCW 36.70A.570 of the GMA requires the County to adopt development 
regulations that protect public resources, are consistent with or supplement the County's 
critical areas regulations, require appropriate approvals for all phases of the conversion of 
forest lands, including clearing and grading, and are guided by the planning goals of the 
GMA and by the purposes and policies of the Forest Practices act when the County assumes 
regulation of forest practices as described in RCW 76.09.240; and 

WHEREAS, on March 15, 2022, the Whatcom County Forestry Advisory 
Committee reviewed the proposed amendment; and 

WHEREAS, notice of the Whatcom County Planning Commission hearing on the 
proposed amendment was published in the Bellingham Herald on March 11, 2022; and 

WHEREAS, the Whatcom County Planning Commission held a work session on the 
proposed amendment; and 

WHEREAS, the Whatcom County Planning Commission held a public hearing on the 
proposed amendment and considered all testimony on March 24, 2022; and 

WHEREAS, the Whatcom County Planning Commission forwarded its findings and 
reasons for action to the County Council; and 

WHEREAS, the Whatcom County Council has reviewed the Planning 
Commission recommendation; and 

WHEREAS, the Whatcom County Council held a work session in the Climate Action 
and Natural Resources Committee on ____ ; and 

WHEREAS, the Whatcom County Council held a public hearing on the 
proposed amendment and considered all testimony on _____ ; and 

WHEREAS, the Whatcom County Council hereby adopts the following 
findings of fact and conclusions: 

FINDINGS 

1. An application for zoning code amendments was received by Whatcom
County on October 19, 2021

2. The proposed amendments were docketed by the Whatcom County Council on 
March 8, 2022 

3. A determination of non-significance (DNS) was issued under the State
Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) on February 14, 2022. The associated
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