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FOR THE FOLLOWING MEETINGS: 

 
10:15 A.M. – COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE – EXECUTIVE SESSION 

(ENDS NO LATER THAN 11:05 A.M.) 
 

11:15 A.M. – FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES COMMITTEE  
(ENDS NO LATER THAN 1 P.M.) 

 
1:45 P.M. – COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE  

(ENDS NO LATER THAN 2:45 P.M.) 
 

2:55 P.M. – PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 
(MAY BEGIN EARLIER/LATER THAN 2:55 P.M.; ENDS NO LATER THAN 5 P.M.) 

 
6 P.M. - COUNCIL  

________________________________ 
 
 

PARTICIPATE IN VIRTUAL COUNCIL MEETINGS 
 

THE COUNCIL IS CURRENTLY HOLDING ALL MEETINGS REMOTELY 
 

VIEW MEETING SCHEDULES, AGENDAS, MINUTES, VIDEOS, AND ARCHIVES AT 
WWW.WHATCOM.LEGISTAR.COM 

 
FOR INSTRUCTIONS ON HOW TO WATCH OR PARTICIPATE IN COMMITTEE AND 

COUNCIL MEETINGS, PLEASE VISIT 
WWW.WHATCOMCOUNTY.US/3415/PARTICIPATE-IN-VIRTUAL-COUNCIL-MEETINGS 

OR CONTACT THE COUNCIL OFFICE AT 360.778.5010 
 
 

file://co.whatcom.wa.us/root/DeptShare/CO/AGENDA%202020/AGENDA%20COVER%20SHEETS%202020/WWW.WHATCOM.LEGISTAR.COM
http://www.whatcomcounty.us/3415/PARTICIPATE-IN-VIRTUAL-COUNCIL-MEETINGS
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COMMITTEE AGENDAS 
 
 
COUNCIL COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE – EXECUTIVE SESSION 
10:15 A.M. TUESDAY, February 9, 2021  (ENDS NO LATER THAN 11:05 A.M.) 
Virtual Meeting 
 

Call To Order 

Roll Call  

Committee Discussion 
 
 

1. AB2021-093 Discussion of pending litigation with Civil Deputy Prosecutor George Roche re: Anderson, 
et al. v. Whatcom County, et al. US District Court Western District of WA No. 2:20-cv-
01125. [Discussion of this item may take place in executive session (closed to the public) 
pursuant to RCW 42.30.110(1)(i)] 
Page 1 

 
Items Added by Revision 

Other Business 

Adjournment 
 
 
 
 
 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
COUNCIL FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES COMMITTEE 
11:15 A.M.  TUESDAY, February 9, 2021 (ENDS NO LATER THAN 1:00 P.M.) 
Virtual Meeting 
 

Call To Order 

Roll Call 

Special Presentation 
 
 
1. AB2021-098 Presentation from RMC Architects regarding Northwest Annex Feasibility Study 

Pages 2 - 20 

 
Committee Discussion and Recommendation to Council 
 

1. AB2021-049 Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into a contract amendment 
between Whatcom County and Henry Hollander to provide facilities management and 
support services at the COVID Temporary Housing Facility in the amount of $60,000. 
Pages 21 - 39 

2. AB2021-052 Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into a contract amendment 
between Whatcom County and Lighthouse Mission Ministries to provide oversight and 
assistance at the COVID-19 Temporary Housing Facility in the amount of 
$103,088 for a total amended contract amount of $476,302 
Pages 40 - 66 
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3. AB2021-053 Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into a contract amendment 
between Whatcom County and Pacific Security to provide security services at the COVID-
19 Temporary Housing Facility in the amount of $79,425 for a total amended contract 
amount of $278,972 
Pages 67 - 87 

4. AB2021-067 Resolution cancelling uncollectible personal property taxes 
Pages 88 - 94 

5. AB2021-074 Ordinance adopting amendments to Whatcom County Code 2.66 County-Owned Vehicles 
Pages 95 - 110 

6. AB2021-079 Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into a contract amendment 
between Whatcom County and SeaMar Community Health Centers to provide oversight 
and assistance at the COVID-19 Temporary Housing Facility in the amount of $95,460 
for a total amended contract amount of $357,976 
Pages 111 - 142 

7. AB2021-080 Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into an interlocal agreement 
between Whatcom County and the United States Department of the Treasury for rental 
and utility assistance and other housing expenses, in the amount of $6,911,585 
Pages 143 - 154 

8. AB2021-087 Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into a contract between 
Whatcom County and Brown & Caldwell to conduct Phase 2 of the Lake Whatcom Total 
Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) Reassessment in the amount of $303,935 
Pages 155 - 172 

9. AB2021-091 Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into a contract amendment 
between Whatcom County and Washington State Department of Transportation in the 
amount of $2,047,063 for a total amended contract amount of $2,197,063 
Pages 173 - 182 

10. AB2021-094 Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into a contract amendment 
between Whatcom County and Crossroads Consulting to provide consulting and 
facilitation services for the COVID Employer Support Task Force, for a total amended 
contract amount of $130,000 
Pages 183 - 203 

11. AB2021-095 Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into a contract amendment 
between Whatcom County and Elizabeth Boyle Consulting to provide strategic 
coordination of the COVID Safer Stronger Together Campaign, in the amount of $45,000 
Pages 204 - 225 

 
 

Council “Consent Agenda” Items 
 

1. AB2021-066 Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into a contract amendment 
between Whatcom County and US Imaging, Inc. to extend the original contract from 
12/31/2020 to 12/31/2021 (original contract amount was $128,000 previously approved 
by Council) 
Pages 226 - 230 

2. AB2021-076 Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into a contract amendment 
between Whatcom County and Status Electrical Corporation for the purpose of Security 
Electronics and DVMS System Support & Maintenance Agreement 
Pages 231 - 275 

3. AB2021-077 Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into a contract between 
Whatcom County and Whatcom Conservation District to provide a Community Wildfire 
Risk Reduction Program in the amount of $50,000 
Pages 276 - 290 
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4. AB2021-078 Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into an interlocal agreement 
between Whatcom County and the City of Oak Harbor for Mini-Chain Services in the 
amount of $2,138 
Pages 291 - 299 

5. AB2021-081 Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into a 2-year interlocal 
agreement between Whatcom County and the City of Bellingham for Work Crew Services 
in the amount of $89,000.00 per year 
Pages 300 - 312 

6. AB2021-085 Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into a two year interlocal 
agreement between Whatcom County and South Whatcom Fire Authority for Work Crew 
Services in the amount of $1,700.00 per year 
Pages 313 - 326 

7. AB2021-090 Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into an interlocal agreement 
between Whatcom County and the City of Seattle, in the amount of $3,000 for a geodetic 
grade GPS antenna 
Pages 327 - 336 

8. AB2021-099 Request authorization for the County Executive to renew a Collective Bargaining 
Agreement between Whatcom County and General Teamsters’ Local Union 231 
Corrections Deputies and Sergeants for the period January 1, 2021 through December 
31, 2021 
Pages 337 - 341 

9. AB2021-100 Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into a Collective Bargaining 
Agreement between Whatcom County and the Washington State Nurses Association for 
the period January 1, 2021 through December 31, 2022 
Pages 342 - 382 

 

Items Added by Revision 

Other Business 

Adjournment 
 
 
 

________________________________________________ 
 
COUNCIL COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE  
1:45 P.M.  TUESDAY, February 9, 2021 (ENDS NO LATER THAN 2:45 P.M.) 
Virtual Meeting 
 

Call To Order 

Roll Call 

Committee Discussion 

 
1. AB2020-219 Discussion and update on strategies and other items related to COVID-19 (Council and 

Health Board) 
Pages 383 - 384 

2. AB2021-102 Discussion of Council appointment of Jeffrey Callender to the Business and Commerce 
Advisory Committee 
Pages 385 - 387 

 
Items Added by Revision 

Other Business 

Adjournment 
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__________________________________________________ 
 
COUNCIL PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
2:55 P.M.  TUESDAY, February 9, 2021  
(MAY BEGIN EARLIER/LATER THAN 2:55 P.M. ; ENDS NO LATER THAN 5:00 P.M.) 
Virtual Meeting 
 

Call To Order 

Roll Call 

  Committee Discussion 

 
 AB2021-097 Discussion of a proposed ordinance adopting amendments to Whatcom County  Code 

Title 15 (Buildings & Construction) to adopt by reference the 2018 editions of the 
International Building and other related codes 
Pages 388 - 431 

 
Items Added by Revision 

Other Business 

Adjournment 
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COUNCIL AGENDA 
 
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
6:00 P.M. Tuesday, February 9, 2021 
Virtual Meeting 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 

 
 

ROLL CALL 
 
FLAG SALUTE 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The Council is currently holding all meetings remotely. View meeting schedules, agendas, minutes,   
videos, and archives at www.whatcom.legistar.com. For instructions on how to watch or 
participate in  this meeting, please visit us at www.whatcomcounty.us/joinvirtualcouncil or 
contact the Council Office at 360.778.5010. 
 
The County is accepting applications from county residents to fill vacancies on several boards, 
commissions, and committees spanning a wide range of important local issues. For more 
information, visit the Boards and Commissions vacancy webpage on the County website at 
www.co.whatcom.wa.us, or call the County Council office or County Executive’s Office. 
 

 
COUNTY EXECUTIVE’S REPORT 

 

 
 MINUTES CONSENT 
 

1. MIN2021-005 Regular County Council for January 12, 2021                                      Pages 432 - 459 

2. MIN2021-006 Water Work Session for January 19, 2021                                           Pages 460 - 463 

3. MIN2021-007 Committee of the Whole Executive Session for January 26, 2021  Pages 464 - 467 
4. MIN2021-008 Committee of the Whole for January 26, 2021                                   Pages 468 - 471 
5. MIN2021-009 Regular County Council for January 26, 2021                                      Pages 472 - 488 

 
 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
To participate, please see instructions at www.whatcomcounty.us/joinvirtualcouncil or contact 
the Council Office at 360.778.5010. All speakers should state their name for the record and 
optionally include city of residence. Speakers will be given three minutes to address the Council. 
Council staff will keep track of time limits and inform speakers when they have thirty seconds 
left to conclude their comments. 
 
 
1. AB2021-051 Ordinance adopting Countywide Planning Policies relating to the Review and Evaluation 

Program (also known as Buildable Lands) and dispute resolution procedures 
Pages 489 - 497 

2. AB2021-058 Ordinance adopting the temporary installation of stop signs on Deer Trail 
Pages 498 - 500 

3. AB2021-075 Ordinance authorizing the closure of a portion of 4th Street in Custer, Washington, 
related to COVID-19 economic relief 
Pages 501 - 503 

 

http://www.whatcom.legistar.com/
http://www.whatcomcounty.us/joinvirtualcouncil
http://www.co.whatcom.wa.us/
http://www.whatcomcounty.us/joinvirtualcouncil
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OPEN SESSION  (20 MINUTES) 
To participate, please see instructions at www.whatcomcounty.us/joinvirtualcouncil or contact 
the Council Office at 360.778.5010. All speakers should state their name for the record and 
optionally include city of residence. Speakers will be given three minutes to address the Council. 
Council staff will keep track of time limits and inform speakers when they have thirty seconds 
left to conclude their comments. 
 

CONSENT AGENDA 
Items under this section of the agenda may be considered in a single motion. Councilmembers have 
received and studied background material on all items. Committee review has taken place on these 
items, as indicated. Any member of the public, administrative staff, or council may ask that an item 
be considered separately. 
 

(From Council Finance and Administrative Services Committee) 
 
1. AB2021-066 Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into a contract amendment 

between Whatcom County and US Imaging, Inc. to extend the original contract from 
12/31/2020 to 12/31/2021 (original contract amount was $128,000 previously approved 
by Council) 
Pages 226 - 230 

2. AB2021-076 Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into a contract amendment 
between Whatcom County and Status Electrical Corporation for the purpose of Security 
Electronics and DVMS System Support & Maintenance Agreement 
Pages 231 - 275 

3. AB2021-077 Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into a contract between Whatcom 
County and Whatcom Conservation District to provide a Community Wildfire Risk 
Reduction Program in the amount of $50,000 
Pages 276 - 290 

4. AB2021-078 Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into an interlocal agreement 
between Whatcom County and the City of Oak Harbor for Mini-Chain Services in the 
amount of $2,138 
Pages 291 - 299 

5. AB2021-081 Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into a 2-year interlocal 
agreement between Whatcom County and the City of Bellingham for Work Crew Services 
in the amount of $89,000.00 per year 
Pages 300 - 312 

6. AB2021-085 Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into a two year interlocal 
agreement between Whatcom County and South Whatcom Fire Authority for Work Crew 
Services in the amount of $1,700.00 per year 
Pages 313 - 326 

7. AB2021-090 Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into an interlocal agreement 
between Whatcom County and the City of Seattle, in the amount of $3,000 for a geodetic 
grade GPS antenna 
Pages 327 - 336 

8. AB2021-099 Request authorization for the County Executive to renew a Collective Bargaining 
Agreement between Whatcom County and General Teamsters’ Local Union 231 
Corrections Deputies and Sergeants for the period January 1, 2021 through December 
31, 2021 
Pages 337 - 341 

9. AB2021-100 Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into a Collective Bargaining 
Agreement between Whatcom County and the Washington State Nurses Association for 
the period January 1, 2021 through December 31, 2022 
Pages 342 - 382 

 

http://www.whatcomcounty.us/joinvirtualcouncil
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OTHER ITEMS 
 

(From Council Finance and Administrative Services Committee) 
 
1. AB2021-049 Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into a contract amendment 

between Whatcom County and Henry Hollander to provide facilities management and 
support services at the COVID Temporary Housing Facility in the amount of $60,000 
Pages 21 - 39 

2. AB2021-052 Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into a contract amendment 
between Whatcom County and Lighthouse Mission Ministries to provide oversight and 
assistance at the COVID-19 Temporary Housing Facility in the amount of 
$103,088 for a total amended contract amount of $476,302 
Pages 40 - 66 

3. AB2021-053 Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into a contract amendment 
between Whatcom County and Pacific Security to provide security services at the COVID-
19 Temporary Housing Facility in the amount of $79,425 for a total amended contract 
amount of $278,972 
Pages 67 - 87 

4. AB2021-067 Resolution cancelling uncollectible personal property taxes 
Pages 88 - 94 

5. AB2021-074 Ordinance adopting amendments to Whatcom County Code 2.66 County-Owned Vehicles 
Pages 95 - 110 

6. AB2021-079 Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into a contract amendment 
between Whatcom County and SeaMar Community Health Centers to provide oversight 
and assistance at the COVID-19 Temporary Housing Facility in the amount of $95,460 
for a total amended contract amount of $357,976 
Pages 111 - 142 

7. AB2021-080 Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into an interlocal agreement 
between Whatcom County and the United States Department of the Treasury for rental 
and utility assistance and other housing expenses, in the amount of $6,911,585 
Pages 143 - 154 

8. AB2021-087 Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into a contract between Whatcom 
County and Brown & Caldwell to conduct Phase 2 of the Lake Whatcom Total Maximum 
Daily Load (TMDL) Reassessment in the amount of $303,935 
Pages 155 - 172 
 

9. AB2021-091 Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into a contract amendment 
between Whatcom County and Washington State Department of Transportation in the 
amount of $2,047,063 for a total amended contract amount of $2,197,063 
Pages 173 - 182 

10. AB2021-094 Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into a contract amendment 
between Whatcom County and Crossroads Consulting to provide consulting and 
facilitation services for the COVID Employer Support Task Force, for a total amended 
contract amount of $130,000 
Pages 183 - 203 

11. AB2021-095 Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into a contract amendment 
between Whatcom County and Elizabeth Boyle Consulting to provide strategic 
coordination of the COVID Safer Stronger Together Campaign, in the amount of $45,000 
Pages 204 - 225 
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COUNCIL APPOINTMENTS TO BOARDS, COMMISSIONS, AND COMMITTEES 
 
1. AB2021-031 Council appointment to fill vacancies on the Business & Commerce Advisory Committee 

- Applicant(s): Brad Rader 
Pages 504 - 507 

2. AB2021-040 Council appointment to fill vacancies on the Portage Bay Shellfish Protection District 
Advisory Committee - Applicant(s): Dorie Belisle 
Pages 508 - 511 

3. AB2021-043 Council appointment to fill vacancies on the Solid Waste Advisory Committee - 
Applicant(s): Brandi Hutton 
Pages 512 - 516 

4. AB2021-084 Council appointment to fill vacancies on the Noxious Weed Control Board - Applicant(s): 
Dale Yoder and Alexander Vondrell 
Pages 517 - 525 

 
 
 
 
 

ITEMS ADDED BY REVISION 
 
 
 
INTRODUCTION ITEMS 

 

Council action will not be taken. The council may accept these items for introduction (no action) in a 
single motion. Changes, in terms of committee assignment for example, may be made at this time. 

 

1. AB2021-092 Ordinance amending the 2021 Whatcom County Budget, request no. 3, in the amount of 
$7,854,280 
Pages 526 - 543 

2. AB2021-096 Ordinance adopting amendments to Whatcom County Code Title 15 (Buildings & 
Construction) to adopt by reference the 2018 Editions of the International Building and 
other associated codes 
Pages 544 - 587 

 

 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS, OTHER ITEMS, AND COUNCILMEMBER UPDATES  

ADJOURN 
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(360) 778-5010
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1AB2021-093 Status: Agenda ReadyFile ID: Version:

TAdrian@co.whatcom.wa.us01/28/2021File Created: Entered by:
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Attorney's Office

Department: File Type:
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Primary Contact Email:    tadrian@co.whatcom.wa.us

TITLE FOR AGENDA ITEM:

Discussion of pending litigation with Civil Deputy Prosecutor George Roche re: Anderson, et al. v. 

Whatcom County, et al. US District Court Western District of WA No. 2:20-cv-01125.  [Discussion 

of this item may take place in executive session (closed to the public) pursuant to RCW 42.30.110(1)

(i)] 

SUMMARY STATEMENT OR LEGAL NOTICE LANGUAGE:

Discussion of pending litigation with Civil Deputy Prosecutor George Roche re: Anderson, et al. v. 

Whatcom County, et al.  US District Court Western District of WA No. 2:20-cv-01125.  [Discussion 

of this item may take place in executive session (closed to the public) pursuant to RCW 42.30.110(1)

(i)]

HISTORY OF LEGISLATIVE FILE

Action:  Sent To:  Date:  Acting Body:  
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Department: File Type:
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TITLE FOR AGENDA ITEM:

Presentation from RMC Architects regarding Northwest Annex Feasiblity Study

SUMMARY STATEMENT OR LEGAL NOTICE LANGUAGE:

RMC Architects was selected to perform the feasibility study for the potential redevelopment of the 

Northwest Annex Campus.  A contract was drafted and approved by Council on June 16, 2020.  The 

site has a 100+ year old building that currently houses Planning, Permitting and some Public Works 

functions. The study will include preliminary architectural design of the proposed master plan, 

preliminary floor plans, construction methodology and type, cost estimating and development of a 

preliminary budget for construction and implementation of the plan

HISTORY OF LEGISLATIVE FILE

Action:  Sent To:  Date:  Acting Body:  

Attachments: Staff Memo, Proposed next steps, Feasibility study
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MEMORANDUM 
 

TO:  Satpal Singh Sidhu, County Executive 
 
FROM:  Rob Ney, Project & Operations Manager 
 
RE: Northwest Annex Feasibility Study Update 
 
DATE:  January 27, 2021 

 

 
 
 Background and Purpose 
 
In April 2020, Whatcom County Council unanimously approved an ordinance providing 
funding to explore the redevelopment options for the Northwest Annex site. 
 
RMC Architects was selected to perform the feasibility study for the potential 
redevelopment of the Northwest Annex Campus.  A contract was drafted and Approved 
by Council on June 16, 2020.  The site has a 100+ year old building that currently houses 
Planning, Permitting and some Public Works functions. The building, previously a Care 
Facility, was purchased and remodeled in the early 1990’s and is dilapidated beyond 
feasible repair. The study will include preliminary architectural design of the proposed 
master plan, preliminary floor plans, construction methodology and type, cost estimating 
and development of a preliminary budget for construction and implementation of the 
plan.   
 
 Results of Study 
 

RMC will present their findings at the February 9th Finance Committee.  Facilities will be 
present as well to answer Council questions regarding the process and next steps.  
 

  

WHATCOM COUNTY 

ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES 
Whatcom County Courthouse 

311 Grand Ave, Suite 108 
Bellingham, WA 98225-4083 

 

 
 

 FACILITIES MANAGEMENT 

3720 Williamson Way 
Bellingham, WA 98226-9156 

Phone: (360) 778-5360 
Fax:  (360) 778-5361 

Facilities@co.whatcom.wa.us 

  
ROB NEY 

Project & Operations Manager 
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 Possible Next Steps 
 

The following are a list of options that the Council may direct staff to implement: 

 

1. Bring forward for Council approval consideration of budget authority to further 
refine the design, including some tenant improvement development and further 
civil engineering design and feasibility.   Roughly $30,000.  This would be the 
incremental approach. 

2. Bring forward for Council approval for consideration of budget authority to 
complete the design segment of the project (Core and Shell only), including 
architectural and engineering, as well as other consulting services to prepare an 
entire construction bid set, ready to permit.  RMC has estimated this at 15% of 
construction costs, or roughly $3,420,000 (40,000 sf x $570/ft=$22.8 mm x 15%= 
$3,420,000). 

3. Do nothing at this time and wait for further federal matching funds.  The concern 
by staff with this approach is that we would be behind in the development of plans 
and less likely to be considered “shovel ready” for federal funding or matching 
funding. 

 
Please contact Rob Ney at extension 5365, if you have any questions regarding this 
information. 
 
Enclosures 
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Rob Ney 

Whatcom County Facilities 26 January 2021 

NW Annex Redevelopment   

RMC #2022 X 

Brad Cornwell  

Additional/Next Steps     

 

 

Rob: 
 
Attached are several proposed tasks with descriptions for your selection to further advance the project. 
 
Please advise what is most critical for your needs.  
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A. RECONFIRM COUNTY PROGRAM NEEDS 
• Facilitate remote meeting sessions with Senior Department Leadership (PDS, PW, Health 

(Environmental Services), Sheriff) to update 2015 program needs 
• Update the 2015 project’s Program spreadsheets 
• Update proximities/adjacency diagrams 
• Confirm Department preferences for adjacencies  
*SERVICES FEE ALLOWANCE: $6,000 (RMC) 

 
B. ADVANCE CONCEPT DESIGN DIAGRAMS 

• Update the 2020 concept designs to better reflect programming inputs 
• Create a minimum of (2) Alternates for respective Departmental Review 
• Summarize into a preferred concept design 
*SERVICES FEE ALLOWANCE: $5,000 (RMC) 

 
C. VEST/REGISTER PROJECT WITH USGBC 

• Update projected criteria point list (Silver Certification minimum) 
• Submit project registration to “claim” current v.4 LEED criteria 
*SERVICES FEE ALLOWANCE: $4,000 (RMC) 
  (Note USGBC registration fee to be paid direct by County or as Reimbursable separate from Fee) 

 
D. “ADVANCE” PERMITTING SCOPING 

• Coordinate with PDS for anticipated permitting pathway 
• Develop a permitting schedule for Client use and scheduling  
• Develop a more defined strategy for addressing onsite critical areas (wetlands) 
• Prep a ‘DRAFT’ SEPA form to identify likely key issues 
• Submit/apply for a SEPA determination (if desired)  
*SERVICES FEE ALLOWANCE: $4,000 (RMC); plus $5,000 (PSE)  

 
E. DOCUMENTATION OF EXISTING P.D.S BUILDING (FOR USE WITH DAHP) 

• Contact Washington State Department of Archaeology & Historic Preservation (DAHP) to verify 
the review process and minimum documentation efforts 

• Gather existing available documentation – historic/original and subsequent remodels) 
• (1) Field visit to confirm existing conditions 
• Photo record exterior building conditions 
• Photo record interior building conditions 
• Research to create a brief history of the building 
• Bundle into a short report with associated graphics 
*SERVICES FEE ALLOWANCE: $8,000 (RMC) 

 
 
RMC proposes to work hourly towards any of these services at attached 2021 Hourly Rates.  
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2021 RMC Architects Rates 
 
  
 
Principals 
 Jeff McClure   $185/hour  
 Brad Cornwell   $185/hour  
 Neil McCarthy   $185/hour  
  
 
Project Architect 
 Jason Williard   $135/hour  
 Christopher Mead  $135/hour  

Robert Wright    $115/hour  
Lexie Costic   $115/hour 
David Heck   $115/hour 
Pete Sutherland  $100/hour  
 
 

Architectural Staff 
Tony Cava   $100/hour  

 Peter Niles   $100/hour  
 Anna Beth Gunderson  $  75/hour  
 Jesse Fawcett   $  75/hour 
 
 
Administrative Support 
 Melanie Baller   $  55/hour  
 Christina Cole   $  45/hour 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Revised 01/26/2020 
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NW ANNEX FEASIBILITY STUDY
WHATCOM COUNTY FACILITIES MANAGEMENT

25 NOVEMBER 2020
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project team
NW ANNEX FEASIBILITY STUDY

WHATCOM COUNTY

CLIENT    Whatcom County Facilities Mgmt.
    3720 Williamson Way    Rob Ney
    Bellingham, WA 98225    Dane Kinney
    360-778-5365     Rusty Noble

ARCHITECT   RMC Architects 
    1223 Railroad Avenue    Brad Cornwell, AIA
    Bellingham, WA 98225    Jeff McClure, AIA
    360-676-7733     David Heck, AIA

CIVIL    Pacific Surveying & Engineering 
    909 Squalicum Way #111   David Galbraith, PE
    Bellingham, WA 98225
    360-671-7387

GEOTECH   GeoEngineers
    600 Dupont Street    Mark W. Rose
    Bellingham, WA 98225    Sean Cool, PE
    360-647-1510

STRUCTURAL   Kingworks Engineers
    600 Dupont Street, Suite B   Jack King, PE, SE
    Bellingham, WA 98225
    360-714-8260

MECHANICAL &  Hargis Engineers
ELECTRICAL   1201 3rd Ave, Suite 600    Erik Stearns, PE
    Seattle, WA 98101    Brian Haugk, PE
    206-448-3376

PROGRAMMING  Bassetti Architects
    71 Columbia Street #500   Caroline LeMay, AIA
    Seattle, WA 98104
    206-340-9500

COST    DCW Cost Management    
ESTIMATING   815 1st Ave #176     Trish Drew

   Seattle, WA 98104 
   206-259-2990
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DCW Cost Management 3Cost Modeling Cost Plan    November 5, 2020       

Whatcom County
Northwest Annex Feasibilty Study

Detailed Cost Summary

$/SF TOTAL $/SF TOTAL $/SF TOTAL $/SF TOTAL $/SF TOTAL

34,430 SF 34,430 SF 34,430 SF 19,880 SF 283,665 SF

A10 Foundations 38.59 1,328,493 35.93 1,237,005 46.31 1,594,504 43.25 859,721

A20 Basement Construction 0.00 0 0.00 0 0.00 0.00 0

A Substructure 38.59 1,328,493 35.93 1,237,005 46.31 1,594,504 43.25 859,721

B10 Superstructure 68.28 2,350,798 73.12 2,517,402 80.80 2,781,970 70.55 1,402,477

B20 Exterior Enclosure 35.11 1,208,865 30.64 1,054,840 35.11 1,208,865 48.23 958,887

B30 Roofing 25.82 889,080 25.82 889,080 25.82 889,080 24.29 482,838

B Shell 129.21 4,448,743 129.58 4,461,323 141.73 4,879,915 143.07 2,844,203

C10 Interior Construction 12.40 427,047 10.52 362,050 10.52 362,050 13.81 274,641

C20 Stairways 2.57 88,440 2.57 88,440 2.57 88,440 4.40 87,440

C30 Interior Finishes 16.86 580,564 16.86 580,564 16.86 580,564 17.27 343,373

C Interiors 31.83 1,096,051 29.95 1,031,055 29.95 1,031,055 35.49 705,454

D10 Conveying Systems 2.21 76,000 2.21 76,000 2.21 76,000 3.82 76,000

D20 Plumbing Systems 12.72 437,928 12.72 437,928 12.72 437,928 31.80 632,240

D30 Heating, Ventilation & Air Conditioning 52.99 1,824,438 52.99 1,824,438 55.08 1,896,567 54.00 1,073,491

D40 Fire Protection 5.92 203,711 5.92 203,711 5.92 203,711 5.92 117,623

D50 Electrical Lighting, Power & Communications 61.14 2,105,222 61.14 2,105,222 61.14 2,105,222 64.59 1,284,026

D Services 134.98 4,647,298 134.98 4,647,298 137.07 4,719,427 160.13 3,183,379

E10 Equipment 0.53 18,375 0.53 18,375 0.53 18,375 0.46 9,225

E20 Furnishings 10.43 359,100 10.43 359,100 10.43 359,100 10.52 209,200

E Equipment & Furnishings 10.96 377,475 10.96 377,475 10.96 377,475 10.99 218,425

F10 Special Construction 0.00 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 0.00 0

F20 Selective Demolition 0.00 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 0.00 0

F Special Construction & Demolition 0.00 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 0.00 0

G10 Site Preparation 3.84 1,088,873

G20 Site Improvements 7.88 2,235,794

G30 Site Mechanical Utilities 1.87 530,125

G40 Site Electrical Utilities 0.97 275,000

G90 Other Site Construction 0.00 0

G Building Sitework 0 0 0 0 14.56 4,129,792

ELEMENTAL COST BEFORE CONTINGENCIES 345.57 11,898,059 341.39 11,754,155 366.03 12,602,376 392.92 7,811,183 14.56 4,129,792

Z10 Contingency 20.00% 69.11 2,379,612 68.28 2,350,831 73.21 2,520,475 78.58 1,562,237 0.29 81,843

ELEMENTAL COST INCLUDING CONTINGENCIES 414.69 14,277,671 409.67 14,104,986 439.23 15,122,851 471.50 9,373,419 14.85 4,211,635

Z21 GR/GCs 15.35% 63.65 2,191,622 62.88 2,165,115 67.42 2,321,358 72.38 1,438,820 2.28 646,486

Z22 Office Overhead & Profit 5.00% 23.92 823,465 23.63 813,505 25.33 872,210 27.19 540,612 0.86 242,906

Z23 Bonds and Insurance 2.00% 10.05 345,855 9.92 341,672 10.64 366,328 11.42 227,057 0.36 102,021

Z24 Permit 0.00 By Owner 0.00 By Owner 0.00 By Owner 0.00 By Owner 0.00 By Owner

CONSTRUCTION COST BEFORE ESCALATION 512.30 17,638,613 506.11 17,425,279 542.63 18,682,747 582.49 11,579,908 18.34 5,203,047

Z30 Escalation to Midpoint (Mar 2023) 4.30% 22.03 758,460 21.76 749,287 23.33 803,358 25.05 497,936 0.79 223,731

RECOMMENDED BUDGET 534.33 18,397,074 527.87 18,174,566 565.96 19,486,105 607.54 12,077,844 19.13 5,426,778

CLT and Mass TimberTilt UpSteel and Concrete

Building 1

Steel and Concrete

Building 1 Building 1 Public Safety Building Sitework
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A10 Foundations 38.59 1,328,493 35.93 1,237,005 46.31 1,594,504 43.25 859,721

A20 Basement Construction 0.00 0 0.00 0 0.00 0.00 0

A Substructure 38.59 1,328,493 35.93 1,237,005 46.31 1,594,504 43.25 859,721

B10 Superstructure 68.28 2,350,798 73.12 2,517,402 80.80 2,781,970 70.55 1,402,477

B20 Exterior Enclosure 35.11 1,208,865 30.64 1,054,840 35.11 1,208,865 48.23 958,887

B30 Roofing 25.82 889,080 25.82 889,080 25.82 889,080 24.29 482,838

B Shell 129.21 4,448,743 129.58 4,461,323 141.73 4,879,915 143.07 2,844,203

C10 Interior Construction 12.40 427,047 10.52 362,050 10.52 362,050 13.81 274,641

C20 Stairways 2.57 88,440 2.57 88,440 2.57 88,440 4.40 87,440

C30 Interior Finishes 16.86 580,564 16.86 580,564 16.86 580,564 17.27 343,373

C Interiors 31.83 1,096,051 29.95 1,031,055 29.95 1,031,055 35.49 705,454

D10 Conveying Systems 2.21 76,000 2.21 76,000 2.21 76,000 3.82 76,000

D20 Plumbing Systems 12.72 437,928 12.72 437,928 12.72 437,928 31.80 632,240

D30 Heating, Ventilation & Air Conditioning 52.99 1,824,438 52.99 1,824,438 55.08 1,896,567 54.00 1,073,491

D40 Fire Protection 5.92 203,711 5.92 203,711 5.92 203,711 5.92 117,623

D50 Electrical Lighting, Power & Communications 61.14 2,105,222 61.14 2,105,222 61.14 2,105,222 64.59 1,284,026

D Services 134.98 4,647,298 134.98 4,647,298 137.07 4,719,427 160.13 3,183,379

E10 Equipment 0.53 18,375 0.53 18,375 0.53 18,375 0.46 9,225

E20 Furnishings 10.43 359,100 10.43 359,100 10.43 359,100 10.52 209,200

E Equipment & Furnishings 10.96 377,475 10.96 377,475 10.96 377,475 10.99 218,425

F10 Special Construction 0.00 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 0.00 0

F20 Selective Demolition 0.00 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 0.00 0

F Special Construction & Demolition 0.00 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 0.00 0

G10 Site Preparation 3.84 1,088,873

G20 Site Improvements 7.88 2,235,794

G30 Site Mechanical Utilities 1.87 530,125

G40 Site Electrical Utilities 0.97 275,000

G90 Other Site Construction 0.00 0

G Building Sitework 0 0 0 0 14.56 4,129,792

ELEMENTAL COST BEFORE CONTINGENCIES 345.57 11,898,059 341.39 11,754,155 366.03 12,602,376 392.92 7,811,183 14.56 4,129,792

Z10 Contingency 20.00% 69.11 2,379,612 68.28 2,350,831 73.21 2,520,475 78.58 1,562,237 0.29 81,843

ELEMENTAL COST INCLUDING CONTINGENCIES 414.69 14,277,671 409.67 14,104,986 439.23 15,122,851 471.50 9,373,419 14.85 4,211,635

Z21 GR/GCs 15.35% 63.65 2,191,622 62.88 2,165,115 67.42 2,321,358 72.38 1,438,820 2.28 646,486

Z22 Office Overhead & Profit 5.00% 23.92 823,465 23.63 813,505 25.33 872,210 27.19 540,612 0.86 242,906

Z23 Bonds and Insurance 2.00% 10.05 345,855 9.92 341,672 10.64 366,328 11.42 227,057 0.36 102,021

Z24 Permit 0.00 By Owner 0.00 By Owner 0.00 By Owner 0.00 By Owner 0.00 By Owner

CONSTRUCTION COST BEFORE ESCALATION 512.30 17,638,613 506.11 17,425,279 542.63 18,682,747 582.49 11,579,908 18.34 5,203,047

Z30 Escalation to Midpoint (Mar 2023) 4.30% 22.03 758,460 21.76 749,287 23.33 803,358 25.05 497,936 0.79 223,731

RECOMMENDED BUDGET 534.33 18,397,074 527.87 18,174,566 565.96 19,486,105 607.54 12,077,844 19.13 5,426,778

CLT and Mass TimberTilt UpSteel and Concrete

Building 1

Steel and Concrete

Building 1 Building 1 Public Safety Building Sitework

20



Agenda Bill Master Report

Whatcom County COUNTY COURTHOUSE
311 Grand Avenue, Ste #105
Bellingham, WA 98225-4038

(360) 778-5010

File Number: AB2021-049

1AB2021-049 Status: Agenda ReadyFile ID: Version:

JThomson@co.whatcom.wa.us01/08/2021File Created: Entered by:

ContractHealth DepartmentDepartment: File Type:

Assigned to: Council Finance and Administrative Services Committee Final Action:

Agenda Date: 02/09/2021 Enactment #:

Primary Contact Email:    ADeacon@co.whatcom.wa.us

TITLE FOR AGENDA ITEM:

Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into a contract amendment between Whatcom 

County and Henry Hollander to provide facilities management and support services at the COVID 

Temporary Housing Facility in the amount of $20,000 for a total amended contract amount of $60,000

SUMMARY STATEMENT OR LEGAL NOTICE LANGUAGE:

See attachments

HISTORY OF LEGISLATIVE FILE

Action:  Sent To:  Date:  Acting Body:  

Attachments: Staff Memo, Proposed Amendment, Original Contract

Page 1Whatcom County Printed on 2/3/2021
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WHATCOM COUNTY
Health Department

Erika Lautenbach, Director
Greg Stern, M.D., Health Officer

1500 North State Street
Bellingham, WA 98225-4551
360.778.6100 | FAX 360.778.6101
www.whatcomcounty.us/health

509 Girard Street
Bellingham, WA 98225-4005

360.778.6000 | FAX 360.778.6001
WhatcomCountyHealth

WhatcomCoHealth

MEMORANDUM

TO: Satpal Sidhu, County Executive

FROM: Erika Lautenbach, Director

RE: Henry Hollander – COVID-19 Temporary Housing Facility Support Contract

Amendment #3

DATE: January 14, 2021

Attached is a contract amendment between Whatcom County and Henry Hollander for your

review and signature.

 Background and Purpose

This contract provides funding for 24/7 support services to guests at the COVID-19

Temporary Housing Facility located at 3701 Byron Avenue in Bellingham. This contract has

not been previously approved by County Council as funding did not exceed $40,000. The

purpose of this amendment is to extend the contract through 05/31/2021 and increase

funding for the extended contract period.

 Funding Amount and Source

Funding for this extended contract period (02/01/2021 – 05/31/2021) may not exceed

$20,000 and funding for the entire contract period (06/01/2020 – 05/31/2021) may not

exceed $60,000. Funds under this contract are made available by a grant awarded by the

US Department of Treasury and subject to Section 601(a) of the Social Security Act, as

amended by section 5001 of the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES)

Act, and Title V and VI of the CARES Act, passed through the Washington State Department

of Health Epidemiology & Laboratory Capacity Grant (CFDA 93.323). These funds are

included in the 2021 budget. Council approval is not required per Whatcom County Code

3.08.100(A)(6) for contracts executed within the declaration of a county emergency.

Please contact Kathleen Roy at extension #6007 if you have any questions regarding this

agreement.

Encl.
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WHATCOM COUNTY
CONTRACT INFORMATION SHEET

Originating Department: 85 Health
Division/Program: (i.e. Dept. Division and Program) 8550 Human Services / 855040 Housing Program
Contract or Grant Administrator: Anne Deacon
Contractor’s / Agency Name: Henry Hollander

Is this a New Contract? If not, is this an Amendment or Renewal to an Existing Contract? Yes No
Yes No If Amendment or Renewal, (per WCC 3.08.100 (a)) Original Contract #: 202007019

Does contract require Council Approval? Yes No
If No, include WCC:

3.08.100(A)(6)
**Under Declaration of Emergency**

Already approved? Council Approved Date: (Exclusions see: Whatcom County Codes 3.06.010, 3.08.090 and 3.08.100)

Is this a grant agreement?
If yes, grantor agency contract number(s): CFDA#: 93.323Yes No

Is this contract grant funded?
If yes, Whatcom County grant contract number(s): 201801023Yes No

Is this contract the result of a RFP or Bid process? Contract Cost
Center: 660440Yes No If yes, RFP and Bid number(s):

Is this agreement excluded from E-Verify? No Yes

If YES, indicate exclusion(s) below:
Professional services agreement for certified/licensed professional.
Contract work is for less than $100,000. Contract for Commercial off the shelf items (COTS).
Contract work is for less than 120 days. Work related subcontract less than $25,000.
Interlocal Agreement (between Governments). Public Works - Local Agency/Federally Funded FHWA.

Contract Amount:(sum of original contract amount and
any prior amendments):

Council approval required for; all property leases, contracts or bid awards exceeding $40,000,
and professional service contract amendments that have an increase greater than $10,000 or
10% of contract amount, whichever is greater, except when:
1. Exercising an option contained in a contract previously approved by the council.
2. Contract is for design, construction, r-o-w acquisition, prof. services, or other capital costs

approved by council in a capital budget appropriation ordinance.
3. Bid or award is for supplies.
4. Equipment is included in Exhibit “B” of the Budget Ordinance
5. Contract is for manufacturer’s technical support and hardware maintenance of electronic

systems and/or technical support and software maintenance from the developer of
proprietary software currently used by Whatcom County.

$ 40,000
This Amendment Amount:
$ 20,000

Total Amended Amount:

$ 60,000

Summary of Scope: This contract provides facilities and support services at the COVID-19 Temporary Housing Facility located at 3701 Byron
Avenue in Bellingham.

Term of Contract: 1 Year Expiration Date: 05/31/2021

Contract Routing:
1. Prepared by: JT Date: 12/22/2020

2. Health Budget Approval KR/JG Date: 01/06/2021
3. Attorney signoff: RB Date: 01/08/2021
4. AS Finance reviewed: Bbennett Date: 01/08/2021
5. IT reviewed (if IT related): Date:

6. Contractor signed: Date:

7. Submitted to Exec.: Date:
8. Council approved (if necessary): AB2021-049 Date:

9. Executive signed: Date:

10. Original to Council: Date:

Whatcom County Contract Number:
202007019 – 3
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WHATCOM COUNTY CONTRACT AMENDMENT

PARTIES:
Whatcom County AND CONTRACTOR:
Whatcom County Health Department Henry Hollander
509 Girard Street 3980 Pipeline Road
Bellingham, WA 98225 Blaine, WA 98230

CONTRACT PERIODS:
Original: 06/01/2020 – 10/31/2020 Amendment #2: 12/31/2020 – 01/31/2021
Amendment #1: 11/01/2020 – 12/30/2020 Amendment #3: 02/01/2021 – 05/31/2021

THE CONTRACT IDENTIFIED HEREIN, INCLUDING ANY PREVIOUS AMENDMENTS THERETO, IS HEREBY
AMENDED AS SET FORTH IN THE DESCRIPTION OF THE AMENDMENT BELOW BY MUTUAL CONSENT OF ALL
PARTIES HERETO

DESCRIPTION OF AMENDMENT:

1. Extend the term of the contract through 05/31/2021.

2. Revise Exhibit B – Compensation, to reflect a budget for the extended contract period and update invoicing
requirements; revised Exhibit B is attached.

3. Funding for the extended contract period (02/01/2021 – 05/31/2021) is not to exceed $20,000.

4. Funding for the total contract period (06/01/2020 – 05/31/2021) is not to exceed $60,000.

5. All other terms and conditions remain unchanged.

6. The effective start date of the amendment is 02/01/2021.

Whatcom County Contract Number:

202007019 – 3

24



Page 2 of 4

ALL OTHER TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF THE ORIGINAL CONTRACT AND ANY PREVIOUS AMENDMENTS THERETO
REMAIN IN FULL FORCE AND EFFECT. ALL PARTIES IDENTIFIED AS AFFECTED BY THIS AMENDMENT HEREBY
ACKNOWLEDGE AND ACCEPT THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF THIS AMENDMENT. Each signatory below to this Contract
warrants that he/she is the authorized agent of the respective party; and that he/she has the authority to enter into the
contract and bind the party thereto.

APPROVAL AS TO PROGRAM:
Anne Deacon, Human Services Manager Date

DEPARTMENT HEAD APPROVAL:
Erika Lautenbach, Health Department Director Date

APPROVAL AS TO FORM:
Royce Buckingham, Prosecuting Attorney Date

FOR THE CONTRACTOR:

Henry Hollander

Contractor Signature Print Name and Title Date

FOR WHATCOM COUNTY:

Satpal Singh Sidhu, County Executive Date

CONTRACTOR INFORMATION:

Henry Hollander
3980 Pipeline Road
Blaine, WA 98230
360-961-8411
Chief7102@gmail.com
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EXHIBIT “B” – Amendment #3
COMPENSATION

I. Budget & Funding: Funding for this contract period (02/01/2021 – 05/31/2021) may not exceed $20,000. Funds under
the Contract are made available and are subject to Section 601(a) of the Social Security act, as amended by section 5001
of the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act (CARES Act), and Title V and VI of the CARES Act. This
project was supported by a grant awarded by the US Department of the Treasury. Grant funds are administered by the
Local Government Coronavirus Relief Fund thru the Washington State Department of Health Epidemiology & Laboratory
Capacity Grant (CFDA 93.323). The budget for this contract is as follows:

Dates Services Rate/Unit Total

February 1, 2021 –
May 31, 2021

COVID-19 Temporary Housing Facility Facilities Management
and Insurance Reimbursed Monthly Based on Cost

$75/Hour $20,000

TOTAL $20,000

II. Invoicing:

1. The Contractor shall submit itemized invoices on a monthly basis showing daily hours worked and associated tasks
accomplished. Monthly invoices must be submitted by the 10th of the month, following the month of service except as
follows:

A. Final invoices for services performed between February 1, 2021 – May 31, 2021 must be submitted
no later than June 11, 2021.

2. The Contractor shall submit invoices to (include contract/PO #) HL-BusinessOffice@co.whatcom.wa.us.

3. Payment by the County will be considered timely if it is made within 30 days of the receipt and acceptance of billing
information from the Contractor. The County may withhold payment of an invoice if the Contractor submits it more
than 30 days after the expiration of this contract.

4. Invoices must include the following statement, with an authorized signature and date:

I certify that the materials have been furnished, the services rendered, or the labor performed as described
on this invoice.
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Agenda Bill Master Report

Whatcom County COUNTY COURTHOUSE
311 Grand Avenue, Ste #105
Bellingham, WA 98225-4038

(360) 778-5010

File Number: AB2021-052

1AB2021-052 Status: Agenda ReadyFile ID: Version:

JThomson@co.whatcom.wa.us01/11/2021File Created: Entered by:

ContractHealth DepartmentDepartment: File Type:

Assigned to: Council Finance and Administrative Services Committee Final Action:

Agenda Date: 02/09/2021 Enactment #:

Primary Contact Email:    ADeacon@co.whatcom.wa.us

TITLE FOR AGENDA ITEM:

Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into a contract amendment between Whatcom 

County and Lighthouse Mission Ministries to provide oversight and assistance at the COVID-19 

Temporary Housing Facility in the amount of $103,088 for a total amended contract amount of 

$476,302

SUMMARY STATEMENT OR LEGAL NOTICE LANGUAGE:

See attachments

HISTORY OF LEGISLATIVE FILE

Action:  Sent To:  Date:  Acting Body:  

Attachments: Staff Memo, Proposed Amendment, Original Contract

Page 1Whatcom County Printed on 2/3/2021
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WHATCOM COUNTY
Health Department

Erika Lautenbach, Director
Greg Stern, M.D., Health Officer

1500 North State Street
Bellingham, WA 98225-4551
360.778.6100 | FAX 360.778.6101
www.whatcomcounty.us/health

509 Girard Street
Bellingham, WA 98225-4005

360.778.6000 | FAX 360.778.6001
WhatcomCountyHealth

WhatcomCoHealth

MEMORANDUM

TO: Satpal Sidhu, County Executive

FROM: Erika Lautenbach, Director

RE: Lighthouse Mission Ministries – Emergency Temporary Shelter Contract

Amendment #5

DATE: January 14, 2021

Attached is a contract amendment between Whatcom County and Lighthouse Mission Ministries

for your review and signature.

 Background and Purpose

The Lighthouse Mission provides shelter for people experiencing homelessness in Whatcom

County. This contract provides funding for staff needed to provide oversight and assistance

at Whatcom County’s Temporary Housing (Facility), which is necessary for social distancing

and public-health related concerns due to the COVID-19 disease outbreak. At the time

amendment #4 was authorized by Council and approved by the County Executive, a source

of funding to extend the contract beyond January 31st had yet to be identified. Funding from

the Washington State Department of Health has since been identified and the purpose of this

amendment is to extend the contract through May 31st and increase funding for the extended

contract period.

 Funding Amount and Source

Funding for this extended contract period (02/01/2021 – 05/31/2021) may not exceed

$103,088 and funding for the entire contract period (03/20/2020 – 05/31/2021) may not

exceed $476,302. Funds under this contract are made available by the Washington State

Department of Health Epidemiology & Laboratory Capacity (CFDA 93.323) Grant. Funding is

also provided by the Department of Commerce COVID-19 Housing Grant. These funds are

included in the 2021 budget. Council approval is not required per Whatcom County Code

3.08.100(A)(6) for contracts executed within the declaration of a county emergency.

Please contact Kathleen Roy at extension #6007 if you have any questions regarding this

agreement.

Encl.
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Whatcom County Contract No.

202003013 – 5

Originating Department: 85 Health
Division/Program: (i.e. Dept. Division and Program) 8550 Human Services / 855040 Housing Program
Contract or Grant Administrator: Anne Deacon
Contractor’s / Agency Name: Lighthouse Mission Ministries

Is this a New Contract? If not, is this an Amendment or Renewal to an Existing Contract? Yes No
Yes No If Amendment or Renewal, (per WCC 3.08.100 (a)) Original Contract #: 202003013

Does contract require Council Approval? Yes No
If No, include WCC:

3.08.100(A)(6)
**Under Declaration of Emergency**

Already approved? Council Approved Date: (Exclusions see: Whatcom County Codes 3.06.010, 3.08.090 and 3.08.100)

Is this a grant agreement?
If yes, grantor agency contract number(s): CFDA#: 93.323Yes No

Is this contract grant funded?
If yes, Whatcom County grant contract number(s): 201801023 / 202003011Yes No

Is this contract the result of a RFP or Bid process? Contract Cost
Center: 122700/ 660440Yes No If yes, RFP and Bid number(s):

Is this agreement excluded from E-Verify? No Yes If no, include Attachment D Contractor Declaration form.

If YES, indicate exclusion(s) below: This contract provides services to the County required as a result of an emergency. (COVID-19 pandemic)

Professional services agreement for certified/licensed professional.
Contract work is for less than $100,000. Contract for Commercial off the shelf items (COTS).
Contract work is for less than 120 days. Work related subcontract less than $25,000.
Interlocal Agreement (between Governments). Public Works - Local Agency/Federally Funded FHWA.

