
November Atmospheric River Briefing
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Latest

• 1968 homes reported damages, minor, major and destroyed.  
• Temporary housing site continues in hotels for an average of 

100 persons (50 rooms) per day.
• Public Assistance was approved
• Over 1300 applicants for FEMA Individual Assistance (Ends 

March 7)
• 20+ Community Partners Supporting recovery
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Damage Estimates Grow
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Flood Recovery Task Force
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$7,500,000 Individual Assistance
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Extent Of Flooding
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Average Payouts
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County-Wide
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Climate Change - Threats and Impacts Increasing

• Whatcom County is experiencing regular and increasingly impactful 
Climate Disasters (2021 Flood, Coastal Flooding, Heat Wave, Winter 
Storms);

• Whatcom County response systems are built on 1980’s realities;
• While we wait for studies, expert analysis, mitigation, and world-

wide modifications, Whatcom County must embrace the reality 
that our ability to respond rapidly and effectively has to improve 
with the addition of a basic staffing level to meet the threats and 
impacts.
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Sumas
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EOC Incident Management Team

• During emergency operations, the EOC has been at best only 
50% staffed to the necessary level for response;

• Whatcom County needs to require in-person departmental 
participation in the EOC when a Proclamation of Emergency is 
issued;

• Personnel assigned by their departments must be granted the 
necessary time for annual training and exercising.
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Everson
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Swift Water Rescue Team

• Whatcom County must have a basic Swift Water Rescue 
capability.

• Whatcom County SAR would store, maintain and operate the 
boats;

• The Swift Water Teams would be comprised of SAR, Sheriff 
Marine Unit and Fire Department personnel.

• The Swift Water Teams must meet NFPA standards and be 
equipped with correct gear.
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Ferndale
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Warning / Public Information & External Affairs

• The dissemination of warning information within Whatcom County 
is divided among multiple agencies and departments and must be 
consolidated and incorporated into a Joint Information Center;

• The Joint Information Center set up for any response must be 
staffed with professional PIO’s for duration of event;

• Warning / Public Information & External Affairs should be 
consolidated with all messaging going through the Joint 
Information Center operating from the Emergency Operations 
Center.
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Summary

• Whatcom County is experiencing significant impacts from 
Climate Change and we must:

– Increase staffing to plan, prepare and mitigate increasing threats;
– Consolidate and improve public warning and information;
– Build a Whatcom County Swift Water Rescue Team;
– Develop a Whatcom County Incident Management Team
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