Contract Amount:(sum of original contract amount and
any prior amendments):

Council approval required for; all property leases, contracts or bid awards exceeding $40,000,
and professional service contract amendments that have an increase greater than $10,000 or
10% of contract amount, whichever is greater, except when:
1. Exercising an option contained in a contract previously approved by the council.
2. Contract is for design, construction, r-o-w acquisition, prof. services, or other capital costs

approved by council in a capital budget appropriation ordinance.
3. Bid or award is for supplies.
4. Equipment is included in Exhibit “B” of the Budget Ordinance
5. Contract is for manufacturer’s technical support and hardware maintenance of electronic

systems and/or technical support and software maintenance from the developer of
proprietary software currently used by Whatcom County.

$ 373,214
This Amendment Amount:
$ 103,088

Total Amended Amount:

$ 476,302

Summary of Scope: This contract funds staffing for Whatcom County’s Temporary Housing Facility necessary to respond to the COVID-19
outbreak.

Term of Contract: 14.5 Months Expiration Date: 05/31/2021

Contract Routing:
1. Prepared by: JT Date: 12/23/2020

2. Health Budget Approval KR/JG Date: 01/06/2021
3. Attorney signoff: RB Date: 01/08/2021
4. AS Finance reviewed: Bbennett Date: 01/08/2021
5. IT reviewed (if IT related): Date:

6. Contractor signed: Date:

7. Submitted to Exec.: Date:
8. Council approved (if necessary): Date:
9. Executive signed: Date:

10. Original to Council: Date:

WHATCOM COUNTY CONTRACT

INFORMATION SHEET
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WHATCOM COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT CONTRACT AMENDMENT

PARTIES:
Whatcom County AND CONTRACTOR:
Whatcom County Health Department Lighthouse Mission Ministries
509 Girard Street 910 W Holly Street
Bellingham, WA 98225 Bellingham, WA 98225

CONTRACT PERIODS:
Original: 03/20/2020 – 08/10/2020 Amendment #3: 11/01/2020 – 12/30/2020
Amendment #1: 04/01/2020 – 08/10/2020 Amendment #4: 12/31/2020 – 01/31/2021
Amendment #2: 06/08/2020 – 10/31/2020 Amendment #5: 02/01/2021 – 06/30/2021

THE CONTRACT IDENTIFIED HEREIN, INCLUDING ANY PREVIOUS AMENDMENTS THERETO, IS HEREBY
AMENDED AS SET FORTH IN THE DESCRIPTION OF THE AMENDMENT BELOW BY MUTUAL CONSENT OF ALL
PARTIES HERETO

DESCRIPTION OF AMENDMENT:

1. Extend the term of the contract through 05/31/2021.

2. Amend Exhibits A – Scope of Work to update the dates of services provided under SOW (B) Temporary
Housing Facility (04/01/2020 – 05/31/2021); revised Exhibit A is attached.

3. Amend Exhibit B – Compensation, to reflect a budget for the extended contract period and update invoicing
requirements; revised Exhibit B is attached.

4. Add Exhibit E – Special Terms and Conditions of Washington State Department of Health Epidemiology &
Laboratory Capacity Grant (CFDA 93.323)

5. Funding for the extended contract period (02/01/2021 – 05/31/2021) is not to exceed $103,088.

6. Funding for the total contract period (03/20/2020 – 05/31/2021) is not to exceed $476,302.

7. All other terms and conditions remain unchanged.

8. The effective start date of the amendment is 02/01/2021.

Whatcom County Contract No.

202003013 – 5
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ALL OTHER TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF THE ORIGINAL CONTRACT AND ANY PREVIOUS AMENDMENTS THERETO
REMAIN IN FULL FORCE AND EFFECT. ALL PARTIES IDENTIFIED AS AFFECTED BY THIS AMENDMENT HEREBY
ACKNOWLEDGE AND ACCEPT THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF THIS AMENDMENT. Each signatory below to this Contract
warrants that he/she is the authorized agent of the respective party; and that he/she has the authority to enter into the
contract and bind the party thereto.

APPROVAL AS TO PROGRAM:
Anne Deacon, Human Services Manager Date

DEPARTMENT HEAD APPROVAL:
Erika Lautenbach, Health Department Director Date

APPROVAL AS TO FORM:
Royce Buckingham, Prosecuting Attorney Date

Each signatory below to this Contract warrants that he/she is the authorized agent of the respective party; and that he/she
has the authority to enter into the contract and bind the party thereto.

FOR THE CONTRACTOR:

Hans Erchinger-Davis, Executive Director

Contractor Signature Print Name and Title Date

FOR WHATCOM COUNTY:

Satpal Singh Sidhu, County Executive Date

CONTRACTOR INFORMATION:

Lighthouse Mission Ministries
Hans Erchinger-Davis, Executive Director
910 W Holly Street
Bellingham, WA 98225
(360) 733-5120
hanse@thelighthousemission.org
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Exhibit A – Amendment #5
(SCOPE OF WORK)

I. Background

The Lighthouse Mission Ministries (LMM) provides shelter for people experiencing homelessness in Whatcom County. In
following Federal recommendations for social distancing related to the COVID-19 disease outbreak, expansion of the shelter is
necessary to protect the health of Lighthouse Mission guests, employees, and volunteers. Providing adequate space to promote
social distancing will aid the County in its public health efforts to decrease transmission of COVID-19 in the community. The
LMM’s Drop-in Center has been relocated temporarily to a larger facility (“Emergency Shelter”) presently located at Bellingham
High School and soon to be relocated to a commercial building in downtown Bellingham, in order to optimize the ability to
provide social distancing among guests. Additional LMM personnel are required in order to ensure adequate staffing levels for
operations in these new locations.
An additional emergency temporary facility (defined herein as the Whatcom County COVID-19 Temporary Housing Facility
(formerly known as the Isolation and Quarantine Facility) “Facility”) to house guests in need of isolation or quarantine who have
no other option to accomplish such, has been established by the County’s Unified Command to respond to the COVID-19
pandemic. Operations of the Facility is shared between SeaMar Community Health Centers via their GRACE (Ground-level
Response and Coordinated Engagement) Program staff and Lighthouse Mission Ministries (LMM) staff. On-site staff are needed
24/7 when guests are residing to monitor and protect the Facility and the welfare of its guests, as well as to ensure that
necessary daily operational issues are addressed (“Facility Services”). Accordingly, LMM will use its best efforts to provide this
24/7 staffing of the Facility by locating and recruiting appropriate personnel, as set forth below.

II. Statement of Work

A. Emergency Shelter and Drop-in Center (03/20/2020 – 10/31/2020):
The Lighthouse Mission (Contractor) will temporarily increase the number of additional personnel necessary to maintain efforts
to ensure the safety and health of guests, employees, and volunteers during the COVID-19 disease outbreak. Additional
personnel hired may be employees or contracted, determined by LMM at its sole discretion.

LMM staff will be on-site 24 hours per day at a level sufficient to provide adequate oversight and services and to maintain safety
and security for people as well as the facility. Additional personnel needed include two staff to cover the hours from 7:00AM until
10:00PM, and one staff daily to cover the hours from 10:00PM until 7:00AM.

B. Whatcom County Temporary Housing Facility on Byron Street (Facility) (04/01/2020 – 05/31/2021):
Contractor (LMM) will oversee daily operations by providing staffing to the Facility. Contractor (LMM) will use its best efforts to
provide temporary staffing necessary for the Facility services on-site 24/7 by locating and recruiting appropriate personnel.
Facility staff provided by LMM will include a Supervisor who will be supported by the SeaMar Program Manager who will provide
guidance and consultation as necessary for administration of the Facility.

The LMM Supervisor will assist in recruitment and hiring of staff, developing staffing schedules, and provide on-site guidance to
staff. As needed the Supervisor will consult with SeaMar Program Manager on best practices for managing daily staff activities
as well as any concerns or issues that may arise.

It is understood that compensation for the Facility staff hired by LMM may be at a higher rate than that paid to regular
Emergency Shelter staff due to the potentially hazardous conditions present in working with Facility guests who may be COVID-
19 positive. Personal protective equipment and other infection-control practices will be employed at all times, as necessary. The
County will provide infection control guidelines for use by all staff at the Facility.

Staffing patterns and shifts will consist of no less than one LMM staff on-site during all hours of the day. It is expected that
additional LMM personnel will be added as the Facility census increases. LMM will coordinate with SeaMar/GRACE on staffing
levels and shifts to ensure consistent communication and coordination of activities, staff roles, supervision and other matters
necessary to provide effective services and oversight of the Facility. As stated above, LMM shall assume no responsibility or
liability for the Facility, which shall be the sole and exclusive responsibility of the County. County shall indemnify, hold harmless,
LMM, its officers, directors, employees, and staff from and against any and all claims or damages alleged to arise out of any act,
error or omission related to the Facility, which shall be the sole and exclusive responsibility of the County. County shall
indemnify, defend and hold harmless LMM, its officers, directors, employees and staff from and against any and all claims or
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damages alleged to arise out of any act, error or omission related to the Facility except for such acts, errors or omissions that
are the result of the willful misconduct or gross negligence of LMM.

SeaMar/GRACE will have staff available seven days weekly for consultation and guidance. Security services will be on-site and
will be provided by a separate, private firm. SeaMar/GRACE will be responsible for coordinating all personnel assigned to the
Facility, with assistance from the LMM Supervisor, and will attend to any concerns that may arise from having multiple
employers working together at the same site/program.

The County or the owner of the motel housing units will be responsible for general repairs and maintenance as well as providing
for utility services.

Following are duties expected to be provided by on-site LMM personnel, but are not inclusive and may be altered as
programming requires. These tasks are intended to ensure the functioning of the daily operations of the Facility. It is not
expected that LMM staff will provide any hands-on assistance with guests, but instead support guests with the following
activities.

1. Assist with delivery and pick-up of daily meals to Facility.

2. Assist with linen exchanges and laundry services to Facility.

3. Assist with directing regular waste disposal from each housing unit.

4. Prepare vacant rooms that have been cleaned and sanitized for the next guest by making beds and providing towels and
toiletries.

5. Assist with communication connections between guests and their healthcare providers if a resident is unable to accomplish
this independently.

6. Guide and direct guests on appropriate behaviors that promote sufficient social distancing, isolation, quarantine, hygiene,
and sanitation.

7. Coordinate with SeaMar/GRACE staff on issuance of motivational incentives to guests in an effort to encourage compliance
with all infection-control practices and personal medical directives.

8. Coordinate with on-site services that may include sanitation of housing units upon discharge of a resident, security practices
and concerns, on-site healthcare provision, and access/egress of the property/facility.

9. Assist coordination with guests to access help for housing unit issues that may include Wi-Fi access, repairs and

maintenance, or communications problems that may arise.

10. Assist with and initiate as needed scheduling of on-site staff at the Facility.

The County will provide a manual of Policies and Procedures covering operational issues for the Facility that will be on-site and

available as reference. It is expected that all personnel will follow the policies and procedures outlined, and work directly with

the County on any concerns that may arise as a result. It is the County’s goal to support SeaMar/GRACE, LMM, and their

employees in the performance of their duties to the greatest extent possible.

LMM will work with the County to adjust the budget as necessary in order to assure optimal staffing levels.

The County shall reimburse Contractor all out-of-pocket costs associated with Contractor’s hiring of additional personnel in
accordance with the terms set forth in Exhibit B.
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EXHIBIT "B" – Amendment #5
COMPENSATION

I. Source of Funding: Funding for this contract period (02/01/2021 – 05/31/2021) may not exceed $103,088. Funds

under this Contract are made available and are subject to Section 601(a) of the Social Security Act, as amended by

section 5001 of the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act (CARES Act), and Title V and VI of the

CARES Act. This project was supported by a grant awarded by the US Department of the Treasury. Grant funds are

administered by the COVID-19 Housing Grant thru the Washington State Department of Commerce and the

Washington State Department of Health Epidemiology & Laboratory Capacity Grant (CFDA 93.323). COMMERCE

and the State of Washington are not liable for claims or damages arising from Subcontractor’s performance of this

contract. The budget for this contract is as follows:

Item Documentation Required with Invoice Budget

Personnel at the Temporary Housing Facility Expanded GL report for the period. $93,716

Indirect @ 10% - In no instance shall the indirect cost exceed this rate $9,372

TOTAL $103,088

Changes to the line item budget that exceed 10% of the line item amount, must be approved in writing by
the County.

II. Invoicing:

1. The Contractor shall submit itemized invoices by location on a monthly basis in a format approved by the
County. The Contract number shall be included on all billings or correspondence. Final invoices for expenses
incurred between February 1, 2021 and May 31, 2021 must be received by June 15, 2021.

2. The Contractor shall submit invoices to HL-BusinessOffice@co.whatcom.wa.us.

3. Payment by the County will be considered timely if it is made within 30 days of the receipt and acceptance of

billing information from the Contractor. The County may withhold payment of an invoice if the Contractor submits

it more than 30 days after the expiration of this contract.

4. Invoices must include the following statement, with an authorized signature and date:

I certify that the materials have been furnished, the services rendered, or the labor has been performed,

as described on this invoice.

5. Duplication of Billed Costs or Payments for Service: The Contractor shall not bill the County for services performed or
provided under this contract and the County shall not pay the Contractor, if the Contractor has been or will be paid by any
other source, including grants, for those costs used to perform or provide the services in this contract. The Contractor is
responsible for any audit exceptions or disallowed amounts paid as a result of this contract.
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“Exhibit E”
(Special Terms and Conditions for Epidemiology & Laboratory Capacity Grant – CFDA #93.323)

The funds allocated for services performed under this contract are Washington State Department of Health funds.

The terms included in this agreement and any additional agreements herein are a result of the grant funding

requirements.

1. DEFINITIONS

As used throughout this Contract, the following terms shall have the meaning set forth below:

A. “Authorized Representative” shall mean the Director and/or the designee authorized in writing to act on the

Director’s behalf.

B. “DOH” shall mean the Department of Health.

C. “Contract” or “Agreement” means the entire written agreement between DOH and the Contractor, including

any attachments, documents, or materials incorporated by reference. E-mail or facsimile transmission of a

signed copy of this contract shall be the same as delivery of an original.

D. "Contractor" shall mean the entity identified on the face sheet performing service(s) under this Contract, and

shall include all employees and agents of the Contractor.

E. “Personal Information” shall mean information identifiable to any person, including, but not limited to,

information that relates to a person’s name, health, finances, education, business, use or receipt of

governmental services or other activities, addresses, telephone numbers, social security numbers, driver

license numbers, other identifying numbers, and any financial identifiers.

F. ”State” shall mean the state of Washington.

G. "Subcontractor" shall mean one not in the employment of the Contractor, who is performing all or part of

those services under this Contract under a separate contract with the Contractor. The terms “subcontractor”

and “subcontractors” mean subcontractor(s) in any tier.

3. ALL WRITINGS CONTAINED HEREIN

This Contract contains all the terms and conditions agreed upon by the parties. No other understandings, oral or
otherwise, regarding the subject matter of this Contract shall be deemed to exist or to bind any of the parties
hereto.

4. AMENDMENTS

This Contract may be amended by mutual agreement of the parties. Such amendments shall not be binding
unless they are in writing and signed by personnel authorized to bind each of the parties.

5. AUDIT

Contractor shall maintain internal controls providing reasonable assurance it is managing federal awards in
compliance with laws, regulations, and provisions of contracts or grant agreements that could have a material
effect on each of its federal programs; and prepare appropriate financial statements, including a schedule of
expenditures of federal awards.

If the Contractor is a subrecipient and expends $750,000 or more in federal awards from any and/or all sources
in any fiscal year, the Contractor shall procure and pay for a single audit or a program-specific audit for that fiscal
year.

6. INDEMNIFICATION

Each party shall be solely responsible for the acts of its employees, officers, and agents.
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7. LAWS

The Contractor shall comply with all applicable laws, ordinances, codes, regulations, and policies of local, state,

and federal governments, as now or hereafter amended, including, but not limited to:

United States Laws, Regulations and Circulars (Federal)

Contractor shall comply with Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost Principles, and Audit Requirement for

Federal Award, 2 CFR 200, Subparts B through F.

Contractor shall comply with the applicable requirements of 2 CFR Part 200, including any future amendments to

2 CFR Part 200, and any successor or replacement Office of Management and Budget (OMB) Circular or

regulation.

Contractor shall comply with Omnibus Crime Control and Safe streets Act of 1968, Title VI of the Civil Rights Act

of 1964, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, Title

IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, The Age Discrimination Act of 1975, and The Department of Justice

Non-Discrimination Regulations, 28 C.F.R. Part 42, Subparts C.D.E. and G, and 28 C.F.R. Part 35 and 39.

8. RECORDS MAINTENANCE

The Contractor shall maintain books, records, documents, data and other evidence relating to this contract and
performance of the services described herein, including but not limited to accounting procedures and practices
that sufficiently and properly reflect all direct and indirect costs of any nature expended in the performance of this
contract.

The Contractor shall maintain records that identify, in its accounts, all federal awards received and expended
and the federal programs under which they were received, by Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance (CFDA)
title and number, award number and year, name of the federal agency, and name of the pass-through entity.

The Contractor shall retain such records for a period of six (6) years following the date of final payment.

If any litigation, claim or audit is started before the expiration of the six (6) year period, the records shall be
retained until all litigation, claims, or audit findings involving the records have been resolved.

9. SEVERABILITY

The provisions of this contract are intended to be severable. If any term or provision is illegal or invalid for any
reason whatsoever, such illegality or invalidity shall not affect the validity of the remainder of the contract.

10. SURVIVAL

The terms, conditions, and warranties contained in this Contract that by their sense and context are intended to
survive the completion of the performance, cancellation or termination of this Contract shall so survive.
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Agenda Bill Master Report

Whatcom County COUNTY COURTHOUSE
311 Grand Avenue, Ste #105
Bellingham, WA 98225-4038

(360) 778-5010

File Number: AB2021-053

1AB2021-053 Status: Agenda ReadyFile ID: Version:

JThomson@co.whatcom.wa.us01/11/2021File Created: Entered by:

ContractHealth DepartmentDepartment: File Type:

Assigned to: Council Finance and Administrative Services Committee Final Action:

Agenda Date: 02/09/2021 Enactment #:

Primary Contact Email:    ADeacon@co.whatcom.wa.us

TITLE FOR AGENDA ITEM:

Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into a contract amendment between Whatcom 

County and Pacific Security to provide security services at the COVID-19 Temporary Housing Facility 

in the amount of $79,425 for a total amended contract amount of $278,972

SUMMARY STATEMENT OR LEGAL NOTICE LANGUAGE:

See attachments

HISTORY OF LEGISLATIVE FILE

Action:  Sent To:  Date:  Acting Body:  

Attachments: Staff Memo, Proposed Amendment, Original Contract
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WHATCOM COUNTY
Health Department

Erika Lautenbach, Director
Greg Stern, M.D., Health Officer

1500 North State Street
Bellingham, WA 98225-4551
360.778.6100 | FAX 360.778.6101
www.whatcomcounty.us/health

509 Girard Street
Bellingham, WA 98225-4005

360.778.6000 | FAX 360.778.6001
WhatcomCountyHealth

WhatcomCoHealth

MEMORANDUM

TO: Satpal Sidhu, County Executive

FROM: Erika Lautenbach, Director

RE: Parker Corporate Services, Inc. dba Pacific Security – Temporary Housing

Facility Security Contract Amendment #4

DATE: January 14, 2021

Attached is a contract amendment between Whatcom County and Pacific Security for your

review and signature.

 Background and Purpose

This contract provides funding for 24/7 security services to temporary guests of the COVID-

19 Temporary Housing Facility located at 3701 Byron Avenue in Bellingham. At the time

amendment #3 was authorized by Council and approved by the County Executive, a source

of funding to extend the contract beyond January 31st had yet to be identified. Funding from

the Washington State Department of Health has since been identified and the purpose of this

amendment is to extend the contract through May 31st and increase funding for the extended

contract period.

 Funding Amount and Source

Funding for the extended contract period (02/01/2021 – 05/31/2021) may not exceed

$79,425 and funding for the entire contract period (04/07/2020 – 05/31/2021) may not

exceed $278,972. Funds under this contract are made available by a grant awarded by the

US Department of Treasury and subject to Section 601(a) of the Social Security Act, as

amended by section 5001 of the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES)

Act, and Title V and VI of the CARES Act, passed through the Washington State Department

of Health Epidemiology & Laboratory Capacity (CFDA 93.323) Grant. These funds are

included in the 2021 budget. Council approval is not required per Whatcom County Code

3.08.100(A)(6) for contracts executed within the declaration of a county emergency.

Please contact Kathleen Roy at extension #6007 if you have any questions regarding this

agreement.

Encl.

68



WHATCOM COUNTY
CONTRACT INFORMATION SHEET

Originating Department: 85 Health
Division/Program: (i.e. Dept. Division and Program) 8550 Human Services / 855040 Housing Program
Contract or Grant Administrator: Kathleen Roy
Contractor’s / Agency Name: Parker Corporate Services, Inc. dba Pacific Security

Is this a New Contract? If not, is this an Amendment or Renewal to an Existing Contract? Yes No
Yes No If Amendment or Renewal, (per WCC 3.08.100 (a)) Original Contract #: 202004010

Does contract require Council Approval? Yes No
If No, include WCC:

3.08.100(A)(6)
**Under Declaration of Emergency**

Already approved? Council Approved Date: (Exclusions see: Whatcom County Codes 3.06.010, 3.08.090 and 3.08.100)

Is this a grant agreement?
If yes, grantor agency contract number(s): CFDA#: 93.323Yes No

Is this contract grant funded?
If yes, Whatcom County grant contract number(s): 201801023Yes No

Is this contract the result of a RFP or Bid process? Contract Cost
Center: 660440Yes No If yes, RFP and Bid number(s):

Is this agreement excluded from E-Verify? No Yes

If YES, indicate exclusion(s) below:
Professional services agreement for certified/licensed professional.
Contract work is for less than $100,000. Contract for Commercial off the shelf items (COTS).
Contract work is for less than 120 days. Work related subcontract less than $25,000.
Interlocal Agreement (between Governments). Public Works - Local Agency/Federally Funded FHWA.

Contract Amount:(sum of original contract amount and
any prior amendments):

Council approval required for; all property leases, contracts or bid awards exceeding $40,000,
and professional service contract amendments that have an increase greater than $10,000 or
10% of contract amount, whichever is greater, except when:
1. Exercising an option contained in a contract previously approved by the council.
2. Contract is for design, construction, r-o-w acquisition, prof. services, or other capital costs

approved by council in a capital budget appropriation ordinance.
3. Bid or award is for supplies.
4. Equipment is included in Exhibit “B” of the Budget Ordinance
5. Contract is for manufacturer’s technical support and hardware maintenance of electronic

systems and/or technical support and software maintenance from the developer of
proprietary software currently used by Whatcom County.

$ 199,547
This Amendment Amount:
$ 79,425

Total Amended Amount:

$ 278,972

Summary of Scope: This contract provides funding for 24/7 security services at Whatcom County’s COVID-19 Temporary Housing Facility.

Term of Contract: 14 Months Expiration Date: 05/31/2021

Contract Routing:
1. Prepared by: JT Date: 01/04/2021

2. Health Budget Approval KR/JG Date: 01/06/2021
3. Attorney signoff: RB Date: 01/08/2021
4. AS Finance reviewed: Bbennett Date: 01/08/2021
5. IT reviewed (if IT related): Date:

6. Contractor signed: Date:

7. Submitted to Exec.: Date:

8. Council approved (if necessary): Date:

9. Executive signed: Date:

10. Original to Council: Date:

Whatcom County Contract Number:
202004010 – 4
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WHATCOM COUNTY CONTRACT AMENDMENT

PARTIES:
Whatcom County AND CONTRACTOR:
Whatcom County Health Department Parker Corporate Services, Inc. dba Pacific Security
509 Girard Street 2009 Iron Street
Bellingham, WA 98225 Bellingham, WA 98225

CONTRACT PERIODS:
Original: 04/07/2020 – 07/05/2020 Amendment #3: 11/01/2020 – 01/31/2021
Amendment #1: 04/07/2020 – 10/31/2020 Amendment #4: 02/01/2021 – 05/31/2021
Amendment #2: 11/01/2020 – 12/30/2020

THE CONTRACT IDENTIFIED HEREIN, INCLUDING ANY PREVIOUS AMENDMENTS THERETO, IS HEREBY
AMENDED AS SET FORTH IN THE DESCRIPTION OF THE AMENDMENT BELOW BY MUTUAL CONSENT OF ALL
PARTIES HERETO

DESCRIPTION OF AMENDMENT:

1. Extend the term of the contract through 05/31/2021.

2. Amend Exhibit B – Compensation, to update total funding and revise the invoice deadline; revised Exhibit B is
attached.

3. Funding for the extended contract period (02/01/2021 – 05/31/2021) may not exceed $79,425.

4. Funding for the total contract period (04/07/2020 – 05/31/2021) is not to exceed $278,972.

5. All other terms and conditions remain unchanged.

6. The effective start date of the amendment is 02/01/2021.

Whatcom County Contract Number:

202004010 – 4

70



HL_020121_PSS_Amend_#4.docx Page 2 of 3

ALL OTHER TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF THE ORIGINAL CONTRACT AND ANY PREVIOUS AMENDMENTS THERETO
REMAIN IN FULL FORCE AND EFFECT. ALL PARTIES IDENTIFIED AS AFFECTED BY THIS AMENDMENT HEREBY
ACKNOWLEDGE AND ACCEPT THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF THIS AMENDMENT. Each signatory below to this Contract
warrants that he/she is the authorized agent of the respective party; and that he/she has the authority to enter into the
contract and bind the party thereto.

APPROVAL AS TO PROGRAM:
Anne Deacon, Human Services Manager Date

DEPARTMENT HEAD APPROVAL:
Erika Lautenbach, Health Department Director Date

APPROVAL AS TO FORM:
Royce Buckingham, Prosecuting Attorney Date

FOR THE CONTRACTOR:

Bud Tweten, Sales & Development

Contractor Signature Print Name and Title Date

FOR WHATCOM COUNTY:

Satpal Singh Sidhu, County Executive Date

CONTRACTOR INFORMATION:

Pacific Security
Bud Tweten, Sales & Development
2009 Iron Street
Bellingham, WA 98225
425-330-1341
bud@parkercorporation.com
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EXHIBIT “B” – Amendment #4
(COMPENSATION)

I. Budget and Source of Funding: Funding for this extended contract period (02/01/2021 – 05/31/2021) may not exceed

$79,425. Funds under this contract are made available and are subject to Section 601(a) of the Social Security Act, as

amended by section 5001 of the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act (CARES Act) and Title V and VI of the

CARES Act. This project was supported by a grant awarded by the US Department of the Treasury. Grant funds are

administered by the Local Government Coronavirus Relief Fund thru the Washington State Department of Health

Epidemiology & Laboratory Capacity Grant (CFDA 93.323).

Compensation: Contractor will be paid $27.35 per hour and $41.03 per hour on Federal Holidays.

Month Regular
Days

Total $27.35/hour
per 24 hours

Holidays Total $41.03/hour
per 24 hours

Month Total

February 27 $17,722.80 1 $984.72 $18,708
March 31 $20,348.40 0 $20,348
April 30 $19,692 0 $19,692
May 30 $19,692 1 $984.72 $20,677

TOTAL $79,425

II. Invoicing

1. The Contractor shall submit itemized invoices on a monthly basis in a format approved by the County. The Contractor

shall submit invoices to (include contract/PO #) HL-BusinessOffice@co.whatcom.wa.us. Monthly invoices must be

submitted by the 15th of the month following the month of service except final invoices which must be received by

June 15, 2021. Invoices submitted for payment must include the items identified in the table above.

2. Payment by the County will be considered timely if it is made within 30 days of the receipt and acceptance of billing

information from Contractor. The County may withhold payment of an invoice if the Contractor submits it more than 30

days after the expiration of this contract.

3. Invoices must include the following statement, with an authorized signature and date:

I certify that the materials have been furnished, the services rendered, or the labor performed as described on
this invoice.

4. Duplication of Billed Costs or Payments for Service: The Contractor shall not bill the County for services performed or

provided under this contract, and the County shall not pay the Contractor, if the Contractor has been or will be paid by

any other source, including grants, for those costs used to perform or provide the services in this contract. The

Contractor is responsible for any audit exceptions or disallowed amounts paid as a result of this contract.
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Agenda Bill Master Report

Whatcom County COUNTY COURTHOUSE
311 Grand Avenue, Ste #105
Bellingham, WA 98225-4038

(360) 778-5010

File Number: AB2021-067

1AB2021-067 Status: Agenda ReadyFile ID: Version:

BBowman@co.whatcom.wa.us01/15/2021File Created: Entered by:

ResolutionTreasurer's OfficeDepartment: File Type:

Assigned to: Council Finance and Administrative Services Committee Final Action:

Agenda Date: 02/09/2021 Enactment #:

Primary Contact Email:    bbowman@co.whatcom.wa.us

TITLE FOR AGENDA ITEM:

Resolution cancelling uncollectible personal property taxes

SUMMARY STATEMENT OR LEGAL NOTICE LANGUAGE:

RCW 84.56.240 requires that the treasurer shall file with the county legislative authority (county 

council) a list of uncollectible personal property taxes.

HISTORY OF LEGISLATIVE FILE

Action:  Sent To:  Date:  Acting Body:  

Attachments: Proposed Resolution, Exhibit A, Exhibit B
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 Page 1 

PROPOSED BY: Treasurer 

INTRODUCTION DATE: 02/09/2021 

 

 

RESOLUTION NO.  
CANCELLING UNCOLLECTIBLE PERSONAL PROPERTY TAXES 

 
 

WHEREAS, RCW 84.56,240 requires that the treasurer shall file with the county 

legislative authority (county council) a list of uncollectible personal property taxes; and 

 

WHEREAS, Council action is required to formally cancel the uncollectible personal 

property tax; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Whatcom County Council that the 

uncollectible personal property tax, attached hereto as Exhibit A & B, is hereby cancelled. 

 

APPROVED this          day of                   , 20__. 

 

 
WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL 

ATTEST:      WHATCOM COUNTY, WASHINGTON 
  
 
 
Dana Brown-Davis, Clerk of the Council  Barry Buchanan, Council Chair 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM:    
 
 
 
Royce Buckingham, Civil Deputy Prosecutor     
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PARCEL/PID NAME AND ADDRESS REASON YR AMOUNT TOTAL

3103 Family Christian Stores LLC Bankruptcy 2017 328.83
1712 Front St 2018 321.97
Lynden, WA 98264 650.80

173347 NYP Bar & Grill Bankruptcy 2016 2241.24
902 N State St #106 2017 1695.85
Bellingham, WA 98225 2018 1506.88

5443.97

7391 Old Country Buffet Bankruptcy 2016 2075.48
1 Bellis Fair Pkwy #714 2017 2130.77
Bellingham, WA 98226 4206.25

12561 Vitamin World Bankruptcy 2018 146.97
8174 Guide Meridian
Lynden, WA 98264 146.97

178088 Sports Authority #548 Bankruptcy 2016 7149.51
20 Bellis Fair Pkwy 2017 6341.44
Bellingham, WA 98226 13490.95

12749 NYP Bar & Grill Bankruptcy 2016 594.53
8874 Bender Rd #101 2017 429.88
Lynden, WA 98264 2018 405.37

1429.78

3071 Family Christian Stores LLC Bankruptcy 2017 686.72
3560 Meridian St #101 2018 638.20
Bellingham, WA 98225 1324.92

11085 Mia & Maxx Hair Studio #4739

Assignment for the benefit of 
Creditors (ABC) - Roy Kim 
administrator confirmed there were 
no funds avail for secondary lien 
holders. Primary was still owed 
$3,000,000 2020 107.75

1 Bellis Fair Pkwy
Bellingham, WA 98225 107.75

2916 Ronald C Hardesty, P.C. retired 2018 2017 11.08
119 N Commercial St #540 2018 14.81
Bellingham, WA 98225 2019 6.56

32.45

3620 Orange Julius business closed 2017 2017 204.94
1 Bellis Fair Pkwy #515
Bellingham, WA 98225 204.94

Exhibit A
Parcel Numbers

(Business) Equipment and Machinery
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3911 Towne Painting total loss - no assets due to fire in 2016 2017 112.70
2116 Queen St
Bellingham, WA 98229 112.70

4586 Brian Boyd DC business closed in 2013 2015 12.92
1313 E Maple St #105
Bellingham, WA 98225 12.92

5151 Something Different Salon business closed in 2016 2016 77.97
4260 Cordata Pkwy #102
Bellingha, WA 98226 77.97

5827 Stevenson McCulloch CPAS INC business liquidated in 2018 2018 93.53
1951 Main St
Ferndale, WA 98248 93.53

6797 Spectrum Management LLC

05/14/2015 Secretary of State issued 
a Certificate of Revocation no longer 
authorized to conduct business in 
Washington State 2014 77.30

Various Lease 2015 87.27
Whatcom County 2016 97.08

2017 116.24
2018 139.72
2019 137.38
2020 158.37

813.36

8096 Pyramid Engineering DOR & SOS no UBI match means closed 5+ yrs2018 109.40
5507 Salish Rd Property deleted 10/24/2019 per DOR/BRD2019 88.95
Blaine, WA 98230 198.35

8176 Spectrum Management LLC

05/14/2015 Secretary of State issued 
a Certificate of Revocation no longer 
authorized to conduct business in 
Washington State 2014 65.14

Various Lease 2015 71.25
Whatcom County 2016 77.51

2017 92.09
2018 110.55
2019 108.75
2020 125.33

650.62

11551 Birchwood Women's Health PS business closed 12/2017 2017 413.49
905 Squalicum Way #104 2018 517.29
Bellingham, WA 98225 930.78
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11781 Lester & Hyldahl PLLC

Sec of State administratively 
dissolved for non-filing 2018; new PS 
Inc formed in 2018 2017 41.62

119 N Commercial St #175 2018 88.93
Bellingham, WA 98225 130.55

11796 A Bail Bond Service Inc

2019 asset list nothing listed owner 
noted has not been in Whatcom 
County for over 3 years; DOR & SOS 
both have Mount Vernon locations 
only 2016 24.47

306 Flora St 2017 29.45
Bellingham, WA 98225 2018 34.85

2019 31.68
120.45

12152 Book Fare Café business closed 05/03/2018 2018 369.95
1200 11th St 2019 365.23
Bellingham, WA 98225 735.18

12250 Blue Moon Hair Salon business closed 2017 2017 443.27
1208 Tenth St
Bellingham, WA 98225 443.27

177624 Black Pearl Restaurant Business closed in 2015 2016 261.88
202 E Holly St #117
Bellingham, WA 98225 261.88

177626 Blaine Harbor Dental business closed May 2017 2018 43.14
215 Marine Dr 2019 102.38
Blaine, WA 98230 145.52

177834 Liquor and Tobacco Per DOR & SOS closed 2016 2018 120.79
1873 Main St #5
Ferndale, WA 98248 120.79

178969 Top Shelf Cannabis
Closed on 12/02/2017 - DOR 
marijuana license no longer listed 2016 955.29

3863 Hannegan Rd 2017 1143.68
Bellingham, WA 98226 2018 1374.56

3473.53

180066 Taste of India Sold in June 2018 2017 342.30
3930 Meridian St #107 2018 405.03
Bellingham, WA 98226 2019 393.90

1141.23

180087 Tandoori Bites Sold in April 2017 2017 1068.37
505 32nd St #104 2018 1284.06
Bellingham, WA 98225 2352.43
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180096 Topnuggs Per SOS business closed 06/27/2019 2018 849.51
5373 Guide Meridian #C1-2 2019 758.47
Bellingham, WA 98226 1607.98

180100 Valley Coffee
Owner mailed 2020 asset list with 
note closed as of 11/03/2019 2017 32.30

2018 77.91
2019 56.45
2020 64.37

231.03

180130 Stonebreaker Growers
business closed early 2018; I-205 
license was cancelled 2017 464.90

2425 Salashan Loop Bldg 2 2018 583.47
Ferndale, WA 98248 1048.37

TOTAL WRITE-OFF 41741.22 41741.22
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PARCEL/PID NAME AND ADDRESS REASON YR AMOUNT TOTAL

144170 James L & Edna L Counter 0 value 2013 9.34
7904 Santa Fe Trail 2014 8.98
Maple Falls, WA 98266 1969 Tamarack  56 x 12 2015 9.02

2016 9.08
2017 9.29
2018 11.39
2019 8.40

65.50

87524 Jeffrey B Friedl demolished June 2018 2018 44.58
4005 Aldergrove Rd #15
Ferndale, WA 98248 1978 Barrington  66 x 14 44.58

91806 Jessica M Simmons destroyed by fire 06/01/2017 2017 48.61
6481 Aldrich Rd
Bellingham, WA 98226 1971 Elcar  52 x 24 48.61

176908 Kathy M Reidell 04/01/2019 appraiser discovered 2017 15.34
478 Cain Lake Rd #A060 PM no longer on property 2018 16.39
Sedro Woolley, WA 98284 1979 Travelaire P/M  36 x 8 2019 13.85

45.58

122882 John Williams per park owner this PM moved 2017 27.41
4700 Alderson Rd #65 after 11/2019 2018 61.41
Blaine, WA 98230 1991 Seaview P/M/  34 x 8 2019 52.63

141.45

177064 Frank & Candice Demarinis 04/01/2019 appraiser discovered 2018 48.07
478 Cain Lake Rd #E042 PM no longer on property 2019 25.38
Sedro Woolley, WA 98284 Aljo  P/M  30 x 8 73.45

TOTAL WRITE-OFF 419.17 419.17

Exhibit B
Mobile Home Parcel Numbers

Improvements Only
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WHATCOM COUNTY     Satpal Singh Sidhu 

EXECUTIVE’S OFFICE    County Executive 

County Courthouse 

311 Grand Ave. Suite #108 

Bellingham, WA 98225 

Office 360 778-5200                        Fax  360 778-5201                       TDD 711 

 

TO:  Members of the Whatcom County Council 
 
THROUGH:  Tyler Schroeder, Deputy Executive 
 
FROM:  Mike Hilley, EMS Manager 
 
RE:  County Vehicles Code Amendment 
  
Date:  January 20, 2021 
 

 
Requested Action: 
Consider and approve proposed amendments to Whatcom County Code Chapter 2.66 which 
provides for and outlines the authorized use of County vehicles. The proposed Code amendment 
would expand the category of authorized drivers under the Code to include non-employees who 
are engaged in County business and who are specifically authorized by the County Executive’s 
Office ahead of time. All authorized drivers would be required to comply with the County’s 
automobile operation policy whether or not they are County employees. 
 
Background and Purpose: 
This proposed amendment and the corresponding County motor vehicle policy provide sufficient 
limitations, restrictions, and requirements to protect County interests related to non-employee 
drivers. Certain provisions in the existing code mitigate the opportunity to utilize existing resources 
to provide transportation necessary to deliver services for clients of county health programs.   
fulfill the need for transportation services. This amendment is intended to allow limited access for 
non-county employees to drive county vehicles while preserving appropriate driving policies. The 
amended ordinance: 
 

  will allow the County to utilize contracted providers such as Community Paramedics, 
GRACE/SEAMAR employees and authorized County volunteers to provide the transportation 
necessary to deliver services utilizing County vehicles 

  will allow for the limited authorized use of County vehicles by non-employees for County 
government purposes is an efficient, cost effective, and practical means for providing 
necessary transportation related to County services and business  

  will ensure safe and reliable medical navigation for service clients utilizing existing resources 
 
Medical Navigation transportation is an integral part of the Administration’s effort to ensure access 
for mobile health services and address the COVID impacts. Allowing existing resources to provide 
those transports addresses this timely issue.  
  
Financial Implications: 
These amendments provide limited allowances for non-employees to transport clients of 
Whatcom County Mobile Health clients for medical navigation utilizing existing resources 
available. 
 
Please contact Mike Hilley at (360) 927-1155 for questions or concerns regarding this 
amendment. 
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 Page 1 

PROPOSED BY:__County Executive_ 1 

SPONSORED BY: BY:_County Executive__ 2 

INTRODUCTION DATE: January 26. 2021 3 

 4 

 5 

ORDINANCE NO. ________ 6 

 7 

AMENDING WHATCOM COUNTY CODE CHAPTER 2.66 8 

COUNTY-OWNED VEHICLES 9 

 10 

  11 

 12 

 WHEREAS, Whatcom County Code Chapter 2.66 provides for and outlines the legal 13 

authorization for use of County vehicles; 14 

 15 

 WHEREAS, the County delivers a broad array of services to vulnerable populations 16 

in the community through mobile integrated health programs (GRACE, LEED, Supportive 17 

Housing, COVID response) requiring reliable and accessible motor vehicle transportation of 18 

service recipients; and 19 

 20 

 WHEREAS, the County Health Department and Emergency Medical Services 21 

maintain an ongoing need to transport community members for purposes of delivering 22 

County services; and 23 

  24 

 WHEREAS, the County is able to utilize contracted providers such as Community 25 

Paramedics, GRACE/SEAMAR employees and authorized County volunteers to provide the 26 

transportation necessary to deliver services utilizing County vehicles; 27 

 28 

 WHEREAS, Whatcom County Code Chapter 2.66 currently prohibits all non-29 

employees from operating County vehicles; and   30 

 31 

 WHEREAS, amending Chapter 2.66 to allow for the limited authorized use of County 32 

vehicles by non-employees for County government purposes is an efficient, cost effective, 33 

and practical means for providing necessary transportation related to County services and 34 

business; and  35 

 36 

 WHEREAS, the proposed amendment and the corresponding County motor vehicle 37 

policy provide sufficient limitations, restrictions, and requirements to protect County 38 

interests related to non-employee drivers;         39 

 40 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Whatcom County Council that the 41 

Whatcom County Code is hereby amended as outlined in Exhibit A to this Ordinance. 42 

 43 

  44 

 45 

 46 

 47 

 48 

 49 

 50 
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 1 

 ADOPTED this          day of                 __________, 2021. 2 

 3 

 4 

       WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL 5 

ATTEST:      WHATCOM COUNTY, WASHINGTON 6 

 7 

 8 

Dana Brown-Davis, Clerk of the Council  Barry Buchanan, Council Chair 9 

 10 

 11 

WHATCOM COUNTY EXECUTIVE 12 

APPROVED AS TO FORM:    WHATCOM COUNTY, WASHINGTON 13 

     14 

 15 

Civil Deputy Prosecutor    Satpal Sidhu, County Executive 16 

        17 

       (    ) Approved (    ) Denied 18 

       Date Signed: _______________________ 19 

 20 

 21 

 22 

 23 

 24 

 25 

 26 

 27 

 28 

 29 

 30 

 31 

 32 

 33 

 34 

 35 

 36 

 37 

 38 

 39 

 40 

 41 

 42 

 43 

 44 

 45 

 46 

 47 

 48 

 49 

 50 
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EXHIBIT A 1 

 2 

 3 

Chapter 2.66 4 

COUNTY-OWNED VEHICLES 5 

Sections: 6 

2.66.010    Purpose. 7 

2.66.020    Vehicles. 8 

2.66.030    Policy. 9 

2.66.035    Preference to private vehicles. 10 

2.66.040    Storage. 11 

2.66.050    Driver’s license. 12 

2.66.060    Drivers. 13 

2.66.070    Employee-driver responsibility. 14 

2.66.080    Passengers. 15 

2.66.090    Long-range vehicle assignments. 16 

2.66.100    Motor pool duties. 17 

2.66.110    Overnight and after-hours use. 18 

2.66.120    Return of the vehicle. 19 

2.66.130    Continuing use. 20 

2.66.140    Rental fees. 21 

2.66.150    Executive as administrator. 22 

2.66.010 Purpose. 23 

The purpose of this policy is to provide for the uniform and consistent use of county-owned vehicles. 24 

(Ord. 80-45 § 1). 25 

2.66.020 Vehicles. 26 

County vehicles shall be identified in accordance with state law. The manner in which employees and 27 

authorized users operate and utilize these readily identifiable vehicles is under continuing observation 28 

by the public and each employee must recognize the responsibility for prudent and proper operation of 29 

a county car when assigned for official business. (Ord. 80-45 § 2). 30 
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2.66.030 Policy. 1 

County-owned vehicles shall be used only for transportation needs relative to official county business. 2 

County vehicles shall be utilized solely on a daily trip basis from the assigned work station except as 3 

enumerated in Sections 2.66.090, 2.66.110, 2.66.120 and 2.66.130. (Ord. 80-45 § 3). 4 

2.66.035 Preference to private vehicles. 5 

To the extent they are available, motor pool cars shall be utilized for County travel purposes by 6 

employees stationed in the central County complex before privately owned vehicles are used on a 7 

reimbursement basis. The County Executive is authorized to grant exemption from this provision when 8 

the cost of a motor pool vehicle would exceed the cost of the use of a private automobile. (Ord. 83-41; 9 

Ord. 82-93 § 1(g)). 10 

2.66.040 Storage. 11 

The motor pool shall provide a secured parking area for overnight and weekend parking of official 12 

County motor pool vehicles. All vehicles excluding those covered by 13 

Sections 2.66.090, 2.66.110, 2.66.120 and 2.66.130 will be returned to this secured parking area daily by 14 

such hour as shall be established by administrative procedure. (Ord. 80-45 § 4). 15 

2.66.050 Driver’s license. 16 

All drivers assigned to a County vehicle for use on official business must possess a valid driver’s license. 17 

Licenses must be properly validated for any special equipment operation. (Ord. 80-45 § 5). 18 

2.66.060 Drivers. 19 

County employees who are on official county business may drive a County vehicle. If there is more than 20 

one county employee being transported by the vehicle for county business, any duly licensed county 21 

employee may drive. For the purposes of this section, consultants, private contractors and independent 22 

contractors are not considered employees of Whatcom County.  Non-employees may only drive County 23 

vehicles if approved in advance and in writing by the County Executive or the Deputy County Executive. 24 

All authorized non-employee drivers must have a driver’s record that meets Whatcom County standards, 25 

and must agree in writing to fully comply with Whatcom County’s driving policies.   (Ord. 80-45 § 6). 26 

2.66.070 Driver responsibility. 27 

When using a County vehicle, the employee-driver or other authorized-driver has a responsibility 28 

regarding the following: 29 

A. Safe and proper operation of the vehicle in accordance with the state traffic laws; 30 

B. Use of the vehicle for official business only and for purposes specified in the written authority issued 31 

pursuant to Section 2.66.060; 32 

C. Transporting passengers only in connection with official County business and as may be specified in 33 

the written authority issued pursuant to Section 2.66.060; 34 
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D. Adequately protecting the vehicle from damage and/or theft; 1 

E. Promptly and efficiently reporting any accident as required by state law, and in addition, shall report 2 

any accident to the tort claims division of Whatcom County through the Whatcom County Prosecutor’s 3 

Office; 4 

F. Keeping the interior and exterior of the vehicle neat and clean, and in the case of a daily rental, return 5 

the vehicle refueled and ready for use; 6 

G. The driver of the vehicle is responsible for any and all fines for moving violations received while 7 

operating the vehicle. (Ord. 80-45 § 7). 8 

2.66.080 Passengers. 9 

Except when directly related to County business, a vehicle, whether assigned or dispatched pursuant to 10 

the provisions regarding 24-hour or permanent assignments, shall not be used to transport any person 11 

or employee, other than the vehicle operator, to and from work. (Ord. 80-45 § 8). 12 

2.66.090 Long-range vehicle assignments. 13 

The provisions of the other sections of this chapter notwithstanding, County-owned motor pool vehicles 14 

may be assigned to a county official,  employee or authorized user on a 24-hour basis when and if the 15 

County Executive declares such assignment to be in the best interests of the County and the conduct of 16 

County business. (Ord. 80-45 § 9). 17 

2.66.100 Motor pool duties.1 18 

The motor pool shall maintain and make available to County governmental departments vehicles for 19 

daily rental use for the performance of official duties. A daily rental shall be approved in writing by the 20 

elected official or the department head responsible for the activity in which the rental vehicle will be 21 

used. The motor pool shall be responsible for the maintenance of the mileage records for each vehicle. 22 

(Ord. 80-45 § 10). 23 

2.66.110 Overnight and after-hours use. 24 

The council recognizes that sometimes County business requires use of the vehicle at odd hours. 25 

Therefore, the following provisions are appropriate. A County employee or other authorized user may 26 

check out a County vehicle from the motor pool for overnight use only if: 27 

A. The department head or his designee notifies the motor pool that the employee requesting the use of 28 

the vehicle has authorization to do so; and 29 

B. The vehicles must be checked out overnight because the employee/user must have the vehicle early 30 

the next day for official use, and having to wait for the motor pool to open would seriously interfere 31 

with the schedule of the employee/user; or 32 
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C. The employee/user returns from official business at a time when the motor pool is closed. In this 1 

case, the employee/user shall return the vehicle to the motor pool the following business day at motor 2 

pool opening time; 3 

D. The overnight or after-hours use was previously authorized by the County Executive or the Deputy 4 

County Executive pursuant to 2.66.060 for purposes of official County business; 5 

. The employee/user will be away for more than one day. (Ord. 80-45 § 11). 6 

2.66.120 Return of the vehicle. 7 

If the employee or authorized user is returning the vehicle during hours, he shall return it directly to the 8 

motor pool. (Ord. 80-45 § 12). 9 

2.66.130 Continuing use. 10 

Motor pool vehicles may be assigned to the individuals on a basis of continued daily use during regular 11 

County government business hours, but only after such assignment has been justified to and approved 12 

by the County Executive. (Ord. 80-45 § 13). 13 

2.66.140 Rental fees. 14 

The motor pool shall be reimbursed for the use of the pool vehicles by the using departments according 15 

to a schedule of charges to be established by administrative procedures, such schedule of charges being 16 

subject to change dictated by purchase, maintenance, and operating costs incurred by the motor pool in 17 

maintaining the fleet. (Ord. 80-45 § 14). 18 

2.66.150 Executive as administrator. 19 

The County Executive is authorized and shall be responsible to establish the administrative procedures 20 

and requirements governing the operation and maintenance of the motor pool, the method and 21 

determination of the assignment of the vehicles, the disposition of charges arising from misuse of a 22 

County vehicle, and any other administrative requirements related to motor pool management. (Ord. 23 

80-45 § 15). 24 
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PROPOSED BY:__County Executive_ 1 

SPONSORED BY: BY:_County Executive__ 2 

INTRODUCTION DATE: January 26. 2021 3 

 4 

 5 

ORDINANCE NO. ________ 6 

 7 

AMENDING WHATCOM COUNTY CODE CHAPTER 2.66 8 

COUNTY-OWNED VEHICLES 9 

 10 

  11 

 12 

 WHEREAS, Whatcom County Code Chapter 2.66 provides for and outlines the legal 13 

authorization for use of County vehicles; 14 

 15 

 WHEREAS, the County delivers a broad array of services to vulnerable populations 16 

in the community through mobile integrated health programs (GRACE, LEED, Supportive 17 

Housing, COVID response) requiring reliable and accessible motor vehicle transportation of 18 

service recipients; and 19 

 20 

 WHEREAS, the County Health Department and Emergency Medical Services 21 

maintain an ongoing need to transport community members for purposes of delivering 22 

County services; and 23 

  24 

 WHEREAS, the County is able to utilize contracted providers such as Community 25 

Paramedics, GRACE/SEAMAR employees and authorized County volunteers to provide the 26 

transportation necessary to deliver services utilizing County vehicles; 27 

 28 

 WHEREAS, Whatcom County Code Chapter 2.66 currently prohibits all non-29 

employees from operating County vehicles; and   30 

 31 

 WHEREAS, amending Chapter 2.66 to allow for the limited authorized use of County 32 

vehicles by non-employees for County government purposes is an efficient, cost effective, 33 

and practical means for providing necessary transportation related to County services and 34 

business; and  35 

 36 

 WHEREAS, the proposed amendment and the corresponding County motor vehicle 37 

policy provide sufficient limitations, restrictions, and requirements to protect County 38 

interests related to non-employee drivers;         39 

 40 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Whatcom County Council that the 41 

Whatcom County Code is hereby amended as outlined in Exhibit A to this Ordinance. 42 

 43 

  44 

 45 

 46 

 47 

 48 

 49 

 50 
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 1 

 ADOPTED this          day of                 __________, 2021. 2 

 3 

 4 

       WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL 5 

ATTEST:      WHATCOM COUNTY, WASHINGTON 6 

 7 

 8 

Dana Brown-Davis, Clerk of the Council  Barry Buchanan, Council Chair 9 

 10 

 11 

WHATCOM COUNTY EXECUTIVE 12 

APPROVED AS TO FORM:    WHATCOM COUNTY, WASHINGTON 13 

     14 

 15 

Civil Deputy Prosecutor    Satpal Sidhu, County Executive 16 

        17 

       (    ) Approved (    ) Denied 18 

       Date Signed: _______________________ 19 

 20 

 21 

 22 

 23 

 24 

 25 

 26 

 27 

 28 

 29 

 30 

 31 

 32 

 33 

 34 

 35 

 36 

 37 

 38 

 39 

 40 

 41 

 42 

 43 

 44 

 45 

 46 

 47 

 48 

 49 

 50 
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EXHIBIT A 1 

 2 

 3 

Chapter 2.66 4 

COUNTY-OWNED VEHICLES 5 

Sections: 6 

2.66.010    Purpose. 7 

2.66.020    Vehicles. 8 

2.66.030    Policy. 9 

2.66.035    Preference to private vehicles. 10 

2.66.040    Storage. 11 

2.66.050    Driver’s license. 12 

2.66.060    Drivers. 13 

2.66.070    Employee-driver responsibility. 14 

2.66.080    Passengers. 15 

2.66.090    Long-range vehicle assignments. 16 

2.66.100    Motor pool duties. 17 

2.66.110    Overnight and after-hours use. 18 

2.66.120    Return of the vehicle. 19 

2.66.130    Continuing use. 20 

2.66.140    Rental fees. 21 

2.66.150    Executive as administrator. 22 

2.66.010 Purpose. 23 

The purpose of this policy is to provide for the uniform and consistent use of county-owned vehicles. 24 

(Ord. 80-45 § 1). 25 

2.66.020 Vehicles. 26 

County vehicles shall be identified in accordance with state law. The manner in which employees and 27 

authorized users operate and utilize these readily identifiable vehicles is under continuing observation 28 

by the public and each employee must recognize the responsibility for prudent and proper operation of 29 

a county car when assigned for official business. (Ord. 80-45 § 2). 30 
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2.66.030 Policy. 1 

County-owned vehicles shall be used only for transportation needs relative to official county business. 2 

County vehicles shall be utilized solely on a daily trip basis from the assigned work station except as 3 

enumerated in Sections 2.66.090, 2.66.110, 2.66.120 and 2.66.130. (Ord. 80-45 § 3). 4 

2.66.035 Preference to private vehicles. 5 

To the extent they are available, motor pool cars shall be utilized for County travel purposes by 6 

employees stationed in the central County complex before privately owned vehicles are used on a 7 

reimbursement basis. The County Executive is authorized to grant exemption from this provision when 8 

the cost of a motor pool vehicle would exceed the cost of the use of a private automobile. (Ord. 83-41; 9 

Ord. 82-93 § 1(g)). 10 

2.66.040 Storage. 11 

The motor pool shall provide a secured parking area for overnight and weekend parking of official 12 

County motor pool vehicles. All vehicles excluding those covered by 13 

Sections 2.66.090, 2.66.110, 2.66.120 and 2.66.130 will be returned to this secured parking area daily by 14 

such hour as shall be established by administrative procedure. (Ord. 80-45 § 4). 15 

2.66.050 Driver’s license. 16 

All drivers assigned to a County vehicle for use on official business must possess a valid driver’s license. 17 

Licenses must be properly validated for any special equipment operation. (Ord. 80-45 § 5). 18 

2.66.060 Drivers. 19 

County employees who are on official county business may drive a County vehicle. If there is more than 20 

one county employee being transported by the vehicle for county business, any duly licensed county 21 

employee may drive. For the purposes of this section, consultants, private contractors and independent 22 

contractors are not considered employees of Whatcom County.  Non-employees may only drive County 23 

vehicles if approved in advance and in writing by the County Executive or the Deputy County Executive. 24 

All authorized non-employee drivers must have a driver’s record that meets Whatcom County standards, 25 

and must agree in writing to fully comply with Whatcom County’s driving policies.   (Ord. 80-45 § 6). 26 

2.66.070 Driver responsibility. 27 

When using a County vehicle, the employee-driver or other authorized-driver has a responsibility 28 

regarding the following: 29 

A. Safe and proper operation of the vehicle in accordance with the state traffic laws; 30 

B. Use of the vehicle for official business only and for purposes specified in the written authority issued 31 

pursuant to Section 2.66.060; 32 

C. Transporting passengers only in connection with official County business and as may be specified in 33 

the written authority issued pursuant to Section 2.66.060; 34 
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D. Adequately protecting the vehicle from damage and/or theft; 1 

E. Promptly and efficiently reporting any accident as required by state law, and in addition, shall report 2 

any accident to the tort claims division of Whatcom County through the Whatcom County Prosecutor’s 3 

Office; 4 

F. Keeping the interior and exterior of the vehicle neat and clean, and in the case of a daily rental, return 5 

the vehicle refueled and ready for use; 6 

G. The driver of the vehicle is responsible for any and all fines for moving violations received while 7 

operating the vehicle. (Ord. 80-45 § 7). 8 

2.66.080 Passengers. 9 

Except when directly related to County business, a vehicle, whether assigned or dispatched pursuant to 10 

the provisions regarding 24-hour or permanent assignments, shall not be used to transport any person 11 

or employee, other than the vehicle operator, to and from work. (Ord. 80-45 § 8). 12 

2.66.090 Long-range vehicle assignments. 13 

The provisions of the other sections of this chapter notwithstanding, County-owned motor pool vehicles 14 

may be assigned to a county official,  employee or authorized user on a 24-hour basis when and if the 15 

County Executive declares such assignment to be in the best interests of the County and the conduct of 16 

County business. (Ord. 80-45 § 9). 17 

2.66.100 Motor pool duties.1 18 

The motor pool shall maintain and make available to County governmental departments vehicles for 19 

daily rental use for the performance of official duties. A daily rental shall be approved in writing by the 20 

elected official or the department head responsible for the activity in which the rental vehicle will be 21 

used. The motor pool shall be responsible for the maintenance of the mileage records for each vehicle. 22 

(Ord. 80-45 § 10). 23 

2.66.110 Overnight and after-hours use. 24 

The council recognizes that sometimes County business requires use of the vehicle at odd hours. 25 

Therefore, the following provisions are appropriate. A County employee or other authorized user may 26 

check out a County vehicle from the motor pool for overnight use only if: 27 

A. The department head or his designee notifies the motor pool that the employee requesting the use of 28 

the vehicle has authorization to do so; and 29 

B. The vehicles must be checked out overnight because the employee/user must have the vehicle early 30 

the next day for official use, and having to wait for the motor pool to open would seriously interfere 31 

with the schedule of the employee/user; or 32 
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C. The employee/user returns from official business at a time when the motor pool is closed. In this 1 

case, the employee/user shall return the vehicle to the motor pool the following business day at motor 2 

pool opening time; 3 

D. The overnight or after-hours use was previously authorized by the County Executive or the Deputy 4 

County Executive pursuant to 2.66.060 for purposes of official County business; 5 

. The employee/user will be away for more than one day. (Ord. 80-45 § 11). 6 

2.66.120 Return of the vehicle. 7 

If the employee or authorized user is returning the vehicle during hours, he shall return it directly to the 8 

motor pool. (Ord. 80-45 § 12). 9 

2.66.130 Continuing use. 10 

Motor pool vehicles may be assigned to the individuals on a basis of continued daily use during regular 11 

County government business hours, but only after such assignment has been justified to and approved 12 

by the County Executive. (Ord. 80-45 § 13). 13 

2.66.140 Rental fees. 14 

The motor pool shall be reimbursed for the use of the pool vehicles by the using departments according 15 

to a schedule of charges to be established by administrative procedures, such schedule of charges being 16 

subject to change dictated by purchase, maintenance, and operating costs incurred by the motor pool in 17 

maintaining the fleet. (Ord. 80-45 § 14). 18 

2.66.150 Executive as administrator. 19 

The County Executive is authorized and shall be responsible to establish the administrative procedures 20 

and requirements governing the operation and maintenance of the motor pool, the method and 21 

determination of the assignment of the vehicles, the disposition of charges arising from misuse of a 22 

County vehicle, and any other administrative requirements related to motor pool management. (Ord. 23 

80-45 § 15). 24 
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Whatcom County COUNTY COURTHOUSE
311 Grand Avenue, Ste #105
Bellingham, WA 98225-4038

(360) 778-5010

File Number: AB2021-079

1AB2021-079 Status: Agenda ReadyFile ID: Version:

JThomson@co.whatcom.wa.us01/25/2021File Created: Entered by:

ContractHealth DepartmentDepartment: File Type:

Assigned to: Council Finance and Administrative Services Committee Final Action:

Agenda Date: 02/09/2021 Enactment #:

Primary Contact Email:    ADeacon@co.whatcom.wa.us

TITLE FOR AGENDA ITEM:

Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into a contract amendment between Whatcom 

County and SeaMar Community Health Centers to provide oversight and assistance at the COVID-19 

Temporary Housing Facility in the amount of $95,460 for a total amended contract amount of 

$357,976

SUMMARY STATEMENT OR LEGAL NOTICE LANGUAGE:

See attachments
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Action:  Sent To:  Date:  Acting Body:  

Attachments: Staff Memo, Proposed Amendment, Original Contract
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WHATCOM COUNTY 
Health Department 

Erika Lautenbach, Director 
Greg Stern, M.D., Health Officer 

1500 North State Street 
Bellingham, WA 98225-4551 
360.778.6100 | FAX 360.778.6101 
www.whatcomcounty.us/health 

509 Girard Street 
Bellingham, WA 98225-4005 

360.778.6000 | FAX 360.778.6001 
WhatcomCountyHealth 

WhatcomCoHealth 

 

MEMORANDUM 
 

TO:  Satpal Sidhu, County Executive 
 

FROM:  Erika Lautenbach, Director  
 

RE: SeaMar Community Health Centers – COVID-19 Temporary Housing 

Facility Contract Amendment #2 
 

DATE:  January 25, 2021  
 

 

Attached is a contract amendment between Whatcom County and SeaMar for your review and 

signature. 
 

▪ Background and Purpose 

During the COVID-19 pandemic, it is necessary for Whatcom County to implement actions that 

will mitigate the spread of the disease and provide basic services in support of public health for 

the community at large. In order to respond to people in need of isolation and quarantine who 

have no other option to accomplish this, a temporary housing facility has been opened. This 

contract provides funding for SeaMar to support the daily operations at the facility. SeaMar has 

the necessary experience to accomplish this effort based on their current work as the provider 

of the Whatcom Ground-level Response and Coordinated Engagement (GRACE) Program. At 

the time amendment #1 was authorized by Council and approved by the County Executive, a 

source of funding to extend the contract beyond January 31st had yet to be identified. Funding 

from the Washington State Department of Health has since been identified and the purpose of 

this amendment is to extend the contract through 05/31/2021. 
 

▪ Funding Amount and Source 

Funding for this extended contract period (02/01/21 – 05/31/2021) may not exceed $95,460 and 

funding for the entire contract period (03/01/2020 – 05/31/2021) may not exceed $357,976. 

Funds under the contract are made available by a grant awarded by the US Department of 

Treasury and subject to Section 601(a) of the Social Security Act, as amended by section 5001 

of the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act and Title V and VI of the 

CARES Act, passed thru the Washington State Department of Health Emergency Preparedness 

& Response COVID-19 Local CARES Grant (CFDA 21.019). These funds will be included in the 

2021 budget. Council approval is not required per Whatcom County Code 3.08.100(A)(6) for 

contracts executed within the declaration of a county emergency. 
 

Please contact Kathleen Roy at extension #6007 if you have any questions regarding this 

agreement. 
 

Encl. 
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 Whatcom County Contract No. 
  

202011032 – 2  
  

  

Originating Department: 85 Health          

Division/Program: (i.e. Dept. Division and Program) 8550 Human Services / 855040 Housing Program 

Contract or Grant Administrator: Anne Deacon 

Contractor’s / Agency Name: SeaMar Community Health Centers         

Is this a New Contract? If not, is this an Amendment or Renewal to an Existing Contract? Yes   No   

Yes   No   If Amendment or Renewal, (per WCC 3.08.100 (a)) Original Contract #: 202011032      
  

Does contract require Council Approval? Yes   No   
If No, include WCC: 

3.08.100(A)(6) 
**Under Declaration of Emergency** 

Already approved?  Council Approved Date:         (Exclusions see: Whatcom County Codes 3.06.010, 3.08.090 and 3.08.100) 
 

Is this a grant agreement? 

If yes, grantor agency contract number(s):                 CFDA#: 21.019 Yes   No   
 

Is this contract grant funded? 

If yes, Whatcom County grant contract number(s): 201801023 Yes   No   
 

Is this contract the result of a RFP or Bid process?  

      
Contract Cost 
Center: 660430 Yes   No   If yes, RFP and Bid number(s): 

  

Is this agreement excluded from E-Verify? No   Yes   If no, include Attachment D Contractor Declaration form. 
 

If YES, indicate exclusion(s) below: This contract provides services to the County required as a result of an emergency. (COVID-19 pandemic) 

  Professional services agreement for certified/licensed professional.  

  Contract work is for less than $100,000.   Contract for Commercial off the shelf items (COTS). 

  Contract work is for less than 120 days.  Work related subcontract less than $25,000. 

  Interlocal Agreement (between Governments).   Public Works - Local Agency/Federally Funded FHWA. 
  

 

Contract Amount:(sum of original contract amount and 
any prior amendments): 

Council approval required for; all property leases, contracts or bid awards exceeding $40,000, 
and professional service contract amendments that have an  increase greater than $10,000 or 
10% of contract amount, whichever is greater,  except when:  
1. Exercising an option contained in a contract previously approved by the council.  
2. Contract is for design, construction, r-o-w acquisition, prof. services, or other capital costs 

approved by council in a capital budget appropriation ordinance.  
3. Bid or award is for supplies. 
4. Equipment is included  in Exhibit “B” of the Budget Ordinance 
5. Contract is for manufacturer’s technical support and hardware maintenance of electronic 

systems and/or technical support and software maintenance from the developer of 
proprietary software currently used by Whatcom County.  

  $ 262,516  

This Amendment Amount: 

  $ 95,460  

Total Amended Amount: 

  $ 357,976  

 

Summary of Scope:  This contract provides funding for operations at a temporary housing facility for people in need of isolation and quarantine 
due to COVID-19.              

Term of Contract:  15 Months  Expiration Date:              05/31/2021 
 
Contract Routing: 

1.  Prepared by:   JT           Date:   12/04/2020 

2. Health Budget Approval KR/JG Date: 01/22/2021 

3.  Attorney signoff:   RB Date:   01/25/2021jthom 

4.  AS Finance reviewed:   M Caldwell Date:   01/22/2021 

5.  IT reviewed (if IT related):                   Date:                   
6.  Contractor signed:                   Date:                   
7.  Submitted to Exec.:    Date:    

8.  Council approved (if necessary):   AB2021-079 Date:    

9.  Executive signed:                   Date:                   
10.  Original to Council:                   Date:               

 

WHATCOM COUNTY CONTRACT 

INFORMATION SHEET 
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WHATCOM COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT CONTRACT AMENDMENT 
 
PARTIES: 
Whatcom County     AND CONTRACTOR: 
Whatcom County Health Department    SeaMar Community Health Centers 
509 Girard Street 1040 S Henderson Street  
Bellingham, WA  98225 Seattle, WA  98108 
        
CONTRACT PERIODS: 
Original: 03/01/2020 – 12/30/2020  
Amendment #1: 12/31/2020 – 01/31/2021 
Amendment #2: 02/01/2021 – 05/31/2021  
  
 

THE CONTRACT IDENTIFIED HEREIN, INCLUDING ANY PREVIOUS AMENDMENTS THERETO, IS HEREBY 
AMENDED AS SET FORTH IN THE DESCRIPTION OF THE AMENDMENT BELOW BY MUTUAL CONSENT OF ALL 
PARTIES HERETO  
 
 

DESCRIPTION OF AMENDMENT: 
 

1. Extend the term of the contract through 05/31/2021. 
 

2. Amend Exhibit B – Compensation, to reflect a budget for the extended contract period and update invoicing 
requirements; revised Exhibit B is attached. 
 

3. Add Exhibit G Special Terms and Conditions of Washington State Emergency Preparedness & Response 
COVID-19 Local CARES Grant (CFDA 21.019). 
 

4. Funding for the extended contract period (02/01/21 – 05/31/21) is not to exceed $95,460. 
 

5. Funding for the total contract period (03/01/2020 – 05/31/2021) is not to exceed $357,976. 
 

6. All other terms and conditions remain unchanged. 
 
7. The effective start date of the amendment is 02/01/2021. 

 

Whatcom County Contract No. 
 

202011032 – 2  
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ALL OTHER TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF THE ORIGINAL CONTRACT AND ANY PREVIOUS AMENDMENTS THERETO 
REMAIN IN FULL FORCE AND EFFECT. ALL PARTIES IDENTIFIED AS AFFECTED BY THIS AMENDMENT HEREBY 
ACKNOWLEDGE AND ACCEPT THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF THIS AMENDMENT. Each signatory below to this Contract 
warrants that he/she is the authorized agent of the respective party; and that he/she has the authority to enter into the 
contract and bind the party thereto. 
 
 
 
APPROVAL AS TO PROGRAM:     
 Anne Deacon, Human Services Manager Date 
 
 
DEPARTMENT HEAD APPROVAL:   
 Erika Lautenbach, Health Department Director Date 
 
 
APPROVAL AS TO FORM:         
 Royce Buckingham, Prosecuting Attorney Date 

       

FOR THE CONTRACTOR: 
 
  
Contractor Signature     Print Name and Title    Date 
 
STATE OF WASHINGTON) 

               ) 
COUNTY OF KING) 

 
On this              day of                                      , 2021, before me personally appeared _____________________, to 

me known to be the ______________________ and who executed the above instrument and who acknowledged to me the act of 

signing and sealing thereof. 

 
                                                                      
NOTARY PUBLIC in and for the State of Washington.  

Residing at __________________________________ 

 My Commission expires:   

 
FOR WHATCOM COUNTY:  
 
    
Satpal Singh Sidhu, County Executive         Date 
 
STATE OF WASHINGTON) 

               ) 
COUNTY OF WHATCOM  ) 

 
On this              day of                                      , 2021, before me personally appeared Satpal Singh Sidhu, to me 

known to be the Executive of Whatcom County and who executed the above instrument and who acknowledged to me the act of 

signing and sealing thereof. 

 
           
NOTARY PUBLIC in and for the State of Washington. Residing at 
Bellingham. My Commission expires:   
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EXHIBIT “B” – Amendment #2 

(COMPENSATION) 
 

I. Budget and Source of Funding: Funding for this contract period (02/01/21 – 05/31/21) may not exceed $95,460. 

Funds under the Contract are made available and are subject to Section 601(a) of the Social Security Act, as amended 

by section 5001 of the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act (CARES Act) and Title V and VI of the 

CARES Act. The project was supported by a grant awarded by the US Department of the Treasury. Grant funds are 

administered by the Local Government Coronavirus Relief Fund thru the Washington State Department of Health 

Emergency Preparedness & Response COVID-19 Local CARES Grant (CFDA 21.019). The budget for this contract is 

as follows: 

 

BUDGET (02/01/2021 – 05/31/2021) 

Item  Documentation Required Budget 

Salaries for personnel providing Facility Operational 
Support, Consultation, and Technical Assistance 

Expanded GL report for the period $89,460 

Support Assistance Program and Flex Funds 
GL Detail or Credit Card statement and Receipts 
showing documentation to support dispersals 

$6,000 

TOTAL BUDGET:   $95,460  

 
Changes to the line item budget that exceed 10% of the line item amount must be approved in writing by the County. 
 

II.Invoicing 

 
1. The Contractor shall submit itemized invoices according to the date provided in #2 below in a format approved 

by the County to HL-BusinessOffice@co.whatcom.wa.us. 

2. Invoices submitted for payment must include the items identified in the table above. Final invoices for payment 

for the 02/01/21 – 05/31/2021 contract period must be submitted no later than June 21, 2021. 

3. Payment by the County will be considered timely if it is made within 30 days of the receipt and acceptance of 

billing information from Contractor.  The County may withhold payment of an invoice if the Contractor submits it 

more than 30 days after the expiration of this contract.  

4. Invoices must include the following statement, with an authorized signature and date:  

I certify that the materials have been furnished, the services rendered, or the labor performed as 
described on this invoice. 

5. Duplication of Billed Costs or Payments for Service:  The Contractor shall not bill the County for services 

performed or provided under this contract, and the County shall not pay the Contractor, if the Contractor has 

been or will be paid by any other source, including grants, for those costs used to perform or provide the 

services in this contract.  The Contractor is responsible for any audit exceptions or disallowed amounts paid as a 

result of this contract.
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“Exhibit G” 
(Special Terms and Conditions for Emergency Preparedness & Response  

COVID-19 Local CARES Grant – CFDA #21.019) 
  

The funds allocated for services performed under this contract are Washington State Department of Health funds. 

The terms included in this agreement and any additional agreements herein are a result of the grant funding 

requirements. 

1. DEFINITIONS 
As used throughout this Contract, the following terms shall have the meaning set forth below: 

A. “Authorized Representative” shall mean the Director and/or the designee authorized in writing to act on the 

Director’s behalf. 

B. “DOH” shall mean the Department of Health. 

C. “Contract” or “Agreement” means the entire written agreement between DOH and the Contractor, including 

any attachments, documents, or materials incorporated by reference. E-mail or facsimile transmission of a 

signed copy of this contract shall be the same as delivery of an original. 

D. "Contractor" shall mean the entity identified on the face sheet performing service(s) under this Contract, and 

shall include all employees and agents of the Contractor. 

E. “Personal Information” shall mean information identifiable to any person, including, but not limited to, 

information that relates to a person’s name, health, finances, education, business, use or receipt of 

governmental services or other activities, addresses, telephone numbers, social security numbers, driver 

license numbers, other identifying numbers, and any financial identifiers. 

F. ”State” shall mean the state of Washington. 

G. "Subcontractor" shall mean one not in the employment of the Contractor, who is performing all or part of 

those services under this Contract under a separate contract with the Contractor. The terms “subcontractor” 

and “subcontractors” mean subcontractor(s) in any tier. 

2. GUIDANCE TO FUNDING RECIPIENTS 
Guidance to recipients of funding available under section 601(a) of the Social Security Act, as added by section 
5001 of the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act (“CARES Act”) shall be reviewed under the 
Coronavirus Relief Fund Guidance for State, Territorial, Local, and Tribal Governments at 
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/CRF-Guidance-Federal-Register_2021-00827.pdf.  

3. ALL WRITINGS CONTAINED HEREIN 
This Contract contains all the terms and conditions agreed upon by the parties. No other understandings, oral or 
otherwise, regarding the subject matter of this Contract shall be deemed to exist or to bind any of the parties 
hereto. 

4. AMENDMENTS 
This Contract may be amended by mutual agreement of the parties. Such amendments shall not be binding 
unless they are in writing and signed by personnel authorized to bind each of the parties. 

5. AUDIT 
Contractor shall maintain internal controls providing reasonable assurance it is managing federal awards in 
compliance with laws, regulations, and provisions of contracts or grant agreements that could have a material 
effect on each of its federal programs; and prepare appropriate financial statements, including a schedule of 
expenditures of federal awards. 

If the Contractor is a subrecipient and expends $750,000 or more in federal awards from any and/or all sources 
in any fiscal year, the Contractor shall procure and pay for a single audit or a program-specific audit for that fiscal 
year.  
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6. INDEMNIFICATION 
Each party shall be solely responsible for the acts of its employees, officers, and agents. 

7. LAWS 
The Contractor shall comply with all applicable laws, ordinances, codes, regulations, and policies of local, state, 

and federal governments, as now or hereafter amended, including, but not limited to: 

United States Laws, Regulations and Circulars (Federal) 

Contractor shall comply with Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost Principles, and Audit Requirement for 

Federal Award, 2 CFR 200, Subpart F – Audit Requirements. 

Contractor shall comply with the applicable requirements of 2 CFR Part 200, including any future amendments to 

2 CFR Part 200, and any successor or replacement Office of Management and Budget (OMB) Circular or 

regulation. 

Contractor shall comply with Omnibus Crime Control and Safe streets Act of 1968, Title VI of the Civil Rights Act 

of 1964, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, Title 

IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, The Age Discrimination Act of 1975, and The Department of Justice 

Non-Discrimination Regulations, 28 C.F.R. Part 42, Subparts C.D.E. and G, and 28 C.F.R. Part 35 and 39. 

8. LICENSING, ACCREDITATION AND REGISTRATION 
The Contractor shall comply with all applicable local, state, and federal licensing, accreditation and registration 
requirements or standards necessary for the performance of this Contract.  

9. RECORDS MAINTENANCE 
The Contractor shall maintain books, records, documents, data and other evidence relating to this contract and 
performance of the services described herein, including but not limited to accounting procedures and practices 
that sufficiently and properly reflect all direct and indirect costs of any nature expended in the performance of this 
contract.   

The Contractor shall maintain records that identify, in its accounts, all federal awards received and expended 
and the federal programs under which they were received, by Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance (CFDA) 
title and number, award number and year, name of the federal agency, and name of the pass-through entity. 

The Contractor shall retain such records for a period of six (6) years following the date of final payment.  

If any litigation, claim or audit is started before the expiration of the six (6) year period, the records shall be 
retained until all litigation, claims, or audit findings involving the records have been resolved. 

10. SEVERABILITY 
The provisions of this contract are intended to be severable. If any term or provision is illegal or invalid for any 
reason whatsoever, such illegality or invalidity shall not affect the validity of the remainder of the contract. 

11. SURVIVAL 
The terms, conditions, and warranties contained in this Contract that by their sense and context are intended to 
survive the completion of the performance, cancellation or termination of this Contract shall so survive.  
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Agenda Bill Master Report

Whatcom County COUNTY COURTHOUSE
311 Grand Avenue, Ste #105
Bellingham, WA 98225-4038

(360) 778-5010

File Number: AB2021-080

1AB2021-080 Status: Agenda ReadyFile ID: Version:

JThomson@co.whatcom.wa.us01/25/2021File Created: Entered by:

InterlocalHealth DepartmentDepartment: File Type:

Assigned to: Council Finance and Administrative Services Committee Final Action:

Agenda Date: 02/09/2021 Enactment #:

Primary Contact Email:    ADeacon@co.whatcom.wa.us

TITLE FOR AGENDA ITEM:

Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into an interlocal agreement between Whatcom 

County and the United States Department of the Treasury for rental and utility assistance and other 

housing expenses, in the amount of $6,911,585

SUMMARY STATEMENT OR LEGAL NOTICE LANGUAGE:

See attachments

HISTORY OF LEGISLATIVE FILE

Action:  Sent To:  Date:  Acting Body:  

Attachments: Staff Memo, Grant Agreement, Background Information
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WHATCOM COUNTY

Health Department

Erika Lautenbach, Director

Greg Stern, M.D., Health Officer

1500 North State Street

Bellingham, WA 98225-4551

360.778.6100 | FAX 360.778.6101

www.whatcomcounty.us/health

509 Girard Street

Bellingham, WA 98225-4005

360.778.6000 | FAX 360.778.6001

WhatcomCountyHealth

WhatcomCoHealth

MEMORANDUM

TO: Satpal Sidhu, County Executive

FROM: Erika Lautenbach, Director

RE: U.S. Department of the Treasury – COVID19 Emergency Rental Assistance Grant

DATE: January 25, 2021

Attached is a contract between Whatcom County and the U.S. Department of the Treasury for

your review and signature.

 Background and Purpose

Congressional leaders have executed an emergency COVID-19 relief bill that includes

emergency rental assistance grants to U.S. territories, tribal communities, states, and

cities. This bill provides financial assistance for back and forward rent and utility payments

and other housing expenses. Whatcom County has received an allocation of this grant

which will provide assistance to local residents through 12/31/2021.

 Funding Amount and Source

This grant provides $6,911,585 in funding directly from the U.S. Department of Treasury.

These funds will be included in the 2021 budget. Council approval is required per RCW

39.34.030(2) for agreements between public agencies.

Please contact Kathleen Roy at extension #6007 if you have any questions regarding this

agreement.

Encl.
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Whatcom County Contract No.

Originating Department: 85 Health
Division/Program: (i.e. Dept. Division and Program) 8550 Human Services / 855040 Housing
Contract or Grant Administrator: Anne Deacon
Contractor’s / Agency Name: U.S. Department of the Treasury

Is this a New Contract? If not, is this an Amendment or Renewal to an Existing Contract? Yes No
Yes No If Amendment or Renewal, (per WCC 3.08.100 (a)) Original Contract #:

Does contract require Council Approval? Yes No If No, include WCC:
Already approved? Council Approved Date: (Exclusions see: Whatcom County Codes 3.06.010, 3.08.090 and 3.08.100)

Is this a grant agreement?
If yes, grantor agency contract number(s): OMB 1505-0266 CFDA#: 21.023Yes No

Is this contract grant funded?
If yes, Whatcom County grant contract number(s):Yes No

Is this contract the result of a RFP or Bid process? Contract Cost
Center: 677700Yes No If yes, RFP and Bid number(s):

Is this agreement excluded from E-Verify? No Yes

If YES, indicate exclusion(s) below:
Professional services agreement for certified/licensed professional.
Contract work is for less than $100,000. Contract for Commercial off the shelf items (COTS).
Contract work is for less than 120 days. Work related subcontract less than $25,000.
Interlocal Agreement (between Governments). Public Works - Local Agency/Federally Funded FHWA.

Contract Amount:(sum of original contract amount and
any prior amendments):

Council approval required for; all property leases, contracts or bid awards exceeding $40,000,
and professional service contract amendments that have an increase greater than $10,000 or
10% of contract amount, whichever is greater, except when:
1. Exercising an option contained in a contract previously approved by the council.
2. Contract is for design, construction, r-o-w acquisition, prof. services, or other capital costs

approved by council in a capital budget appropriation ordinance.
3. Bid or award is for supplies.
4. Equipment is included in Exhibit “B” of the Budget Ordinance
5. Contract is for manufacturer’s technical support and hardware maintenance of electronic

systems and/or technical support and software maintenance from the developer of
proprietary software currently used by Whatcom County.

$ 6,911,585
This Amendment Amount:
$

Total Amended Amount:

$

Summary of Scope: This grant provides COVID-related emergency rental and housing assistance to Whatcom County.

Term of Contract: 1 Year Expiration Date: 12/31/2021
Contract Routing: 1. Prepared by: JT Date: 01/21/2021

2. Health Budget Approval: KR/JG Date: 01/22/2021
3. Attorney signoff: RB Date: 01/25/2021
4. AS Finance reviewed: M Caldwell Date: 01/22/2021
5. IT reviewed (if IT related): Date:

6. Contractor approved: Date:
7. Submitted to Exec.: Date:
8. Council approved (if necessary): AB2021-080 Date:

9. Executive signed: Date:

10. Original to Council: Date:

WHATCOM COUNTY CONTRACT
INFORMATION SHEET
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DEPARTMENT APPROVAL

_____________________________________ _____________________
Erika Lautenbach, Director Date

APPROVED AS TO FORM

Royce Buckingham, Prosecuting Attorney Date
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HEADING 1 HERE 
HEADING 1 HERE
HOUSING PROVISIONS IN EMERGENCY 
COVID-19 RELIEF PACKAGE

Congressional leaders have reached a deal on an emergency COVID-19 relief bill that includes 
$25 billion in emergency rental assistance and an extension of the CDC’s federal eviction 
moratorium through January 31! 

The relief bill will provide essential and desperately needed protections for renters, tens of millions of 
whom would otherwise be at risk of losing their homes this winter. This achievement was made possible 
by the extraordinary advocacy of NLIHC’s members, partners and allies throughout the country, and the 
leadership and tenacity of congressional champions Senator Sherrod Brown (D-OH), Representatives 
Maxine Waters (D-CA) and Denny Heck (D-WA), bipartisan negotiators Senators Mark Warner (D-VA), Susan 
Collins (R-ME), Joe Manchin (D-WV), and Rob Portman (R-OH), Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer (D-
NY), and House Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-CA). 

EMERGENCY RENTAL ASSISTANCE 
Under the bipartisan proposal, $25 billion for emergency rental assistance would be funded through the 
Coronavirus Relief Fund (CRF) and administered by the U.S. Department of the Treasury.

Allocation 

Of the total amount of rental assistance, $400 million would be allocated to U.S. territories and $800 
million to tribal communities. The remaining funds would be distributed within 30 days to states and cities 
with populations of 200,000 or more. Each state would receive a minimum of $200 million. See NLIHC’s 
estimate of state allocations here.

Uses of Funds 

At least 90% of the funds must be used to provide financial assistance, including back and forward rent 
and utility payments, and other housing expenses. Assistance can be provided for 12 months. States and 
localities can provide an additional 3 months of assistance “if necessary to ensure housing stability for a 
household.” 

When providing forward rent, assistance can only be given for 3 months, though households can 
subsequently reapply for additional assistance. To the extent that households have back rent, states and 
localities may not make commitments for forward rent payments unless they have also provided assistance 
to reduce an eligible household’s rental arrears.

Recipients would be able to use the remainder of funds (up to 10%) to provide case management and 
other services related to the pandemic, as defined by the Treasury Secretary, intended to help keep 
households stably housed.

Under the legislation, cities and states can make payments directly to landlords or utility companies on 
behalf of renters. If a landlord refuses to accept the rental assistance, cities and states can give assistance 
directly to the renter, who can then make payments to the landlord or utility provider. 

Eligibility 

Funds must be used for households with incomes below 80% of area median income (AMI), and states 
and localities must prioritize households below 50% of AMI or those who are unemployed and have been 
unemployed for 90-days. States and localities can provide additional prioritization of funds.

152

https://nlihc.org/sites/default/files/Estimated-Coronavirus-Relief-Fund-Allocations.pdf


– 2 –

Income determination would be based on either the household’s total income in 2020, or the monthly 
income the household is receiving at the time of application. If income determinations are made based on 
the applicant’s monthly income, the state or locality must re-determine eligibility after 3 months.

Under the bill, households are eligible for emergency rental assistance funds if one or more individuals: (1) 
has qualified for unemployment benefits or can attest in writing that he or she has experienced a reduction 
in household income, incurred significant costs, or experienced other financial hardship due, directly or 
indirectly, to the pandemic; (2) can demonstrate a risk of experiencing homelessness or housing instability; 
and (3) has a household income below 80% AMI. 

Rental assistance provided through the CRF would not be regarded as income or considered when 
determining eligibility for federal benefits or federally-assisted programs.

Role for Landlords 

The proposed legislation allows landlords and property owners to aid tenants in applying for assistance 
or applying on the renter’s behalf. If a landlord applies for assistance on behalf of their tenant, the tenant 
must cosign the application, the landlord must provide the tenant documentation of the application, and 
the payments must be used to pay the tenant’s rental obligations. 

Deadlines 

Beginning on September 30, 2021, the Treasury Secretary is required to recapture excess funds not 
obligated by a state or locality and to reallocate and repay these dollars to eligible grantees who, at the 
time of such reallocation, have obligated at least 65 percent of the amount originally allocated and have 
met other criteria. The amount of any such reallocation shall be determined based on demonstrated need 
within a grantee’s jurisdiction, as determined by the Secretary.

Funds are available through December 31, 2021. States and localities can request to the Treasury Secretary 
a 90-day extension for any funds reallocated to grantees.

Any unspent funds will be reverted back to the Treasury Department.

Reporting Requirements 

The bill requires the Treasury Department, in consultation with the Secretary of the U.S. Department 
of Housing and Urban Development, to report quarterly on how each state, local, tribal, and territorial 
government is using emergency rental assistance funds. Each report must include the number of 
households served, the acceptance rate for applicants, the types of assistance provided to each eligible 
household, the average amount of funding provided per household, the average number of monthly 
payments covered by the assistance, and income levels. The data collected must be disaggregated by the 
gender, race, and ethnicity of the primary applicant in the household. Under the bill, the Treasury Secretary 
can make full, unredacted data available for statistical research.

EVICTION MORATORIUM
The proposal extends for one month through January 31 the CDC eviction moratorium for nonpayment 
of rent to keep renters in their homes while state and local governments work quickly to distribute aid to 
households in need. For more information on the CDC moratorium, see NLIHC and the National Housing 
Law Project’s Overview and FAQ, and NLIHC’s website.
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12/21/2020Housing-Provisions-in-Emergency-COVID-19-Relief-Package

DISASTER HOUSING RECOVERY COALITION, C/O NATIONAL LOW INCOME HOUSING COALITION
1000 Vermont Avenue, NW  |  Suite 500  |  Washington, DC  20005  |  202-662-1530  |  www.nlihc.org

– 3 –

EXTENSION OF THE CORONAVIRUS RELIEF FUND (CRF)
The bill extends the deadline from December 30, 2020 to December 31, 2021 for funds provided by 
Congress in the CARES Act through the Coronavirus Relief Fund (CRF). Many states and localities have 
used CRF resources to provide emergency rental assistance during the pandemic.

LOW INCOME HOUSING TAX CREDITS (LIHTC)
The relief bill establishes a permanent floor for the 4% credit in the Low Income Housing Tax Credit (LIHTC) 
program. This change will make it easier to secure the financing needed for affordable housing projects 
and will assist in restarting stalled LIHTC projects throughout the country. Advocates estimate that the 
creation of a 4% floor could create as much as 126,000 rental homes in the next 10 years. 

The bill also provides an additional allocation of $1.1 billion in LIHTC for states impacted by disasters.

UPDATED: DECEMBER 21, 2020

For more information, contact NLIHC Vice President Sarah Saadian at ssaadian@nlihc.org
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1AB2021-087 Status: Agenda ReadyFile ID: Version:

BBushaw@co.whatcom.wa.us01/26/2021File Created: Entered by:

ContractPublic Works 

Department

Department: File Type:

Assigned to: Council Finance and Administrative Services Committee Final Action:

Agenda Date: 02/09/2021 Enactment #:

Primary Contact Email:    sdraper@co.whatcom.wa.us

TITLE FOR AGENDA ITEM:

Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into a contract between Whatcom County and 

Brown & Caldwell to conduct Phase 2 of the Lake Whatcom Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) 

Reassessment in the amount of $303,935

SUMMARY STATEMENT OR LEGAL NOTICE LANGUAGE:

Appendix 2 of the Western Washington Phase II Municipal Stormwater Permit requires that Whatcom 

County update phosphorus loading capacity targets for the Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) for 

Lake Whatcom. Phase I of this requirement involved the compilation of stream sampling data and the 

development of a Quality Assurance Protection Plan (QAPP) which lays out the steps and 

methodology for updating the model

Phase 2, the subject of this contract, will take data compiled in Phase I and begin model recalibration, 

water quality scenario modeling and interpretation of modeling results produced by the CE-QUAL W2 

model

HISTORY OF LEGISLATIVE FILE

Action:  Sent To:  Date:  Acting Body:  

Attachments: Staff Memo, Proposed Contract
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TITLE FOR AGENDA ITEM:

Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into a contract amendment between Whatcom 

County and Washington State Department of Transportation in the amount of $2,047,063 for a total 

amended contract amount of $2,197,063

SUMMARY STATEMENT OR LEGAL NOTICE LANGUAGE:

This supplement provides an additional $2,047,063 for the construction phase of this project which 

includes $885,066 of Federal FBP funds and $1,162,057 from the local road fund for the Lummi 

Island Breakwater Replacement
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Approved by Chris Quinn on 1/22/21
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Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into a contract amendment between Whatcom 

County and Crossroads Consulting to provide consulting and facilitation services for the COVID 

Employer Support Task Force, for a total amended contract amount of $130,000

SUMMARY STATEMENT OR LEGAL NOTICE LANGUAGE:

See attachments
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WHATCOM COUNTY
Health Department

Erika Lautenbach, Director
Greg Stern, M.D., Health Officer

1500 North State Street
Bellingham, WA 98225-4551
360.778.6100 | FAX 360.778.6101
www.whatcomcounty.us/health

509 Girard Street
Bellingham, WA 98225-4005

360.778.6000 | FAX 360.778.6001
WhatcomCountyHealth

WhatcomCoHealth

MEMORANDUM

TO: Satpal Sidhu, County Executive

FROM: Erika Lautenbach, Director

RE: Crossroads Consulting – COVID Employer Task Force Support Contract

Amendment #2

DATE: January 28, 2021

Attached is a contract amendment between Whatcom County and Crossroads Consulting for

your review and signature.

 Background and Purpose

Crossroads Consulting provides consulting and facilitation services that aid the Health

Department in community planning and support of Public Health Advisory Board initiatives

including the COVID Employer Support Task Force (ESTF). This contract provides funding

for consulting and facilitation necessary to support the ESTF and the purpose of this

amendment is to extend the contract to provide ongoing support of the campaign.

Crossroads will utilize the remaining funds from their 2020 budget ($13,215) to perform the

work during the extended contract period (12/31/2020 – 03/31/2021).

 Funding Amount and Source

Funding for this contract may not exceed $134,000. Funds under this contract are made

available by a grant awarded by the US Department of Treasury and subject to Section

601(a) of the Social Security Act, as amended by section 5001 of the Coronavirus Aid,

Relief, and Economic Security Act (CARES Act), and Title V and VI of the CARES Act,

passed through the Washington State Department of Health Emergency Preparedness &

Response COVID-19 Local CARES Grant (CFDA 21.019). These funds are included in the

2020-2021 budgets. Council approval is not required per Whatcom County Code

3.08.100(A)(6) for contracts executed within the declaration of a county emergency.

Please contact Kathleen Roy at extension #6007 if you have any questions regarding this

agreement.

Encl.
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WHATCOM COUNTY
CONTRACT INFORMATION SHEET

Originating Department: 85 Health
Division/Program: (i.e. Dept. Division and Program) 8510 Administration / 851000 Administration
Contract or Grant Administrator: Erika Lautenbach
Contractor’s / Agency Name: Crossroads Consulting

Is this a New Contract? If not, is this an Amendment or Renewal to an Existing Contract? Yes No
Yes No If Amendment or Renewal, (per WCC 3.08.100 (a)) Original Contract #: 202007006

Does contract require Council Approval? Yes No
If No, include WCC:

3.08.100(A)(6)
**Under Declaration of Emergency**

Already approved? Council Approved Date: (Exclusions see: Whatcom County Codes 3.06.010, 3.08.090 and 3.08.100)

Is this a grant agreement?
If yes, grantor agency contract number(s): CFDA#: 21.019Yes No

Is this contract grant funded?
If yes, Whatcom County grant contract number(s): 201801023Yes No

Is this contract the result of a RFP or Bid process? Contract Cost
Center: 660430Yes No If yes, RFP and Bid number(s):

Is this agreement excluded from E-Verify? No Yes If no, include Attachment D Contractor Declaration form.

If YES, indicate exclusion(s) below:
Professional services agreement for certified/licensed professional.
Contract work is for less than $100,000. Contract for Commercial off the shelf items (COTS).
Contract work is for less than 120 days. Work related subcontract less than $25,000.
Interlocal Agreement (between Governments). Public Works - Local Agency/Federally Funded FHWA.

Contract Amount:(sum of original contract amount and
any prior amendments):

Council approval required for; all property leases, contracts or bid awards exceeding $40,000,
and professional service contract amendments that have an increase greater than $10,000 or
10% of contract amount, whichever is greater, except when:
1. Exercising an option contained in a contract previously approved by the council.
2. Contract is for design, construction, r-o-w acquisition, prof. services, or other capital costs

approved by council in a capital budget appropriation ordinance.
3. Bid or award is for supplies.
4. Equipment is included in Exhibit “B” of the Budget Ordinance
5. Contract is for manufacturer’s technical support and hardware maintenance of electronic

systems and/or technical support and software maintenance from the developer of
proprietary software currently used by Whatcom County.

$ 134,000
This Amendment Amount:
$ 0

Total Amended Amount:

$ 0

Summary of Scope: This contract provides funding for facilitation and consultation efforts of the Whatcom COVID Employer Support Task
Force .

Term of Contract: 11 Months Expiration Date: 03/31/2021

Contract Routing:
1. Prepared by: JT Date: 01/06/2021

2. Health Budget Approval KR/JG Date: 01/13/2021
3. Attorney signoff: RB Date: 01/11/2021
4. AS Finance reviewed: Bbennett Date: 01/28/2021
5. IT reviewed (if IT related): Date:

6. Contractor signed: Date:

7. Submitted to Exec.: Date:
8. Council approved (if necessary): AB2021-094 Date:

9. Executive signed: Date:

10. Original to Council: Date:

Whatcom County Contract Number:
202007006 – 2
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WHATCOM COUNTY CONTRACT AMENDMENT

PARTIES:
Whatcom County AND CONTRACTOR:
Whatcom County Health Department Crossroads Consulting
509 Girard Street PO Box 541
Bellingham, WA 98225 Deming, WA 98244

CONTRACT PERIODS:
Original: 04/20/2020 – 10/31/2020
Amendment #1: 11/01/2020 – 12/30/2020
Amendment #2: 12/31/2020 – 03/31/2021

THE CONTRACT IDENTIFIED HEREIN, INCLUDING ANY PREVIOUS AMENDMENTS THERETO, IS HEREBY
AMENDED AS SET FORTH IN THE DESCRIPTION OF THE AMENDMENT BELOW BY MUTUAL CONSENT OF ALL
PARTIES HERETO

DESCRIPTION OF AMENDMENT:

1. Extend the term of the contract through 03/31/2021.

2. Replace Exhibit A – Scope of Work, to reflect the statement of work and deliverables expected for the extended
contract period.

3. Replace Exhibit B – Compensation, to reflect the budget for the extended contract period and revised Scope of
Work.

4. Funding for the extended contract period (12/31/2020 – 03/31/2021) is not to exceed $13,215.

5. Funding for the total contract period (04/20/2020 – 03/31/2021) is not to exceed $134,000.

6. All other terms and conditions remain unchanged.

7. The effective start date of the amendment is 12/31/2020.

Whatcom County Contract Number:

202007006 – 2
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ALL OTHER TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF THE ORIGINAL CONTRACT AND ANY PREVIOUS AMENDMENTS THERETO
REMAIN IN FULL FORCE AND EFFECT. ALL PARTIES IDENTIFIED AS AFFECTED BY THIS AMENDMENT HEREBY
ACKNOWLEDGE AND ACCEPT THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF THIS AMENDMENT. Each signatory below to this Contract
warrants that he/she is the authorized agent of the respective party; and that he/she has the authority to enter into the
contract and bind the party thereto.

DEPARTMENT HEAD APPROVAL:
Erika Lautenbach, Health Department Director Date

APPROVAL AS TO FORM:
Royce Buckingham, Prosecuting Attorney Date

FOR THE CONTRACTOR:

Holly O’Neil, Owner

Contractor Signature Print Name and Title Date

FOR WHATCOM COUNTY:

Satpal Singh Sidhu, County Executive Date

CONTRACTOR INFORMATION:

Crossroads Consulting
2728 Walnut Street
Bellingham, WA 98225
360-325-6002
Holly@crossroads.pro
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EXHIBIT "A" – Amendment #2
(SCOPE OF WORK)

I. Background and Purpose

Crossroads Consulting (Contractor) provides consulting and facilitation services that aid the Whatcom County Health
Department (WCHD) in guiding Whatcom County’s Public Health Advisory Board (PHAB) and its Task Forces. As per
Whatcom County Resolution 2020-015, Convening a PHAB Task Force on Employer Infection Control and Social
Distancing Guidance, the COVID Employer Support Task Force (ESTF) was developed by PHAB to provide tools, best
practices, and guidance for bringing businesses back to work while maintaining and improving infection control and social
distancing. The ESTF is comprised of 140 members, representing 18 sectors.

One outcome of the ESTF was the launching of a county-wide Safer Stronger Together campaign to increase
effectiveness of health and safety messaging throughout the business and organizations of Whatcom County.

Since the campaign’s launch, Crossroads has continued to serve businesses and organizations with resources including
printed material distribution and weekly e-news with the latest COVID-related news. In addition, Crossroads and Elizabeth
Boyle Consulting have supported businesses by developing materials alongside the Communications and Business
Response Teams (BRT) so the community can respond more efficiently when employees test positive and/or have been
exposed. Crossroads and Elizabeth Boyle Consulting have also supported special opportunities such as the Week of
Wellness with 11 local fitness studios, created videos to support awareness of the BRT and a video collaboration of local
elected officials.

II. Statement of Work

Working closely with Elizabeth Boyle Consulting and WCHD Leadership, Crossroads Consulting will be responsible for
the strategic and on-the-ground coordination of a successful County-wide Safer Stronger Together Campaign, with an
expansion into education and information regarding vaccinations. This campaign is led by the WCHD in collaboration with
the Port’s Regional Economic Partnership, Bellingham Whatcom County Tourism, and the Chambers of Commerce, to
increase effectiveness of health and safety messaging in businesses and organizations throughout Whatcom County. The
purpose of the campaign is to ensure that businesses have the tools they need to communicate correctly, consistently
and effectively with their staff and customers.

Crossroads will provide consultation and coordination of the updated Safer Stronger Together Campaign plan in three
main areas:

1. Research and Analysis:

a. Work with WCHD to identify FAQs and difficulties that people experience when contacting the WCHD
or are looking for COVID-related information on their website. Gather information from individuals and
employers through interviews and meetings.

b. Work with communications team, mitigation teams, and WCHD leadership to strategize ways to
address gaps in information, inefficiencies in services, etc.

2. Marketing and Outreach:

a. Ensure regular communication with key partners (Port, Campaign Group, WCHD Team) through
meetings, phone calls, and emails to facilitate coordination and increase collaboration to support
businesses and organizations in operating safely.

b. Connect with the broader community about the campaign. From campaign ambassadors to individual
businesses, we will continue to broaden our reach so more people have access to campaign resources.
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c. Connect with businesses and organizations via phone periodically throughout the campaign to better
understand their experience thus far with the campaign, learn what the campaign can do to better
support them, and strengthen community relationships.

d. Share and/or create learning opportunities for businesses and organizations. Consider hosting
opportunities for FAQ sessions related to the vaccine.

3. Campaign Maintenance and Coordination:

a. Develop and maintain systems to accurately respond to requests for materials and information. Ensure
database is efficiently maintained for ongoing communications.

Deliverables include:

A. Collection of relevant data and resources related to impacts on the local business community from COVID-19.

B. Materials that support the WCHD’s response to businesses and organizations around the virus and the vaccine.

C. Agendas and coordination for live events and videos to share information about vaccinations and other COVID

prevention practices.

D. Internal and external communication tools for the BRT and potentially other mitigation teams (e.g., informational

tool kits for mitigation teams like schools/childcares to share with parents, teachers, administrators).

E. Development and maintenance of information and resources on the Whatcom Together website.

F. Distribution of information and resources to all parties engaged in the campaign.
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EXHIBIT "B" – Amendment #2
(COMPENSATION)

I. Budget and Funding:

Funding for this extended contract period (12/31/2020 – 03/31/2021) may not exceed $13,215 and funding for the entire
contract period (04/20/2020 – 03/31/2021) may not exceed $134,000. Funds under the contract are made available and are
subject to Section 601(a) of the Social Security Act, as amended by section 5001 of the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and
Economic Security Act (CARES Act), and Title V and VI of the CARES Act. This project was supported by a grant awarded by
the US Department of the Treasury. Grant funds are administered by the Local Government Coronavirus Relief Fund thru the
Washington State Department of Health Emergency Preparedness & Response COVID-19 Local CARES Grant (CFDA
21.019). The budget for this contract is estimated as follows:

Administration activities include: correspondence with Task Force Members and partners, monitoring changes in guidance,
editing guidance materials, researching resources, survey data analysis, managing google folders and archives, recruitment of
speakers for forums and open-houses, and ensuring they are prepared to speak, editing drafts and graphics for final
presentations.

Design/Facilitation activities include: Preparation of agendas for meetings, consultations with clients, meetings with client
groups, development and design of presentations, facilitation of ESTF meetings, forums, open-houses, survey design.

Item Rate Documentation Required with Invoice Budget

Consulting and Coordination
Administrative Activities

$75/hour
Description of services included on invoice including
total hours performed and deliverables completed.

$13,215
Consulting and Coordination
Design/Facilitation Activities

$130/hour

Total $13,215

II. Invoicing:

1. The Contractor shall not submit invoices more than monthly and final invoices for payment must be received by April 15,

2021.

2. The Contractor shall submit invoices to (include contract/PO #) HL-BusinessOffice@co.whatcom.wa.us.

3. Payment to the county will be considered timely if it is made within 30 days of the receipt and acceptance of billing information

from Contractor. The County may withhold payment of an invoice if the Contractor submits it more than 30 days after the

expiration of this contract.

4. Invoices must include the following statement, with an authorized signature and date:

I certify that the materials have been furnished, the services rendered, or the labor performed as described on this
invoice.

5. Duplication of billed costs or payments for service: The Contractor shall not bill the County for services provided under this

contract if the Contractor has been or will be paid by any other source. The Contractor is responsible for any audit exceptions

or disallowed amounts paid as a result of this Contract.
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Whatcom County COUNTY COURTHOUSE
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ContractHealth DepartmentDepartment: File Type:
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TITLE FOR AGENDA ITEM:

Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into a contract amendment between Whatcom 

County and Elizabeth Boyle Consulting to provide strategic coordination of the COVID Safer Stronger 

Together Campaign, in the amount of $25,000 for a total amended contract amount of $45,000

SUMMARY STATEMENT OR LEGAL NOTICE LANGUAGE:

See attachments
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WHATCOM COUNTY
Health Department

Erika Lautenbach, Director
Greg Stern, M.D., Health Officer

1500 North State Street
Bellingham, WA 98225-4551
360.778.6100 | FAX 360.778.6101
www.whatcomcounty.us/health

509 Girard Street
Bellingham, WA 98225-4005

360.778.6000 | FAX 360.778.6001
WhatcomCountyHealth

WhatcomCoHealth

MEMORANDUM

TO: Satpal Sidhu, County Executive

FROM: Erika Lautenbach, Director

RE: Elizabeth Boyle Consulting – Safer Stronger Together Campaign

Coordination Contract Amendment #2

DATE: January 28, 2021

Attached is a contract amendment between Whatcom County and Elizabeth Boyle Consulting

for your review and signature.

 Background and Purpose

The Safer Stronger Together Campaign was launched and developed by the COVID Employer

Support Task Force to increase the effectiveness of health and safety messaging throughout

the business community of Whatcom County. Elizabeth Boyle Consulting provides strategic

coordination of the Safer Stronger Together Campaign to ensure businesses have regular

communication, connection to resources and materials, and tools necessary to communicate

correctly, consistently, and effectively with their staff and customers. The purpose of this

amendment is to extend the contract through 03/31/2021 to provide ongoing support of the

campaign and increase the budget for the extended contract period.

 Funding Amount and Source

Funding for this extended contract period (12/31/2020 – 03/31/2021) may not exceed $20,000

and funding for the entire contract period (06/01/2020 – 03/31/2021) may not exceed $45,000.

Funds under this contract are made available by grants awarded by the US Department of

Treasury and subject to Section 601(a) of the Social Security Act, as amended by section 5001

of the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act (CARES Act), and Title V and VI of

the CARES Act, passed through the Washington State Department of Health Emergency

Preparedness & Response COVID-19 Local CARES Grant (CFDA 21.019). These funds are

included in the 2020-2021 budgets. Council approval is not required per Whatcom County Code

3.08.100(A)(6) for contracts executed within the declaration of a county emergency.

Please contact Kathleen Roy at extension #6007 if you have any questions regarding this

agreement.

Encl.
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WHATCOM COUNTY
CONTRACT INFORMATION SHEET

Originating Department: 85 Health
Division/Program: (i.e. Dept. Division and Program) 8510 Administration / 851000 Administration
Contract or Grant Administrator: Erika Lautenbach
Contractor’s / Agency Name: Elizabeth Boyle Consulting

Is this a New Contract? If not, is this an Amendment or Renewal to an Existing Contract? Yes No
Yes No If Amendment or Renewal, (per WCC 3.08.100 (a)) Original Contract #: 202010010

Does contract require Council Approval? Yes No
If No, include WCC:

3.08.100(A)(6)
**Under Declaration of Emergency**

Already approved? Council Approved Date: (Exclusions see: Whatcom County Codes 3.06.010, 3.08.090 and 3.08.100)

Is this a grant agreement?
If yes, grantor agency contract number(s): CFDA#: 21.019Yes No

Is this contract grant funded?
If yes, Whatcom County grant contract number(s): 201801023Yes No

Is this contract the result of a RFP or Bid process? Contract Cost
Center: 660430Yes No If yes, RFP and Bid number(s):

Is this agreement excluded from E-Verify? No Yes If no, include Attachment D Contractor Declaration form.

If YES, indicate exclusion(s) below:
Professional services agreement for certified/licensed professional.
Contract work is for less than $100,000. Contract for Commercial off the shelf items (COTS).
Contract work is for less than 120 days. Work related subcontract less than $25,000.
Interlocal Agreement (between Governments). Public Works - Local Agency/Federally Funded FHWA.

Contract Amount:(sum of original contract amount and
any prior amendments):

Council approval required for; all property leases, contracts or bid awards exceeding $40,000,
and professional service contract amendments that have an increase greater than $10,000 or
10% of contract amount, whichever is greater, except when:
1. Exercising an option contained in a contract previously approved by the council.
2. Contract is for design, construction, r-o-w acquisition, prof. services, or other capital costs

approved by council in a capital budget appropriation ordinance.
3. Bid or award is for supplies.
4. Equipment is included in Exhibit “B” of the Budget Ordinance
5. Contract is for manufacturer’s technical support and hardware maintenance of electronic

systems and/or technical support and software maintenance from the developer of
proprietary software currently used by Whatcom County.

$ 25,000
This Amendment Amount:
$ 20,000

Total Amended Amount:

$ 45,000

Summary of Scope: This contract provides funding for strategic coordination of the Safer Stronger Together Campaign.

Term of Contract: 10 Months Expiration Date: 03/31/21

Contract Routing:
1. Prepared by: JT Date: 01/06/2021

2. Health Budget Approval KR/JG Date: 01/13/2021
3. Attorney signoff: RB Date: 01/11/2021
4. AS Finance reviewed: BBennett Date: 01/28/2021
5. IT reviewed (if IT related): Date:

6. Contractor signed: Date:

7. Submitted to Exec.: Date:
8. Council approved (if necessary): Date:

9. Executive signed: Date:

10. Original to Council: Date:

Whatcom County Contract Number:
202010010 – 2
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WHATCOM COUNTY CONTRACT AMENDMENT

PARTIES:
Whatcom County AND CONTRACTOR:
Whatcom County Health Department Elizabeth Boyle Consulting
509 Girard Street 3221 Maryland Place
Bellingham, WA 98225 Bellingham, WA 98226

CONTRACT PERIODS:
Original: 09/01/2020 – 11/30/2020
Amendment #1: 06/01/2020 – 12/30/2020
Amendment #2: 12/31/2020 – 03/31/2021

THE CONTRACT IDENTIFIED HEREIN, INCLUDING ANY PREVIOUS AMENDMENTS THERETO, IS HEREBY
AMENDED AS SET FORTH IN THE DESCRIPTION OF THE AMENDMENT BELOW BY MUTUAL CONSENT OF ALL
PARTIES HERETO

DESCRIPTION OF AMENDMENT:

1. Extend the contract through 03/31/2021.

2. Replace Exhibit A, Scope of Work to update the statement of work and deliverables expected for the extended
contract period.

3. Replace Exhibit B – Compensation, to reflect the budget for the extended contract period and revised Scope of
Work.

4. Funding for the extended contract period (12/31/2020 – 03/31/2021) is not to exceed $20,000.

5. Funding for the total contract period (06/01/2020 – 03/31/2021) is not to exceed $45,000.

6. All other terms and conditions remain unchanged.

7. The effective start date of the amendment is 12/31/2020.

Whatcom County Contract Number:

202010010 – 2
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ALL OTHER TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF THE ORIGINAL CONTRACT AND ANY PREVIOUS AMENDMENTS THERETO
REMAIN IN FULL FORCE AND EFFECT. ALL PARTIES IDENTIFIED AS AFFECTED BY THIS AMENDMENT HEREBY
ACKNOWLEDGE AND ACCEPT THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF THIS AMENDMENT. Each signatory below to this Contract
warrants that he/she is the authorized agent of the respective party; and that he/she has the authority to enter into the
contract and bind the party thereto.

DEPARTMENT HEAD APPROVAL:
Erika Lautenbach, Health Department Director Date

APPROVAL AS TO FORM:
Royce Buckingham, Prosecuting Attorney Date

FOR THE CONTRACTOR:

Elizabeth Boyle, Owner

Contractor Signature Print Name and Title Date

FOR WHATCOM COUNTY:

Satpal Singh Sidhu, County Executive Date

CONTRACTOR INFORMATION:

Elizabeth Boyle Consulting
3221 Maryland Place
Bellingham, WA 98226
360-201-4762
Elizabeth@elizabethboyleconsulting.com
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EXHIBIT "A" – Amendment #2
(SCOPE OF WORK)

I. Background and Purpose

The Whatcom County Public Health Advisory Board (PHAB) launched a COVID Employer Support Task Force (ESTF) in
May of 2020 to provide tools, best practices, and guidance for bringing businesses back to work while maintaining and
improving infection control and social distancing. The ESTF was comprised of 140 members, representing 18 sectors.

One outcome of the ESTF was the launch of a county-wide ‘Safer Stronger Together’ Campaign to increase the
effectiveness of health and safety messaging throughout the business community of Whatcom County.

Since the campaign’s launch, the team has continued to serve businesses and organizations with resources including
printed material distribution and weekly e-news with the latest COVID-related news. In addition, Elizabeth Boyle
Consulting and Crossroads Consulting have supported businesses by developing materials alongside the
Communications and Business Response Teams (BRT) so the community can respond more efficiently when employees
test positive and/or have been exposed. Elizabeth Boyle Consulting and Crossroads Consulting have also supported
special opportunities such as the Week of Wellness of 11 local fitness studios, created videos to support awareness of
the BRT and a video collaboration of local elected officials.

Elizabeth Boyle Consulting’s experience, background in marketing, and understanding of the Whatcom County business
landscape are the unique qualities necessary to perform the work described below, build trust in the business community
and create momentum for the success of the Safer Stronger Together Campaign.

II. Statement of Work

Working closely with Elizabeth Boyle Consulting and WCHD Leadership, Crossroads Consulting will be responsible for
the strategic and on-the-ground coordination of a successful County-wide Safer Stronger Together Campaign, with an
expansion into education and information regarding vaccinations. This campaign is led by the WCHD in collaboration with
the Port’s Regional Economic Partnership, Bellingham Whatcom County Tourism, and the Chambers of Commerce, to
increase effectiveness of health and safety messaging in businesses and organizations throughout Whatcom County. The
purpose of this campaign is to ensure that businesses have the tools they need to communicate correctly, consistently
and effectively with their staff and customers.

Elizabeth Boyle Consulting will provide consultation and coordination of the updated Safer Stronger Together Campaign
plan in three main areas:

1. Research and Analysis:

a. Work with WCHD to identify FAQs and difficulties that people experience when contacting the WCHD

or are looking for COVID-related information on their website. Gather information from individuals and

employers from individuals and employers through interviews and meetings.

2. Marketing and Outreach:

a. Ensure regular communication with key partners (Port, Campaign Group, WCHD Team) through

meetings, phone calls, and emails to facilitate coordination and increase collaboration to support

businesses and organizations in operating safely.

b. Connect with the broader community about the campaign. From campaign ambassadors to individual

businesses, we will continue to broaden our reach so more people have access to campaign resources.
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c. Connect with businesses and organizations via phone periodically throughout the campaign to better

understand their experience thus far with the campaign, learn what the campaign can do to better

support them, and strengthen community relationships.

d. Share and/or create learning opportunities for businesses and organizations. Consider hosting

opportunities for FAQ sessions related to the vaccine.

3. Campaign Maintenance & Coordination:

a. Develop and maintain systems to accurately respond to requests for materials and information. Ensure

database is efficiently maintained for ongoing communications.

Deliverables include:

A. Collection of relevant data and resources related to impacts on the local business community from COVID-19.

B. Materials that support the WCHD’s response to businesses and organizations around the virus and the vaccine.

C. Agendas and coordination for live events and videos to share information about vaccinations and other COVID

prevention practices.

D. Internal and external communication tools for the BRT and potentially other mitigation teams (e.g., informational

tool kits for mitigation teams like schools/childcares to share with parents, teachers, administrators).

E. Development and maintenance of information and resources on the Whatcom Together website.

F. Distribution of information and resources to all parties engaged in the campaign.
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EXHIBIT "B" – Amendment #2
(COMPENSATION)

I. Budget and Funding:

Funding for this extended contract period (12/31/2020 – 03/31/2021) may not exceed $20,000. Funds under the contract are
made available and are subject to Section 601(a) of the Social Security Act, as amended by section 5001 of the Coronavirus
Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act (CARES Act), and Title V and VI of the CARES Act. This project was supported by a
grant awarded by the US Department of the Treasury. Grant funds are administered by the Local Government Coronavirus
Relief Fund thru the Washington State Department of Health Emergency Preparedness & Response COVID-19 Local CARES
Grant (CFDA 21.019). The budget for this contract is estimated as follows:

Item Documentation Required with Invoice Budget

Consulting and Coordination @ $125/hour
Description of services included on invoice including
total hours performed and deliverables completed.

$19,000

Campaign materials (including mailing
supplies) and mileage for delivery of materials

Paid Invoices or receipts.
Mileage to include date of travel, starting point and
destination of travel, number of miles traveled, the
federal reimbursement rate (per www.gsa.gov) and a
brief description of the purpose of travel.

$1,000

Total $20,000

The Contractor may transfer funds between budget line items with prior County approval.

II. Invoicing:

1. The Contractor shall not submit invoices more than monthly and final invoices for payment must be received by April

15, 2021.

2. The Contractor shall submit invoices to (include contract/PO #) HL-BusinessOffice@co.whatcom.wa.us.

3. Payment to the county will be considered timely if it is made within 30 days of the receipt and acceptance of billing

information from Contractor. The County may withhold payment of an invoice if the Contractor submits it more than 30

days after the expiration of this contract.

4. Invoices must include the following statement, with an authorized signature and date:

I certify that the materials have been furnished, the services rendered, or the labor performed as described on
this invoice.

5. Duplication of billed costs or payments for service: The Contractor shall not bill the County for services provided under

this contract if the Contractor has been or will be paid by any other source. The Contractor is responsible for any audit

exceptions or disallowed amounts paid as a result of this Contract.
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Agenda Bill Master Report

Whatcom County COUNTY COURTHOUSE
311 Grand Avenue, Ste #105
Bellingham, WA 98225-4038

(360) 778-5010

File Number: AB2021-066

1AB2021-066 Status: Agenda ReadyFile ID: Version:

SHenthor@co.whatcom.wa.us01/15/2021File Created: Entered by:

ContractAuditor's OfficeDepartment: File Type:

Assigned to: Council Finance and Administrative Services Committee Final Action:

Agenda Date: 02/09/2021 Enactment #:

Primary Contact Email:    Shenthor@co.whatcom.wa.us

TITLE FOR AGENDA ITEM:

Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into a contract amendment between Whatcom 

County and US Imaging, Inc. to extend the original contract from 12/31/2020 to 12/31/2021 (original 

contract amount was $128,000 previously approved by Council)

SUMMARY STATEMENT OR LEGAL NOTICE LANGUAGE:

This amendment only extends the terms of the original contract from 12/31/2020 to 12/31/2021 due to 

Covid-19 related issues.

HISTORY OF LEGISLATIVE FILE

Action:  Sent To:  Date:  Acting Body:  

Attachments: Staff Memo, Contract

Page 1Whatcom County Printed on 2/3/2021
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Agenda Bill Master Report

Whatcom County COUNTY COURTHOUSE
311 Grand Avenue, Ste #105
Bellingham, WA 98225-4038

(360) 778-5010

File Number: AB2021-076

1AB2021-076 Status: Agenda ReadyFile ID: Version:

DEbergso@co.whatcom.wa.us01/25/2021File Created: Entered by:

ContractFacilities 

Management Division

Department: File Type:

Assigned to: Council Finance and Administrative Services Committee Final Action:

Agenda Date: 02/09/2021 Enactment #:

Primary Contact Email:    debergso@co.whatcom.wa.us <mailto:debergso@co.whatcom.wa.us>

TITLE FOR AGENDA ITEM:

Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into a contract amendment between Whatcom 

County and Status Electrical Corporation for the purpose of Security Electronics and DVMS System 

Support & Maintenance Agreement

SUMMARY STATEMENT OR LEGAL NOTICE LANGUAGE:

Amendment #1 for the agreement between Whatcom County and Status Electrical Corporation for the 

purpose of Security Electronics and DVMS System Support & Maintenance Agreement for the 

Whatcom County Main Jail, Jail Work Center, Juvenile Facilities and Facilities Management, 311 

Grand Avenue, Public Safety Building, 2030 Division Street, and 3720 Williamson Way in Bellingham, 

Whatcom County, WA

HISTORY OF LEGISLATIVE FILE

Action:  Sent To:  Date:  Acting Body:  

Attachments: Staff Memo, Contract Information Sheet, Proposed Amendment, Original Contract

Page 1Whatcom County Printed on 2/3/2021
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MEMORANDUM 
 

TO:  Satpal Singh Sidhu, County Executive 

 

FROM:  Rob Ney, Project & Operations Manager 

 

RE:  Contract Amendment #1 – Security Electronics and DVMS System 

   Support & Maintenance Agreement 

  

DATE:  January 20, 2021 

 

Enclosed for your review and signature the original of Amendment #1 for the 

Agreement between Whatcom County and Status Electrical Corporation for the 

purpose of Security Electronics and DVMS System Support & Maintenance 

Agreement for the Whatcom County Main Jail; Jail Work Center, Juvenile 

Facilities and Facilities Management; 311 Grand Avenue, Public Safety Building, 

2030 Division Street and 3720 Williamson Way; Bellingham, Whatcom County, WA. 

 

 Background and Purpose 

This contract amendment #1 is to provide Technical support, On-site 

maintenance and phone support for the Security Electronics and DVMS for the 

Juvenile Detention Facility, Main Jail, Jail Work Center and Facilities Management 

for 2021. 

 

The Jail, Jail Work center  and Juvenile detention facilities include the Intercom 

systems, PLC’s and PC for Door and Lock controls, Plus the Genetec Camera 

systems that are interfaced with the main Security Controls that include Servers, 

Network switches, KVM and audio servers. 

 

The Facilities CCTV Security system includes all Cameras, Servers, Work Stations, 

Network Switches and Network Support, Plus support for the Genetec Camera 

system software. 

  

WHATCOM COUNTY 

ADMINISTRATIVE SEVICES 
Whatcom County Courthouse 

311 Grand Ave, Suite 108 
Bellingham, WA 98225-4083 

 

 
 

 FACILITIES MANAGEMENT 

3720 Williamson Way 
Bellingham, WA 98226-9156 

Phone: (360) 778-5360 
Fax:  (360) 778-5361 

Facilities@co.whatcom.wa.us 

  
ROB NEY 

Project & Operations Manager 
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 Funding Amount and Source 

This project is approved by three regular budgets. The Main Jail and Jail Work 

Center will be funded from the Jail Fund. Juvenile Detention and Facilities 

Management will be funded by the Facilities Budget.  

 

Funding needed for this contract amendment is $37,858.57, including tax for a 

new contract total of $81,173.10. 

 

 Differences from Previous Contract 

This renewal is for the ongoing agreement to provide support for the Security 

Electronics. Credits are issued for 2020 due to COVID-19 prohibiting travel 

between Canada & the US.  

 

Please contact Rob Ney at extension 5365, if you have any questions or concerns 

regarding the terms of this agreement. 

 

Enclosures 
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Contract Amendment #1 
2020 Security Electronics and DVMS System Support & Maintenance Agreement 
Status Electrical Corporation 
 
v 1.0 

 

 
CONTRACT AMENDMENT #1 

Security Electronics and DVMA System Support 
& Maintenance Agreement 

 
This AMENDMENT is to the Contract made between Whatcom County and Status Electrical Corporation dated 
November 18, 2019 and designated “Whatcom County Contract No. 201911040.” In consideration of the mutual 
benefits to be derived, the parties agree to the following: 
 

This Amendment extends the expiration date to December 31, 2021 as per the original contract 
“General Conditions, Section 10.2 Extension” 
The amount of this amendment is $37,858.57 for a new contract total of $81,173.10 including 
applicable Washington State Sales Tax as per attached Exhibit “B”; Compensation. 
 

Unless specifically amended by this agreement all other terms and conditions of the original contract shall remain in 
full force and effect. 
 
This Amendment takes effect December 31, 2020 regardless of the signature date. 
 
 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have executed this Agreement this          day of                                   , 20         . 
 
 
CONTRACTOR:  
 
Status Electrical Corporation 
 
Address:  
PO Box 69 Ste A 
2669 Deacon Street 
Abbotsford BC V2T 6Z4 
 
 
Mailing Address: 
PO Box 69 Ste A 
2669 Deacon Street 
Abbotsford BC V2T 6Z4 
 
 
  
Each signatory below to this Contract warrants that he/she is the authorized agent of the respective party; and that 
he/she has the authority to enter into the contract and to bind the party thereto. 
 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
David Kovacs, Division Manager 
 
 
  

Whatcom County Contract No. 
 

201911040-1 
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Contract Amendment #1 
2020 Security Electronics and DVMS System Support & Maintenance Agreement 
Status Electrical Corporation 
 
v 1.0 

 
 
 
 
WHATCOM COUNTY: 
Approved as to form: 
 
_____________________________________ 
Prosecuting Attorney  Date 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved: 
Accepted for Whatcom County: 
 
 
By: ___________________________________ 
       Satpal Singh Sidhu, County Executive 
 

 
 
 
 
CONTRACTOR INFORMATION: 
 
Status Electrical Corporation 
  
Address: 
PO Box 69 Ste A 
2669 Deacon Street 
Abbotsford BC  V2T 6Z4 
 
Mailing Address: 
PO Box 69 Ste A 
2669 Deacon Street 
Abbotsford BC  V2T 6Z4 
  
Contact Name:   
David Kovacs, Division Manager 
 
Contact Phone:  
(604) 859-1892 
 
Contact Email: 
dkovacs@statusautomation.com 
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2020 Security Electronics and DVMS System Support & Maintenance Agreement 
Status Electrical Corporation 
 
v 1.0 

EXHIBIT “B” 
(COMPENSATION) 

 
The maximum consideration for this amendment shall not exceed an increase of thirty seven thousand eight hundred 
fifty eight dollars and fifty-seven cents ($37,858.57) including applicable Washington State Sales Tax. The adjusted 
contract total shall not exceed $81,173.10 including WSST. 
 
The Contract Number, set forth, shall be included on all billings or correspondence in connection therewith. 
 
Invoices detailing and services must be submitted to: 
 Whatcom County Facilities Management Office 
 3720 Williamson Way 
 Bellingham WA 98225 
 

Whatcom County Jail    

Tech Support:   

 All systems 5/8 online/phone support – On call stand by  

 Maximum 4 hours support per month, 2 hour (min) increments, additional time billable at hourly 
rates 

 

    Basic Support: $5,997.00 

 On site diagnostic review  

 Performed 1x yearly  

    On site review: $1,999.00 

  Credit 2020 -$1,960.00 

HMI Software (SSE 5.0) SMA   

 Provides for updates and service packs during the year    

  HMI, Cimplicity, Drivers   

 Phone Support   

 HMI System and off site backups for recovery   

    1 year SSE SMA Cost: $2,550.00 

    

DVMS Storage Array2 (2)   

 1 year Array Extended Warranty Gold Support  Gold Support:  

 Unit 1 – 3U 53TB May 2018 SN: SC0531AJ33-18  $1,077.00 

 Unit 2 – 3U 53TB May 2018 SN: SC0531AJ32-18  $1,077.00 

    

DVMS Software SMA   

 Updates and service packs 1x during the year if necessary   

  Genetec Tech support phone line   

 Status Phone support   

 DVMS System off site backups for recovery   

 1 year Genetec SMA – Jan – Dec 31 Genetec SMA: $6,500.00 

  Subtotal Main Jail $17,240.00 
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Status Electrical Corporation 
 
v 1.0 

Whatcom County Work Release Center   

Tech Support:   

 All systems 5/8 online/phone support – On call stand by  

 Maximum 2 hours support per month, 1 hour (min) increments, additional time billable at hourly 
rates 

 

    Basic Support: $2,200.00 

 On site diagnostic review  

 Performed 1x yearly  

    On site review: $1,346.00 

  2020 Credit -1,320.00 

HMI Software (SSE 5.0) SMA   

 Provides for updates and service packs during the year    

  HMI, Cimplicity, Drivers   

 HMI System off site backups for recovery   

    1 year SSE SMA Cost: $1,020.00 

    

DVMS Storage Array    

 1 year Array Extended Warranty Gold Support  Gold Support: $1,440.00 

 Unit 1 – 3U 53TB May 2018 SN: SC0531ZJ31-18   

    

DVMS Software SMA   

 Updates and service packs 1x during the year   

  Genetec Tech support phone line   

    

 Status Phone support   

 DVMS System off site backups for recovery   

 1 year Genetec SMA – Jan – Dec 31    $2,825.00 

    

  Subtotal Work Release $7,511.00 
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Whatcom County Juvenile   

Tech Support:   

 All systems 5/8 online/phone support – On call stand by  

 Maximum 4 hours support per month, 2 hour (min) increments, additional time billable at hourly 
rates 

 

    Basic Support: $2,695.00 

 On site diagnostic review  

 Performed 1x yearly  

    On site review: $1,100.00 

  2020 Credit -$1,080.00 

HMI Software (SSE 5.0) SMA   

 Provides for updates and service packs during the year    

  HMI, Cimplicity, Drivers   

 Phone Support   

 HMI System off site backups for recovery   

    1 year SSE SMA Cost: $2,200.00 

    

DVMS Storage Array   

 1 year Array Extended Warranty Gold Support (Jun – Dec 2021) Gold Support: $815.00 

    

DVMS Software SMA   

 Provides for updates and service packs during the year   

  Genetec Tech support phone line   

  Installation of SP’s if deemed necessary   

 Status Phone support   

 DVMS System off site backups for recovery   

 1 year Genetc SMA – Jan – Dec 31 Genetec SMA: $1,900.00 

    

  Subtotal Juvenile $7,630.00 

 
 

Whatcom County Main Jail Subtotal     $17,240.00 

Whatcom County Work Release Center Subtotal    $  7,511.00 

Whatcom County Juvenile Subtotal      $  7,630.00 

     TOTAL OF AGREEMENT $32,381.00 
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v 1.0 

 

Whatcom County Facilities Management   

Tech Support:   

 All systems 5/8 online/phone support – On call stand by  

 Maximum 4 hours support per month, 2 hour (min) increments, additional time billable at hourly 
rates 

 

    Basic Support: $1,260.00 

 On site diagnostic review  

 Performed 1x yearly  

    On site review: $275.00 

  Credit from 2020 -$250.00 

DVMS Storage Array   

 1 year Array Extended Warranty Gold Support  Gold Support: $1,227.00 

 13 x 6TB Jovian SN SC0201ZJ3-18   

    

DVMS Software SMA   

 Provides for updates and service packs during the year   

  Genetec Tech support phone line   

  Installation of SP’s if deemed necessary   

 Status Phone support   

 Genetec SMA prepaid to 2022   

      

  1 year SSE SMA Cost: $0.00 

    

  Subtotal Facilities Mgmt $2,452.00 

 
 
Whatcom County Main Jail Subtotal    $17,240.00 
Whatcom County Work Release Center Subtotal   $  7,511.00 
Whatcom County Juvenile Subtotal    $  7,630.00 
Whatcom County Facilities Management Subtotal  $  2,452.00 
    TOTAL OF AGREEMENT $36,833.00 not including applicable tax 
 
 
 
 
Variable Costs: 
 Additional On Site Support 
 Provide onsite support as requested by client   $150.00/hr. 
 Overtime rates outside normal working hours apply at 1.5 base rate. 
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WHATCOM COUNTY CONTRACT Whatcom County Contract No.
INFORMATION SHEET

a019 110L¢0

Originating Department:       Administrative Services

Division/Program: (i.e. Dept. Division andP%gram) Facilities Management 505020

Contract or Grant Administrator:      Rob Ney

Contractor' s/ Agency Name: Status Electrical Automation Systems

Is this a New Contract?     If not, is this an Amendment or Renewal to an Existing Contract?  Yes ()   No Q
Yes O No ® If Amendment or Renewal, ( per WCC 3. 08. 100( a)) Original Contract#:

Does contract require Council Approval?   Yes( F)    No()    If No, include WCC:

Already approved? Council Approved Date:       Exclusions see: Whatcom County Codes 3. 06.010, 3. 08.090 and 3. 08. 100)

Is this a grant agreement?
Yes Q No Q If yes, grantor agency contract number(s): CFDA#:

Is this contract grant funded?
Yes ®       No E)     Ifyes, Whatcom County grant contract number(s):

Is this contract the result of a RFP or Bid process?    Contract

yes 10 Nn n if     .REP-an" id number(s):   RFP/Q. 1275 Cost Center:   Various

Is this agreement excluded from E-Verify?    No Q Yes Ifno, include Attachment D Contractor Declaration form.

IfYES, indicate exclusion(s) below:

Professional services agreement for certified/ licensed professional.
no Contract work is for less than$ 100,000. Contract for Commercial off the shelf items( COTS).

Contract work is for less than 120 days. Work related subcontract less than$ 25,000.

Interlocal Agreement( between Governments). Public Works- Local Agency/Federally Funded FHWA.

Contract Amount:(sum oforiginal contract Council approval required for; all property leases, contracts or bid awards exceeding
amount and any prior amendments):  40,000, and professional service contract amendments that have an increase greater

43, 314.53 than$ 10,000 or 10% of contract amount, whichever is greater, except when:

This Amendment Amount:     
1.   Exercising an option contained in a contract previously approved by the council.
2.   Contract is for design, construction, r-o- w acquisition, prof services, or other

capital costs approved by council in a capital budget appropriation ordinance.
Total Amended Amount:       3.   Bid or award is for supplies.

4.   Equipment is included in Exhibit` B" ofthe Budget Ordinance.
43, 314.53

5.   Contract is for manufacturer' s technical support and hardware maintenance of

electronic systems and/ or technical support and software maintenance from the

Summary of Scope:  developer ofproprietary software currently used by Whatcom County.

This contract service agreement between Whatcom County and Status Electrical Corporation is for the
Security Electronics and DVMS System Support and Maintenance in the Main Jail, Jail Work Center,
Juvenile and Facilities Management.

Term of Contract: Expiration Date: 12/ 31/ 2020

Contract Routing:      1. Prepared by:  Dee Ebergson Date:  11/ 16/ 19

2. Attorney signoff:     Date:  1 t0 rf 119
3. AS Finance reviewed:  

Y

Date:  // . 2

4. IT reviewed( if IT related):  Date:

5. Contractor signed:     Date:

6. Submitted to Exec.: Date:

7. Council approved( ifnecessary):     Date:/ Q
8. Executive signed:    Date:  J• , L- /

9. Original to Council.  Date:

Last edited 04/11/ 19
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Whatcom County Contract No.

CoUt
CONTRACT FOR SERVICES AGREEMENT 201 9/ 1 0410

Security Electronics and DVMS System Support
Maintenance Agreement

Status Electrical Corporation, hereinafter called Contractor, and Whatcom County, hereinafter referred to as County,
agree and contract as set forth in this Agreement, including:

General Conditions, pp. 3 to 10,
Exhibit A( Scope of Work), pp. 11 - 15,

Exhibit B ( Compensation), pp. 16- 19,
Exhibit C ( Proposal), pp. 20- 32.

Copies of these items are attached hereto and incorporated herein by this reference as if fully set forth herein.

The term of this Agreement shall commence ten days following the issuance of Notice to Proceed, and subject to
authorized adjustments, and shall, unless terminated or renewed as elsewhere provided in the Agreement, terminate
on the 31st day of December, 2020.

The general purpose or objective of this Agreement is for the: Security Electronics Support and Maintenance
Proposals for the Whatcom County Main Jail, Work Release Center, Juvenile and Facilities Management as more
fully and definitively described in attached Exhibits. The language of Exhibit C controls in case of any conflict between
it and that provided here.

The maximum consideration for the initial term of this agreement shall not exceed $43,314.53. The Contract
Number, set forth above, shall be included on all billings or correspondence in connection therewith.

The Contractor agrees to keep records of all financial matters pertaining to this agreement in accordance with
generally accepted accounting principles. The financial records shall be made available to representatives of the
County or the Washington State Auditor's Office for audit, at such reasonable times and places as the County shall
designate.

Whatcom County' s contract administrator for this agreement is the Administrative Services- Facilities Project&
Operations Manager, 3720 Williamson Way, Bellingham WA 98226. All work will be scheduled through the
Administrative Services Facilities Manager or his/ her designee.

Contractor acknowledges and by signing this contract agrees that the Indemnification provisions set forth in
Paragraphs 11. 1, 21. 1, 30. 1, 31. 2, 32. 1, 34.2, and 34.3, if included, are totally and fully part of this contract and have
been mutually negotiated by the parties.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have executed this Agreement this-VK day of 2019.

CONTRACTOR:
5

David Kovacs, Division Manager

PROVENCE OF fC    \- 3\   
C  tiny`

ss.

CITY OF

On this,    day of-Nu      , 2019, before me personally appeared to me David Kovacs, known to be the Division
Manager of Status Electrical Corporation and w o executed the above instrument and who acknowledged to me the

act of signing and sealipftig9..
71G

fiq
G           O

40

r      Print Name

r etFc NOTARY PUBLIC in the State of Washington, residing at
My commission expires 12 29 .20Z.2

2020 Security Electi9  ••     # i ti.   
em Support& Maintenance Agreement

Status Electrical Corpo      
t titi  

Page 1
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WHATCOM COUNTY:

Appr) ved as to form:

Prosecuting Attorney Date

Approved:

Accepted for Whatcom unty:

By:
Jack Louws, Wha omQ2linty E ecutivE

STATE OF WASHINGTON      }

ss

COUNTY OF WHATCOM

On this  /— ay of 2qr before me personally appeared Jack Louws, to me known to be the
Executive of Whatcom County, who executed the above instrument and who acknowledged to me the act of signing
and sealing thereof.

Print Name

jr and for the State of Washington, residing at
y commission expires C] 7 a7S aZL3

MQTARY t
PUBLIC ,      r

CONTRACTOR INFORMATION:   1
ry

05-1AZ-
Status Electrical Corporation 0:;

Address:

PO Box 69 Ste A

2669 Deacon Street

Abbotsford BC V2T 6Z4

Mailing Address:
PO Box 69 Ste A

2669 Deacon Street

Abbotsford BC V2T 6Z4

Contact Name:

David Kovacs, Division Manager

Contact Phone:
604) 859- 1892

Contact Email:

dkovacs(d-)statusau tom ation. co m

2020 Security Electronics and DVMS System Support& Maintenance Agreement

Status Electrical Corporation Page 2

v 1. 0 243



GENERAL CONDITIONS

Series 00-09: Provisions Related to Scope and Nature of Services

0. 1 Scope of Services:

The Contractor agrees to provide to the County services and any materials as set forth in the project narrative
identified in the quote documents, during the agreement period.  The County will furnish no material, labor, or
facilities, unless otherwise provided for in the Agreement.

Series 10- 19: Provisions Related to Term and Termination

10. 1 Term:

Services provided by Contractor prior to or after the term of this contract shall be performed at the expense of
Contractor and are not compensable under this contract unless both parties hereto agree to such provision in
writing prior to the commencement or continuation of work.  The term of this Agreement may be extended by
mutual agreement of the parties; provided, however, that the Agreement is in writing and signed by both
parties.

10.2 Extension--

The duration of this Agreement may be extended by mutual written consent of the parties, for a period of up to
one year at a time, and for a total of no longer than three years.

11. 1 Termination for Default:

If the Contractor defaults by failing to perform any of the obligations of the contract or becomes insolvent or is
declared bankrupt or commits any act of bankruptcy or insolvency or makes an assignment for the benefit of
creditors, the County may, by depositing written notice to the Contractor in the U. S. mail, first class postage
prepaid, terminate the contract, and at the County' s option, obtain performance of the work elsewhere.
Termination shall be effective upon Contractor's receipt of the written notice, or within three ( 3) days of the

mailing of the notice, whichever occurs first.  If the contract is terminated for default, the Contractor shall not be
entitled to receive any further payments under the contract until all work called for has been fully performed.
Any extra cost or damage to the County resulting from such default(s) shall be deducted from any money due
or coming due to the Contractor.  The Contractor shall bear any extra expenses incurred by the County in
completing the work, including all increased costs for completing the work, and all damage sustained, or which
may be sustained by the County by reason of such default.

11. 2 Termination for Reduction in Funding:   In the event that funding from State, Federal or other sources is
withdrawn, reduced, or limited in any way after the effective date of this Agreement, and prior to its normal
completion, the County may summarily terminate this Agreement to the funds withdrawn, reduced, or limited,
notwithstanding any other termination provisions of this Agreement. If the level of funding withdrawn, reduced
or limited is so great that the County deems that the continuation of the programs covered by this Agreement is
no longer in the best interest of the County, the County may summarily terminate this Agreement in whole,
notwithstanding any other termination provisions of this Agreement. Termination under this section shall be
effective upon receipt of written notice as specified herein, or within three days of the mailing of the notice,
whichever occurs first.

11. 3 Termination for Public Convenience:

The County may terminate the Agreement in whole or in part whenever the County determines, in its sole
discretion that such termination is in the interests of the County. Whenever the Agreement is terminated in
accordance with this paragraph, the Contractor shall be entitled to payment for actual work performed at unit
contract prices for completed items of work. An equitable adjustment in the contract price for partially
completed items of work will be made, but such adjustment shall not include provision for loss of anticipated
profit on deleted or uncompleted work. Termination of this Agreement by the County at any time during the
term, whether for default or convenience, shall not constitute breach of contract by the County.
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Series 20-29: Provisions Related to Consideration and Payments

20. 1 Accountinq and Payment for Contractor Services:
Payment to the Contractor for services rendered under this Agreement shall be as set forth in Exhibit " B."

Where Exhibit " B" requires payments by the County, payment shall be based upon written claims supported,
unless otherwise provided in Exhibit " B," by documentation of units of work actually performed and amounts
earned, including, where appropriate, the actual number of days worked each month, total number of hours for
the month, and the total dollar payment requested, so as to comply with municipal auditing requirements.
Unless specifically stated in Exhibit " B" or approved in writing in advance by the official executing this
Agreement for the County or his designee ( hereinafter referred to as the " Administrative Officer") the County
will not reimburse the Contractor for any costs or expenses incurred by the Contractor in the performance of
this contract. Where required, the County shall, upon receipt of appropriate documentation, compensate the
Contractor, no more often than monthly, in accordance with the County's customary procedures, pursuant to
the fee schedule set forth in Exhibit" B."

21. 1 Taxes:

The Contractor understands and acknowledges that the County will not withhold Federal or State income
taxes. Where required by State or Federal law, the Contractor authorizes the County to withhold for any taxes
other than income taxes ( i. e., Medicare). All compensation received by the Contractor will be reported to the
Internal Revenue Service at the end of the calendar year in accordance with the applicable IRS regulations. It
is the responsibility of the Contractor to make the necessary estimated tax payments throughout the year, if
any, and the Contractor is solely liable for any tax obligation arising from the Contractor' s performance of this
Agreement. The Contractor hereby agrees to indemnify the County against any demand to pay taxes arising
from the Contractor' s Failure to pay taxes on compensation earned pursuant to this Agreement.

The County will pay sales and use taxes imposed on goods or services acquired hereunder as required by law.
The Contractor must pay all other taxes, including, but not limited to, Business and Occupation Tax, taxes
based on the Contractor' s gross or net income, or personal property to which the County does not hold title.
The County is exempt from Federal Excise Tax.

22. 1 Wi iholdinq Payment:

In the event the County's Administrative Officer determines that the Contractor has failed to perform any
obligation under this Agreement within the times set forth in this Agreement, then the County may withhold
from amounts otherwise due and payable to Contractor the amount determined by the County as necessary to
cure the default, until the Administrative Officer determines that such failure to perform has been cured.
Withholding under this clause shall not be deemed a breach entitling Contractor to termination or damages,
provided that the County promptly gives notice in writing to the Contractor of the nature of the default or failure
to perform, and in no case more than 10 days after it determines to withhold amounts otherwise due. A
determination of the Administrative Officer set forth in a notice to the Contractor of the action required and/ or

the amount required to cure any alleged failure to perform shall be deemed conclusive, except to the extent
that the Contractor acts within the times and in strict accord with the provisions of the Disputes clause of this
Agreement. The County may act in accordance with any determination of the Administrative Officer which has
become conclusive under this clause, without prejudice to any other remedy under the Agreement, to take all
or any of the following actions: ( 1) cure any failure or default, (2) to pay any amount so required to be paid and
to charge the same to the account of the Contractor, (3) to set off any amount so paid or incurred from amounts
due or to become due the Contractor. In the event the Contractor obtains relief upon a claim under the

Disputes clause, no penalty or damages shall accrue to Contractor by reason of good faith withholding by the
County under this clause.

23. 1 Labor Standards:

The Contractor agrees to comply with state and federal requirements, as applicable, pertaining to payment of
wages and working conditions, in accordance with RCW 39. 12. 040, the Prevailing Wage Act; the Americans
with Disabilities Act of 1990; the Davis- Bacon Act; and the Contract Work Hours and Safety Standards Act
providing for weekly payment of prevailing wages, minimum overtime pay, and providing that no laborer or
mechanic shall be required to work in surroundings or under conditions which are unsanitary, hazardous, or
dangerous to health and safety as determined by regulations promulgated by the Federal Secretary of Labor
and the State of Washington.
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Series 30-39: Provisions Related to Administration ofAgreement

30. 1 Independent Contractor:

The Contractor's services shall be furnished by the Contractor as an independent contractor, and nothing
herein contained shall be construed to create a relationship of employer-employee or master-servant, but all
payments made hereunder and all services performed shall be made and performed pursuant to this
Agreement by the Contractor as an independent contractor.

The Contractor acknowledges that the entire compensation for this Agreement is specified in Exhibit " B" and

the Contractor is not entitled to any benefits including, but not limited to: vacation pay, holiday pay, sick leave
pay, medical, dental, or other insurance benefits, or any other rights or privileges afforded to employees of the
County. The Contractor represents that he/she/ it maintains a separate place of business, serves clients other
than the County, will report all income and expense accrued under this contract to the Internal Revenue
Service on a Schedule C, and has a tax account with the State of Washington Department of Revenue for

payment of all sales and use and Business and Occupation taxes collected by the State of Washington.

Contractor will defend, indemnify and hold harmless the County, its officers, agents or employees from any loss
or expense, including, but not limited to, settlements, judgments, setoffs, attorneys' fees or costs incurred by
reason of claims or demands because of breach of the provisions of this paragraph.

30. 2 Assignment and Subcontracting:

The performance of all activities contemplated by this agreement shall be accomplished by the Contractor. No
portion of this contract may be assigned or subcontracted to any other individual, firm or entity without the
express.and prior written approval of the County.

30.3 No Guarantee of Employment:

The performance of all or part of this contract by the Contractor shall not operate to vest any employment rights
whatsoever and shall not be deemed to guarantee any employment of the Contractor or any employee of the
Contractor or any subcontractor or any employee of any subcontractor by the County at the present time or in
the future.

31. 1 Ownership of Items Produced.

All writings, programs, data, public records or other materials prepared by the Contractor and/or its consultants
or subcontractors, in connection with performance of this Agreement, shall be the sole and absolute property of
the County.

Ownership.  Any and all data, reports, analyses, documents, photographs, pamphlets, plans, specifications,
surveys, films or any other materials created, prepared, produced, constructed, assembled, made, performed
or otherwise produced by the Contractor or the Contractor' s subcontractors or consultants for delivery to the
County under this Agreement shall be the sole and absolute property of the County.   Such property shall
constitute " work made for hire" as defined by the U. S. Copyright Act of 1976, 17 U. S. C. § 101, and the

ownership of the copyright and any other intellectual property rights in such property shall vest in the County at
the time of its creation.   Ownership of the intellectual property includes the right to copyright, patent, and
register, and the ability to transfer these rights.  Material which the Contractor uses to perform this Agreement
but is not created, prepared, constructed, assembled, made, performed or otherwise produced for or paid for
by the County is owned by the Contractor and is not" work made for hire" within the terms of this Agreement.

Public Records Act.  This Agreement and all public records associated with this Agreement shall be available
from the County for inspection and copying by the public where required by the Public Records Act, Chapter
42. 56 RCW ( the "Act").  To the extent that public records then in the custody of the Contractor are needed for
the County to respond to a request under the Act, as determined by the County, the Contractor agrees to make
them promptly available to the County.  If the Contractor considers any portion of any record provided to the
County under this Agreement, whether in electronic or hard copy form, to be protected from disclosure under
law, the Contractor shall clearly identify any specific information that it claims to be confidential or proprietary.
If the County receives a request under the Act to inspect or copy the information so identified by the Contractor
and the County determines that release of the information is required by the Act or otherwise appropriate, the
County' s sole obligations shall be to notify the Contractor ( a) of the request and ( b) of the date that such
information will be released to the requester unless the Contractor obtains a court order to enjoin that

disclosure pursuant to RCW 42. 56. 540.   If the Contractor fails to timely obtain a court order enjoining
disclosure, the County will release the requested information on the date specified.
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The County has, and by this section assumes, no obligation on behalf of the Contractor to claim any exemption
from disclosure under the Act. The County shall not be liable to the Contractor for releasing records not clearly
identified by the Contractor as confidential or proprietary.  The County shall not be liable to the Contractor for
any records that the County releases in compliance with this section or in compliance with an order of a court
of competent jurisdiction.

32. 1 Confidentiality:

The Contractor, its employees, subcontractors, and their employees shall maintain the confidentiality of all
information provided by the County or acquired by the Contractor in performance of this Agreement, except
upon the prior written consent of the County or an order entered by a court after having acquired jurisdiction
over the County. Contractor shall immediately give to the County notice of any judicial proceeding seeking
disclosure of such information. Contractor shall indemnify and hold harmless the County, its officials, agents or
employees from all loss or expense, including, but not limited to, settlements, judgments, setoffs, attorneys'
fees and costs resulting from Contractor's breach of this provision.

33. 1 Right to Review_

This contract is subject to review by any Federal, State or County auditor. The County or its designee shall
have the right to review and monitor the financial and service components of this program by whatever means
are deemed expedient by the Administrative Officer or by the County Auditor's Office. Such review may occur
with or without notice and may include, but is not limited to, on- site inspection by County agents or employees,
inspection of all records or other materials which the County deems pertinent to the Agreement and its
performance, and any and all communications with or evaluations by service recipients under this Agreement.
The Contractor shall preserve and maintain all financial records and records. relating, to the. performance .of
work under this Agreement for three ( 3) years after contract termination, and shall make them available for
such review, within Whatcom County, State of Washington, upon request. Contractor also agrees to notify the
Administrative Officer in advance of any inspections, audits, or program review by any individual, agency, or
governmental unit whose purpose is to review the services provided within the terms of this Agreement. If no
advance notice is given to the Contractor, then the Contractor agrees to notify the Administrative Officer as
soon as it is practical.

34. 1 Proof of Insurance:

The Contractor shall, at its own expense, obtain and continuously maintain the following insurance coverage.
All insurers providing such insurance shall have a A.M. Best Rating of not less than A- ( or otherwise be

acceptable to the County) and be licensed to do business in the State of Washington and admitted by the
Washington State Insurance Commissioner. Coverage limits shall be the minimum limits identified in this

Agreement or the coverage limits provided or available under the policies maintained by the Contractor without
regard to this Agreement, whichever are greater:

Property Damage per occurrence-$ 500,000

General Liability& Property Damage for bodily injury per occurrence-$ 1, 000,000

Aggregate -$ 2,000,000

Business Comprehensive Automobile Liability-    $ 1, 000,000 Minimum, per occurrence
2,000,000 Minimum, Annual Aggregate

Coverage shall include liability for any and all owned, non-owned and hired motor vehicles. Coverage may be
satisfied by way of endorsement to the General Commercial Liability policy.

A Certificate of Insurance and endorsements must identify Whatcom County, employees, officers, agents,
officials and volunteers as additional insureds. Contractor' s subcontractors must provide a Certificate of
Insurance and endorsements naming Whatcom County, employees, officers, agents, officials and volunteers
as additional insureds. The Contractor's Insurance shall be considered primary and shall waive all rights of
subrogation.  The County insurance shall be noncontributory. The Insurance policy shall provide coverage on
an occurrence basis. The County must be notified immediately of any cancellation of the policy or change in
insurer carrier. Contractor must submit certificate of insurance and endorsements as described above to the

County prior to the commencement of any work on this project. The County must be notified immediately of
any cancellation of the policy or change in insurer carrier. Contractor shall immediately provide a copy to the
County of the certificate and endorsements when there is a change in insurance carrier or when their policy is
renewed so that the County maintains a current copy of the Contractor' s policy with the required certificate and
endorsements.
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34.2 Industrial Insurance Waiver.

With respect to the performance of this agreement and as to claims against the County, its officers, agents and
employees, the Contractor expressly waives its immunity under Title 51 of the Revised Code of Washington,
the Industrial Insurance Act, for injuries to its employees and agrees that the obligations to indemnify, defend
and hold harmless provided in this agreement extend to any claim brought by or on behalf of any employee of
the Contractor. This waiver is mutually negotiated by the parties to this agreement.

34.3 Defense & Indemnity Agreement:
A.  To the fullest extent permitted by law, the Contractor agrees to indemnify, defend and hold the County and its

departments, elected and appointed officials, employees, agents and volunteers, harmless from and against

any and all claims, damages, losses and expenses, including but not limited to court costs, attorney's fees
and alternative dispute resolution costs, for any personal injury, for any bodily injury, sickness, disease or
death and for any damage to or destruction of any property ( including the loss of use resulting therefrom)
which 1) are caused in whole or in part by any act or omission, negligent or otherwise, of the Contractor, its
employees, agents or volunteers or Contractor' s subcontractors and their employees, agents or volunteers;

or 2) are directly or indirectly arising out of,  resulting from, or in connection with performance of this
Agreement; or 3) are based upon the Contractor's or its subcontractors' use of, presence upon or proximity to
the property of the County.  This indemnification obligation of the Contractor shall not apply in the limited
circumstance where the claim, damage, loss or expense is caused by the sole negligence of the County. This
indemnification obligation of the Contractor shall not be limited in any way by the Washington State Industrial
Insurance Act, RCW Title 51, or by application of any other workmen' s compensation act, disability benefit act
or other employee benefit act, and the Contractor hereby expressly waives any immunity afforded by such
acts.  The foregoing indemnification obligations of..the Contractw—are_a_material inducement to. County to
enter into this Agreement, are reflected in the Contractor's compensation, and have been mutually negotiated
by the parties.

Participation by County— No Waiver. The County reserves the right, but not the obligation, to participate in
the defense of any claim, damages, losses or expenses and such participation shall not constitute a waiver of
Contractor' s indemnity obligations under this Agreement.

Survival of Contractor's Indemnity Obligations.   The Contractor agrees all Contractors'  indemnity
obligations shall survive the completion, expiration or termination of this Agreement.

Indemnity by Subcontractors.  In the event the Contractor enters into subcontracts to the extent allowed

under this Agreement, the Contractor' s subcontractors shall indemnify the County on a basis equal to or
exceeding Contractor' s indemnity obligations to the County.

B.   In any and all claims against the County or its agents by any employee of the Contractor, the indemnification
obligation of subparagraph A above shall not be limited in any way by any limitation on the amount or type of
damages,  compensation benefits payable by or for the Contractor under workers'  or workmen' s

compensation, benefit, or disability laws ( including, but not limited to the Industrial Insurance laws, Title 51 of
the Revised Code of Washington). The Contractor expressly waives any immunity the Contractor might have
had under such laws, and, by agreeing to enter this Contract, acknowledges that foregoing waiver has been
mutually negotiated by the parties.

C.  The Contractor shall pay all attorney' s fees and expenses incurred by the County in establishing and
enforcing the County' s rights under this paragraph, whether or not suit was instituted.

D.  The County reserves the right, but not the obligation, to participate in the defense of any claim, damages,
losses or expenses and such participation shall not constitute a waiver of Contactor' s indemnity obligations
under this Agreement.

E.  The Contractor agrees all Contractor indemnity obligations shall survive the completion,  expiration or
termination of this Agreement.
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34. 4 Performance Bond:

The Contractor shall furnish a duly executed Performance Bond upon a form furnished by the County within ten
calendar days following receipt of the Notice of Intent to Award. The bond shall be executed by a surety or
sureties who are acceptable to the County and the penal amount of the bond shall be in an amount equal to
the Contract Sum and conditioned upon the faithful performance of the Contract by the Contractor within the
Contract Time.

35. 1 Non- Discrimination in Employment:

The County's policy is to provide equal opportunity in all terms, conditions and privileges of employment for all
qualified applicants and employees without regard to race, color, creed, religion, national origin, sex, age,
marital status, disability, or veteran status. The Contractor shall comply with all laws prohibiting discrimination
against any employee or applicant for employment on the grounds of race, color, creed, religion, national
origin, sex, sexual orientation, age, marital status, disability, or veteran status, except where such constitutes a
bona fide occupational qualification.

Furthermore, in those cases in which the Contractor is governed by such laws, the Contractor shall take
affirmative action to insure that applicants are employed, and treated during employment, without regard to
their race, color, creed, religion, national origin, sex, age, marital status, disability, or veteran status, except
where such constitutes a bona fide occupational qualification. Such action shall include, but not be limited to:
advertising, hiring, promotions, layoffs or terminations, rate of pay or other forms of compensation benefits,
selection for training including apprenticeship, and participation in recreational and educational activities. In all
solicitations or advertisements for employees placed by them or on their behalf, the Contractor shall state that
all qualified applicants will receive consideration for employment without regard to race, color religion, sex,
sexual orientation or nationaLDrjgin.

The foregoing provisions shall also be binding upon any subcontractor, provided that the foregoing provision
shall not apply to contracts or subcontractors for standard commercial supplies or raw materials, or to sole
proprietorships with no employees.

36.2 Conflict of Interest:

If at any time prior to commencement of, or during the term of this Agreement, Contractor or any of its
employees involved in the performance of this Agreement shall have or develop an interest in the subject
matter of this Agreement that is potentially in conflict with the County' s interest,  then Contractor shall
immediately notify the County of the same. The notification of the County shall be made with sufficient
specificity to enable the County to make an informed judgment as to whether or not the County's interest may
be compromised in any manner by the existence of the conflict, actual or potential. Thereafter, the County may
require the Contractor to take reasonable steps to remove the conflict of interest. The County may also
terminate this contract according to the provisions herein for termination.

37. 1 Administration of Contract:

This Agreement shall be subject to all laws, rules, and regulations of the United States of America, the State of

Washington, and political subdivisions of the State of Washington. The Contractor also agrees to comply with
applicable federal, state, county or municipal standards for licensing, certification and operation of facilities and
programs, and accreditation and licensing of individuals.

The County hereby appoints, and the Contractor hereby accepts, the Whatcom County Executive, and his or
her designee, as the County's representative, hereinafter referred to as the Administrative Officer, for the
purposes of administering the provisions of this Agreement, including the County' s right to receive and act on
all reports and documents,  and any auditing performed by the County related to this Agreement. The
Administrative Officer for purposes of this agreement is:

Rob Ney, Project& Operations Manager

Whatcom County AS- Facilities Management
3720 Williamson Way
Bellingham WA 98226
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37.2 Notice:

Except as set forth elsewhere in the Agreement, for all purposes under this Agreement except service of
process, notice shall be given by the Contractor to the County' s Administrative Officer under this Agreement.
Notice to the Contractor for all purposes under this Agreement shall be given to the address provided by the
Contractor herein above in the " Contractor Information" section.  Notice may be given by delivery or by
depositing in the US Mail, first class, postage prepaid.

Series 40-49: Provisions Related to Interpretation ofAgreement and Resolution of Disputes

40. 1 Modifications.

Either party may request changes in the Agreement. Any and all agreed modifications, to be valid and binding
upon either party, shall be in writing and signed by both of the parties.

40. 2 Contractor Commitments Warranties and Representations:

Any written commitment received from the Contractor concerning this Agreement shall be binding upon the
Contractor, unless otherwise specifically provided herein with reference to this paragraph.  Failure of the
Contractor to fulfill such a commitment shall render the Contractor liable for damages to the County. A
commitment includes, but is not limited to, any representation made prior to execution of this Agreement,
whether or not incorporated elsewhere herein by reference, as to performance of services or equipment, prices
or options for future acquisition to remain in effect for a fixed period, or warranties.

41. 1 Severability:

If any term or condition of this contract or the application thereof to any person( s) or circumstances is held
invalid, such invalidity shall not affect other terms., conditions. or applications which can be given effect without.
the invalid term, condition or application. To this end, the terms and conditions of this contract are declared
severable.

41. 2 Waiver:

Waiver of any breach or condition of this contract shall not be deemed a waiver of any prior or subsequent
breach. No term or condition of this contract shall be held to be waived, modified or deleted except by an
instrument, in writing, signed by the parties hereto. The failure of the County to insist upon strict performance of
any of the covenants and agreements of this Agreement, or to exercise any option herein conferred in any one
or more instances, shall not be construed to be a waiver or relinquishment of any such, or any other covenants
or agreements, but the same shall be and remain in full force and effect.

42. 1 Disputes:

a.     General:

Differences between the Contractor and the County, arising under and by virtue of the Contract Documents,
shall be brought to the attention of the County at the earliest possible time in order that such matters may be
settled or other appropriate action promptly taken.  Except for such objections as are made of record in the

manner hereinafter specified and within the time limits stated, the records, orders, rulings, instructions, and
decisions of the Administrative Officer shall be final and conclusive.

b.   Notice of Potential Claims:

The Contractor shall not be entitled to additional compensation which otherwise may be payable,  or to
extension of time for ( 1) any act or failure to act by the Administrative Officer or the County, or ( 2) the
happening of any event or occurrence, unless the Contractor has given the County a written Notice of Potential
Claim within ten ( 10) days of the commencement of the act, failure, or event giving rise to the claim, and before
final payment by the County.  The written Notice of Potential Claim shall set forth the reasons for which the
Contractor believes additional compensation or extension of time is due, the nature of the cost involved, and

insofar as possible, the amount of the potential claim.  Contractor shall keep full and complete daily records of
the work performed, labor and material used, and all costs and additional time claimed to be additional.

c. Detailed Claim:

The Contractor shall not be entitled to claim any such additional compensation, or extension of time, unless
within thirty ( 30) days of the accomplishment of the portion of the work from which the claim arose, and before
final payment by the County, the Contractor has given the County a detailed written statement of each element
of cost or other compensation requested and of all elements of additional time required, and copies of any
supporting documents evidencing the amount or the extension of time claimed to be due.
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d.  Arbitration:

Other than claims for injunctive relief brought by a party hereto ( which may be brought either in court or
pursuant to this arbitration provision), and consistent with the provisions hereinabove, any claim, dispute or
controversy between the parties under, arising out of, or related to this Agreement or otherwise, including
issues of specific performance, shall be determined by arbitration in Bellingham, Washington, under the
applicable American Arbitration Association ( AAA) rules in effect on the date hereof, as modified by this
Agreement. There shall be one arbitrator selected by the parties within ten ( 10) days of the arbitration demand,
or if not, by the AAA or any other group having similar credentials. Any issue about whether a claim is covered
by this Agreement shall be determined by the arbitrator.  The arbitrator shall apply substantive law and may
award injunctive relief, equitable relief ( including specific performance), or any other remedy available from a
judge, but shall not have the power to award punitive damages. Each party shall pay its own costs of arbitration
including attorneys' fees.  The arbitrator's fee and any administrative expenses imposed by the arbitrator shall
be shared equally by the parties. The decision of the arbitrator shall be final and binding and an order
confirming the award or judgment upon the award may be entered in any court having jurisdiction. The parties
agree that the decision of the arbitrator shall be the sole and exclusive remedy between them regarding any
dispute presented or pled before the arbitrator. At the request of either party made not later than forty-five (45)
days after the arbitration demand, the parties agree to submit the dispute to nonbinding mediation, which shall
not delay the arbitration hearing date; provided, that either party may decline to mediate and proceed with
arbitration.

43. 1 Venue and Choice of Law.

In the event that any litigation should arise concerning the construction or interpretation of any of the terms of
this Agreement, the venue of such action of litigation shall be in the courts of the State of Washington in and for

the..C.ounty.of Whatcom..This Agreement shall be..governed by the. laws of the.State of Washington.

44. 1 Survival:

The provisions of paragraphs 11. 1, 11. 2, 11. 3, 21. 1, 22. 1, 30. 1, 31. 1, 31. 2, 32. 1, 33. 1, 34. 2, 34. 3, 36. 1, 40. 2,
41. 2, 42. 1, and 43. 1, if utilized, shall survive, notwithstanding the termination or invalidity of this Agreement for
any reason.
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EXHIBIT " A"

SCOPE OF WORK)

The Security Electronics components as described following are configured and programmed to provide for a total
Integrated" solution— managing the security at the Whatcom County Main Jail:

DVMS System

o DVMS

Status Automation SSE 5. 0 Genetec SDK

Arxys Storage Array
Extended support and advance parts replacement by Arxys

HMI System

o Fixed HMI ( Touchscreen) System

Servers

Viewers

Software

GE Cimplicity
Status Automation SSE 5. 0

o SMA SSE 5. 0

Intercom System

o Intercom and Paging
DXL DCC and DCE Appliances

Master Intercom

Software

Software status Automation SSE 5. 0

o SMA SSE 5. 0

PLC System

o Door Control and Alarming
Omron PLC

Software

Status Automation SSE 5. 0

Proposal Outline—Scope

All systems as noted above-

Provide for phone technical support and diagnostics— to assist site personal in troubleshooting/ repair
o Telephone/ Email

o Provide 5/ 8 technical support( hotline)

o Response time:

Initial contact— under 2 hours

Phone tech support for action— under 4 hours

o Maximum 4 hours support per month, 2 hour( min) increments, and additional time billable at hourly
rates

Provide once yearly on site diagnostics and preventative maintenance
o Attend site, review equipment condition, wear, heating/filtration issues
o Advise of corrective actions necessary
o Check window logs, equipment logs, advise of any noticeable pending failures
o Max 4 hours on site

DVMS System

o Provide Support of Genetec Integration drivers

o Provide Genetec SMA and SMA support
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Arxys Storage
o Arxys support with online tech support and advanced replacement parts

HMI ( Fixed Touchscreen) System

o Provide SSE 5. 0 support

SA SSE 5. 0 support

SA SSE 5. 0 updates and service packs
o Provide Tech support on Cimplicity HMI Base package including SIM updates if deemed necessary

Intercom System
o Provide SSE 5. 0 support and updates

o Provide DXL Firmware and Software service packs and updates

PLC System

o Provide SSE 5.0 support and updates+

o Provide Omron troubleshooting and support

Emergency Call out/ requested site attendance( as approved)

On Site call out support
o Provide 24/ 7 emergency call out support
o Emergency

In the event of an incident that causes the system to need immediate emergency repairs and
the cause cannot be patched or repaired on line.
Anticipated response time is 6 hours HMI/ PCL specialty support if critical

The Security Electronics components as described following are configured and programmed to provide for a total
Integrated" solution— managing the security at the Whatcom County Work Release Center:

DVMS System
o DVMS

Status Automation SSE 5. 0 Pelco SDK

Arxys Storage Array
Extended support and advance parts replacement by Arxys

HMI System
o Fixed HMI ( Touchscreen) System

Servers

Viewers

Software

GE Cimplicity
Status Automation SSE 5.0

o SMA SSE 5.0

Intercom System

o Intercom and Paging
DXL DCC and DCE Appliances

Master Intercom

Software

Software Status Automation SSE 5.0

o SMA SSE 5. 0

PLC System

o Door Control and Alarming
Modicon PLC

Software

Status Automation SSE 5. 0

2020 Security Electronics and DVMS System Support& Maintenance Agreement
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Proposal Outline— Scope

All systems as noted above:

Provide for phone technical support and diagnostics— to assist site personal in troubleshooting/ repair
o Telephone/ Email

o Provide 5/8 technical support( hotline)

o Response time:

Initial contact— under 2 hours

Phone tech support for action— under 4 hours

o Maximum 4 hours support per month, 2 hour( min) increments, and additional time billable at hourly
rates

Provide once yearly on site diagnostics and preventative maintenance
o Attend site, review equipment condition, wear, heating/filtration issues
o Advise of corrective actions necessary
o Check window logs, equipment logs, advise of any noticeable pending failures
o Max 2 hours on site

DVMS System

o Provide Support of Genetec Integration drivers
o Provide Genetec SMA and SMA support

Arxys Support

Arxys Support with online tech support and advance replacement of parts

HMI ( Fixed Touchscreen) System

o Provide SSE 5. 0 support

SA SSE 5. 0 support

SA SSE 5. 0 updates and service packs
o Provide Tech support on Cimplicity HMI Base package including SIM updates if deemed necessary

Intercom System

o Provide SSE 5. 0 support and updates

o Provide DXL Firmware and Software service packs and updates

PLC System

o Provide SSE 5. 0 support and updates+

o Provide Omron troubleshooting and support

Emergency Call out/requested site attendance( as approved)

On Site call out support

o Provide 24/ 7 emergency call out support
o Emergency

In the event of an incident that causes the system to need immediate emergency repairs and
the cause cannot be patched or repaired on line.
Anticipated response time is 6 hours HMI/ PCL specialty support if critical

The Security Electronics components as described following are configured and programmed to provide for a total
Integrated" solution —managing the security at the Whatcom County Juvenile Center:

DVMS System

o DVMS

Status Automation SSE 5.0 Genetec SDK

Arxys Storage Array
Extended support and advance parts replacement by Arxys

2020 Security Electronics and DVMS System Support& Maintenance Agreement
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HMI System
o Fixed HMI ( Touchscreen) System

Servers

Viewers

Software

GE Cimplicity
Status Automation SSE 5. 0

o SMA SSE 5. 0

Intercom System

o Intercom and Paging
DXL DCC and DCE Appliances

Master Intercom

Software

Software Status Automation SSE 5.0
o SMA SSE 5. 0

PLC System
o Door Control and Alarming

Omron PLC

Software

Status Automation SSE 5. 0

Proposal Outline— Scope

All systems as noted above:

Provide for phone technical support and diagnostics— to assist site personal in troubleshooting/repair
o Telephone/ Email

o Provide 5/ 8 technical support( hotline)

o Response time:

Initial contact— under 2 hours

Phone tech support for action— under 4 hours

o Maximum 4 hours support per month, 2 hour( min) increments, and additional time billable at hourly
rates

Provide once yearly on site diagnostics and preventative maintenance
o Attend site, review equipment condition, wear, heating/filtration issues
o Advise of corrective actions necessary
o Check window logs, equipment logs, advise of any noticeable pending failures
o Max 2 hours on site

DVMS System

o Provide Support of Genetec Integration drivers

o Provide Genetec SMA and SMA support

Arxys Storage

o Arxys Support with online tech support and advance replacement of parts

HMI ( Fixed Touchscreen) System

o Provide SSE 5. 0 support

SA SSE 5. 0 support

SA SSE 5.0 updates and service packs
o Provide Tech support on Cimplicity HMI Base package including SIM updates if deemed necessary

Intercom System

o Provide SSE 5.0 support and updates
o Provide DXL Firmware and Software service packs and updates

2020 Security Electronics and DVMS System Support& Maintenance Agreement
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PLC System

o Provide SSE 5. 0 support and updates+
o Provide Omron troubleshooting and support

Emergency Call out/ requested site attendance (as approved)

On Site call out support
o Provide 24/ 7 emergency call out support
o Emergency

In the event of an incident that causes the system to need immediate emergency repairs and
the cause cannot be patched or repaired on line.
Anticipated response time is 6 hours HMI/ PCL specialty support if critical

The Security Electronics components as described following are configured and programmed to provide for a total
Integrated" solution —managing the security at the Whatcom County Facilities Management Site:

DVMS System

o DVMS

Genetec Security Desk
o Dell Directory and Archiving Server

Dell Extended Warranty
o Arxys Storage Array

Extended support and advance parts replacement by Arxys
Applicable to 2018 Unit Only-

Proposal Outline—Scope

All systems as noted above:

Provide for phone technical support and diagnostics— to assist site personal in troubleshooting/ repair
o Telephone/ Email

o Provide 5/ 8 technical support( hotline)
o Response time:

Initial contact— under 2 hours

Phone tech support for action— under 4 hours
o Maximum 4 hours support per month, 2 hour( min) increments, and additional time billable at hourly

rates

Provide once yearly on site diagnostics review
o Attend site, review equipment condition, wear, heating/ filtration issues
o Advise of corrective actions necessary
o Check window logs, equipment logs, advise of any noticeable pending failures
o Max 1 hours on site

DVMS System

o Provide Support of Genetec Integration drivers
o Provide Genetec SMA and SMA support

Arxys Storage

0 Arxys Support with online tech support and advance replacement of parts

Emergency Call out/requested site attendance( as approved)

On Site call out support
o Provide 24/ 7 emergency call out support
o Emergency

In the event of an incident that causes the system to need immediate emergency repairs and
the cause cannot be patched or repaired on line.
Anticipated response time is 6 hours HMI/ PCL specialty support if critical
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EXHIBIT " B"

COMPENSATION)

The Contract Number shall be included on all billings and correspondence.

The maximum consideration of for this agreement is $ 43,314.53.

Invoices detailing and services must be submitted to:
Whatcom County Facilities Management Office
3720 Williamson Way
Bellingham WA 98225

Whatcom County Jail
Tech Support:

All systems 5/ 8 online/phone support— On call stand b

Maximum 4 hours support per month, 2 hour( min) increments, additional time billable at hourly
rates

Basic Support: 5,880.00

On site diagnostic review

Performed 1 x yearly
On site review: 1, 960.00

HMI Software SSE 5.0 SMA

Provides forudates an service packs during the year
HMI, Cim licit , Drivers

Phone Support

HMI System and off site backups for recover

1 year SSE SMA Cost: 2,500.00

DVMS Storage Array

F--:::[1 year Array Extended Warranty Gold Support Jun— Dec 2020 Gold Support: 1, 100.00

DVMS Software SMA

Provides for updates and service packs during the year
Genetec Tech support phone line
Installation of SP' s if deemed necessary

Status Phone support

DVMS System off site backups for recover

1 year SSE SMA Cost: 7,360.00

Subtotal Main Jail      $ 18, 800.00

2020 Security Electronics and DVMS System Support& Maintenance Agreement
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Whatcom County Work Release Center
Tech Support:

All systems 5/ 8 online/phone support— On call stand b

Maximum 2 hours support per month, 1 hour( min) increments, additional time billable at hourly
rates

Basic Support: 2, 160. 00

On site diagnostic review

Performed 1x earl

On site review: 1, 320.00

HMI Software SSE 5. 0 SMA

Provides for updates and service packs during the ear
HMI, Cim licit , Drivers

HMI System off site backups for recove

Phone Support

1 year SSE SMA Cost: 1, 000.00

DVMS Storage Array

F:4 1 year Array Extended Warranty Gold Support Jun— Dec 2020 Gold Support: 1, 100. 00

DVMS Software SMA

Provides for updates and service packs during the year
Genetec Tech support hone-line-
Installation of SP's if deemed necessa

Status Phone support

DVMS System off site backups for recovery
2,430.00

Genetec SMA Sep 2020— Sep 2021 1, 822.00

Subtotal Work Release 9,832.00
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Whatcom County Juvenile
Tech Support:

All systems 5/ 8 online/phone support— On call stand b

Maximum 4 hours support per month, 2 hour( min) increments, additional time billable at hourly
rates

Basic Support: 2,640.00

On site diagnostic review

Performed 1x yearly
On site review: 1, 080.00

HMI Software SSE 5.0 SMA

Provides for updates and service packs during the year
HMI, Cim licit , Drivers

Phone Support

HMI System off site backups for recover

1 year SSE SMA Cost: 2,200.00

DVMS Storage Arra

1 year Array Extended Warranty Gold Support Jun— Dec 2020 Gold Support: 1, 100.00

DVMS Software SMA

Provides for updates and service packs during the year
Genetec.Tech support phone line.
Installation of SP' s if deemed necessary

Status Phone suR2ort

DVMS System off site backups for recover

1 year SSE SMA Cost: 1, 900. 00

Subtotal Juvenile 8,920.00
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Whatcom County Facilities Management
Tech Support:

All systems 5/ 8 online/phone support— On call stand b

Maximum 4 hours support per month, 2 hour( min) increments, additional time billable at hourly
rates

Basic Support: 1, 200.00

On site diagnostic review

Performed 1 x yearly
On site review:  250.00

DVMS Storage Array
1 year Array Extended Warranty Gold Support Gold Support:  850.00

DVMS Software SMA

Provides for updates and service packs during the year
Genetec Tech support phone line
Installation of SP' s if deemed necessary

Status Phone support

Genetec SMA prepaid to 2022

1 year SSE SMA Cost:     0.00

Subtotalfacilitias M mt       $ 2,30" 0

Whatcom County Main Jail Subtotal 18,800. 00

Whatcom County Work Release Center Subtotal 9,832.00

Whatcom County Juvenile Subtotal 8,920.00

Whatcom County Facilities Management Subtotal 2, 300.00

TOTAL OF AGREEMENT       $ 39,852.00 not including applicable tax

Variable Costs:

Additional On Site Support

Provide onsite support as requested by client 150. 00/ hr.

Overtime rates outside normal working hours apply at 1. 5 base rate.
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The Security Electronics components as described following are configured and programmed to provide

for a total " Integrated" solution— managing the security at the

Whatcom County Main Jail.

DVMS System

o DVMS

Status Automation SSE 5. 0 Genetec SDK
o Arxys Storage Array

Extended support and advance parts replacement by Arxys
HMI System

o Fixed HMI ( Touchscreen) System
Servers

Viewers

Software

GE Cimplicity
Status Automation SSE 5. 0

o SMA SSE 5. 0
Intercom System

o Intercom and Paging
DXL DCC and DCE Appliances

Master Intercom

Software

Software status Automation SSE 5. 0
o SMA SSE 5. 0

PLC System

o Door Control and Alarming
Omron PLC

Software

Status Automation SSE 5. 0

Proposal Outline—Scope

All systems as noted above:

Provide for phone technical support and diagnostics— to assist site personal in
troubleshooting/ repair

o Telephone/ Email

o Provide 5/ 8 technical support( hotline)
o Response time:

Initial contact— under 2 hours

Phone tech support for action— under 4 hours
o Maximum 4 hours support per month, 2 hour( min) increments, and additional time

billable at hourly rates

Provide once yearly on site diagnostics and preventative maintenance
o Attend site, review equipment condition, wear, heating/filtration issues

Page 2 of 10 STATUS
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STATUS 4;

o Advise of corrective actions necessary
o Check window logs, equipment logs, advise of any noticeable pending failures
o Max 4 hours on site

DVMS System

o Provide Support of Genetec Integration drivers
o Provide Genetec SMA and SMA support

Arxys Storage

o Arxys Support with online tech support and advance replacement of parts

HMI ( Fixed Touchscreen) System
o Provide SSE 5.0 support

SA SSE 5. 0 support

SA SSE 5. 0 updates and service packs
o Provide Tech support on Cimplicity HMI Base package including SIM updates if deemed

necessary

Intercom System

o Provide SSE 5. 0 support and updates
o PF& ide ONE-Firmware and Software service packs and updates

PLC System

o Provide SSE 5. 0 support and updates+
o Provide Omron troubleshooting and support

Emergency Call out/requested site attendance( as approved)

On Site call out support
o Provide 24/7 emergency call out support
o Emergency

In the event of an incident that causes the system to need immediate

emergency repairs and the cause cannot be patched or repaired on line.
Anticipated response time is 6 hours HMI/ PCL specialty support if critical
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STATUS fi

The Security Electronics components as described following are configured and programmed to provide

for a total " Integrated" solution— managing the security at the Whatcom County Work Release Center:

DVMS System

o DVMS

Status Automation SSE 5. 0 Genetec SDK
o Arxys Storage Array

Extended support and advance parts replacement by Arxys
HMI System

o Fixed HMI ( Touchscreen) System

Servers

Viewers

Software

GE Cimplicity
Status Automation SSE 5. 0

o SMA SSE 5. 0

Intercom System

o Intercom and Paging
DXL DCC and-DGE Appliances

Master Intercom

Software

Software status Automation SSE 5. 0
o SMA SSE 5. 0

PLC System

o Door Control and Alarming
Modicon PLC

Software

Status Automation SSE 5. 0

Proposal Outline— Scope

All systems as noted above:

Provide for phone technical support and diagnostics— to assist site personal in
troubleshooting/ repair

o Telephone/ Email

o Provide 5/ 8 technical support( hotline)
o Response time:

Initial contact— under 2 hours

Phone tech support for action— under 4 hours

o Maximum 4 hours support per month, 2 hour( min) increments, and additional time
billable at hourly rates

Provide once yearly on site diagnostics and preventative maintenance
o Attend site, review equipment condition, wear, heating/ filtration issues
o Advise of corrective actions necessary
o Check window logs, equipment logs, advise of any noticeable pending failures
o Max 2 hours on site

Page 4 of 10 STATUS
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DVMS System

o Provide Support of Genetec Integration drivers
o Provide Genetec SMA and SMA support

Arxys Storage

0 Arxys Support with online tech support and advance replacement of parts

HMI ( Fixed Touchscreen) System

o Provide SSE 5. 0 support

SA SSE 5. 0 support

SA SSE 5. 0 updates and service packs
o Provide Tech support on Cimplicity HMI Base package including SIM updates if deemed

necessary

Intercom System

o Provide SSE 5.0 support and updates
o Provide DXL Firmware and Software service packs and updates

PLC System

0 Provide SSE 5.0 support and updates+
0 tour a mrort troubleshooting and support

Emergency Call out/ requested site attendance( as approved)

On Site call out support
o Provide 24/7 emergency call out support
o Emergency

In the event of an incident that causes the system to need immediate

emergency repairs and the cause cannot be patched or repaired on line.
Anticipated response time is 6 hours HMI/ PCL specialty support if critical

iLbl
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The Security Electronics components as described following are configured and programmed to provide

for a total " Integrated" solution— managing the security at the Whatcom County Juvenile Center:

DVMS System

o DVMS

Status Automation SSE 5. 0 Genetec SDK
o Arxys Storage Array

Extended support and advance parts replacement by Arxys
HMI System

o Fixed HMI ( Touchscreen) System
Servers

Viewers

Software

GE Cimplicity
Status Automation SSE 5. 0

o SMA SSE 5. 0

Intercom System

o Intercom and Paging
DXL DCC and DCE Appliances

Master Intercom

Software

Software status Automation SSE 5. 0
o SMA SSE 5. 0

PLC System

o Door Control and Alarming
Omron PLC

Software

Status Automation SSE 5. 0

Proposal Outline—Scope

All systems as noted above:

Provide for phone technical support and diagnostics— to assist site personal in
troubleshooting/ repair

o Telephone/Email

o Provide 5/ 8 technical support( hotline)
o Response time:

Initial contact— under 2 hours

Phone tech support for action— under 4 hours
o Maximum 4 hours support per month, 2 hour( min) increments, and additional time

billable at hourly rates

Provide once yearly on site diagnostics and preventative maintenance
o Attend site, review equipment condition, wear, heating/ filtration issues
o Advise of corrective actions necessary
o Check window logs, equipment logs, advise of any noticeable pending failures

Page 6 of 10 STATUS
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o Max 2 hours on site

DVMS System

o Provide Support of Genetec Integration drivers
o Provide Genetec SMA and SMA support

Arxys Storage

o Arxys Support with online tech support and advance replacement of parts

HMI ( Fixed Touchscreen) System
o Provide SSE 5.0 support

SA SSE 5. 0 support

SA SSE 5. 0 updates and service packs
o Provide Tech support on Cimplicity HMI Base package including SIM updates if deemed

necessary

Intercom System

o Provide SSE 5. 0 support and updates
o Provide DXL Firmware and Software service packs and updates

PCC-sysTdm
o Provide SSE 5.0 support and updates+
o Provide Omron troubleshooting and support

Emergency Call outtrequested site attendance( as approved)

On Site call out support
o Provide 24/ 7 emergency call out support
o Emergency

In the event of an incident that causes the system to need immediate

emergency repairs and the cause cannot be patched or repaired on line.
Anticipated response time is 6 hours HMI/ PCL specialty support if critical

t+
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Costs Summary

Whatcom County Jail
Tech Support:

All systems 5/ 8 online/phone support— On call stand by
Maximum 4 hours support per month, 2 hour( min) increments, additional time billable at hourly
rates

Basic Support:       $ 5, 880. 00
On site diagnostic review

Performed 1x yearly
on site review:       $ 1, 960. 00

HMI Software SSE 5. 0) SMA

Provides for updates and service packs during the year
HMI, Cim licit , Drivers

Phone Support

HMI System off site backups for recovery
1 year SSE SMA Cost:       $ 2, 500. 00

DVMS Storage Array
1 year Array Extended Warranty Gold Support June— Dec. 2020 Gold Support:       $ 1 100.00

DVMS Software SMA

Provides for updates and service packs during the year
Genetec Tech support phone line
Installation of SP' s if deemed necessa

Status Phone support

DVMS System off site backups for recove

1 year SSE SMA_qqst.-j     $7, 360. 00

Subtotal Main Jail      $ 18, 800. 00

Whatcom County Work Release Center
Tech Su ort:

All systems 5/8 online/phone support— On call stand b

Maximum 2 hours support per month, 1 hour( min) increments, additional time billable at hourly
rates

Basic Support:       $ 2, 160. 00

On site diagnostic review

Performed 1x yearly
On site review:       $ 1, 320. 00

HMI Software( SSE 5. 0) SMA

Provides for updates and service packs during the year
HMI, Cim licit , Drivers

HMI System off site backups for recovery
1 year SSE SMA Cost:       $ 1, 000. 00
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DVMS Storage Array
1 year Array Extended Warranty Gold Support June— Dec. 2020 Gold Support:       $ 1, 100. 00

DVMS Software SMA

Provides for updates and service packs during the year
Genetec Tech support phone line
Installation of SP' s if deemed necessary.

Status Phone support

DVMS System off site backups for recovery
2, 430. 00

Genetec SMA Sept 2020- Sept 2021 1, 822. 00

Subtotal Work Release       $ 9, 832. 00

Whatcom County Juvenile
Tech Support:

All systems 5/ 8 online/phone support— On call stand b

Maximum 4 hours support per month, 2 hour( min) increments, additional time billable at hourly
rates

Basic Support:       $ 2, 640. 00

On site diagnostic review

Performed 1x yearly
On site review:       $, 1, 080.00

HMI Software SSE 5. 0 SMA

Provides for updates and service packs duringthe year
HMI, Cim licit , Drivers

Phone Support

HMI System off site backups for recovery
1 year SSE SMA Cost:       $ 2, 200. 00

DVMS Storage Array
1 year Array Extended Warranty Gold Support June— Dec. 2020)      Gold Support:       $ 1, 100. 00

DVMS Software SMA

Provides for updates and service packs during the year
Genetec Tech support phone line
Installation of SP' s if deemed necessary

Status Phone support

DVMS System off site backups for recovery
1 year SSE SMA Cost:       $ 1, 900. 00

Subtotal       $ 8, 920.00

Whatcom County Main Jail Subtotal 18, 800. 00

Whatcom County Work Release Center Subtotal 9, 832.00

Whatcom County Juvenile Subtotal 8, 920. 00

TOTAL OF AGREEMENT       $ 37, 552. 00

Variable Costs:

Additional On Site Support
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Provide onsite support as requested by client 150. 00/ hr.

Overtime rates outside normal working hours apply at 1. 5 base rate

l
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Whatcom County Facilities Management Site:

DVMS System

o DVMS

Genetec Security Desk
o Dell Directory and Archiving Server

Dell Extended warranty
o Arxys Storage Array

Extended support and advance parts replacement by Arxys
Applicable to 2018 Unit only

Proposal Outline— Scope

Provide for phone technical support and diagnostics— to assist site personal in
troubleshooting/ repair

o Telephone/ Email

e-- Provide-Si technical-support( hotline)
o Response time:

Initial contact— under 2 hours

Phone tech support for action— under 4 hours
o Maximum 4 hours support per month, 2 hour( min) increments, and additional time

billable at hourly rates

Provide once yearly on site diagnostics review
o Attend site, review equipment condition, wear, heating/ filtration issues
o Advise of corrective actions necessary
o Check window logs, equipment logs, advise of any noticeable pending failures
o Max 1 hours on site

DVMS System

o Provide Support of Genetec Integration drivers
o Provide Genetec SMA and SMA support

Arxys Storage

o Arxys Support with online tech support and advance replacement of parts

Emergency Call out/requested site attendance( as approved)

On Site call out support

o Provide 24/7 emergency call out support
o Emergency

In the event of an incident that causes the system to need immediate

emergency repairs and the cause cannot be patched or repaired on line.
Anticipated response time is 6 hours HMI/ PCL specialty support if critical
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Costs Summary

Whatcom County Facilities Management
Tech Support..

All systems 5/ 8 online/phone sup ort— On call stand b

Maximum 4 hours support per month, 2 hour( min) increments, additional time billable at hourly
rates

Basic Su ort:       $ 1, 200. 00
On site diagnostic review

Performed 1x yearly
on site review: 250. 00

DVMS Stora e Array
1 year Array Extended Warranty Gold Support Gold Support: 850.00

DVMS Software SMA

Provides for updates and service packs during the year
Genetec Tech support phone line

JnstallatiorLof.-SEsif-deamecLaacessary
Status Phone support

Genetec SMA prepaid to 2022
1 year SSE SMA Cost:    0. 00

Subtotal Main Jail      $ 2, 300.00

Variable Costs.-

Additional On Site Support

Provide onsite support as requested by client 150. 00/ hr.

Overtime rates outside normal working hours apply at 1. 5 base rate
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WHATCOM COUNTY FACILITIES MANAGEMENT

ADMINISTRATIVE SEVICES 3720 Williamson Way

Whatcom County Courthouse Bellingham, WA 98226- 9156

311 Grand Ave, Suite 108 Phone: ( 360) 778- 5360

Bellingham, WA 98225- 4083 Fax:  ( 360) 778- 5361

Facilities@co.whatcom.wa. us

ROB NEY

Project&

Operations
Manager

RE       .....
MEMORANDUM NOV 2 7 2019

JACK LOONS
TO:   Jack Louws, County Executive COUNTY EXECUTIVE

FROM:      Rob Ney, Project & Operations Manager

RE: Geetfeet- Security-E#ec-4.Fonics-Gnd4)-J-MS-W&-tem Support &
Maintenance Agreement

DATE:       November 21, 2019

Enclosed for your review and signature are two (2) originals of the Agreement
between Whatcom County and Status Electrical Corporation for the purpose of
Security Electronics and DVMS System Support & Maintenance Agreement for the

Whatcom County Main Jail; Jail Work Center, Juvenile Facilities and Facilities
Management; 311 Grand Avenue, Public Safety Building, 2030 Division Street and
3720 Williamson Way; Bellingham, Whatcom County, WA.

Background and Purpose

This contract is to provide Technical support, On-site maintenance and phone
support for the Security Electronics and DVMS for the Juvenile Detention Facility,
Main Jail, Jail Work Center and Facilities Management.

The Jail, Jail Work center and Juvenile detention facilities include the Intercom
systems, PLC' s and PC for Door and Lock controls, Plus the Genetec Camera

systems that are interfaced with the main Security Controls that include Servers,
Network switches, KVM and audio servers.

The Facilities CCTV Security system includes all Cameras, Servers, Work Stations,
Network Switches and Network Support, Plus support for the Genetec Camera
system software.
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Funding Amount and Source
This project is approved by three regular budgets. The Main Jail and Jail Work
Center will be funded from the Jail Fund. Juvenile Detention and Facilities

Management will be funded by Facilities regular budget. Any shortfall in the
budget will result in budget transfers from other accounts within the regular

budget.

Funding needed for this contract is $ 43,314.53, including tax.

Differences from Previous Contract

This project is a one-time agreement.

Please contact Rob Ney at extension 5378, if you have any questions or concerns
regarding the terms of this agreement.

Enclosures
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WHATCOM COUNTY 
Executive Office 
311 Grand Avenue, Suite 108 
Bellingham, WA 98225 

 

 Satpal Singh Sidhu 
County Executive 

 
MEMORANDUM 

 
 

TO:  Whatcom County Council    
 
FROM:  Tyler Schroeder, Deputy Executive 
 
RE:  Whatcom Conservation District – Firewise Program  
 
DATE:  12/30/2020 
  
 

 
Enclosed is a contract between Whatcom Conservation District and Whatcom 
County in support of the Firewise program.     
 
 Background and Purpose 
In 2019 Whatcom County was approached by Whatcom Conservation District to 
support their Wildlife Risk Reduction Program otherwise known as Firewise. A two-
year agreement was entered into and much needed education and technical 
assistance services were provided to both communities and individuals.  Many who 
have participated in the program have learned proactive steps they can take to 
manage fire risk.  Homeowners are reducing the risk on their own properties and 
developing plans for their communities.  The work continues as more communities 
and individuals seek education and risk management techniques.  
 
 Funding Amount and Source 
The approved 2021 – 2022 General Fund budget includes non-departmental 
funding in the amount of $25,000 for each year.   
 
 Differences from Previous Contract 
There are no significant changes to the first agreement as the scope and 
compensation are very similar.  
 
Please contact Tyler Schroeder at extension 5207, if you have any questions or 
concerns regarding the terms of this agreement. 
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Last edited   08/08/18   

   
  

 Whatcom County Contract No. 
  

202101012           
  

  

Originating Department:  Executive          

Division/Program: (i.e. Dept. Division and Program) Non-Departmental 

Contract or Grant Administrator: Tawni Helms, Administrative Coordinator 

Contractor’s / Agency Name:  Whatcom Conservation District         

Is this a New Contract? If not, is this an Amendment or Renewal to an Existing Contract? 

Yes  

 

No  

 

Yes   No   If Amendment or Renewal, (per WCC 3.08.100 (a)) Original Contract #:                 
  

Does contract require Council Approval? Yes   No   If No, include WCC:  

Already approved?  Council Approved Date:         (Exclusions see: Whatcom County Codes 3.06.010, 3.08.090 and 3.08.100) 
 

Is this a grant agreement? 

If yes, grantor agency contract number(s):                 CFDA#:       Yes   No   
 

Is this contract grant funded? 

If yes, Whatcom County grant contract number(s):            Yes   No   
 

Is this contract the result of a RFP or Bid process?  

      

Contract 

Cost Center: 4293.7210 Yes   No   If yes, RFP and Bid number(s): 
  

Is this agreement excluded from E-Verify? No   Yes   If no, include Attachment D Contractor Declaration form. 
 

If YES, indicate exclusion(s) below: 

  Professional services agreement for certified/licensed professional.  

  Contract work is for less than $100,000.   Contract for Commercial off the shelf items (COTS). 
  Contract work is for less than 120 days.  Work related subcontract less than $25,000. 
  Interlocal Agreement (between Governments).   Public Works - Local Agency/Federally Funded FHWA. 

  
 

Contract Amount:(sum of original contract 

amount and any prior amendments): 
Council approval required for; all property leases, contracts or bid awards exceeding 

$40,000, and professional service contract amendments that have an  increase greater 

than $10,000 or 10% of contract amount, whichever is greater,  except when:  

1. Exercising an option contained in a contract previously approved by the council.  

2. Contract is for design, construction, r-o-w acquisition, prof. services, or other 

capital costs approved by council in a capital budget appropriation ordinance.  

3. Bid or award is for supplies. 

4. Equipment is included  in Exhibit “B” of the Budget Ordinance 

5. Contract is for manufacturer’s technical support and hardware maintenance of 

electronic systems and/or technical support and software maintenance from the 

developer of proprietary software currently used by Whatcom County.  

  $ $50,000  

This Amendment Amount: 

  $                  

Total Amended Amount: 

  $        

 

Summary of Scope:  Contractor has received General Fund funding for the purposes of providing a Community Wildfire Risk 

Reduction Program.               

Term of Contract:  1/1/2019 Expiration Date:              12/31/2020 

Contract Routing: 1.  Prepared by:   Twh           Date:   1.12.21  
2.  Attorney signoff:   Christopher Quinn           Date:   1/25/21           
3.  AS Finance reviewed:   BBennett           Date:   1.22.21           
4.  IT reviewed (if IT related):                   Date:                   
5.  Contractor signed:                   Date:                   
6.  Submitted to Exec.:                   Date:                   
7.  Council approved (if necessary):                   Date:                   
8.  Executive signed:                   Date:                   
9.  Original to Council:                   Date:               

WHATCOM COUNTY CONTRACT 

INFORMATION SHEET 
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cell phone connections and survey grade GPS
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Please refer to Staff Memo for background and more information
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WHATCOM COUNTY               HUMAN RESOURCES 
ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES       Whatcom County Courthouse 

       311 Grand Avenue, Suite #107 
Bellingham, WA 98225-4038 

(360) 778-5300 
HR@co.whatcom.wa.us 

 
KAREN STERLING GOENS 

Manager 
 

 
 
MEMO TO: County Council Members 
 
CC:  Satpal Sidhu, County Executive 
  Tyler Schroeder, Deputy Executive 

 
FROM: Melissa Keeley, Employee Relations Manager 
 
DATE: February 9, 2021 
 
SUBJECT: Corrections Deputies and Sergeants Collective Bargaining Agreement 2021 
 

 
The County and Union have agreed to renew all terms and conditions of the 2019-2020 Collective 
Bargaining Agreement through 2021 with a few amendments.  We are pleased to have reached 
a quick settlement agreement. 
 
The collective bargaining agreement represents 76 Corrections Deputies and Sergeants in the 
Sheriff’s Department. 
 
Highlights are summarized below: 
 
Wages 

• 2.5% cost of living increase for 2021 

This amount was reached based on the average of comparable counties and .5% behind the 
Deputy Sheriff’s Guild (Patrol) and Fraternal Order of Police (Sheriff Command Staff), both 
scheduled for 3% January 2021.   

Health and Welfare Benefits 

• Monthly County contribution to medical increased from $1,271 to $1,291. 

• Transition from WTWT Dental Plan B to Dental Plan A. 

Other 

• The time period for Deputies to meet firearms qualifications extended from 18 months to 24 
months. 

 

I’m available to answer any questions at extension 5309 or by email.   
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Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into a Collective Bargaining Agreement 
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Please refer to Staff Memo for background and more information
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WHATCOM COUNTY               HUMAN RESOURCES 
ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES       Whatcom County Courthouse 

       311 Grand Avenue, Suite #107 
Bellingham, WA 98225-4038 

(360) 778-5300 
HR@co.whatcom.wa.us 

 
KAREN STERLING GOENS 

Manager 
 

 
 
MEMO TO: County Council Members 
 
CC:  Satpal Sidhu, County Executive 
  Tyler Schroeder, Deputy Executive 

 
FROM: Melissa Keeley, Employee Relations Manager 
 
DATE: February 9, 2021 
 
SUBJECT: WA State Nurses Association Collective Bargaining Agreement 2021-2022 
 

 
We completed negotiations for a successor Collective Bargaining Agreement for 2021-2022 
representing 21 Public Health Nurses and Nurse Supervisors.  We are pleased to have reached 
a two-year agreement through three bargaining sessions that is within budget authority. 
 
Highlights are summarized below: 
 
Wages 

• 0% cost of living 2021 

• 1.25% cost of living 2022 

• Realignment of Registered Nurse classification and elimination of Steps 1 and 2 for Ranges 
23 – 41 to address recruitment challenges 

Health and Welfare Benefits 

• Transition from self-insured medical plan to WA Counties Insurance Fund Medical 

Other 

• Rolled the Pilot Program for 0.9 FTE schedule into the agreement as an ongoing opportunity 

• Letter of Understanding to allow temporary positions, not funded in the County budget, to work 
full-time with benefits contingent upon funding, to help respond to the staffing needs of the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
 

I’m available to answer any questions at extension 5309 or by email.   
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File Number: AB2020-219
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Agenda Date: 02/09/2021 Enactment #:

Primary Contact Email:    DBrown@co.whatcom.wa.us

TITLE FOR AGENDA ITEM:

Discussion and update on strategies and other items related to COVID-19 (Council and Health Board)  

SUMMARY STATEMENT OR LEGAL NOTICE LANGUAGE:

Discussion and update on strategies and other items related to COVID-19 (Council and Health Board)

HISTORY OF LEGISLATIVE FILE

Action:  Sent To:  Date:  Acting Body:  

DISCUSSED05/19/2020 Council

DISCUSSED06/02/2020 Council

DISCUSSED06/16/2020 Council Committee of the Whole

DISCUSSED06/16/2020 Council Committee of the Whole

DISCUSSED AND 

MOTION(S) APPROVED

06/23/2020 Council Special Committee of the Whole

DISCUSSED07/07/2020 Council Committee of the Whole

DISCUSSED07/21/2020 Council Committee of the Whole

DISCUSSED08/05/2020 Council Committee of the Whole

DISCUSSED09/15/2020 Council Committee of the Whole

DISCUSSED09/29/2020 Council Committee of the Whole

DISCUSSED10/13/2020 Council Committee of the Whole

DISCUSSED10/27/2020 Council Committee of the Whole

DISCUSSED11/10/2020 Council Committee of the Whole

DISCUSSED11/24/2020 Council Committee of the Whole

Page 1Whatcom County Printed on 2/3/2021

383



Agenda Bill Master Report Continued (AB2020-219)

DISCUSSED12/08/2020 Council Committee of the Whole

DISCUSSED01/12/2021 Council Committee of the Whole

DISCUSSED01/26/2021 Council Committee of the Whole

Attachments: Vaccine Access Info for 1.26.2021
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See attached letter from Don Goldberg, Port of Bellingham
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January 5, 2021 

Jill Nixon, Legislative Coordinator II 
Whatcom County 
Boards and Commissions 
311 Grand Avenue, Suite 105 
Bellingham, WA 98225 
 
Dear Jill, 

As you know, the Regional Economic Partnership (REP) at the Port of Bellingham is responsible for 
coordinating and facilitating the Whatcom County Business and Commerce Advisory Committee.  

We are writing to ask for assistance in identifying if our current education sector representative, Jeff 
Callandar, will be continuing in his role on this committee in 2021. We are also very concerned for his 
health and well-being as we have had no contact with Mr. Callander since August 2019 despite over 20 
emails to him from either myself or REP staff (minimum of two emails per month to the group for agendas 
and minutes purposes) and at least half a dozen direct voice messages from myself inquiring about his health 
and participation. 

During 2020, the Business and Commerce Committee met a total of seven times (January, February, July-
December 2020). Jeff was not in attendance for either the first two in-person meetings or the five Zoom 
meetings. He also did not submit contact information designating a proxy to attend meetings in his place, 
which the Business and Commerce Committee approved as a committee bylaw in August 2020. He also has 
not responded to the Outlook calendar invite for the scheduled 2021 meetings. 

In 2019, the Business and Commerce Committee met a total of eleven times (all months but December) and 
Jeff was in attendance twice, in May 2019 and August 2019.  

We would very much like for Jeff to continue in this role if he would like and would like to reiterate our 
deep concern for his well-being. As you know, the education sector comprises a critical component of 
Whatcom County’s economy and as such we need an active committee member (and proxy) in this role.  

If Jeff is no longer interested in participating, we would like to open the education position for applications. 
Please advise next steps. 

Many thanks! 

Sincerely,

 
 

Don Goldberg, Director 
Regional Economic Partnership 
Port of Bellingham
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CLERK OF THE COUNCIL 

Dana Brown-Davis, C.M.C. 

 

COUNTY COURTHOUSE 

311 Grand Avenue, Suite #105 

Bellingham, WA 98225 

(360) 778-5010 

 
 

COUNCILMEMBERS 

Barry Buchanan 

Rud Browne 

Tyler Byrd 

Todd Donovan 

Ben Elenbaas 

Carol Frazey 

Kathy Kershner 

 

WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL 
 

 

January 21, 2021 
 
F. Jeffrey Callender 
9121 Pintail Loop 
Blaine, WA  98230 
 
Dear Mr. Callender: 
 
On July 10, 2018, the Whatcom County Council appointed you to the Business and 
Commerce Advisory Committee, representing higher education. The Advisory 
Committee is an active and important partner in reviewing regulations and policies that 
could impact local businesses, industry, and economic development. Regular 
participation by its members is important to its success. The representative of higher 
education provides necessary perspective and an important voice on the Committee. 
 
The County and the Advisory Committee hope you will continue to be an active member 
on the committee. I understand that the last meeting you were able to attend was in 
August 2019. If you would like to continue to serve on the Advisory Committee, or if 
you feel you’re unable to continue to participate, please notify either the County Council 
Office or Don Goldberg by February 2 (contact information below).  
 

• County Council Office: 360-778-2010, council@co.whatcom.wa.us 
• Don Goldberg: 360-676-2500, DGoldberg@portofbellingham.com 

 
If there is anything we can do to help facilitate your continued participation on the 
Committee, please let me know. 
 
Respectfully, 

 
Barry Buchanan, Chair 
Whatcom County Council 
 
c:      Whatcom County Councilmembers 
         Dana Brown-Davis, Clerk of the Council 
         Don Goldberg, Port of Bellingham 
         Correspondence file 
 
BB/jkn 
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Discussion of a proposed ordinance adopting amendments to Whatcom County Code Title 15 

(Buildings & Construction) to adopt by reference the 2018 editions of the International Building and 

other related codes

SUMMARY STATEMENT OR LEGAL NOTICE LANGUAGE:

Discussion of a proposed ordinance adopting amendments to Whatcom County Code Title 15 

(Buildings & Construction) to adopt by reference the 2018 Editions of the International Building, 

Residential, Mechanical, Fuel Gas, Existing Building, Fire Codes, and the National Fuel Gas, 

Washington State Energy, Uniform Plumbing, & Liquefied Petroleum Gas Codes, and the 1997 

Uniform Code for the Abatement of Dangerous Buildings, as amended as set forth herein, as required 

by RCW Chapter 19.27
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Attachments: Staff Memo, Proposed Ordinance, Exhibit A
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WHATCOM COUNTY Mark Personius, AICP 
Planning & Development Services  Director 
5280 Northwest Drive  
Bellingham, WA  98226-9097   
360-778-5900, TTY 800-833-6384  
360-778-5901 Fax 

 

Memorandum 
TO: The Honorable Whatcom County Council 
 The Honorable Satpal Sidhu, County Executive 

FROM: Curtis Metz, Building Services Division Manager 
 Cliff Strong, Senior Planner 

THROUGH: Mark Personius, Director, Planning and Development Services 

DATE: January 29, 2021 

SUBJECT: Adoption of the International Building, Fire, & Associated Codes  

Purpose 

As required by RCW Chapter 19.27, to adopt by reference, with certain amendments, the Washington 
State Building Code Council approved versions of the: 

• 2018 International Building Code  
• 2018 International Existing Building Code  
• 2018 International Swimming Pool and Spa Code; 
• 2018 International Residential Code 
• 2018 International Fire Code 
• 2018 International Mechanical Code 
• 2018 International Fuel Gas Code  
• 2018 Uniform Plumbing Code 
• 2018 Washington State Energy Code 
• 1997 Uniform Code for the Abatement of Dangerous Buildings 
• And certain Americans with Disabilities Act provisions 

Each of these has certain amendments, exclusions, and/or appendices proposed for adoption (or 
exclusion), and a complete referenced list is found in Exhibit A, §15.04.010 (Adoption of Referenced 
Codes). 

Background 

Every three years the International Code Council updates the international building and related codes to 
provide updated information, code language, and changes to previous codes to provide a reasonable 
level of safety, public health, and general welfare through structural strength, means of egress, 
sanitation, adequate light and ventilation, energy conservation and safety to life and property from fire 
and other hazards attributed to the built environment. The updated codes are released and publicized 
by the ICC on the 1st of January every code cycle year. The codes are then reviewed and amended by the 
Washington State Building Code Council, a process taking approximately one year. The Washington 
State Amendments are then released and publicized around the 1st of January and then scheduled to be 
adopted on the 1st of July of that year. These codes and amendments are required to be adopted by the 
cities and counties per RCW 19.27 and go into effect the date designated by the State Building Code 
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Council. The cities and counties follow suit and have their amendments to the new codes adopted at the 
same time or as close as possible of the effective date of the new codes. 

However, the 2018 codes have taken a slightly different path. The typical adoption date of July 1, 2019, 
was pushed back to July 1, 2020, by the State Building Code Council (SBCC). On April 2, 2020, by 
Proclamation 20-40, the Governor extended the code effective date from July 1, 2020, to November 1, 
2020. On June 26, 2020, the SBCC extended the code effective date to February 1, 2021. On January 15, 
2021 there was a motion passed by the SBCC to move the adoption date back again to July 1, 2021. This 
was followed up by public announcements from the BIAW, BIAWC, and the Washington State Energy 
Code Council. On January 19, 2021, this motion was repealed by Governor Inslee, and the adoption date 
was moved back to February 1, 2021.  

During this past winter, during the COVID-19 pandemic, the Washington State Energy program has been 
creating and publishing online trainings and webinars available on their WEB site for training. They have 
also updated all the energy code worksheets and compliance check sheets to the 2018 codes, which 
support the adoption date of February 1, 2021. 

The 2018 Codes, including the 2018 Washington State Energy Code, therefore went into effect on 
February 1, 2021. However, cities and counties can amend the administrative provisions of the 2018 
Codes to suit their particular operational or procedural needs.  

Proposed Whatcom County Title 15 Amendments to the 2018 Codes 

Clean-Up & Reorganization 
Most of the amendments to Title 15 have to do with cleaning it up. There’s a lot of outdate references, 
text, position titles, bad grammar, etc. The main cleanup changes are: 

• Definitions – We have moved all definitions to one section (15.04.012). We did this because 
there were multiple locations of definitions of the same word and in some instances defined 
differently. Staff has been slowly (as we progress through various code amendments) moving all 
definitions of each title into one section, with the long-term goal of creating one chapter or title 
for all WCC definitions so that they can be made and kept consistent across the all the codes. 
This way if a definition needs to be updated it only needs to be updated in one spot.  

• IFC Appendix B – Appendix B of the International Fire Code, as currently adopted, is an almost 
total re-write; only five short sections (paragraphs) of the original appendix has been 
maintained. However, users have to go back and forth between that appendix and our code to 
see what actually applies. We have now just incorporated those few sections into our own 
modified version of Appendix B and are proposing to adopt it in its entirety.  

• Whatcom County Development Standards (WCDS) – Title 15 currently contains certain 
descriptions of measurements, geometrics, and exhibits for roads and emergency apparatus 
access. However, there have been amendments to the WCDS that were not amended in Title 15, 
which has created inconsistent standards. To ensure consistency, we are proposing to delete 
these actual standards from Title 15 and just refer to the “Whatcom County Development 
Standards and Drawings, Chapter 5 (Roads & Related Work).”  

We are proposing a couple of policy changes, though: 

• Tiny Homes Definitions – Council has expressed an interest in amending our codes to better 
allow for tiny homes. The 2018 IRC has addressed the topic of Tiny Homes by creating Appendix 
Q which provides requirements on minimum construction sizes and clearances to maintain fire 
and life safety features. Though most changes will come through amendments to Titles 20 
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(Zoning) and 21 (Land Division) later this year, we are adding definitions of tiny homes to Title 
15 so that the terms will be synonymous between all codes.   

• SFR Openings in Fire-Rated Walls – We have added a new exception to IFC Appendix B, §B105.3 
that allows one opening in a fire-rated wall that is constructed to reduce fire areas in order to 
reduce fire flow requirements as regulated by the IFC. Single family residences (SFRs) require 
fire flow of 500 GPM @ 20 psi for 1 hour when they exceed 4,000 sf. If there is no fire hydrant 
available that meets these requirements, the fire flow requirement can be can be reduced by 
100% if an NFPA 13-D automatic sprinkler system is installed throughout the entire building. As 
the code is written now, once the size of the structure exceeds 8,000 sf it would require 
sprinklers throughout and fire flow would be required as stated in Table B105.1 of the IFC. If a 
hydrant is not available to meet the fire flow requirements, a water tank, pump, and hydrant 
would need to be constructed on-site. To mitigate the cost of constructing a fire flow system, a 
2-hour fire-rated wall can be constructed within the SFR to create two “separate” buildings with 
calculated fire flow areas of less than 8,000 sf. For SFRs, this wall is typically constructed 
between the garage and living space. According to the IFC no such openings are allowed in fire 
walls constructed to reduce fire flow areas to create two separate buildings. This requirement 
makes sense when talking about industrial, commercial, public, or other buildings where the 
general public is allowed. However, an SFR is typically less hazardous than such buildings, does 
not have the general public present, and the occupants are familiar with their surroundings, 
thus greatly reducing the potential for the loss of life in this type of structure. The IBC allows 
fire-rated openings in fire-rated walls that separate buildings or occupancies, but does not 
address fire flow requirements. Using construction requirements from the IBC to construct fire-
rated openings in fire-rated walls, we are proposing this exception to address some of the larger 
homes we have in Whatcom County. We are proposing only one opening be allowed and have 
capped the size of the entire building to 10,000 sf as the fire flow requirements increase above 
that size. 

Staff Recommendation 

Staff recommends that the Council adopt Ordinance No. _______, amending WWC Title 15 (Building & 
Construction) to adopt the 2018 International Building and associated Codes, as amended, as shown in 
in Exhibit A of the ordinance. 
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PROPOSED BY: ____________ 
INTRODUCTION DATE:____________ 

 
ORDINANCE NO. ______________ 

 
ADOPTING AMENDMENTS TO WHATCOM COUNTY CODE TITLE 15 (BUILDINGS & CONSTRUCTION) TO 

ADOPT BY REFERENCE THE 2018 EDITIONS OF THE INTERNATIONAL BUILDING, RESIDENTIAL, 
MECHANICAL, FUEL GAS, EXISTING BUILDING, FIRE CODES, AND THE NATIONAL FUEL GAS, 

WASHINGTON STATE ENERGY, UNIFORM PLUMBING, & LIQUEFIED PETROLEUM GAS CODES, AND THE 
1997 UNIFORM CODE FOR THE ABATEMENT OF DANGEROUS BUILDINGS, AS AMENDED AS SET FORTH 

HEREIN, AS REQUIRED BY RCW CHAPTER 19.27 
 
 WHEREAS, the State Building Code Council has updated and amended the State Building Code 
by adopting the International Codes, 2018 Edition, with modifications; and, 

 WHEREAS, RCW Chapter 19.27 requires local jurisdictions to administer and enforce the State 
Building Code within the unincorporated areas of its boundaries; and, 

 WHEREAS, RCW 19.27.040 allows local jurisdictions to adopt appropriate modifications and/or 
amendments to the State Building Code; and, 

 WHEREAS, some identified modifications and/or amendments to the State Building Code as it 
applies to Whatcom County are desirable for various reasons; and, 

 WHEREAS, the local adoption of the referenced codes will promote and protect the health, 
safety, and welfare of occupants or users of buildings and structures and the general public, and will 
fulfill the state-mandated enforcement obligation; and, 

 WHEREAS, the Whatcom County Council held a public hearing on February 23, 2021 to review 
findings and staff recommendations and to consider any public testimony and written correspondence 
regarding this matter. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Whatcom County Council that: 

Section 1. Amendments to the Whatcom County Code are hereby adopted as shown in Exhibit A.  

Section 2. Staff is authorized to work with Code Publishing to correct and update any cross-
references made ineffective by these amendments. 

Section 3.  Adjudication of invalidity of any of the sections, clauses, or provisions of this Ordinance 
shall not affect or impair the validity of the Ordinance as a whole or any part thereof other than the part 
so declared to be invalid. 

ADOPTED this ________ day of ______________, 2021. 
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WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL 
WHATCOM COUNTY, WASHINGTON 
 
ATTEST:   
 
 
 
Dana Brown-Davis, Council Clerk   Barry Buchanan, Council Chair 
 
 
APPROVED as to form:     (  ) Approved     (  ) Denied 
 
 
   
Civil Deputy Prosecutor     Satpal Sidhu, Executive 
 
       Date:    ______________________ 
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Exhibit A: 2018 Building Codes Update 
Title 15 BUILDINGS & CONSTRUCTION 

Chapter 15.04 Building Codes 

15.04.010 Adoption of Referenced Codes. 
Whatcom County hereby adopts the following codes, as amended by the Washington State Building 
Code Council pursuant to Chapters 19.27 and 70.92 RCW or successor, for the purpose of establishing 
rules and regulations for the construction, alteration, removalrelocation, enlargement, replacement, 
repair, demolition, equipment, use and occupancy, location, and maintenance, removal, and demolition 
of every  of buildings orand structures, or any appurtenances connected or attached to such buildings or 
structures, including permits and penalties. 
A. The 20152018  International Building Code (IBC), including the 20152018 International Existing 

Building Code (IEBC), 2018 International Swimming Pool and Spa Code (ISPSC),  Appendix B, except 
as amended per Ordinance No. 2007-024, Board of Appeals, and including Appendices C, E, and J, as 
published by the International Code Council, hereinafter referred to as the IBC, as modified by 
Chapter 51-50 WAC or successor, and as amended in WCC 15.04.015, 15.04.020, and 15.04.050, is 
hereby adopted by reference. 

B. The 20152018 International Residential Code (IRC), including Appendices E, G, and K, and Q as 
published by the International Code Council, hereinafter referred to as the IRC, and as modified by 
Chapter 51-51 WAC or successor and as amended in WCC 15.04.030 and in WCC 15.04.050, is 
hereby adopted by reference with the following additions, deletions and exceptions; provided, that 
Chapters 11 and 25 through 42 of this code are not adopted. 

C. The 20152018 International Fire Code (IFC), including Appendix A, except as amended per Ordinance 
No. 2007-024, (Board of Appeals); Appendices B, C, and D and most current supplements, as 
published by the International Code Council, hereinafter referred to as the IFC, as modified by 
Chapter 51-54A WAC or successor, and as amended in WCC 15.04.040 and 15.04.050. 

D. The 20152018 International Mechanical Code (IMC), including Appendix A, as published by the 
International Code Council, hereinafter referred to as the IMC, as modified by Chapter 51-52 WAC 
and as amended by WCC 15.04.050 or successor. 

E. The 20152018 International Fuel Gas Code (IFGC), as published by the International Code Council, 
hereinafter referred to as the IFGC, as modified by Chapter 51-52 WAC and as amended by WCC 
15.04.050 or successor. 

F. The standards for liquefied petroleum gas installations shall be the 20152018 Edition of NFPA 58 
(Liquefied Petroleum Gas Code) and the 20152018 Edition of ANSI Z223.1/NFPA 54 (National Fuel 
Gas Code), adopted by reference in Chapter 51-52 WAC and as amended by WCC 15.04.050 or 
successor. 

G. Except as provided in RCW 19.27.170, tThe  20152018 Uniform Plumbing Code (UPC), the 20128 
Uniform Plumbing Code Standards (IAPMO/ANSI UPC 1-20128), and/or all current referenced 
standards, and including Appendices A, B, C, and I, as published by the International Association of 
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Plumbing and Mechanical Officials, hereinafter referred to as the UPC, as modified by Chapter 51-56 
WAC and as amended by WCC 15.04.050 or successor. 

H. The rules adopted by the Washington State Building Code Council establishing standards for making 
buildings and facilities accessible and usable by the physically disabled or elderly persons as 
provided in Chapter 51-50 WAC, IBC Chapters 10 and 11, IBC Appendix E, and ICC/ANSI A117.1 2009 
or successor. 

I. The 20152018 Washington State Energy Code, per Chapter 51-11C WAC, (Commercial Provision), 
Chapter 51-11R WAC, (Residential Provisions), and appendix chapters or successor, hereinafter 
referred to as the WSEC, promulgated by the State Building Code Council. 

J. The Uniform Code for the Abatement of Dangerous Buildings, 1997 Edition, or successor. 
K. Design data for Whatcom County shall be per WCC 15.04.030(E)(, item no. 1) Climatic and 

Geographic Design Criteria). 

15.04.012 Definitions. 
The following words shall have the following meanings in this Title and throughout the codes adopted in 
§15.01.010: 

“Administrative Authority” is the Department of Planning & Development Services, the Building 
Services Division, and the Whatcom County Building Official. 

“Agricultural Building.” Livestock shelters or buildings, including shade structures and milking barns; 
poultry buildings or shelters; barns; storage of equipment and machinery used exclusively in agriculture; 
horticultural structures, including detached production greenhouses and crop protection shelters; 
sheds; grain silos; and stables. (IBC Appendix C, Group U-Agricultural Buildings) 

“Agricultural Processing Building and/or Facility.” Buildings/facilities where agricultural products are 
cooled, frozen or dried, and packaged in their otherwise unaltered, primary state for shipping to 
distribution sales outlets. Agricultural processing buildings/facilities may include conveyors, refrigeration 
equipment and rooms, other applicable processing or environmental mechanical equipment, offices, 
employee facilities, restrooms, product and product packaging storage, loading docks, and similar 
applicable accessory appurtenances. 

Although agricultural processing buildings/facilities are determined by Whatcom County to be a 
Group U occupancy for purposes of determining fire flow requirements, they represent a more intensive 
use than agricultural buildings, based on the typical number of personnel (even if seasonal), type of 
equipment, and typical operations. Appropriate, applicable health, fire, and life/safety codes and 
regulations will be applied in the review process of these buildings/facilities. 

Cooking, modifying, altering, combining, and/or other secondary food processing/ manufacturing is 
not considered agricultural processing. The primary use for this type of processing is determined to be a 
Group F occupancy per applicable provisions of the IBC and other adopted codes and regulations 

 “Building Official” is the Director of the Department of Planning & Development Services or his/her 
designee. See WCC 15.04.015 (Department of Building Safety ). 

“Building Site” is any site proposed for the location of a manufactured home, including sites within 
mobile home parks. 

“Critical Areas” means those resource and hazard areas as designated in WCC 16.16 (Critical Areas).  
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 “Director” means the director of the Whatcom County Department of Planning and Development 
Services, or his/her designee. 

“Fire Chief.” Whenever the term Fire Chief is referenced in this code it shall mean Whatcom County 
Fire Marshal (Fire Code Official) or his/her designee, as identified in IFC §103, except as stated in IFC 
§104.11 and/or where the Fire Marshal has delegated a specific responsibility to the Fire Chief of a given 
fire district by verbal, written, and/or historic agreement. 

“Fire Code Official.” Whenever the term Fire Code Official is referenced in this code it shall mean 
Whatcom County Fire Marshal, or his/her designee, as identified in IFC §103.2 and as amended per WCC 
15.04.040. 

 “Fire-Flow.”  The flow rate of a water supply, measured at 20 pounds per square inch (psi) (138 kPa) 
residual pressure, that is available for firefighting. 

“Fire-Flow Calculation Area.” The floor area, in square feet (m2 ), used to determine the required 
fire flow. 

 “HUD” is the Federal Department of Housing and Urban Development. 
“Installer” shall either be the owner or a State licensed mobile home installer. 
“Manufactured Home” means a structure designed and built to comply with the Washington State 

Department of Labor and Industry’s rules and regulations for Manufactured Homes and Commercial 
Coaches. It is also defined and cross-referenced per the current adopted edition of the IRC, §R202 
(Definitions, MANUFACTURED HOME). 

“Mobile Home” is a transportable, factory-built dwelling unit constructed prior to June 15, 1976 
(prior to enactment of National Manufactured Housing Construction & Safety Standards [NMHCSS] Act 
of 1974). 

“Ordinary High Water Mark”: The mark or line on all lakes, rivers, streams, and tidal water that will 
be found by examining the beds and banks and ascertaining where the presence and action of waters 
are so common and usual, and so long continued in all ordinary years, as to mark upon the soil a 
character distinct from that of the abutting upland in respect to vegetation as that condition existed on 
June 1, 1971, as it may naturally change thereafter, or as it may change thereafter in accordance with 
approved development; provided, that in any area where the OHWM cannot be found, the OHWM 
adjoining saltwater shall be the line of mean higher high tide and the OHWM adjoining fresh water shall 
be the line of mean high water. For braided streams, the OHWM is found on the banks forming the 
outer limits of the depression within which the braiding occurs. 

 “Permanent Foundation” means concrete blocks on a concrete footing or slab, or other approved 
engineered foundation systems. 

Tiny Home. A tiny home is a single-family dwelling unit that is 400 square feet or less in floor area 
(excluding sleeping lofts). There are two types of tiny homes as described below. Any other form is 
considered a recreational vehicle. 

1. Site-Built Tiny Home. A tiny home built on-site on a permanent foundation that meets the 
minimum requirements of the International Residential Code (IRC), including provisions of 
Appendix Q, and is reviewed and inspected by Whatcom County. 

2. Manufactured Tiny Home. A factory-built tiny home bearing a certification tag from the 
Washington State Department of Labor and Industries (L&I) or other approved third party 
inspection agency stating it is approved for use as a single-family residence per the current 

Comment [CES1]: Amended to that in the SMP 

Comment [CM2]: This definition matches the 
definition in appendix Q in the IRC. The size is also 
consistent with the definition of a park model in 
WAC 296-150P-00200. 
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edition of the International Residential Code (IRC) or Housing and Urban Development (HUD) 
requirements. Manufactured tiny homes usually have wheels and a chassis when they come out 
of the factory, and typically have the wheels removed prior to placing it on its manufacturer-
approved foundation.  

15.04.015 Department of Building Safety. 
Section 103 is amended as follows: 

103.1 Creation of Enforcement Agency. The Department of Building Safety is hereby created and 
the official in charge thereof shall be known as the Building Official. The Department of Building 
Safety is hereby referred to as the Building Services Division of the Whatcom County Planning 
and Development Services Department (WCPDS). 

103.2 Appointment. The Department Director is the Building Official. The Director may appoint 
an alternate designee at his/her discretion. 

103.3 Deputies. In accordance with the prescribed procedures of this jurisdiction and with the 
concurrence of the appointing authority, the Building Official shall have the authority to appoint 
a Deputy Building Official, the related technical officers, inspectors, plans examiners and other 
employees. Such employees shall have powers as delegated by the Building Official. 

15.04.016 Project Permit Review Procedures. 
All applications for project permits shall be reviewed and processed in accordance with WCC Chapter 
Title 22.05 WCC (Land Use and Development), except as otherwise stated within this title. Appeals of 
this Title’s fire and building code requirements shall be made to the Board of Appeals per current 
building code. The Hearing Examiner shall be the appeal body for appeals of non-fire and building code 
requirements associated with project permits required by this Title.  

15.04.020 Amendments to the International Building Code (IBC). 
A. IBC §103 is amended as follows: 

§103.1 Creation of Enforcement Agency. The Department of Building Safety is hereby created 
and the official in charge thereof shall be known as the Building Official. The Department of 
Building Safety is hereby referred to as the Building Services Division of the Whatcom County 
Planning and Development Services Department (WCPDS). 

§103.2 Appointment. The Director of Planning and Development Services is the Building Official. 
The Director may appoint an alternate designee at their discretion. 

§103.3 Deputies. In accordance with the prescribed procedures of this jurisdiction and with the 
concurrence of the appointing authority, the Building Official shall have the authority to appoint 
a Deputy Building Official, the related technical officers, inspectors, plans examiners, and other 
employees. Such employees shall have powers as delegated by the Building Official. 

B. IBC §104 is amended as follows: 
The IBC is amended as follows: 
Section §104.1, (General), is amended with the following additional language:  

Comment [CES3]: Moved to 15.04.020(A) 

Comment [CES4]: Moved from 15.04.015 
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For matters related to flood review of building permits The Building Official defers to WCC Title 
17, (Flood Damage Prevention), and WCC Chapter 16.16 (Critical Areas) shall control.per 
associated requirements of the Endangered Species Act (ESA), to be administered by Public 
Works, River and Flood Division, for all matters related to flood review of building permits. 

In Section §104.11, (Alternate Materials, Design and Methods of Construction), the last sentence is 
amended as follows: 

Where the alternative material, design, or method of construction is not approved, the 
Building Official shall respond in writing, stating the reasons why the alternative was not 
approved, when a determination request is submitted to the Building Official in writing. 

C. IBC §105 is amended as follows: 
1. Section §105.1, (Required), is amended to include the following: 

§105.1.3 Commercial project proposals require pre-screening for a waiver (from pre-application 
meeting) or a pre-application meeting prior to permit application submittal. Pre-screening may 
be waived at the discretion of the Building Official for minor projects such as simple signs, single 
unit small equipment foundations, and projects of similar minor scale and impact. Information 
and document submittals for the purposes of waiver or pre-application are not intended to 
meet the standard for a complete permit application and do not constitute project vesting. 
However, information, requirements, and conditions received by the applicant(s) and/or their 
agents or consultants for a given project proposal, as part of the waiver or pre-application 
process, will be considered vested, regardless of change of adopted codes or regulations, if a 
complete permit application is received within 30 consecutive days from the date of waiver or 
pre-application meeting. Such information, requirements, and conditions are not intended or 
represented as a complete or comprehensive list of project requirements. Significant changes in 
the scope of a project proposal may require additional screening for another waiver or pre-
application meeting. 

§105.1.4 Whatcom County (the County) may require that a covenant or agreement be recorded 
against the deed(s) applicable to the location and/or operation of a given project to inform 
future property owners of the current restrictions or approved land uses. The County may draft 
the covenant or agreement upon whatever terms the County in its discretion deems proper. 

§105.1.5 A coordinated master site plan (MSP), demonstrating consistency in the layout of the 
project proposal with all applicable regulatory requirements, is required to be submitted by the 
applicant and/or project design professional in substantial charge prior to permit issuance. In 
general, a coordinated MSP will be required for projects exceeding a construction value of 
$200,000.00, but may be required for any project the Building Official deems necessary. County 
staff will review the site plan(s) in the application file for regulatory conflicts and discrepancies 
prior to plan check. County staff will notify the applicant and/or design professional of identified 
conflicts or discrepancies to be reconciled. The master site plan may be one page which 
incorporates all applicable regulatory review overlays when practical. It may also include 
multiple overlay pages for readability purposes provided they have been verified by County staff 
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for regulatory consistency. Once the coordinated MSP has been reviewed and approved, 
application review processing will continue. 

§105.1.6 A state licensed contractor may obtain a permit, as required by the mechanical and 
plumbing codes, through mail-in applications for work not exceeding $10,000 valuation and not 
requiring plans and specifications and not in conflict with state or local zoning and 
environmental policies and with the prior approval of the Building Official. 

§105.1.7 The applicant shall fill out in full the forms furnished for that purpose, and attach 
thereto the full amount of moneys that are required for fees as required in the respective codes. 
The application shall contain all information necessary to for the lawful enforcement of the 
provisions of the respective codes. The applicant shall file all forms with applicable fees. 

§105.1.8 No person, firm, partnership, corporation, or other entity shall perform work as 
provided herein until such time as they receive verification of approval of their application by 
the county Building Official and have been given written notice of a valid permit. 

2. Any violation of this chapter shall be cause for the Building Official to revoke the mail-in 
applications privilege of the violator. Upon written notice of revocation, all provisions of the 
mechanical and plumbing codes superseded by this chapter shall resume in full force and effect 
as to the person or industrial plant whose application has been revoked. 

2. Section §105.2, (Work Exempt from Permit), is amended read to read as follows: 
Building: 
1. One-story detached, non-habitable occupied accessory structures without basements, used 

as tool and storage sheds, playhouses, and similar uses, provided that:  
a. 1.) The floor areabuilding footprint does not exceed 120 square feet. [(11 sq. m) 

]measured outside wall to outside wall;  
b. 2.) Accessory structures maintain a minimum separation of 10 [ten] feet [3,048 mm] 

between exterior walls, and a minimum separation of 8 6 [eight] feet [2438 mm] 
between eaves of adjacent buildings on the same property; and  

c. 3.) provided that The accessory structures meet all applicable setback requirements; 
d. . 4) The maximum wall height is 10 feet (3,048 mm);.  
e. 5) The maximum building height is 11 feet 6 inches (3,505 mm); and,.  
f. 5) The maximum eave overhang is 24 inches (610 mm). 

1.2. Fences not over 7 feet (2,134 mm) high. 
2.3. Retaining walls that are do not retain more thanover 4 feet (1,219 mm) of unbalanced back 

fill in height differential measured from the lower finished ground level and the upper 
finished ground levelbottom of the footing to the top of the wall, unless supporting 
surcharge, or grades exceeding a 1:3 slope above or below the wall or impounding Class I, II, 
or IIIA liquids. 

3.4. Water tanks supported directly on grade if the capacity does not exceed 5,000 gallons 
(18,925 L). aAnd the ratio of height to diameter or width does not exceed 2 to 1. 

4.5. Sidewalks, walking surfaces, and driveways not more than 30 inches (762 mm) above grade 
and not over any basement or story below and are not part of an accessible route. 

Comment [CES5]: Deleted, as it makes no sense 
as a penalty, especially since we’re moving to 
electronic submittals. 
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5.6. Painting, papering, tiling, carpeting, cabinets, counter tops, and similar finish work. 
6.7. Temporary motion picture, television, and theater stage sets and scenery. 
7.8. Prefabricated swimming pools installed entirely above-ground and, accessory to a Group R-

3. 
8.9. Shade cloth or soft cover structures constructed for nursery or agricultural purposes and not 

including service systems. 
9.10. Swings and other playground equipment. 
10.11. Window awnings in Group R-3 and U occupancies, supported by an exterior wall which 

do not project more than 54 inches (1,372 mm) from the exterior wall and do not require 
additional support. 

11.12. Non-fixed and movable fixtures, cases, racks, counters, and partitions not over 5 feet 9 
inches (1,753 mm) in height. 

13. Bridges, box culverts, and similar passageway structures built over depressions or obstacles, 
hereinafter referred to as bridges, are structures and may be deemed as exempttherefore 
not exempt per IBC Section §105.2, except as interpreted and quantified in Building Services 
Division Code Interpretation #2002-05. All other bBridges shall be designed and constructed 
per the current adopted Whatcom County Development Standards (WCDS), Chapter 5, 
(Road Standards), Section §513, (Bridges and Associated Retaining Walls);, and per 
applicable portions of IFC Section §503. Bridges constructed as a requirement or condition 
of subdivision or short subdivision approval, per Whatcom County Land Division 
Regulations, WCC Title 21 (Land Division Regulations), and which must receive final approval 
from the Public Works Technical Administrator, shall be deemed by the Building Official to 
have met the permit requirements per IBC Section §105. The Technical Administrator is 
designated as the County Engineer, per WCDS, Chapter 5, (Road Standards), Section §502. 

12.14. Temporary construction site office and storage structures placed at a permitted job site 
during construction may be allowed on a temporary basis and shall be removed upon final 
approval of the construction and prior to issuance of the certificate of occupancy. A 
temporary construction site office or storage structure is a portable structure for which the 
primary purpose is to securely house equipment and supplies, and which may serve as a 
temporary office during construction of a project 

3. Section §105.3, (Application for Permit), is amended to include replace the first paragraph with 
the following: 
To obtain the permit, the applicant shall first file an application in writing on a form provided by 
the Department and shall include all items as stated in the Department’s Administrative Manual. 
Such applications shall: 

4. Section §105.5, (Expiration), is amended to include the following: 
§105.5.1 Land Disturbance permits issued for grading activity shall expire if work authorized 
is not commenced within 180 days of issuance unless a phased plan has been approved by 
the Technical AdministratorDirector. The Technical AdministratorDirector is authorized to 
grant one extension of 180 days if the request is submitted prior to expiration of the permit. 
The extension shall be requested in writing and justifiable cause(s) demonstrated. If the 
project is located within a Water Resource special management areaProtection Overlay 
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District (WCC 20.71) or the Lake Whatcom Watershed Overlay District (WCC 20.51), and 
which are subject to seasonal clearing activity limitations, the extension shall begin at the 
commencement of the construction season, pursuant to WCC 20.80.735 (Water Resource 
Special Management Areas). 

§105.5.2 Grading permits also expire and become invalid when the total approved volume 
has been placed into or excavated from the approved area. 

5. Section §107.2, (Construction Documents), is amended to include the following: 
§107.2.7 Construction documents may be submitted in Standard English or Metric 
measurement. However, the Building Official may require, at his/her discretion, that any 
Metric construction documents be converted by the applicant to Standard English 
measurement, which then may be submitted independently or in tandem with Metric 
documents. 

6. Section §109.6, (Refunds), is amended to include the following policy: 
§109.6.1 The refund policy applies to the current editions and amends the respective 
Sections of the IBC, Section §109; IRC, Section §R108.5; IFC, Section §113.5; IMC, Section 
§106.5.3; IFGC, Section §106.6.3; and UPC, Section §103.4.5, as adopted per WCC 15.04.010. 

§109.6.2 The Building Official may authorize refunding any fee hereunder which was 
erroneously paid or collected at 100%. 

§109.6.3 The Building Official may authorize refunding of not more than 80% of the fee paid 
for a building permit when no work has been done under a building permit issued in 
accordance with the current editions listed in this policy. 

§109.6.4 The Building Official may authorize refunding of not more than 80% of the plan 
review fee paid when an application for a building permit for which a plan review fee has 
been paid is withdrawn or cancelled before any plan reviewing is done. 

§109.6.5 The Building Official shall not authorize the refunding of any fee paid, except upon 
written application filed by the original permittee not later than 180 days after the date of 
fee payment. 

7. Section §113, (Board of Appeals), is amended as follows: 
Appeals related to grading activity, per Appendix J and as amended per Section WCC 
15.04.020(, Subsection B), which that include, are associated with in any way, or 
promulgated within any regulated critical areas, (seeper WCC Chapter 16.16,) are according 
to the provisions of WCC Sections 16.16.280 (Appeals) and 16.16.285 (Penalties and 
Enforcement) and shall be the decision of the Whatcom County Hearings Examiner. 

B.D. Appendix J, (Grading), is adopted and amended as follows: 
1. IBC Section §104J101.1, (General), is amended per this subsection B, to includeing an additional 

paragraph to read as follows: 
§J101.3 The Director of the Planning and Development Services Department or the 
Director’s designee also referred to herein as the Technical Administrator, is hereby 
authorized and directed to enforce the provisions of IBC Appendix J, (Grading), including as 
amended herein WCC Chapter 15, Section 15.04.020. The Technical AdministratorDirector 
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shall have the authority to render interpretations of the amended Appendix and to adopt 
policies and procedures in order to clarify the application of its provisions. Such 
interpretations, policies, and procedures shall be in compliance with the intent and purpose 
of amended Appendix J. Such policies and procedures shall not have the effect of waiving 
requirements specifically provided for in amended Appendix J. 

2. The following definitions are added to Section §J102.1, Definitions: is amended to add the 
following sentence: Words not defined herein shall be as defined in WCC 15.04.12 (Definitions). 
i. EARTH MATERIAL: Any rock, natural soil or any combination thereof. 

ii. CRITICAL AREAS: The following areas as regulated under WCC 16.16 shall be regarded as 
critical areas along with associated buffers identified under WCC 16.16: 

iii. Geologically hazardous areas. 
iv. Frequently flooded areas. 
v. Critical aquifer recharge areas. 

vi. Wetlands. 
vii. Fish and wildlife habitat conservation areas. 

viii. ORDINARY HIGH WATER MARK: The mark on all lakes, rivers, streams and tidal water that 
will be found by examining the beds and banks and ascertaining where the presence and 
action of waters are so common and usual and so long continued in all ordinary years, as to 
mark upon the soil a character distinct from that of the abutting upland in respect to 
vegetation. 

3. The following shall be added to Section §J103.1: 
Upon receipt of a fill and grade permit application on properties within 500 feet of a site 
known to contain archaeological resources that are outside of the Shoreline Management 
Program Jurisdiction (WCC Title 23) and/or the Point Roberts Special District (WCC 20.72), 
the County shall notify the applicant that the project’s location is within an archaeologically 
sensitive area and Federal, State and Tribal Laws and Regulations pertaining to cultural 
resources may apply. 

Grading permit expiration is per WCC 22.05.140 (Expiration of Project Permits)IBC Section 
105.5 as amended. 

4. The numbered exemption list of Section §J103.2, (Exemptions), is amended as follows: 
1. Grading in an isolated, self-contained area, provided there is no danger to the public, ; and 

that such grading will not adversely affect adjoining properties or critical areas; and further 
provided that the activity occurs outside of the jurisdiction of the Whatcom County 
Shoreline Management Program (WCC Title 23); and that fill does not exceed 250 cubic 
yards; and is associated with a residence authorized by a valid building permit. 

2. Excavation for construction of a structure permitted under this code, provided that said 
construction has been duly reviewed for compliance with the Whatcom County Shoreline 
Management Program (WCC Title 23) and the Whatcom County Critical Areas Ordinance 
(WCC 16.16). 

3. Cemetery graves. 

Comment [CES6]: All definitions moved to 
15.04.012 
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4. Refuse disposal sites controlled by and appropriately permitted in accordance with other 
regulations. 

5. Excavations for wells or trenches for utilities, provided the activity occurs outside of the 
jurisdiction of the Whatcom County Shoreline Management Program (WCC Title 23) and 
there are no adverse impacts to critical areas. 

6. Mining, quarrying, excavating, processing, or stockpiling rock, sand, gravel, aggregate, or 
clay controlled by other regulations, provided the activity occurs outside of the jurisdiction 
of the Whatcom County Shoreline Management Program (WCC Title 23) and such 
operations do not affect the lateral support of, or significantly increase stresses in soil on 
adjoining properties, or adversely impact critical areas. 

7. Exploratory excavations performed under the direction of a registered design professional 
provided that said excavations have been duly reviewed for compliance with the Whatcom 
County Shoreline Management Program (WCC Title 23) or critical areas 
ordinanceregulations (WCC Chapter 16.16). 

8. A fill less than 1 foot in depth and placed on natural terrain with a slope flatter than 1 unit 
vertical in 5 units horizontal (20% slope) or less than 3 feet in depth, not intended to support 
structures, that does not exceed 50 cubic yards on any one lot, and does not obstruct a 
drainage course or otherwise impact critical areas, provided the activity occurs outside of 
the jurisdiction of the Whatcom County Shoreline Management Program. 

9. Exemptions listed per WCC 20.80.733 (Land Clearing Exemptions). 
5. The following requirements are added to §J104.2, (Site Plan Requirements): 

1. In addition to the provisions of Section §107, a grading plan shall show the existing grade 
and finished grade in contour intervals of sufficient clarity to indicate the nature and extent 
of the work, and show in detail that it complies with the requirements of this code. 

2. The plans shall show the existing grade on adjoining properties in sufficient detail to identify 
how grade changes will conform to the requirements of this code. 

3. The plans shall show erosion control types and locations, natural features (slopes, streams, 
wetlands, ponds, etc.), forested or treed areas, ditches, culverts, wet areas, flow directions, 
critical area boundaries, the Ordinary High Water Mark (OHWM) of any water body 
regulated by the Whatcom County Shoreline Management Program, and any other 
information deemed necessary by the Building Official. 

6. §J104.3, (Geotechnical Report), is amended as follows: 
When required by the Technical AdministratorDirector, a geotechnical report prepared by a 
registered design professional shall be provided consistent with WCC 16.16.375 
(Geologically Hazardous Areas – Review and Reporting Requirements). The report shall 
contain at least the following: 
The nature and distribution of existing soils; 
Conclusions and recommendations for grading procedures; 
Soils design criteria for any structures or embankments required to accomplish the 
proposed grading; 
Where necessary, slope stability studies, and recommendations and conclusions regarding 
site geology; and 
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Unless approved by the Technical Administrator, a building permit shall not be issued on 
approved fills without an engineered soils report and proof of supervised, monitored 
placement by the registered design professional. 
Additional information may be required at the discretion of the Technical Administrator. 
The Technical Administrator may require a geotechnical report be prepared by a registered 
design professional to determine the quantity of unpermitted fill brought to a site without a 
valid permit, as required by this chapter. 
Exception: A geotechnical report is not required where the Technical Administrator 
determines that the nature of the work applied for is such that a report is not necessary. 

7. Add the following as Section §J104.5, (Surface Mining Report): 
Grading permit plans associated with surface mining shall be consistent with a surface 
mining reclamation plan as required and approved by the Washington Department of 
Natural Resources. 

15.04.030 Amendments to the International Residential Code (IRC). 
A. In Section §R104.11 (Alternative Materials and Methods of Construction and Equipment), the last 

sentence is amended as follows: 
Where the alternative material, design, or method of construction is not approved, the Building 
Official shall respond in writing, stating the reasons why the alternative was not approved, when 
a determination request is submitted to the Building Official in writing. 

B. Section §R105.1, (Required), is amended as follows: 
§R105.1.1 Whatcom County (the County) may require that a covenant or agreement be 
recorded against the deed(s) applicable to the location and/or operation of a given project to 
inform future property owners of the current restrictions or approved land uses. The County 
may draft the covenant or agreement upon whatever terms the County in its discretion deems 
proper. 

C. Section §R105.2, (Work Exempt from Permit), is amended to read as follows: 
1. One-story detached, non-habitable accessory structures without basements, used as tool and 

storage sheds, playhouses, and similar uses, provided that:  
a. The building footprint does not exceed 200 square feet (18.6 sq. m) measured outside wall 

to outside wall;  
b. Accessory structures maintain a minimum separation of 10 feet [3,048 mm] between 

exterior walls, and a minimum separation of 6 feet [2438 mm] between eaves of adjacent 
buildings on the same property;  

c.  The accessory structure meet all applicable setback requirements; 
d. The maximum wall height is 10 feet (3,048 mm);  
e. The maximum building height is 11 feet 6 inches (3,505 mm); and, 
f. The maximum eave overhang is 24 inches (610 mm). 

1. One-story detached, non-occupied, accessory structures without basements, used as tool and 
storage sheds, playhouses and similar uses, provided that 1.) the floor area does not exceed 200 
sq. ft. [18.58 sq. m] and 2.) provided that accessory structures meet all applicable setback 
requirements.  
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2. Fences not over 7 feet (2,134 mm) high. 
3. Retaining walls that aredo not retain more thanover 4 feet (1,219 mm) of unbalanced back fill in 

height differential measured from the lower finished ground level and upper finished ground 
levelbottom of the footing to the top of the wall, unless supporting a surcharge, or grades 
exceeding a 1:3 slope above or below the wall or impounding Class I, II, or IIIA liquids. 

4. Water tanks supported directly upon grade if the capacity does not exceed 5,000 gallons (18,927 
L). Aand the ratio of height to diameter or width does not exceed 2 to 1. 

5. Sidewalks, walking surfaces, and driveways not more than 30 inches above grade and not over 
any basement or story below. 

6. Painting, papering, tiling, carpeting, cabinets, counter tops, and similar finish work. 
7. Above ground pre-fabricated pools that are less than 24 inches deep, or as per the 2018 

International Swimming Pool/Spa Code (ISPSC). 
8. Swings and other playground equipment. 
9. Window awnings supported by an exterior wall which that do not project more than 54 inches 

(1,372 mm) from the exterior wall and do not require additional support. 
10. Uncovered decks not exceeding 200 square feet (18.58 sq. m) in area, that are no more than 30 

inches (762 mm) above grade at any point, not attached to a dwelling or accessory structure, 
and do not serve the exit door required by Section §R311.4. 

10.11. Flag poles not over 25 feet (7,620 mm) in height. Flag poles must meet property line set 
backs. 

D. Section In §R105.3, (Application for Permit), the first paragraph is replaced with is amended to 
include the following: 
To obtain the permit, the applicant shall first file an application in writing on a form provided by 
the Department and shall include all items as stated in the Department’s Administrative Manual. 
Such application shall: 

E. Table §301.2 (Climatic and Geographic Design Criteria) R301.2(1), Design Data for Whatcom County, 
is amended as follows: 
1. Figure R301.2(6) shall be interpreted using Table 1, below.  
1. Ground Snow Load Table, January 1997: 

Table 1. Ground Snow Load, January 1997 

Whatcom County Approx. Average Elevation (feet above 
mean sea level) 

Revised Ground Snow 
Load (psf) 

Revised Roof Snow Load 
(psf) 

Acme 310 22 25 

Bellingham 100 15 25 

Blaine 45 16 25 

Deming 210 24 25 

Diablo 910 100 100 

Ferndale 60 20 25 

Glacier 900 74 74 

Lawrence 145 24 25 

Lynden 103 24 25 

Maple Falls 643 77 77 

Mt. Baker Ski 
Area 

4,200 588 588 
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Whatcom County Approx. Average Elevation (feet above 
mean sea level) 

Revised Ground Snow 
Load (psf) 

Revised Roof Snow Load 
(psf) 

Newhalem 510 129 129 

Nooksack 84 24 25 

Sumas 36 24 25 

Wickersham 310 28 28 

Kendall 460  50 

Paradise 460  50 

Pt. Roberts 120  25 

2. FootnNotes on Table 1 Ground Snow Load: 
a. Any proposal can challenge the above design load with engineer or architect stamped and 

signed calculations and criteria.  
b. Buildings where the roof snow load exceeds 30 psf may require architect or engineer review. 
c. Recommendations are valid for the recognized central area of each regional designation. 

Building Services reserves the right to adjust the roof snow load based on building location 
and/or criteria per the 2012 IBC and/or the most current edition of the Snow Load Analysis for 
Washington. 

3. Other design criterial shall be as follows: 
a. Wind Speed (mph): IRC – Vult = 110 mph [Figure R301.2(4)B]. Vult = IBC Risk Category 1 – 100 

mph [Figure 1609.3(3)]; IBC Risk Category II – 110 mph [Figure 1609.3(1)]; IBC Risk Category III 
and IV – 115 mph [Figure 1609.3(2)]. 

b. Seismic Design: Zone D0/D1; Design Category D (See IBC §1613 and/or ASCE 7) 
c. Subject to Damage from Weathering: Moderate 
d. Frost Line Depth: 18" (west of longitude 122° 54' 30", approximately at mile post 35 of State 

Route 542, Mt. Baker Highway) 
e. Termite: None 
f. Decay: Moderate 
g. Winter Design Temp: 19° F 
h. Ice Shield Underlayment Req.: No 
i. Air Freezing Index: 260 
j. Mean Annual Temperature: 48° F 

E.F. IRC Appendix E, (Manufactured Homes), is entirely replaced with the following: 

This chapter is enacted as an exercise of the police power of the County for the benefit of the 
public at large. It is not intended to create a special relationship with any individual, or 
individuals, nor to identify and protect any particular class of persons. 

The purpose of this chapter is to provide minimum standards to safeguard life or limb, health or 
property, and public welfare, by regulating and controlling the installation of manufactured 
homes on building sites within the county. 

It is not the intent of this chapter to impose liability upon the County for failure to perform any 
discretionary act. Rather, it is the intent of this chapter to place the obligation of complying with 
its requirements upon the installer. Nothing contained in this chapter shall be construed to 
relieve from or to lessen the responsibility or liability of any person for injury or damage to 
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persons or property caused by or resulting from any defect of any nature in any manufactured 
home installation work performed by said person or in any manufactured home installation 
equipment owned, controlled, operated, or used by him/her; nor shall Whatcom County, or any 
officer, agent, or employee thereof, incur or be held as assuming any liability by reason or in 
consequence of any permission, certificate of inspection, inspection, or approval authorized 
herein, or issued or given as herein provided, or by reasons or consequence of any things done 
or acts performed pursuant to the provisions of this chapter. 
1) SCOPE 

This chapter sets forth rules and regulations to regulate and control the installation of 
manufactured homes on building sites, establishes an administrative procedure for the 
issuance of permits, and provides for the inspection of manufactured home installations. 

2) DEFINITIONS 
Words shall be as defined in WCC 15.04.12 (Definitions). 
a. ADMINISTRATIVE AUTHORITY is the Department of Planning & Development Services, the 

Building Services Division, and the Whatcom County Building Official. 
b. BUILDING OFFICIAL is the Director of the Planning & Development Services Department or 

his/her designee. See Section 15.04.015. 
c. BUILDING SITE is any site proposed for the location of a manufactured home including sites 

within mobile home parks. 
d. HUD is the Federal Department of Housing and Urban Development. 
e. INSTALLER shall either be the owner or a State licensed mobile home installer. 
f. MANUFACTURED HOME means a structure designed and built to comply with the 

Washington State Department of Labor and Industry’s rules and regulations for 
Manufactured Homes and Commercial Coaches. It is also defined and cross-referenced per 
the current adopted edition of the IRC, SECTION R202, Definitions, MANUFACTURED HOME. 

g. MOBILE HOME is a transportable, factory-built dwelling unit constructed prior to June 15, 
1976 (prior to enactment of National Manufactured Housing Construction & Safety 
Standards [NMHCSS] Act of 1974). 

h. PERMANENT FOUNDATION means concrete blocks on a concrete footing or slab, or other 
approved engineered foundation systems. 

3) GENERAL INSTALLATION REQUIREMENTS 
a. Manufactured homes installed on building sites shall be installed in accordance with the 

provisions of this chapter and all applicable local, state, and federal codes, ordinances, and 
statutes. 

b. Manufactured homes shall be installed in compliance with the manufacturer’s installation 
recommendations or according to NCSBCS/ANSI A225.1-1994; (Permanent Foundation 
Requirements). The manufacturer or dealer shall send two copies of its approved 
installation recommendations to the purchaser of the manufactured home and. Ttwo copies 
shall be submitted with the building permit application. 

c. No person, firm, partnership, corporation, or other entity may install a manufactured home 
unless he/s/he owns the manufactured home, or is a licensed manufactured home installer. 
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d. All manufactured home installations shall comply with the requirements of the IRC Section 
§R403.1.7.3, (Foundation Elevation), and with the following:  
i. On graded sites, the top of any exterior foundation shall extend above the elevation of 

the street gutter at point of discharge or the inlet of an approved drainage device a 
minimum of 12 inches plus 2 percent. The Building Official may approve alternate 
elevations, provided it can be demonstrated that required drainage to the point of 
discharge and away from the structure is provided at all locations on the site.  

ii. The following provisions shall be made to prevent standing water under and around a 
building or structure prior to the final inspection:.  
A. The finished grade and elevation under the building shall be above the ground 

drainage flow of the land around the building to prevent surface or sub-surface 
water from draining to the space under the building, provided that other approved 
alternates such as drain tile, exterior grading to a point lower than the interior 
drainage of the building or an approved sump pump may be used, and provided 
further that the alternate method to be used shall be shown on the building plans.  

B. An approved sump pump system shall in no case be connected to the sanitary sewer 
system. In all instances where a drainage or sump pump system is installed under 
the structure there shall be provided, in the foundation wall, an access crawl hole 
which shall be no more than 20 feet from the main drain cleanout.  

C. To facilitate the drainage of water, the building site shall have at least a 2% gradient 
towards approved drainage facilities from building pads. However, this may be 
waived by the Building Official provided that the permittee can demonstrate that 
due to the nature of the site this would be impractical and that an approved 
alternate will be used.  

e.D. If water appears under the building within a period of 12 months after the final 
inspection of the building or structure, the builder shall be responsible for providing 
the drainage of the same, and provided further that the builder has not complied 
with the requirements of Section §1804.7 herein, concerning drainage. Thereafter, 
the owner of the building shall be responsible for providing drainage of the same, 
except where owner and builder agree otherwise. 

f.e. In those areas that are recognized as floodplains by the Washington State Department of 
Ecology or the Department of Homeland Security, or hazardous because of the probability 
of earthquakes, ground slides, avalanches, or high winds, the Building Official may set 
requirements that are necessary to lessen the hazards. Manufactured homes installed on 
sites that are sloping or have poor drainage shall be installed in accordance with installation 
recommendations, provided by a professional engineer or architect licensed in the state of 
Washington. 

g.f. Manufactured homes in a floodplain must be installed per the applicable provisions of 
Whatcom County Code, Title 17, Flood Damage Prevention, and per associated 
requirements of the Endangered Species Act (ESA). 

h.g. Used mobile homes older than 1976, require a fire/life safety inspection by the State 
Department. of Labor & Industries prior to building permit submittal. 

Formatted: Indent: Left:  0.88"

Formatted: Indent: Left:  1"
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4) PERMITS REQUIRED 
No person, firm, or corporation shall install or cause to be installed any manufactured home 
on a building site without having first obtained a building permit, and a manufactured home 
dealer shall not deliver a manufactured home to a building site until that dealer has verified 
that the installer has obtained the necessary building permits. 

5) APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS 
In addition to the manufactured home  building permit application and issuance regulations, 
the following shall apply to manufactured home installations: separate application shall be 
required for each manufactured home installation. The application shall be made upon 
forms provided by the administrative authority and shall be accompanied by the permit fee 
established herein. 
a. A separate application shall be required for each manufactured home installation. The 

application shall be made upon forms provided by the administrative authorityDepartment 
and shall be accompanied by the permit fee established herein. 

b. Each application shall be accompanied by a plot plan drawn to scale with detail sufficient to 
show that the installation will meet siting requirements of all applicable state and local 
regulations. The plot plan shall show all existing structures and proposed structures, 
including decks and porches. 

b.c. Construction plans and details for all proposed non-exempt landings, open decks, covered 
decks, and stairs shall be provided with the application  

c.d. Applications for manufactured homes to be installed on building sites or sites within a 
mobile home park shall be accompanied by two sets of foundation plans for a permanent 
foundation. 

6) INSPECTION 
Approved installation specifications shall be available at the site at the time of inspection of 
the installation. In the event that no approved installation specifications are available or the 
approved specifications as provided above do not cover all the installation requirements of 
this chapter, then the total installation of the portions thereof not covered by the approved 
specifications shall comply with the appropriate provisions of this code. 
a. On building sites other than those in mobile home parks, tThe installer of the 

manufactured/ mobile home shall request the following inspections: 
i.  a Ffooting inspection, after the placement of the footing forms and rebar and but prior 

to pouring concrete or placing the footings. 
ii. , and a Ttie-down, blocking, and vapor barrier inspection, 

iii.  and a fFinal inspection, after all aspects of the installation have been completed. For 
mobile home park installations, the installer shall request a final inspection after all 
aspects of the installation have been completed.  

i.iv. All requests for inspection shall be made one working day before such inspection is 
desired. 

b. The manufactured/mobile home may be occupied once the installation has passed final 
inspection for compliance with the requirements of this chapter and any conditions placed 
upon the issued permit. 

Comment [CES7]: Already stated in (a). 

Comment [CES8]: Don’t need this phrase, as all 
manufactured homes would be installed in one of 
these two places. 
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c. If the installation does not comply with the installation requirements of this chapter and the 
conditions of the installation permit, the local enforcement agency shall provide the installer 
with a list of corrections that the installer must make. The list of corrections shall state a 
date by which the corrections must be completed. If the items that require correction do 
not endanger the health or safety of the occupants, or substantially affect the habitability of 
the manufactured/mobile home, the local enforcement agency may permit the owner of the 
home to occupy it. 

7) BUILDING SITE PREPARATION 
A manufactured home may not be installed on a building site unless the ground at the site 
has adequate compaction and load-bearing ability to meet the support requirements of 
WCC 15.04.030(F)(3)(d) or, if the building site is in a mobile home park, the park owner must 
insure that the ground on which the mobile home is to be installed has been improved as 
necessary to provide a proper base for the mobile home and that the area beneath the 
mobile home has adequate drainage. 

8) FOUNDATION SYSTEM FOOTINGS 
a. Footings shall be constructed of solid concrete per the manufacturer’s installation 

specifications or an approved alternate method. 
b. Foundations placed in flood zones or flood plains shall be installed per WCC 

15.04.030(F)(3)(e and f) and may require an engineers’ review for the design. Four-inch slab 
with thickened footings, extending 18 inches below existing grade, 16 inches diameter 
concrete posts, spaced according to the applicable requirements of NCSBCS/ANSI A225.1-
1994, with a four-inch concrete slab and Z hook for positive connection between post and 
slab, if in a flood plain. 

c. Footings shall be: 
i. Evenly bedded and level; 

ii. Placed on firm, undisturbed or compacted soil that is free of organic material; 
iii. Centered in a line under the main frame longitudinal members on both sides of the 

manufactured home; 
iv.iii. Spaced not more than eight feet apart and no more than two feet from the ends of 

the main frame. The Building Official may require a closer spacing, depending on the 
load bearing capacity of the soil or the specifications in the manufactured home 
installation manual. 

d. A manufactured home with more than one section must have center line blocking at end 
walls and at other points of connection of the sections of the manufactured home that have 
ridge beam bearing support. Blocking is also required at both ends of a door opening that is 
six feet or more wide in an exterior wall. 

e. If a manufactured home requires footings on its exterior perimeter, as specified by the 
installation recommendations or required by the Building Official, the footings shall be 
installed below the frost line. 

f. Footings shall be constructed so that 75% percent of the area under the manufactured 
home has at least 18 inches clearance between the bottom of the main chassis members 
and the ground level. The area beneath the furnace cross-overs and fireplaces must always 
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have at least 18 inches clearance. At no point under the manufactured home may clearance 
be less than 12 inches. 

9) FOUNDATION SYSTEM PIERS 
a. An installer must build and position piers and load-bearing supports or devices to distribute 

the required load evenly. An installer must use manufactured piers or load-bearing supports 
or devices that are listed or approved for the intended use. 

b. A pier may be made of a single stack of 8-inch by 16-inch blocks if the blocks are not stacked 
more than fourthree blocks high. A pier made of a single stack of blocks shall be installed at 
a right angle to the main frame longitudinal members and shall be capped with no more 
than 2-inch by 8-inch by 16-inch wood blocks or one 4-inch by 8-inch by 16-inch concrete 
block. 

c. A pier may be made of a double stack of 8-inch by 8-inch by 10-inch blocks if the blocks are 
not stacked more than five blocks high. Each row of blocks in such a pier shall be stacked at 
right angles to the abutting rows of blocks. The pier shall be capped with 2-inch by 8-inch by 
16-inch concrete blocks. The pier shall be installed so that the joint between the cap block is 
at right angle to the main frame longitudinal members. 

d. A pier may be made with more than five courses of blocks, and not to exceed 9 (72 inches) 
courses of block, if the stacked blocks are filled with 2,000 psi concrete or mortar, and no 
more than 20% of the piers exceed five courses (40"). All other systems shall be designed by 
a licensed Washington state engineer or architect. 

e. All blocks shall be set with cores placed vertically. 
10) FOUNDATION SYSTEM PLATES AND SHIMS 

An installer may fill a gap between the top of a pier and the main frame with a wood plate 
that is not more than two inches thick and two opposing wedge-shaped shims that are not 
more than two inches thick. Wood plates and shims must be of hemlock/fir, Douglas fir, or 
spruce/pine/fir. A shim shall be at least four inches wide and six inches long. The installer 
shall fit the shim properly and drive it tight between the wood plate or pier and the main 
frame to ensure that the manufactured home is level and properly supported at all load-
bearing points. A block that abuts a wedge-shaped shim shall be solid. 

11) FOUNDATION 
A manufactured home shall have an approved skirting around its entire perimeter. The 
wood of the skirting shall be at least six inches from the ground unless it is pressure-treated 
wood. Metal fasteners shall be hot dipped galvanized, stainless steel, or other corrosive-
resistant material. Ferrous metal members in contact with the earth, other than those that 
are galvanized or stainless steel, shall be coated with asphaltic emulsion. A manufactured 
home that is installed shall have ventilation openings with a net area of one square foot per 
150 square feet of crawl space; except manufactured homes installed in the flood plain shall 
have ventilation openings with a net area of 1 square inch per 1 square foot of crawlspace 
installed within 1 foot of finished grade. The openings shall be designed to provide cross 
ventilation on at least two approximately opposite sides of the manufactured home. The 
installer shall locate openings as close to the corner of the manufactured home as practical 
and shall cover the opening with a corrosive-resistant wire mesh. Dryer vents and hot water 
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tank pressure release valves shall exhaust on the exterior of the perimeter skirting. The 
skirting for each section of the manufactured home shall have an opening of at least 18 
inches by 24 inches with a cover of metal or pressure-treated wood to allow access to the 
crawl space. In all cases the foundation shall be installed before a final sign off can be made. 

12) ANCHORING SYSTEM 
The Building Official shall require a single -section or multiple -section manufactured home 
to have an anchoring system. Such an anchoring system shall be installed per the 
manufactured installation specifications or according to the design of a professional 
Washington State licensed engineer or architect. Components of the anchoring system shall 
have a resistance to weather deterioration that is at least equal to that of a zinc coating that 
is not less than 0.3 inches per square foot of coated surface. Cut edges of zinc-coated 
strapping do not need to be coated. 
a. An installer shall install, preload, and adjust a ground anchor in accordance with the anchor 

manufacturer’s instructions. The installer must supply a copy of the instructions to the 
Building Official. Ground anchors shall be marked with the manufacturer’s identification and 
model number in a location that is visible to the inspector after the anchor is installed. The 
manufacturer of a ground anchor must provide instructions with each anchor that specifies 
the kinds of soils for which the anchor is suitable. Analysis from a Washington WA State 
licensed engineer may be required. 

b. If concrete slabs or continuous footings are used to transfer the anchoring loads to the 
ground, the following requirements apply: 

i. Engineered tie-down systems shall be per approved details from the Washington State 
Department of Labor and Industries. 

ii. A concrete slab may be used in place of a ground anchor if it provides holding strength 
equal to the required ground anchors. 

iii. Analysis from a Washington WA sState licensed engineer may be required. 
c. Ties shall be of approved strapping, or other approved materials. Ties shall be fastened to 

the ground anchors and drawn tight with turnbuckles, yoke fasteners, or other approved 
tension devices. Tension devices shall end in clevis, forged, or welded eyes. Tension devices 
shall be designed to prevent self-disconnection if the ties become slack. Ties shall connect 
the ground anchors to the main frame longitudinal members. Ties must not connect to steel 
outrigger beams that fasten to the main frame unless the manufacturer’s installation 
instructions specifically approve the connection. Diagonal ties must lie at least 45 degrees 
from the vertical. 

d. The installer shall space the ties as evenly as practical and shall locate a tie within eight feet 
of each end of the manufactured home. The installer shall install vertical ties at each 
detached corner of a clerestory roof and added-on sections of expandable manufactured 
homes. The installer shall install the following number of ties for each I-beam or other main 
frame longitudinal member: according to the manufacturer’s specifications or per 
NCSBCS/ANSI A225.1-1994, as indicated in the following chart: 
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Length of home in feet 
(excluding hitch) 

Number of vertical ties per 
detached corner of add-ons 

Number of diagonal 
ties 

32 – 54 1 5 
55 – 73 1 6 

13) ASSEMBLY 
The water pipe connection to the manufactured home shall have a main shutoff valve in 
compliance with the 2012 2018 Uniform Plumbing Code, Section §606. Exterior water lines 
and ducting under the manufactured home shall be insulated. In all other respects, utility 
connections to the manufactured home, including water, sewer, electricity, and gas, shall 
comply with the applicable County codes. Accessory structures such as awnings, carports, 
garages, porches, or steps attached to or located next to a home, such as awnings, carports, 
garages, porches, or steps shall be constructed in conformance with applicable County 
codes and structurally independent of the manufactured home unless pre-approved by the 
manufacturer. 

15.04.040 Amendments to the International Fire Code (IFC). 
A. Section §102.2, (Administrative, Operational and Maintenance Provisions), is amended to read as 

follows: 
To provide a reasonable degree of safety to persons occupying existing buildings, there shall be 
a fire code inspection, at times to be determined by the Whatcom County Fire Marshal, for all 
Group A, B, E, F, H, I, M, R, S, and U occupancies. Only R-3 Occupancies containing the following 
shall be subject to fire code inspections: adult family homes, family daycare homes, and adult 
and child care facilities, as defined in Chapter 2 (Definitions) as amended by the Washington 
State amendments. 

B. Section §103.1, (General), is amended to read as follows: 
The Department of Fire Prevention, hereinafter referred to as the Fire Marshal’s Office, is 
established within the jurisdiction under the direction of the Fire Code Official, hereinafter 
referred to as the Fire Marshal. The function of the department Office shall be the 
implementation, administration, and enforcement of the provisions of this code. Recognizing 
the authority and responsibility vested in the Fire Marshal by the International Fire Code, the 
Fire Marshal is authorized to promulgate such rules, policies, and/or procedures as s/he/she 
deems necessary for the efficient operation of fire prevention and investigations. 

C. Section §103.2, (Appointment), is amended to read as follows: 
The Fire Marshal is the Department Director of Planning and Development Services, except that 
a Fire Marshal and/or Deputy Fire Marshal may be appointed by the Department Director. The 
Fire Marshal/Deputy Fire Marshal shall be not less than a supervisor within the Building Services 
Division of the Whatcom County Department of Planning & Development Services Department, 
as designated by the Director. The Fire Marshal for Whatcom County is authorized to enforce 
the provisions of this ordinance and adopted referenced codes and amendments. 

D. Section §104.1, (General), is amended with the following additional paragraphs: 
The provisions of RCW 18.160.070 and the Levels of Licensing required by the State Fire 
Marshal’s Office will be enforced by the Whatcom County Fire Marshal’s Office as specified, 
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including but not limited to work performed by contractors and/or documentation verifying 
compliance with current licensing requirements. Issuance of permits may be withheld due to 
lack of compliance with these provisions. 

It is the interpretation and determination of the Whatcom County Fire Marshal that the 
“installation of underground work of any kind for any kind of structure” applies to the 
installation of fire protection systems connected to or integral to a fire protection sprinkler 
system. A Level U license from the State Fire Marshal’s office shall be required. The Fire 
Marshal, at his/her discretion, may require a Level U license for any underground work 
determined at any stage of installation to be substantially and/or consistently substandard. 

E. In Section §104.9, (Alternate Materials and Methods), the last sentence is amended as follows: 
Where the alternative material, design or method of construction is not approved, the Fire 
Marshal shall respond in writing, stating the reasons why the alternative was not approved, 
when a determination request is submitted to the Fire Marshal in writing. 

F. Section §104.10, (Fire Investigation), is amended to read as follows: 
The Whatcom County Sheriff’s Office shall have the authority to investigate the cause, origin, 
and circumstances of any fire, explosion or other hazardous conditions. Information that could 
be related to trade secrets or processes shall not be made part of the public record except as 
directed by a court of law. 

G. Section §104.10.1, (Assistance from Other Agencies), is amended with the following additional 
language: 
The Whatcom County Fire Marshal shall have the authority to render necessary assistance in the 
investigation of fires. The Whatcom County Fire Marshal and designated, assigned staff members 
shall have the powers of a limited authority of a Washington peace officer as defined in Chapter 
10.93 RCW. They shall be commissioned by the Whatcom County Sheriff as specially commissioned 
Washington peace officers, as defined in Chapter 10.93 RCW, upon satisfaction of the training and 
other requirements prescribed or approved by the Washington Criminal Justice Training 
Commission, for the purpose of administering this code. 

H. Section §105.7.1, (Automatic Fire-Extinguishing Systems), is amended with the addition of the 
following language: 
Commercial cooking arrays require permanently affixed signage that states: “Alteration of 
commercial cooking arrays is prohibited without prior review and approval from the Whatcom 
County Fire Marshal.” Sign location to be determined by the Fire Marshal. 

I. Section §105.7.98, (Flammable and Combustible Liquids), is amended as follows: 
1. (unchanged) 
2. (unchanged) 
3. To install, alter, remove, abandon, or otherwise dispose of a flammable or combustible liquid 

tank. Abandoned underground fuel tanks are required to be removed according to all applicable 
codes and safety standards except under special circumstances, such as steep or extreme 
topography, significant physical obstructions, or similar circumstances, as approved per the 
discretion and judgment of the Fire Marshal. 

J. Section §1098.1, (Board of Appeals), is amended to read as follows: 
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In order to hear and decide appeals of orders, dDecisions or determinations made by the Fire 
Marshal relative to the application and interpretation of this code, there shall be and is hereby 
created a shall be heard by the Whatcom County Board of Appeals. Whatcom County Ordinance 
No. 2007-024 shall be the Fire Code Appeals Board. The Appeals Board shall be the same board 
for all codes appeals, except as amended in WCC Chapter 15.04. 

K. Section §202, (General Definitions), is amended to add the following sentence: Words not defined 
herein shall be as defined in WCC 15.04.12 (Definitions).read as follows: 
a. Fire Chief. Whenever the term Fire Chief is referenced in this code it shall mean Whatcom 

County Fire Marshal (Fire Code Official) or his/her designee, as identified in IFC Section 103, 
except as stated in IFC Section 104.11 and/or where the Fire Marshal has delegated a specific 
responsibility to the Fire Chief of a given fire district by verbal, written, and/or historic 
agreement. 

b. Fire Code Official. Whenever the term Fire Code Official is referenced in this code it shall mean 
Whatcom County Fire Marshal or his/her designee, as identified in IFC Section 103.2 and as 
amended per WCC 15.04.040. 

L. Chapter 5 is amended to include adoption of all sections of the chapter not adopted by Washington 
State Amendments, Chapter 51-54A WAC, as authorized per RCW 19.27.060(5). 

M. Appendix B, (Fire Flow Requirements for Buildings), is amended to read in its entirety as follows: 

§B101 GENERAL 
B101.1 Scope. The procedure for determining fire flow requirements for buildings or portions of 
building hereafter constructed shall be in accordance with this appendix. This appendix does not 
apply to structures other than buildings. 

§B102 DEFINITIONS 
B102.1 Definitions. Words shall be as defined in WCC 15.04.12 (Definitions). 

§B103 MODIFICATIONS 
Section §B103.1, (Decreases). 
The Fire Marshal is authorized to reduce the fire-flow requirements for isolated buildings or a 
group of buildings in rural areas or small communities where the development of full fire-flow 
requirements is impractical. This may include consideration of alternative materials and 
methods where the Fire Marshal finds that the proposed design is satisfactory and complies 
with the intent of the provisions of this code, and that the material, method, or work is at least 
the equivalent of that prescribed in this code in quality, strength, effectiveness, fire-resistance, 
durability, and safety. 

B103.2 Increases. The Fire Code Official is authorized to increase the fore flow requirements 
where conditions indicate an unusual susceptibility to group fires or conflagrations. An increase 
shall be not more than twice that required for the building under construction. 

B103.3 Areas without water supply systems. For information regarding water supplies for fire-
fighting purposes in rural and suburban areas in which adequate and reliable water supply 
systems do not exist, the fire marshal is authorized to utilize NFPA 1142 or the International 
Wildland-Urban Interface Code (IWUIC). 
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SECTION B104 FIRE-FLOW CALCULATION AREA 
§B104.1, (General), is amended as follows: 

B104.1.1 The fire-flow calculation area shall be the total floor area of all floor levels within the 
exterior walls, and under horizontal projections of the roof of a building (such as a connecting 
breezeway), otherwise including only areas that are fully enclosed on all sides and which have a 
full ceiling height. Full ceiling height means an average (50% or more) ceiling height of 6 (six) 
feet – 8 (eight) inches (203.3 cm), including under-floor areas that are accessed by a side-hinged 
man door, sliding door, overhead door, or similar standard height access. The calculation area is 
measured to the outside surface of exterior and/or enclosure walls. 

B104.1.2 In general, commercial and industrial structures will be measured according tousing 
the same methodology as for residential/accessory buildings, except that structures will also be 
judged according to their use and corresponding hazard, according to the applicable codes in 
the IFC and IBC, and according to the judgment and discretion of the Fire Marshal. As such area 
may be calculated for roof only (open sided) structures, covered open/partially open portions of 
buildings, to the outside edge of eaves, and/or for uncovered portions of structures (decks, 
balconies, loading docks, etc.) on a case-by-case basis where, in the discretion of the Fire 
Marshal, it is warranted to preserve the health, safety, and welfare of the public, building 
occupants, and/or emergency responders. 

B104.2 Area Separation. Portions of buildings that are separated by fire walls without openings, 
constructed in accordance with the International Building Code, are allowed to be considered as 
separate fire-flow calculation areas. 

B104.3 Type IA and Type IB Construction. The fire-flow calculation area of buildings constructed of 
Type IA and Type IB construction shall be the area of the three largest successive floors. 

Exception: Fire-flow calculation area for open parking garages shall be determined by the area 
of the largest floor. 

SECTION B105 FIRE-FLOW REQUIREMENTS FOR BUILDINGS 

§B105.1, (One- and Two-Family Dwellings). 
B105.1.1 The minimum fire flow and flow duration requirements for one- and two-family dwellings 
having a fire-flow calculation area—, including both existing and new proposed building area—, that 
measures in excess of 4,000 square feet (371.6 m2) shall be 500 GPM @ 20 psi for 1 hour. For a fFire 
hydrant to qualify for fire-flow it shall be located with 600 feet along an accessible route measured 
to the center of the structure.  

B105.1.2 An NFPA 13D automatic sprinkler system throughout the measured fire area of a residence 
and/or residential accessory building qualifies as 100% reduction/mitigation in fire flow when the 
requirement threshold is exceeded. 

B105.1.3 An NFPA 13-D automatic sprinkler system is required throughout all dwellings with a 
measured fire area exceeding 8,000 square feet. In addition, fire-flow for dwellings with a fire-flow 
calculation area exceeding 8,000 square feet (743.2 m2), shall not be less than that specified in Table 
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B105.1, as amended by Whatcom County, except that the flow duration may be a minimum of one 
hour. 

Exception: For Single Family Residences, where the addition of an attached garage results in a 
total building area exceeding 8,000 square feet (743.2m2), where a fire flow system consisting of 
a water storage tank, fire pump, and a hydrant would be required, all of the following shall be 
installed to relieve the fire flow requirements. If the total building area is over 10,000 sf (929m2) 
this exception does not apply. 
i. Full two -hour fire rated construction that separates the garage from the house. The fire 

wall shall be designed per IBC §706, except that there shall only be one opening allowed in 
the fire -rated construction between the house and garage. The maximum size of the 
opening shall accommodate one 3’-0” x 6’-8” man door. The man door shall be two -hour 
fire rated assembly and have an automatic closing devise. No other openings are allowed in 
the fire -rated construction between the garage and house. 

ii. An NFPA 13D automatic sprinkler system shall be installed throughout the house and 
attached garage (entire structure). 

iii. The water storage for the sprinkler system shall be designed to twice the calculated 
required amount. 

a. Table B105.1(1) is not adopted. 

Section §B105.2, (Buildings other than One- and Two-Family Dwellings), is amended as follows: 
DEFINITIONS: 

Agricultural Building. Livestock shelters or buildings, including shade structures and milking barns; 
poultry buildings or shelters; barns; storage of equipment and machinery used exclusively in 
agriculture; horticultural structures, including detached production greenhouses and crop 
protection shelters; sheds; grain silos; stables. (IBC Appendix C, Group U-Agricultural Buildings) 

Agricultural Processing Building and/or Facility. Buildings/facilities where agricultural products are 
cooled, frozen, or dried and packaged in their otherwise unaltered, primary state for shipping to 
distribution sales outlets. Ag processing buildings/facilities may include conveyors, refrigeration 
equipment and rooms, other applicable processing or environmental mechanical equipment, offices, 
employee facilities, restrooms, product and product packaging storage, loading docks, and similar 
applicable accessory appurtenances. 

Although ag processing buildings/facilities are determined by Whatcom County to be a Group U 
occupancy for purposes of determining fire flow requirements, they represent a more intensive use 
than agricultural buildings, based on the typical number of personnel (even if seasonal), type of 
equipment, and typical operations. Appropriate, applicable health, fire, and life/safety codes and 
regulations will be applied in the review process of these buildings/facilities. 

Cooking, modifying, altering, combining, and/or other secondary food processing/ manufacturing is 
not considered ag processing. The primary use for this type of processing is determined to be a 
Group F occupancy per applicable provisions of the IBC and other adopted codes and regulations. 

Comment [CM9]: Added exception to allow one 
opening in fire rated assembly for a single family 
residents 

Comment [CES10]: Definitions moved to 
15.04.012 
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B105.2.1 The minimum fire-flow and flow duration requirements for private garages, detached 
shops, agricultural storage buildings (Group U occupancy) shall be 500 GPM @ 20 psi for 1 hour. 

Exception: Fire-flow is not required if the structure meets one of the following criteria: 
1. It does not exceed 2,500 square feet (232.3 m2). 
2. It is protected by an approved automatic fire sprinkler system. 
3. It has, at a minimum, 60 -foot setbacks to from all property lines, and other structures on 

the same lot. Setback measurement may include the full width of an adjacent public way, 
no-build easement recorded with the Auditor to run concurrent with the deed, or similar 
instrument or provision acceptable to the Fire Marshal. 

4. It has, at a minimum, 100 -foot setbacks to all property lines and other structures on the 
same lot for buildings which include hay storage, other combustible fibers, the potential for 
loose combustible fibers, and/or the potential for combustible dust (IFC Sections 2204 and 
3704.1; NFPA 61). Setback measurement may include the full width of an adjacent public 
way, no-build easement recorded with the Auditor to run concurrent with the deed, or 
similar instrument or provision acceptable to the Fire Marshal. 

B105.2.2 The minimum fire-flow and flow duration requirements for agricultural processing 
buildings not exceeding 6,000 square feet (557.4 m2) shall be 500 GPM @ 20 psi for 1 hour. If the 
building exceeds 6,000 square feet (557.4 m2), Table B105.1, as amended by Whatcom County, shall 
apply except that, at the discretion of the Fire Marshal, where adequate and reliable water supply 
systems do not exist the duration may be reduced by up to 50%, but not to be reduced to below a 
duration of 1 hour. 

Exception: Fire-flow is not required if the structure meets one of the following criteria: 
1. It does not exceed 2,500 square feet (232.3 m2), in measured fire area. 
2. It has, at a minimum, 60 -foot setbacks to all property lines, and other structures on the 

same lot. Setback measurement may include the full width of an adjacent public way, no-
build easement recorded with the Auditor to run concurrent with the deed, or similar 
instrument or provision acceptable to the Fire Marshal. 

3. The building is provided with an NFPA 13 automatic sprinkler system throughout, including 
water storage to support the sprinkler system per the system design, plus an additional 500 
gpm of fire flow at 20 psi for a duration of one hour, to be available at an approved hydrant 
or hydrants as determined by the Fire Marshal. 

B105.2.3 The minimum fire- flow and flow duration requirements for buildings other than one- and 
two-family dwellings and Group U buildings specified above, shall be as specified in Table B105.1, as 
amended by Whatcom County, with the ability to apply fire-protection credits as described in Table 
B105.2, but not to be reduced to below 500 GPM @ 20 psi for duration of 1 hour for Group F and S 
occupancies, including accessory occupancies (per IBC 508.2); 1,500 GPM @ 20 psi for a duration of 
1 hour for occupancies and/or mixed occupancies including Group B, E, I, M, and R occupancies 
except where lower gpm is indicated per Table B105.1. Fire-flow reductions for Group H occupancies 
may only be considered at the discretion of the Fire Marshal. Increases in fire flow may be required 
based on the Fire Marshal’s evaluation of operational hazard and/or occupancy group. Fire 
protection credits shall not allow the elimination of required systems as required in other parts of 
the Fire Code. 
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Exception: Fire flow is not required if the structure meets all of the following criteria: 
1. It does not exceed 2,500 square feet (232.3 m2). 
2. It does not contain a hazardous operation, as determined by the Fire Marshal. 
3. It is Nnot a Group A occupancy. 

TABLE B105.1. Fire-flow for Buildings Other than One- and Two-Family Dwellings and Private Garages 
and Commercial Agricultural Buildings (Group U) 

 
Construction Type 

(a)
 

  
Required 
Fire Flow 
(GPM) 

  
Duration 
(Hours) 

IA & IB IIA & IIIA IV & VA IIB & IIIB VB 

WHEN TOTAL FIRE AREA IN SQUARE FEET 
(b)

 IS EQUAL TO OR LESS 
THAN THESE VALUES   

5,500 3,700 2,600 2,100 1,600 500 1 

11,100 6,800 4,700 3,500 2,400 750 1 

15,900 9,300 6,200 4,500 2,900 1,000 1 

22,700 12,700 8,200 5,900 3,600 1,250 1 

30,200 17,000 10,900 7,900 4,800 1,500 1 

38,700 21,800 12,900 9,800 6,200 1,750 1.5 

48,300 24,200 17,400 12,600 7,700 2,000 1.5 

59,900 33,200 21,300 15,400 9,400 2,250 1.5 

70,900 39,700 25,500 18,400 11,300 2,500 2 

83,700 47,100 30,100 21,800 13,400 2,750 2 

97,700 54,900 35,200 25,900 15,600 3,000 2 

112,700 63,400 40,600 29,300 18,000 3,250 3 

128,700 72,400 46,400 33,500 20,600 3,500 3 

145,900 82,100 52,500 37,900 23,300 3,750 3 

164,200 92,400 59,100 42,700 26,300 4,000 4 

184,400 103,100 66,000 47,700 29,300 4,250 4 

203,700 114,600 73,300 53,000 32,600 4,500 4 

225,200 126,700 81,100 58,600 36,000 4,750 4 

247,700 139,400 89,200 65,400 39,600 5,000 4 

271,200 152,600 97,700 70,600 43,400 5,250 4 

295,900 166,500 106,500 77,000 47,400 5,500 4 

GREATER GREATER 115,800 83,700 51,500 5,750 4 

    125,500 90,600 55,700 6,000 4 

    135,500 97,900 60,200 6,250 4 

    145,800 106,800 64,800 6,500 4 
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Construction Type 

(a)
 

  
Required 
Fire Flow 
(GPM) 

  
Duration 
(Hours) 

IA & IB IIA & IIIA IV & VA IIB & IIIB VB 

    156,700 113,200 69,600 6,750 4 

    167,900 121,300 74,600 7,000 4 

    179,400 129,600 79,800 7,250 4 

    191,400 138,300 85,100 7,500 4 

    GREATER GREATER GREATER 7,750 4 

Footnotes: 
(a) Types of construction are based upon the current adopted edition of the IBC. 
(b) Each portion of a building shall be considered as a separate fire area when separated by one or 

more fire walls built in accordance with the IBC. 

TABLE B105.2. Fire Protection Credit for Commercial Rural Fire-Flow 

Options to Reduce Fire-Flow (a) % Reduction (b) 
NFPA Monitored Fire Alarm 25% 
NFPA 13 Automatic Sprinkler System 75% 
40' Minimum Setbacks (c) 25% 

Footnotes: 
(a) Credits used for or with substantial alterations shall be applied to the entire structure. 
(b) Reductions will be simply rounded to the closest fire flow rate and applied for the duration 

prescribed by that flow rate. In cases of an equal distance between two rates, the rate will 
be rounded down. 

(c) Setbacks apply to all property lines and buildings, on all sides of the structure. Setback 
measurement may include the full width of an adjacent public way, no-build easement 
recorded with the Auditor to run concurrent with the deed, or similar instrument or 
provision acceptable to the Fire Marshal. 

(c)(d) Fire-flow rates shall not be reduced less than the minimums as required in Section 
B105.2.   

§B105.3 Water supply for buildings equipped with an automatic sprinkler system.  

B105.3.1 For buildings equipped with an automatic sprinkler system, the water supply shall be 
capable of providing the greater of: 

1. The automatic sprinkler system demand, including hose allowance. 
2.  The required fire-flow. 

SECTION B106 REFERENCED STANDARDS. 

ICC; IBC-18 International Building Code B104.2 

ICC; ICF-18 International Fire Code As amended, Tables B105.1 and B105.2 

ICC IWUIC-18 International Wildland-Urban interface Code, Table B105.1(1) 
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NFPA 1142-12 Standards on Water Supplies for Suburban and Rural Fire Fighting, B103.3 or most 
current version. 

N. Appendix C, (Fire Hydrant Locations and Distributions), is amended with the following added 
section: 

§C106, (Subdivision Alternative), is added to the Appendix: 
C106.1 Hydrant placement alternative. Subdivisions and plats with no fire flow 
infrastructure require a minimum lot size of 1 (one) acre and a minimum 20- (twenty) foot 
setback from property lines to structures, in addition to applicable fire flow requirements 
per Appendix B as amended. A no-build easement recorded with the Auditor to run 
concurrent will be required to reduce the property setbacks.  

O. Appendix D, (Fire Apparatus Access Roads), is amended as follows: 

§D103, (Minimum Specifications), is amended with the following additional languageas follows: 

§D103.2 Grade per Exhibit A and WCDSWhatcom County Development Standards, Chapter 5, 
(Road Standards). In addition to standard access road requirements, Rresidential and residential 
accessory structures accessed by roads or driveways exceeding 12% grade require mitigation, 
such as an automatic sprinkler system, per NFPA 13-D, throughout the applicable building(s); an 
approved fire flow system; or equivalent mitigation, approved at the discretion of the Fire 
Marshal in addition to standard access road requirements. 

§D103.3 Turning radius – Minimum thirty-five foot (35')-foot radii. Residential private roads and 
driveways per Exhibit C and DWhatcom County Development Standards, Chapter 5. 

§D103.5, (Fire Apparatus and Access Road Gates), is amended as follows: 
Gates installed across emergency apparatus access roads and driveways require a permit from 
the Fire Marshal’s office and shall comply with all the following criteria:. 

Item #1 is amended as follows: 
1. Where a single gate is provided, the net openable gate width shall be not less than 20 

feet (6,096 mm). Where a fire apparatus road consists of a divided roadway (one 
separate lane in each direction) or the current required width of the apparatus access 
road is a minimum of 12 feet (3,658 mm), the net openable gate width shall be not less 
than 12 feet (3,658 mm) at each lane or road. The net openable width of the gate shall 
be not be less than the applicable required drivable surface width of any access road or 
driveway. 

…Add to Item #10: 
9. At the Fire Marshal’s determination, applications for gates proposed to be installed 

across private access easements, roads, and driveways, which are shared by multiple 
property owners/users, may be required to include written, notarized, confirmation 
from that all property owners/users approve ofing the gate installation. 

Add as Item #11: 
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10. Gate installations where multiple properties are accessed shall include an approved 
universal optical sensor public safety access system that will allow access by all 
emergency responders. 

Add as Item #12: 
11. Where deemed appropriate, the Fire Marshal may require language addressing 

maintenance responsibilities and/or incorporation of maintenance language and other 
relevant information regarding any gate to be recorded with the County Auditor 
separately or as part of the access easement(s) description. 

Add §D103.7 Turnarounds – For all projects other than residential or residential accessory, 
turnarounds shall be a minimum twenty foot (20') -foot wide drivable surface, and legs sixty feet 
(60') feet long per WCDS, Chapter 5, (Road Standards). Where options are limited by topography 
or at the discretion of the Fire Marshal for other considerations, turnarounds for residential or 
residential accessory structure access may be a minimum twenty foot (20')-foot wide drivable 
surface and turnaround legs forty-five feet (45') feet long. Turnarounds shall be located within 
150 feet of a structure that requires access but no closer than 50 feet unless otherwise 
approved by the Fire Marshal where topographic or other significant obstacles exist. See Exhibit 
D. 

Add §D103.8 Bridges – Bridges, box culverts, or similar passageway structures built over 
depressions or obstacles shall be hereinafter referred to as bridges. When a bridge is required to 
be used as part of a driveway access road, it shall be designed and constructed per the current 
adopted edition of the WCDS, Chapter 5, (Road Standards), §513, (Bridges and Associated 
Retaining Walls) and per applicable portions of IFC §503. Vehicle load limits shall be posted at 
both entrances to bridges when required by the Fire Marshal. 

Add §D103.9 Installation of residential accessory buildings less than 2,500 square feet, small 
residential/ accessory additions, and similar minor changes or alterations may be exempt or may 
not trigger road standard improvements on a case -by -case basis, at the discretion of the Fire 
Marshal. 

Add §D103.10 Surface – Per Whatcom County Development Standards (WCDS), Chapter 5, 
(Road Standards). Minimum standard per Exhibit C, Driveway Section. 

Add §D103.11 Vertical clearance – Minimum thirteen foot, six inch (13 feet'-6 inches") 
unobstructed vertical clearance for the required width of the road. See Exhibit A. 

Add §D103.12 Fire apparatus access roads serving up to 2 (two) residential lots, where building 
location is less than one hundred fifty feet (150') feet from approved access roads require a 
minimum width of 12 feet (3658 mm) and a minimum vertical clearance of 13 feet-6 inches 
(4,115 mm). 

Add §D103.13 Fire apparatus roads over one hundred fifty feet (150') feet long serving up to 
two residential lots: 
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§D103.13.1 Minimum width – Twelve foot (12')-foot driving surface with turnouts no farther 
than every six hundred feet (600') feet when required by the Fire Marshal. To create a 
turnout, the road shall be widened to twenty feet (20') feet in the direction of travel for a 
minimum distance of one hundred feet (100') feet to allow vehicles to pull over and to allow 
emergency vehicles to proceed. Turnout shall be located approximately midpoint for 
driveways over six hundred feet (600') feet but less than twelve hundred feet (1,200') feet. 
See Exhibit B. 

Add §D103.14 Fire apparatus access roads and, access serving more than two residential units, 
shall meet the following: 
1. Standards per Exhibit A and current adopted Whatcom County Development Standards 

(WCDS), Chapter 5, (Road Standards). 
2. The Fire Marshal may make modifications in these standards if the road is not buildable 

because of topography, waterways, nonnegotiable grades, or similar conditions. These 
modifications are shall be based on: 
a. The building being protected by a minimum NFPA 13D Automatic Sprinkler System. 
b. Additional fire protection features as required by the Fire Marshal. 

3. When, in the opinion of the Fire Marshal, a residential addition or a new detached accessory 
building will not create a more significant fire load or hazardous situation, exceptions may 
be made for: 
a. Minor additions to existing dwellings not exceeding 1,248 square feet of net measurable 

fire area where the total measurable fire area of the contiguous building (new and 
existing) does not exceed 4,000 square feet. 

b. One, small, detached accessory building not exceeding 864 square feet in measurable 
fire area or where the aggregate measurable fire area of all detached accessory 
buildings on a site does not exceed 864 square feet. 

Add §D103.15 d. Emergency vehicle access roads or driveways shall not be obstructed in any manner, 
including the parking of vehicles. Width and clearance requirements of these standards shall be 
maintained at all times. 

Add §D103.16 Private roads and driveways shall meet Whatcom County Development Standards and 
Drawings Chapter 5 (Roads & Related Work). 

e. See Exhibits A, B, C, and D, for additional information, details, and illustrations amending Appendix D. 

Exhibit A: Private Roads/Streets, Driveways and Fire Apparatus Access 
This section applies to roads/streets that are privately owned, generally within an easement providing 
direct access to private land(s) for local traffic movement and connect to local public access, collectors 
or arterial roads/streets. Private roads/streets are maintained with private funds and where the County, 
municipality or WSDOT performs no maintenance. 

Criteria for Authorization: Private roads/streets may be permitted when so provided in appropriate 
ordinances or at the discretion of the County Engineer when: 
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1. Covenants have been approved and recorded with the County which provide for maintenance of 
the private roads/streets and associated parking areas by the owners in the development, 
including placing of liens for non-payment of fees, and/or road maintenance agreement(s) on 
the face of the long plat, short plat, or binding site plan. 

2. Provision is made for the roads/streets to be open at all times for emergency and public service 
vehicle use. 

3. The private road is not needed as a public road and will not obstruct public street circulation. 
4. Intersection spacing between private roads shall be consistent with the spacing shown in 

Development Standards Section 505.M. 
5. The roads are within a private community with a corporate identity or homeowners association, 

as identified by the State of Washington under RCW 64.38. 
6. Fire Apparatus Access Roads (Private Roads/Streets and Driveways) 

a) County fire code requirements for “Fire Apparatus Access Roads” are contained in WCC 
15.04.010 and as amended in WCC 15.04.040. 

b) Criteria. The following criteria, per Exhibit A Geometrics, apply to Fire Apparatus Access 
Roads serving residential and residential accessory use: 

Exhibit A Geometrics: 

Road Users(7) Incremental 
Grade, % 

Minimum 
Surface 

Treatment 
Width, ft 

Unobstructed 
Minimum Vertical 

Clearance, ft 

Minimum Turning Radii, ft See also 
Development 

Standards 
Drawings(5) 

Inside Outside 

1-2 

< 12 CSTC(1) 

12 (minimum) 13.5 25 40 505.E-6 
12 - 14 Paved(2) 

15 - 18 
Heated  
grooved 
  PCC(3) 

3-6 

< 12 CSTC(1) 

18(5) 

13.5 25(6) 43(6) 

505.E-1, 
12 - 14 Paved(2) 

15 - 18 
Heated 
grooved 
PCC(3) 

7 or more 

< 12 Paved(2) 

26(5) 505.E-2, 
12 - 14 Paved(2) 

15 – 18(8) 
Heated 
grooved 
PCC(3) 

 
1) Crushed surfacing top course 
2) Either Portland cement concrete (PCC) or Hot mix asphalt (HMA) 
3) Portland cement concrete 
4) Hot mix asphalt 
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5) See Development Standards Section 505 Road Type and Geometrics, Table 1 - Arterial Roads & 
Table 2 - Residential Roads 

6) See also Development Standards Section 505.I.3 – Horizontal Curves 
7) Road Users represents the number of dwelling units/single households. Per the Public Works 

Dept., a single household is the approximate equivalent of 10 average daily trips (ADT). 
8) Grades exceeding 18% may require special and/or multiple mitigation measures and will be 

approved at the discretion of the Fire Marshal. 
• Turnouts – For driveways and roadways less than 20 feet wide, see Exhibit B (Development 

Standards Drawing 505.E-5). 
• Turnarounds – Establish turnarounds for driveways and roadways greater than 150 feet in 

length per Exhibit D (Development Standards Drawing 505.E-6, 505.L-1, or 505.L-2 as 
applicable). Subject to other related codes and standards, i.e. Title 20.80. 

• Fire Hydrants – Where a fire hydrant is located on a Fire Apparatus Access Road, the minimum 
roadway width shall be 26 ft. for a length of 40 ft. centered on the fire hydrant. 

• Bridges – At the discretion of the Fire Marshal all bridges shall meet the requirements in 
Development Standards Section 513 Bridges and Associated Retaining Walls. See WCC Section 
15.04.040, Section A, Item 11, Subsection b. 

• Security Gates and Emergency Accesses – The County Fire Marshal requires a separate permit 
for any security gate or emergency access restricting device/system. 

• Access Approach Surfacing Requirements – All fire apparatus access approaches shall have an 
approved paved/hard surfaced apron unless otherwise directed pursuant to this section and 
Development Standards Section 508 Roadside Features. See Exhibit C, Driveway Section. 

• Additional or Alternative measures – The County Fire Marshal may consider or require 
additional or alternative fire protection measures on a case by case basis. 

Criteria for Construction: Private roads/streets shall conform to the applicable sections of these 
Standards. Also see Development Standards Drawings 505.E-1 and 505.E-2. 
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Comment [CES11]: To be deleted 

Comment [CES12]: To be deleted 
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15.04.050 Permit Expirations and Violations of the Above-Referenced Codes. 
A. Expiration. 

1. IBC Sections §105.5 of the IBC, and IRC §R105.5 of the IRC, and 105.3.1 of the IFC are amended 
to read as follows: 
Every permit issued under the provisions of this code, according to IBC Section §105.5 and 
IRC Section §R105.5, shall expire and become null and void, if the work authorized by such 
permit is not commenced within 180 days from the date of issuance of such permit, or if the 
work authorized by such permit is suspended or abandoned at any time after the work is 
commenced for a period of 180 days. The building official is authorized to grant, in writing, 
one or more extensions of time, for a period not more than 180 days each. The extension 
shall be requested in writing and justifiable causes demonstrated. In the event of permit 
expiration, before such work can recommence, a new permit shall be first obtained to do so, 
and the fee therefor shall be one-half the amount required for a new permit for such work, 
provided no changes have been made, or will be made in the original plans and 
specifications for such work; and provided, further, that such suspension or abandonment 
has not exceeded one year. These permits are only transferable with the prior approval of 
the Building Official and any change in occupancy, operation, tenancy, or ownership shall 
require that a new permit be issued. 

2. IFC §105.3.1 is amended to read as follows: 

Comment [CES13]: To be deleted 
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Every permit issued under the provisions of this code, according to IFC Section §105, shall 
expire and become null and void, if the work authorized by such permit is not commenced 
within 180 days from the date of issuance of such permit, or if the work authorized by such 
permit is suspended or abandoned at any time after the work is commenced for a period of 
180 days. The fire code official (designated as the fire marshal) is authorized to grant, in 
writing, one or more extensions of time for a period not more than 180 days each, except 
that expiration and extension shall not apply to open burning permits. The extension shall 
be requested in writing and justifiable causes demonstrated. In the event of permit 
expiration, before such work can recommence, a new permit shall be first obtained to do so, 
and the fee therefor shall be one-half the amount required for a new permit for such work, 
provided no changes have been made or will be made in the original plans and specifications 
for such work; and provided further that such suspension or abandonment has not 
exceeded one year. An operational permit under the IFC shall remain in effect until reissued, 
renewed, or revoked or for such a period of time as specified in the permit. These permits 
are not transferable and any change in occupancy, operation, tenancy, or ownership shall 
require that a new permit be issued. 

B. Construction without Permit. 
1. The following paragraphs shall be added to IBC Section §114.1, IRC Section §R113.1, and IFC 

Section §1109.1: 
When construction and/or development has occurred on a site without a valid permit as 
required by this chapter, any and all permits or approvals issued by the County may be 
denied for that site until the issue has been resolved. In addition, prompt restoration of the 
site to its original condition will be required. The issuance or granting of a permit or 
approval of plans and specifications shall not be deemed or construed to be a permit for, or 
an approval of, any violation of any of the provisions of this code. No permit presuming to 
give authority to violate or cancel the provisions of this code shall be valid, except insofar as 
the work or use for which it authorizes is lawful. The issuance or granting of a permit or 
approval of plans shall not prevent the Director of Planning & Development Services, the 
Building Official, the Fire Code Official, or any administrator who has been granted authority 
by the Director from thereafter requiring the correction of errors in said plans and 
specifications or from preventing construction operations being carried on thereunder when 
in violation of this code or of any other ordinance or from revoking any certificate of 
approval when issued in error. 

2. The following paragraph shall be added to IBC Section 114.1, IRC Section R113.1, and IFC Section 
109.1: 
When construction, development, modification, or any changes to a structure have taken 
place without a valid permit as required by this chapter, the County may, at its discretion 
and as it deems necessary for compliance, require the structure to be restored to its original 
construction/condition. This may include, but is not limited to, complete or partial 
demolition of the structure or remodel; removal of framed walls or other structural 
components; electrical systems and/or components; cabinets, doors, countertops, fixtures, 
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drywall; plumbing and/or plumbing fixtures; applicable appliances. Time lines required to 
restore the structure to its original condition shall be at the discretion of the County. 

C. Stop Work Orders. 
1. IBC Sections §115 of the IBC, IRC §R114 of the IRC, and IFC §1121 of the IFC are amended to 

read as follows: 
In the event any person, firm, partnership, corporation or other entity violates any provision 
of this ordinance or any code adopted by this ordinance, the County may issue a notice of 
violation, to be delivered to the owner, operator, or their agent, or to be conspicuously 
posted at the site. In a non-emergency situation, such notice may include notice of the 
intent to issue a stop work order no less than 10 calendar days following the receipt of the 
notice, and provide for an administrative pre-deprivation hearing within 10 calendar days of 
notice/order. In an emergency situation where there is a significant threat to public safety 
or the environment, the County may issue a stop work order. The stop work order shall 
include, in writing, the right to request an administrative post-deprivation hearing within 72 
hours following receipt of the stop work order. Failure to comply with the stop work order 
shall be a gross misdemeanor punishable upon conviction by a minimum fine of $500.00 up 
to a maximum fine of $1,000.00 or one year in jail, or both. Under no circumstance may the 
court defer or suspend any portion of the minimum $500.00 fine for any conviction under 
this section. Each day or part thereof of noncompliance with said order to stop work shall 
constitute a separate offense. 

D. Violation Deemed Misdemeanor. 
1. IBC Sections §114 of the IBC, IRC §R113 of the IRC, and IFC §1109 of the IFC are amended to 

read as follows: 
Except as specified below, aAny violation of the provisions of the International Building, Fire, 
Residential or other related codes as herein adopted is a misdemeanor. Any person, firm or 
corporation violating any of the provisions of this code or failing to comply with any of the 
requirements thereof or who shall erect, install, alter, repair or do work in violation of the 
approved construction documents, directives or conditions of the Building Official or the 
Fire Code Official or the Director of Planning and Development Services or of a permit or 
certification used under provisions of this code, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, punishable 
by a fine of not more than $1,000.00 dollars or by imprisonment not exceeding 90 days, or 
both such fine and imprisonment. Each day that a violation continues after due notice has 
been served shall be deemed a separate offense. 

EXCEPTION: The Violations of International Fire CodeIFC Section §307 (Open Burning and 
Recreational Fires) shall constitute Class 1 civil infractions pursuant to RCW 7.80.120. The 
maximum penalty and the default amount for such violations shall be consistent with Chapter 
7.80 RCW. All violations shall be heard and determined in accordance with the system 
established in Chapter 7.80 RCW. After having been found to have committed two successive 
infractions for violations of the same provision of this title on the same property, any person, 
firm, or corporation who continues to violate this title in the same manner on the same 
property shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of not more than $1,000.00 or 
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by imprisonment not exceeding 90 days, or both such fines and imprisonment. Each day that a 
violation continues after due notice has been served shall be deemed a separate offense. 

E. Notice of Violations. 
1. IFC Section §1109.3 of the IFC is amended to read as follows: 

When the Fire Code Official, referred to as the Fire Marshal, finds a building, premises, 
vehicle, storage facility or outdoor area that is in violation of this code, the fire code official 
is authorized to prepare a written notice of violation describing the conditions deemed 
unsafe. When immediate compliance is not possible, a time shall be specified for re-
inspection. In special situations citations could be issued to individuals violating this code. 

F. Civil Penalty. 
1. Any person, firm, partnership, corporation or other entity violating any of the provisions of this 

chapter, or of the codes adopted by reference by this chapter, shall be deemed guilty of a civil 
offense and each day during which such violation is continued or committed shall constitute a 
separate offense, and shall be fined not more than $1,000 for each offense. The penalty 
provided in this section shall be imposed by a notice in writing and delivered by personal service 
to the owner, the owner’s agent, the operator and/or violator, and/or sent by certified mail, 
and/or be conspicuously posted at the site. The notice shall include the amount of the penalty 
imposed and shall describe the violation with reasonable particularity in ordering the act(s) 
constituting the violation(s) to cease and desist or, in appropriate cases, requiring necessary 
corrective action to be taken within a specific and reasonable time. The notice may 
simultaneously accompany a notice of penalty. 

2. Within 30 days after the notice is received, the person incurring the penalty may apply in writing 
to the Building Official for remission or mitigation of such penalty. Upon receipt of the 
application, said department may remit or mitigate the penalty upon whatever terms the 
department in its discretion deems proper.  

3. The final decision of the Building Official, fire code officialFire Marshal, or the Director of 
Planning and Development Services on mitigation or revision shall be reviewed by the County 
Council, if the person being penalized files a written appeal therewith of said decision, within 10 
days of its issuance. The decision of the County Council regarding the penalty imposed shall be 
final. 

2.4. A fee, as established in the Unified Fee Schedule, shall be paid to the County Council office upon 
filing of such an appeal. This fee shall not apply to appeals initiated by a County department. If 
an appellant prevails in an appeal of final decisions of the Building Official, Fire Code Official, or 
the Director of Planning and Development Services, on mitigation or revision of the penalty to 
the County Council, the appellant’s appeal fees shall be refunded. 

3.5. In addition to the civil penalties described above, the Prosecuting Attorney may in his discretion 
bring such injunctive, declaratory, or other actions as deemed necessary to ensure that 
violations of this chapter are prevented or cease, and to otherwise enforce the provisions of this 
chapter.  

G. 15.04.060 Fee. 

430



Exhibit A: 2018 Building Codes Update  October 28, 2020 
 

38 
 

A fee, as established in the Unified Fee Schedule, shall be paid to the County Council office upon filing of 
an appeal authorized by WCC 15.04.050(F)(2). This fee shall not apply to appeals initiated by a County 
department. 

If an appellant prevails in an appeal of final decisions of the Building Official, Fire Code Official, or the 
Director of Planning and Development Services, on mitigation or revision of the penalty to the County 
Council, the appellant’s appeal fees shall be refunded. 
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COUNTY COUNCIL

Clerk's note: Councilmembers and staff realized while starting the Public Hearing item that the Legislative Information 

Center recording was not functioning correctly so they paused the meeting then resumed after the technical issues had 

been resolved. After reconvening the meeting, Council Chair Buchanan went back to items for which Council action 

was taken and the Council considered and voted on those items again. This included two motions from Committee of 

the Whole Executive Session and the Minutes Consent items. 

They did not repeat the Executive's Report but that report can be heard in the original audio recording which can be 

accessed as a link in the Meeting Details on the Legislative Information Center.

CALL TO ORDER

Council Chair Barry Buchanan called the meeting to order at 6 p.m. in a 

virtual meeting.

ROLL CALL

Rud Browne, Barry Buchanan, Tyler Byrd, Carol Frazey, Ben Elenbaas, Kathy 

Kershner, and Todd Donovan

Present: 7 - 

Absent: None

Councilmembers observed a moment of silence for the loss of life at the nation's Capital.

FLAG SALUTE

COUNTY EXECUTIVE'S REPORT

Satpal Sidhu, County Executive, read a statement in response to the recent 

events at the United States Capital building in Washington D.C. and then a 

statement about 2020 County financial highlights and reports.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

(FROM COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE EXECUTIVE SESSION)

Buchanan reported on the reorganization of the Council in the Special 

Council meeting earlier. He then reported on the discussion from 

Committee of the Whole Executive Session.

Donovan read and made the following motion:

The County Council met in executive session concerning the lawsuit 

El-Tahel v. Whatcom County, et al., US District Court for the Western 

District of Washington No. 2:20-cv-0830.  Pursuant to Whatcom County 

Code 2.56, the Council hereby finds the following: 

A. Adam Miller was not acting in a matter in which the county had an 

interest;

B. Adam Miller was not acting in the discharge of a duty imposed or 
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authorized by law; 

C. Adam Miller did not act in good faith.

The Council has reviewed the facts of this case in detail. The Council finds 

that Adam Miller’s actions were not taken in matter in which the County had 

an interest, nor was he actioning in the discharge of a duty imposed or 

authorized by law. Adam Miller acted in bad faith, and outside of the scope 

of his employment with Whatcom County. Adam Miller will not be 

defended and indemnified pursuant to and consistent with the provisions in 

WCC Chapter 2.56.

The motion was seconded by Frazey.

The motion carried 7-0 (This vote was taken again after reconvening the 

meeting). 

Browne read and made the following motion:

The County Council met in executive session concerning the lawsuit 

El-Tahel v. Whatcom County, et al., US District Court for the Western 

District of Washington No. 2:20-cv-0830.  Pursuant to Whatcom County 

Code 2.56, the Council hereby finds the following: 

A. Bill Elfo was acting in a matter in which the county had an interest;

B. Bill Elfo was acting in the discharge of a duty imposed or authorized by 

law; 

C. Bill Elfo acted in good faith.

The Council has reviewed the facts of this case in detail. As the elected 

official responsible for hiring, supervision and management of Sheriff’s 

Deputies Bill Elfo was named as defendant in the aforementioned lawsuit. 

The Council finds that Bill Elfo acted in earnest in regard to this matter, and 

the Sheriff’s Office diligently pursued the investigation of this matter at all 

times. Bill Elfo took every action possible to further the investigation of 

Adam Miller’s conduct in regard to this matter. As facts were discovered by 

the Sheriff’s Office Bill Elfo took every appropriate action available under 

the law. Including but not limited to: internal investigation, referral of the 

investigation to outside police authorities, support of criminal action 

against Adam Miller, and termination of Adam Miller from the employment 

of the Whatcom County Sheriff’s Office. Bill Elfo will be defended and 

indemnified pursuant to and consistent with the provisions in WCC Chapter 

2.56. 

The motion was seconded by Donovan.
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The motion carried 7-0 (This vote was taken again after reconvening the 

meeting).

MINUTES CONSENT

Donovan moved to accept the minutes consent items. The motion was seconded by Frazey. The motion carried 7-0* 

(This vote was taken again after reconvening the meeting).

*The motions and votes are not noted on the individual files in this section. They are noted on the files after the

meeting was paused and then reconvened below.

1. MIN2020-118 Committee of the Whole for November 24, 2020

2. MIN2020-119 Regular County Council for November 24, 2020

3. MIN2020-120 Health Board for December 1, 2020

4. MIN2020-121 Committee of the Whole for December 8, 2020

5. MIN2020-122 Regular County Council for December 8, 2020

6. MIN2021-001 Special Council  - Governor’s Point for December 17, 2020

PUBLIC HEARINGS

1. AB2020-553 Ordinance granting City of Lynden a non-exclusive franchise for an industrial

condensate pipeline

Catherine Moore, Attorney for the City of Lynden, briefed the 

Councilmembers and answered questions.

Byrd moved to postpone this item until technical issues can be resolved.

Dana Brown-Davis, Clerk of the Council, suggested that they take a break to 

see if it can be resolved.

Karen Frakes, Prosecuting Attorney's Office, agreed that they needed to 

break.

Councilmembers concurred. 

Clerk's note: It was at this point, before a public hearing was held and before any vote on the Public Hearing item, that 

the meeting was paused. The items below reflect the discussion that took place once the technical issues were 

resolved.

MEETING RECONVENED AFTER A PAUSE
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Buchanan reconvened the meeting.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

(FROM COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE EXECUTIVE SESSION)

*The motions and votes were done again after the meeting was paused and 

then reconvened (see below).

Donovan read and made the following motion:

The County Council met in executive session concerning the lawsuit 

El-Tahel v. Whatcom County, et al., US District Court for the Western 

District of Washington No. 2:20-cv-0830.  Pursuant to Whatcom County 

Code 2.56, the Council hereby finds the following: 

A. Adam Miller was not acting in a matter in which the county had an 

interest;

B. Adam Miller was not acting in the discharge of a duty imposed or 

authorized by law; 

C. Adam Miller did not act in good faith.

The Council has reviewed the facts of this case in detail. The Council finds 

that Adam Miller’s actions were not taken in matter in which the County had 

an interest, nor was he actioning in the discharge of a duty imposed or 

authorized by law. Adam Miller acted in bad faith, and outside of the scope 

of his employment with Whatcom County. Adam Miller will not be 

defended and indemnified pursuant to and consistent with the provisions in 

WCC Chapter 2.56.

The motion was seconded by Frazey.

The motion carried by the following vote:

Aye: 7 - Browne, Buchanan, Byrd, Donovan, Elenbaas, Frazey, and Kershner

Nay: 0 

Browne read and made the following motion:

The County Council met in executive session concerning the lawsuit 

El-Tahel v. Whatcom County, et al., US District Court for the Western 

District of Washington No. 2:20-cv-0830.  Pursuant to Whatcom County 

Code 2.56, the Council hereby finds the following: 

A. Bill Elfo was acting in a matter in which the county had an interest;

B. Bill Elfo was acting in the discharge of a duty imposed or authorized by 

law; 

C. Bill Elfo acted in good faith.
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The Council has reviewed the facts of this case in detail. As the elected 

official responsible for hiring, supervision and management of Sheriff’s 

Deputies Bill Elfo was named as defendant in the aforementioned lawsuit. 

The Council finds that Bill Elfo acted in earnest in regard to this matter, and 

the Sheriff’s Office diligently pursued the investigation of this matter at all 

times. Bill Elfo took every action possible to further the investigation of 

Adam Miller’s conduct in regard to this matter. As facts were discovered by 

the Sheriff’s Office Bill Elfo took every appropriate action available under 

the law. Including but not limited to: internal investigation, referral of the 

investigation to outside police authorities, support of criminal action 

against Adam Miller, and termination of Adam Miller from the employment 

of the Whatcom County Sheriff’s Office. Bill Elfo will be defended and 

indemnified pursuant to and consistent with the provisions in WCC Chapter 

2.56. 

The motion was seconded by Donovan.

The motion carried by the following vote:

Aye: 7 - Buchanan, Byrd, Donovan, Elenbaas, Frazey, Kershner, and Browne

Nay: 0

MINUTES CONSENT

Donovan moved to accept the minutes consent items. The motion was 

seconded by Frazey (see votes on individual items below).

1. MIN2020-118 Committee of the Whole for November 24, 2020

Donovan moved and Frazey seconded that the Minutes Consent be 

APPROVED BY CONSENT. The motion carried by the following vote:

Aye: Browne, Buchanan, Byrd, Frazey, Elenbaas, Kershner, and Donovan7 - 

Nay: 0   

Absent: 0   

2. MIN2020-119 Regular County Council for November 24, 2020

Donovan moved and Frazey seconded that the Minutes Consent be 

APPROVED BY CONSENT. The motion carried by the following vote:

Aye: Browne, Buchanan, Byrd, Frazey, Elenbaas, Kershner, and Donovan7 - 

Nay: 0   

Absent: 0   

3. MIN2020-120 Health Board for December 1, 2020
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Donovan moved and Frazey seconded that the Minutes Consent be 

APPROVED BY CONSENT. The motion carried by the following vote:

Aye: Browne, Buchanan, Byrd, Frazey, Elenbaas, Kershner, and Donovan7 - 

Nay: 0   

Absent: 0   

4. MIN2020-121 Committee of the Whole for December 8, 2020

Donovan moved and Frazey seconded that the Minutes Consent be 

APPROVED BY CONSENT. The motion carried by the following vote:

Aye: Browne, Buchanan, Byrd, Frazey, Elenbaas, Kershner, and Donovan7 - 

Nay: 0   

Absent: 0   

5. MIN2020-122 Regular County Council for December 8, 2020

Donovan moved and Frazey seconded that the Minutes Consent be 

APPROVED BY CONSENT. The motion carried by the following vote:

Aye: Browne, Buchanan, Byrd, Frazey, Elenbaas, Kershner, and Donovan7 - 

Nay: 0   

Absent: 0   

6. MIN2021-001 Special Council  - Governor’s Point for December 17, 2020

Donovan moved and Frazey seconded that the Minutes Consent be 

APPROVED BY CONSENT. The motion carried by the following vote:

Aye: Browne, Buchanan, Byrd, Frazey, Elenbaas, Kershner, and Donovan7 - 

Nay: 0   

Absent: 0   

PUBLIC HEARINGS

1. AB2020-553 Ordinance granting City of Lynden a non-exclusive franchise for an industrial 

condensate pipeline

Catherine Moore, Attorney for the City of Lynden, briefed the 

Councilmembers and she and Andrew Hester, Public Works Department, 

answered questions.

Council staff played a short video on how to join the meeting to speak.
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Buchanan opened the Public Hearing and the following person spoke:

· Wendy Harris

Hearing no one else, Buchanan closed the Public Hearing.

Donovan moved that the item be referred to committee. The motion was 

seconded by Frazey.

Councilmembers discussed the item with Moore and the additional 

following people:

· Satpal Sidhu, County Executive

· Mark Sandal, City of Lynden

The motion to refer failed by the following vote:

Aye: 3 - Donovan, Frazey, and Buchanan

Nay: 4 - Elenbaas, Kershner, Browne, and Byrd

Elenbaas moved and Browne seconded that the Ordinance Requiring a Public 

Hearing be ADOPTED. The motion carried by the following vote:

Aye: Browne, Buchanan, Byrd, Frazey, Elenbaas, and Kershner6 - 

Nay: 0   

Absent: 0   

Abstain: Donovan1 - 

Enactment No: ORD 2021-001

OPEN SESSION (20 MINUTES)

Council staff played a short video about how to join the meeting to speak.

The following people spoke:

· Doug Gustafson

· Melissa Wisener

· Markis Dee Stidham

· Tom O'Breien

· Mary Stidham

· Wendy Harris

· Heather Katahdin

· Ashley Butenschoen
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Hearing no one else, Buchanan closed the Open Session.

CONSENT AGENDA

(From Council Finance and Administrative Services Committee)

Byrd reported on the Finance and Administrative Services Committee and 

moved that item numbers 1, 10, 17, and 19 be excluded from the consent 

vote and that item numbers 2-9, 11-16, 18, and 20-26 be approved by 

consent (see motions and votes on individual items below). Motions and 

votes on the excluded items follow the bulk of the approved consent items.

1. AB2020-591 Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into a contract between 

Whatcom County and Chuckanut Health Foundation to provide funding for the Health 

Department’s mobile syringe services program, in the amount of $20,000

See motion and vote on item below.

2. AB2020-592 Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into a contract amendment 

between Whatcom County and Compass Health to provide behavioral health services 

for adult inmates and juveniles involved in the court system in the amount of $572,717 

for a total amended contract amount of $2,439,780

Byrd moved that the Contract be AUTHORIZED BY CONSENT. The motion 

carried by the following vote:

Aye: Browne, Buchanan, Byrd, Frazey, Kershner, and Donovan6 - 

Nay: Elenbaas1 - 

Absent: 0   

3. AB2020-593 Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into a contract amendment 

between Whatcom County and Opportunity Council to provide housing case 

management services in the amount of $271,615 for a total amended contract amount 

of $1,865,647

Byrd moved that the Contract be AUTHORIZED BY CONSENT. The motion 

carried by the following vote:

Aye: Browne, Buchanan, Byrd, Frazey, Kershner, and Donovan6 - 

Nay: Elenbaas1 - 

Absent: 0   

4. AB2020-595 Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into a contract amendment 

between Whatcom County and Lydia Place to provide housing case management 

services in the amount of $159,267 for a total amended contract amount of $897,067
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Byrd moved that the Contract be AUTHORIZED BY CONSENT. The motion 

carried by the following vote:

Aye: Browne, Buchanan, Byrd, Frazey, Kershner, and Donovan6 - 

Nay: Elenbaas1 - 

Absent: 0   

5. AB2020-596 Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into a contract amendment 

between Whatcom County and Catholic Community Services to provide housing case 

management services in the amount of $157,567 for a total amended contract amount 

of $1,207,157

Byrd moved that the Contract be AUTHORIZED BY CONSENT. The motion 

carried by the following vote:

Aye: Browne, Buchanan, Byrd, Frazey, Kershner, and Donovan6 - 

Nay: Elenbaas1 - 

Absent: 0   

6. AB2020-597 Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into a contract amendment 

between Whatcom County and Northwest Youth Services to provide housing case 

management services in the amount of $134,371 for a total amended contract amount 

of $958,340

Byrd moved that the Contract be AUTHORIZED BY CONSENT. The motion 

carried by the following vote:

Aye: Browne, Buchanan, Byrd, Frazey, Kershner, and Donovan6 - 

Nay: Elenbaas1 - 

Absent: 0   

7. AB2020-600 Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into an interlocal agreement 

between Whatcom County and Birch Bay Chamber of Commerce for the purposes 

of tourism marketing and operations, in the amount of $100,000

Byrd moved that the Contract be AUTHORIZED BY CONSENT. The motion 

carried by the following vote:

Aye: Browne, Buchanan, Byrd, Frazey, Kershner, and Donovan6 - 

Nay: Elenbaas1 - 

Absent: 0   

8. AB2020-601 Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into a contract between 

Whatcom County and Mount Baker Foothills Chamber of Commerce for tourism 
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marketing and operations, in the amount of $100,000

Byrd moved that the Contract be AUTHORIZED BY CONSENT. The motion 

carried by the following vote:

Aye: Browne, Buchanan, Byrd, Frazey, Kershner, and Donovan6 - 

Nay: Elenbaas1 - 

Absent: 0   

9. AB2021-001 Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into a contract amendment 

between Whatcom County and Northwest Youth Services to provide reimbursement 

for COVID-19 related operations and prevention expenditures in the amount of 

$58,025 for a total amended contract amount of $111,816

Byrd moved that the Contract be AUTHORIZED BY CONSENT. The motion 

carried by the following vote:

Aye: Browne, Buchanan, Byrd, Frazey, Kershner, and Donovan6 - 

Nay: Elenbaas1 - 

Absent: 0   

10. AB2021-002 Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into a contract amendment 

between Whatcom County and Lara Welker Consulting to provide coordination and 

facilitation to the COVID-19 Community Healthcare Coalition in the amount of 

$25,000 for a total amended contract amount of $50,000

See motion and vote on item below.

11. AB2021-003 Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into a contract between 

Whatcom County and Washington State Military Department to sustain and enhance 

Sheriff’s Office Division of Emegency Management programs, in the amount of 

$74,150

Byrd moved that the Contract be AUTHORIZED BY CONSENT. The motion 

carried by the following vote:

Aye: Browne, Buchanan, Byrd, Frazey, Kershner, and Donovan6 - 

Nay: Elenbaas1 - 

Absent: 0   

12. AB2021-004 Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into a contract amendment 

between Whatcom County and Sun Community Services for operation and 

maintenance of Sun House, in the amount of $340,395 for a total amended contract 

amount of $911,665
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Byrd moved that the Contract be AUTHORIZED BY CONSENT. The motion 

carried by the following vote:

Aye: Browne, Buchanan, Byrd, Frazey, Kershner, and Donovan6 - 

Nay: Elenbaas1 - 

Absent: 0   

13. AB2021-006 Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into a building lease 

agreement between Whatcom County and Washington State Department of Natural 

Resources (DNR will pay $991.50 in rent and an additional $240 for janitorial 

services provided by the county), for a total amount  of $1,231.50 paid by DNR per 

month

Byrd moved that the Interlocal be AUTHORIZED BY CONSENT. The 

motion carried by the following vote:

Aye: Browne, Buchanan, Byrd, Frazey, Kershner, and Donovan6 - 

Nay: Elenbaas1 - 

Absent: 0   

14. AB2021-009 Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into an agreement with the 

University of Washington for access and installation of seismic monitoring equipment 

at South Fork Park

Byrd moved that the Interlocal be AUTHORIZED BY CONSENT. The 

motion carried by the following vote:

Aye: Browne, Buchanan, Byrd, Frazey, Kershner, and Donovan6 - 

Nay: Elenbaas1 - 

Absent: 0   

15. AB2021-010 Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into an interlocal agreement 

amendment between Whatcom County and Whatcom County Fire District 7 to 

provide COVID-19 testing in an estimated amount of $188,858 for a total estimated 

amended contract amount of $314,763

Byrd moved that the Interlocal be AUTHORIZED BY CONSENT. The 

motion carried by the following vote:

Aye: Browne, Buchanan, Byrd, Frazey, Kershner, and Donovan6 - 

Nay: Elenbaas1 - 

Absent: 0   

16. AB2021-011 Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into a contract between 
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Whatcom County and Washington State Military Department to obtain two All 

Hazard Alert Broadcast (AHAB) sirens, in the amount of $0

Byrd moved that the Contract be AUTHORIZED BY CONSENT. The motion 

carried by the following vote:

Aye: Browne, Buchanan, Byrd, Frazey, Kershner, and Donovan6 - 

Nay: Elenbaas1 - 

Absent: 0   

17. AB2021-014 Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into a contract amendment 

between Whatcom County and Pacific Security to provide security services at the 

COVID-19 Temporary Housing Facility in the amount of $43,547 for a total 

amended contract amount of $199,547

See motion and vote on item below.

18. AB2021-015 Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into a contract amendment 

between Whatcom County and Service Master Cleaning to provide cleaning services 

at the COVID-19 Temporary Housing Facility in the amount of $16,667 for a total 

amended contract amount of $166,667

Byrd moved that the Contract be AUTHORIZED BY CONSENT. The motion 

carried by the following vote:

Aye: Browne, Buchanan, Byrd, Frazey, Kershner, and Donovan6 - 

Nay: Elenbaas1 - 

Absent: 0   

19. AB2021-016 Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into a contract amendment 

between Whatcom County and Lighthouse Mission Ministries to provide oversight 

and assistance at the COVID-19 Temporary Housing Facility in the amount of 

$25,771 for a total amended contract amount of $373,214

See motion and vote on item below.

20. AB2021-017 Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into a contract amendment 

between Whatcom County and SeaMar Community Health Centers to provide 

oversight and assistance at the COVID-19 Temporary Housing Facility in the amount 

of $23,865 for a total amended contract amount of $262,516

Byrd moved that the Contract be AUTHORIZED BY CONSENT. The motion 

carried by the following vote:

Aye: Browne, Buchanan, Byrd, Frazey, Kershner, and Donovan6 - 
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Nay: Elenbaas1 - 

Absent: 0   

21. AB2021-020 Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into a contract amendment 

between Whatcom County and Northwest Workforce Council to provide 

reimbursement of wages and benefits for eligible temporary employees working in 

various COVID-related positions, in the estimated amount of $14,000 for a total 

estimated contract amount of $126,000

Byrd moved that the Contract be AUTHORIZED BY CONSENT. The motion 

carried by the following vote:

Aye: Browne, Buchanan, Byrd, Frazey, Kershner, and Donovan6 - 

Nay: Elenbaas1 - 

Absent: 0   

22. AB2021-021 Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into a contract between 

Whatcom County and Domestic Violence & Sexual Assault Services to support the 

Bellingham Whatcom County Commission Against Domestic Violence, in the amount 

of $120,000

Byrd moved that the Contract be AUTHORIZED BY CONSENT. The motion 

carried by the following vote:

Aye: Browne, Buchanan, Byrd, Frazey, Kershner, and Donovan6 - 

Nay: Elenbaas1 - 

Absent: 0   

23. AB2021-022 Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into a contract between 

Whatcom County and Bellingham Food Bank for the procurement, warehousing and 

distribution of food and other essentials to low and very low income families in the 

amount of $276,000

Byrd moved that the Contract be AUTHORIZED BY CONSENT. The motion 

carried by the following vote:

Aye: Browne, Buchanan, Byrd, Frazey, Kershner, and Donovan6 - 

Nay: Elenbaas1 - 

Absent: 0   

24. AB2021-023 Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into a contract between 

Whatcom County and the Northwest Regional Council in support of the Meals on 

Wheels program for two years in the amount of $120,000
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Byrd moved that the Contract be AUTHORIZED BY CONSENT. The motion 

carried by the following vote:

Aye: Browne, Buchanan, Byrd, Frazey, Kershner, and Donovan6 - 

Nay: Elenbaas1 - 

Absent: 0   

25. AB2021-024 Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into a contract amendment 

between Whatcom County and Brent Eyre, ASA for the purposes of legal counsel 

and consultation for property assessment appeals in the amount of $20,000 not to 

exceed a total of $55,000

Byrd moved that the Contract be AUTHORIZED BY CONSENT. The motion 

carried by the following vote:

Aye: Browne, Buchanan, Byrd, Frazey, Kershner, and Donovan6 - 

Nay: Elenbaas1 - 

Absent: 0   

26. AB2021-025 Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into a contract amendment 

between Whatcom County and Mark J. Maxwell to continue with the provision of 

legal representation for an additional amount of $20,000 in a total amount not to 

exceed $45,000

Byrd moved that the Contract be AUTHORIZED BY CONSENT. The motion 

carried by the following vote:

Aye: Browne, Buchanan, Byrd, Frazey, Kershner, and Donovan6 - 

Nay: Elenbaas1 - 

Absent: 0   

1. AB2020-591 Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into a contract between 

Whatcom County and Chuckanut Health Foundation to provide funding for the Health 

Department’s mobile syringe services program, in the amount of $20,000

Byrd reported for the Finance and Administrative Services Committee and 

moved that the Contract be authorized by consent.

Councilmembers discussed the motion and the program including it being a 

cost savings to the County, whether it is just a band-aid and not treating the 

root of the issue, the program being a gateway to connecting people to 

other available services, whether it is enabling as opposed to solving a 

problem, and being a harm-reduction program to keep people from using 

dirty needles and thus saving money in the long run.
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Byrd's motion that the Contract be AUTHORIZED BY CONSENT carried by 

the following vote:

Aye: Browne, Buchanan, Byrd, Frazey, Elenbaas, Kershner, and Donovan7 - 

Nay: 0   

Absent: 0   

10. AB2021-002 Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into a contract amendment 

between Whatcom County and Lara Welker Consulting to provide coordination and 

facilitation to the COVID-19 Community Healthcare Coalition in the amount of 

$25,000 for a total amended contract amount of $50,000

Byrd reported for the Finance and Administrative Services Committee and 

moved that the Contract be authorized by consent.

Councilmembers discussed the motion and the following staff answered 

questions:

· Tyler Schroeder, Executive's Office

Byrd's motion that the Contract be AUTHORIZED BY CONSENT carried by 

the following vote:

Aye: Browne, Buchanan, Byrd, Frazey, Elenbaas, Kershner, and Donovan7 - 

Nay: 0   

Absent: 0   

17. AB2021-014 Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into a contract amendment 

between Whatcom County and Pacific Security to provide security services at the 

COVID-19 Temporary Housing Facility in the amount of $43,547 for a total 

amended contract amount of $199,547

Byrd reported for the Finance and Administrative Services Committee and 

moved that the Contract be authorized by consent.

Councilmembers discussed the motion, the purpose of the security 

services, and why security is needed.

The following people answered questions:

· Tyler Schroeder, Executive's Office

· Satpal Sidhu, County Executive

· Karen Frakes, Prosecuting Attorney's Office

Browne moved to call the question and then withdrew his motion so they 
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could just vote on the item.

Byrd's motion that the Contract be AUTHORIZED BY CONSENT carried by 

the following vote:

Aye: Browne, Buchanan, Frazey, Elenbaas, Kershner, and Donovan6 - 

Nay: Byrd1 - 

Absent: 0   

19. AB2021-016 Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into a contract amendment 

between Whatcom County and Lighthouse Mission Ministries to provide oversight 

and assistance at the COVID-19 Temporary Housing Facility in the amount of 

$25,771 for a total amended contract amount of $373,214

Byrd reported for the Finance and Administrative Services Committee and 

moved that the Contract be authorized by consent.

Councilmembers discussed the motion and the following people answered 

questions about whether this funding is needed for the Lighthouse Mission 

to do the job, whether there would be another vendor to provide the service, 

and whether the county could move to the next phase for COVID-19 without 

the contract:

· Tyler Schroeder, Executive's Office

Byrd's motion that the Contract be AUTHORIZED BY CONSENT carried by 

the following vote:

Aye: Browne, Buchanan, Frazey, Elenbaas, Kershner, and Donovan6 - 

Nay: Byrd1 - 

Absent: 0   

OTHER ITEMS

(From Council Finance and Administrative Services Committee)

1. AB2020-598 Resolution reflecting the diversity of the County’s population by improving written 

accessibility

Byrd reported for the Finance and Administrative Services Committee and 

moved that the Resolution be APPROVED. The motion carried by the 

following vote:

Aye: Browne, Buchanan, Byrd, Frazey, Kershner, and Donovan6 - 

Nay: 0   
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Absent: 0   

Abstain: Elenbaas1 - 

Enactment No: RES 2021-001

2. AB2020-599 Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into a contract between 

Whatcom County and Bellingham Whatcom County Tourism for tourism marketing 

and operations in the amount of $290,000

Byrd reported for the Finance and Administrative Services Committee and 

moved that the Contract be AUTHORIZED. The motion carried by the 

following vote:

Aye: Browne, Buchanan, Byrd, Frazey, Elenbaas, Kershner, and Donovan7 - 

Nay: 0   

Absent: 0   

3. AB2021-008 Resolution requesting authorization to make an application and enter into a grant 

agreement with the Washington State Recreation and Conservation Office for 

development of Lake Whatcom Park trails

Byrd reported for the Finance and Administrative Services Committee and 

moved that the Resolution be approved.

Councilmembers discussed the motion and what they are authorizing in the 

Resolution.

Byrd's motion that the Resolution be APPROVED carried by the following 

vote:

Aye: Browne, Buchanan, Frazey, Elenbaas, Kershner, and Donovan6 - 

Nay: Byrd1 - 

Absent: 0   

Enactment No: RES 2021-002

(From Council Criminal Justice and Public Safety Committee)

4. AB2021-013 Resolution adopting Whatcom County policy on indigent defense per RCW 

10.101.030 and WCC 2.09

Buchanan reported for the Criminal Justice and Safety Committee and moved 

that the Resolution be APPROVED. The motion carried by the following 

vote:

Aye: Browne, Buchanan, Byrd, Frazey, Elenbaas, Kershner, and Donovan7 - 
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Nay: 0   

Absent: 0   

Enactment No: RES 2021-003

Councilmembers discussed the plan for how trails will be used in 

AB2021-008, providing a level of service for all users of the trails, and 

whether the actual trail plan will come back to the Council in the future.

(No Committee Assignment)

5. AB2021-026 Appointment of four members to serve on the 2021 Whatcom County Districting 

Committee (two from each major political party:  Whatcom County Republican Party 

nominees are Charlie Crabtree and Jeremiah Ramsey; Whatcom County Democratic 

Party nominees are Michael Estes and Stephen Jackson)

Donovan moved and Browne seconded that the nominees be appointed.

Councilmembers discussed the motion, that a fifth person (a districting 

master) will be appointed by the other four, and that the composition of the 

committee can be changed by changes to the Whatcom County Charter.

Donovan's motion that the Council Appointment be APPOINTED carried by 

the following vote:

Aye: Browne, Buchanan, Frazey, Elenbaas, Kershner, and Donovan6 - 

Nay: Byrd1 - 

Absent: 0   

6. AB2021-027 Approval of Water Work Session and Health Board meeting dates for 2021

Browne moved and Frazey seconded that the Request for Motion be 

APPROVED. The motion carried by the following vote:

Aye: Browne, Buchanan, Byrd, Frazey, Elenbaas, Kershner, and Donovan7 - 

Nay: 0   

Absent: 0   

COUNCIL APPOINTMENTS TO BOARDS, COMMISSIONS, AND COMMITTEES

Councilmembers discussed whether they would entertain late applicants.

Jill Nixon, Council Office staff, answered questions.

Browne moved to accept all late applicants. The motion was seconded by 

Elenbaas.
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Councilmembers discussed the motion and Dana Brown-Davis, Clerk of the 

Council, spoke about the deadline for the applications.

The motion carried by the following vote:

Aye: 6 - Donovan, Elenbaas, Frazey, Kershner, Browne, and Buchanan

Nay: 1 - Byrd

1. AB2021-030 Council appointment to fill vacancy on the Board of Equalization - Applicant(s): Sonja 

Merk and Peter Visser

Browne moved to nominate both applicants. The motion was seconded by 

Frazey.

Councilmembers discussed the motion.

Merk was appointed by the following vote:

Merk: 6 - Donovan, Frazey, Kershner, Browne, Buchanan, and Byrd

Visser: 1 - Elenbaas

Appointed Sonja Merk

2. AB2021-031 Council appointment to fill vacancies on the Business & Commerce Advisory 

Committee - Applicant(s): Brad Rader, Troy Muljat, Clark Campbell, Gail Buce, T. 

Todd Egland, Candice Leonard

Buchanan read the purpose of the Committee.

Kershner moved to appoint Brad Rader to the Agriculture position by 

acclamation. The motion was seconded by Elenbaas.

Councilmembers discussed the motion and Jill Nixon, Council Office staff, 

answered questions.

Elenbaas moved to amend the motion to appoint Rader to the Food 

Processing position instead of the Agriculture position. The motion was 

seconded by Browne.

The motion carried by the following vote:

Aye: 6 - Elenbaas, Frazey, Kershner, Browne, Buchanan, and Byrd 

Nay: 0

Abstain: 1 - Donovan

Byrd moved to appoint Gail Buce to the Agriculture position. The motion 

was seconded by Frazey.
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The motion carried by the following vote:

Aye: 5 - Frazey, Kershner, Browne, Buchanan, and Byrd 

Nay: 1 - Elenbaas

Abstain: 1 - Donovan

Byrd moved to move Gail Buce to the manufacturing position. The motion 

was seconded by Frazey.

Councilmembers discussed the motion.

The motion carried by the following vote:

Aye: 7 - Frazey, Kershner, Browne, Buchanan, Byrd, Donovan, and Elenbaas

Nay: 0

Frazey moved to appoint Clark Campbell to the Recreation position by 

acclamation. The motion was seconded by Buchanan.

The motion carried by the following vote:

Aye: 6 - Kershner, Browne, Buchanan, Byrd, Elenbaas, and Frazey

Nay: 0

Abstain: 1 - Donovan

Byrd moved to appoint Troy Muljat to the Other for Profit Position. The 

motion was seconded by Browne.  

Frazey moved to appoint Candace Leonard.

Councilmembers discussed how the motions should be made.

Buchanan moved to amend the motion to nominate all three applicants. The 

motion was seconded by Donovan.

Councilmembers discussed how to proceed with the motions on the table 

and the following people spoke about the language of the Whatcom County 

Code concerning appointing applicants:

· Dana Brown-Davis, Clerk of the Council

· Jill Nixon, Council Office Staff

· Karen Frakes, Prosecuting Attorney's Office 

Frakes stated she recommends they follow the code and nominate before 

they appoint.

Byrd stated that his motion to appoint Troy Muljat stands.
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Councilmembers discussed the motion.

Browne withdrew his second for Byrd's motion.

Nixon answered how many vacancies there are.

Frazey moved to nominate Candice Leonard. The motion was seconded by 

Donovan. 

Browne moved to nominate Troy Muljat. The motion was seconded by 

Buchanan.

Muljat was appointed by the following vote:

Muljat: 5 - Browne, Buchanan, Byrd, Elenbaas, and Kershner

Leonard: 2 - Donovan and Frazey

Appointed:

Food Processing: Brad Rader

Manufacturing: Gail Buce

Recreation: Clark Campbell

Other for Profit: Troy Muljat

3. AB2021-032 Council appointment to fill vacancies on the Climate Impact Advisory Committee - 

Applicant(s): Ellen Murphy, Katherine Kissinger, Licia Sahagun, Tracy Petroske, 

William Bethel, Eddy Ury, Imran Sheikh, Amanda Monthei, Fletcher Wilkinson, 

Ginny Broadhurst

Buchanan read the purpose of the Committee.

Browne moved to nominate all the applicants. The motion was seconded by 

Frazey.

The following applicants addressed the Councilmembers and answered 

questions: 

· Katherine Kissinger

· William Bethel

Kissinger, Murphy, Ury, Bethel, Sheikh, and Broadhurst were appointed by 

the following vote:

· Ellyn Murphy: 6 - Browne, Buchanan, Byrd, Donovan, Frazey, and 

Kershner

· Katherine Kissinger: 7 - Browne, Buchanan, Byrd, Donovan, 

Elenbaas, Frazey, and Kershner
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· Tracy Petroske: 2 - Frazey and Kershner

· William Bethel: 5 - Buchanan, Byrd, Elenbaas, Frazey, and Kershner

· Eddy Ury: 6 - Browne, Buchanan, Byrd, Donovan, Elenbaas, and 

Kershner

· Imran Sheikh: 4 - Browne, Buchanan, Donovan, and Frazey

· Ginny Broadhurst: 4 - Browne, Buchanan, Donovan, and Frazey

· Ray Kamada: 3 - Browne, Donovan, and Kershner

Licia Sahagun, Amanda Monthei, Fletcher Wilkinson, Hunter Hassig, and 

Irena Lambrou did not receive votes.

Appointed Katherine Kissinger, Ellyn Murphy, Eddy Ury, William Bethel, 

Imran Sheikh, and Ginny Broadhurst

4. AB2021-033 Council appointment to fill vacancies on the Flood Control Zone District Advisory 

Committee - Applicant(s): Jesse Clawson and Ron Bronsema (Council Acting as the 

Flood Control Zone District Board of Supervisors)

Special Districts

Browne moved to appoint both applicants (Ron Bronsema and Jeff DeJong) 

by acclamation. The motion was seconded by Donovan.

The motion carried by the following vote:

Aye: 7 - Byrd, Donovan, Elenbaas, Frazey, Kershner, Browne, and Buchanan 

Nay: 0

Impacted Cities

Frazey moved to nominate all three applicants (Jesse Clawson, John Perry, 

and Kyle Christensen). The motion was seconded by Browne. 

Perry and Christensen were appointed by the following vote:

Clawson: 1 - Frazey

Perry: 6 - Elenbaas, Kershner, Browne, Buchanan, Byrd, and Donovan

Christensen: 7 - Elenbaas, Frazey, Kershner, Browne, Buchanan, Byrd, and 

Donovan

Appointed:

Special Districts: Ron Bronsema and Jeff Dejong

Impacted Cities: John Perry and Kyle Christensen

7. AB2021-037 Council appointment to fill vacancies on the Planning Commission - Applicant(s): 

Kimberley Lund, Atul Deshmane, Stephen Jackson, and Candice Leonard

Buchanan started to discuss AB2021-037 then they realized that he had 

skipped two agenda items. He went to those items and returned to this item 

below.
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5. AB2021-034 Council appointment to fill vacancies on the Horticulture Pest and Disease Board - 

Applicant(s): Troy Kortus and John Grubb

Donovan moved and Buchanan seconded that both applicants be 

APPOINTED by acclamation. The motion carried by the following vote:

Aye: Browne, Buchanan, Byrd, Frazey, Elenbaas, Kershner, and Donovan7 - 

Nay: 0   

Absent: 0   

6. AB2021-036 Council appointment to fill vacancies on the Lummi Island Ferry Advisory Committee 

- Applicant(s): Jim Dickinson, Steven Lurenz, and Mike McKenzie

Frazey moved to nominate all three applicants. The motion was seconded 

by Elenbaas.

Dickinson and McKenzie were appointed by the following vote:

Dickinson: 5 - Kershner, Browne, Buchanan, Byrd, and Elenbaas 

Lurenz: 3 - Frazey, Buchanan, and Donovan

McKenzie: 6 - Frazey, Kershner, Browne, Byrd, Donovan, and Elenbaas

Appointed Jim Dickinson and Mike McKenzie

7. AB2021-037 Council appointment to fill vacancies on the Planning Commission - Applicant(s): 

Kimberley Lund, Atul Deshmane, Stephen Jackson, and Candice Leonard

Donovan moved to appoint Lund and Jackson to District 1 and District 4 

respectively by acclamation. The motion was seconded by Frazey.

Byrd stated that Donovan can not be the maker of the motion since he is 

from District 2. 

Buchanan moved to appoint Lund and Jackson to District 1 and District 4 

respectively by acclamation. The motion was seconded by Frazey.

The motion carried by the following vote: 

Aye: 6 - Kershner, Browne, Buchanan, Byrd, Donovan, and Frazey

Nay: 0

Abstain: 1 - Elenbaas

Byrd moved to nominate Candice Leonard for District 3. The motion was 

seconded by Donovan.

Browne nominated Atul Deshmane but could not do so because of the 

district he is in.
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Buchanan moved to nominate Atul Deshmane for District 3. The motion 

was seconded by Frazey.

Councilmembers discussed an email sent to Councilmembers by Candice 

Leonard and whether she is ineligible for the position because of a possible 

declaration of candidacy.

Jill Nixon, Council Staff, read language from the Whatcom County Code 

and the Revised Code of Washington regarding the issue.

Deshmane was appointed for District 3 by the following vote:

Deshmane: 4 - Browne, Buchanan, Donovan, and Frazey

Leonard: 3 - Byrd, Elenbaas, and Kershner

Appointed Atul Deshmane

8. AB2021-040 Council appointment to fill vacancies on the Portage Bay Shellfish Protection District 

Advisory Committee - Applicant(s):  Albert de Boer, Fred Likkel, and Christine 

Woodward

Frazey moved and Donovan seconded that the applicants be APPOINTED by 

acclamation. The motion carried by the following vote:

Aye: Browne, Buchanan, Byrd, Frazey, Elenbaas, Kershner, and Donovan7 - 

Nay: 0   

Absent: 0   

9. AB2021-043 Council appointment to fill vacancies on the Solid Waste Advisory Committee - 

Applicant(s):  Kevin Moore

Frazey moved and Donovan seconded that the applicant be APPOINTED. 

The motion carried by the following vote:

Aye: Browne, Buchanan, Byrd, Frazey, Elenbaas, Kershner, and Donovan7 - 

Nay: 0   

Absent: 0   

10. AB2021-044 Council appointment to fill vacancy on the Sumas/Everson/Nooksack Flood Subzone 

Advisory Committee - Applicant(s):  Aaron Kurashige (Council Acting as the Flood 

Control Zone District Board of Supervisors)

Donovan moved and Frazey seconded that the applicant be APPOINTED. 

The motion carried by the following vote:

Aye: Browne, Buchanan, Byrd, Frazey, Elenbaas, Kershner, and Donovan7 - 
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Nay: 0   

Absent: 0   

11. AB2021-045 Council appointment to fill vacancy on the Birch Bay Watershed and Aquatic 

Resource Management District (BBWARM) Advisory Committee - Applicant(s):  

Robert Shanabarger (Council Acting as the Flood Control Zone District Board of 

Supervisors)

Donovan moved and Buchanan seconded that the applicant be appointed.

Councilmembers discussed the motion.

Donovan's motion that the Council Appointment be APPOINTED carried by 

the following vote:

Aye: Browne, Buchanan, Byrd, Frazey, Elenbaas, Kershner, and Donovan7 - 

Nay: 0   

Absent: 0   

12. AB2021-046 Council appointment to fill vacancy on the Acme/VanZandt Flood Subzone Advisory 

Committee - Applicant(s):  Candice Leonard (Council Acting as the Flood Control 

Zone District Board of Supervisors)

Browne moved and Frazey seconded that the applicant be APPOINTED. The 

motion carried by the following vote:

Aye: Browne, Buchanan, Byrd, Frazey, Elenbaas, Kershner, and Donovan7 - 

Nay: 0   

Absent: 0   

ITEMS ADDED BY REVISION

There were no agenda items added by revision.

INTRODUCTION ITEMS

1. AB2021-018 Ordinance amending the 2021 Whatcom County Budget, request no. 2, in the amount 

of $5,839,516

Donovan moved and Browne seconded that the Ordinance be introduced.

Councilmembers discussed the motion.

Donovan's motion that the Ordinance be INTRODUCED carried by the 

following vote:

Aye: Browne, Buchanan, Frazey, Kershner, and Donovan5 - 
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Nay: Byrd, and Elenbaas2 - 

Absent: 0   

COMMITTEE REPORTS, OTHER ITEMS, AND COUNCILMEMBER UPDATES

Councilmembers gave committee reports and updates on recent activities 

and upcoming events.

Cathy Halka, Council Legislative Analyst, read into the record the statistics 

provided by the Health Department today about the chances of COVID-19 

exposure in various sizes of gatherings.

ADJOURN

The meeting adjourned at 11:12 p.m.

ATTEST:           

                                                                      WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL

                                                                      WHATCOM COUNTY, WA

______________________________              ___________________________

Dana Brown-Davis, Council Clerk                   Barry Buchanan, Council Chair

______________________________

Kristi Felbinger, Minutes Transcription
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Call To Order

Council Chair Barry Buchanan called the meeting to order at 10:30 a.m. in a 

virtual meeting.

Roll Call

Rud Browne, Barry Buchanan, Tyler Byrd, Todd Donovan, Ben Elenbaas, 

Carol Frazey and Kathy Kershner

Present: 7 - 

Absent: None

Water Resources Update

Gary Stoyka, Public Works Department, updated the Councilmembers on 

the following and answered questions:

· The adjudication and water settlement process: It was discussed at 

the December 17, 2020 Watershed Management Board meeting but 

a decision was not made to proceed with developing a framework for 

settlement. It will be discussed again at the February 18, 2021 

meeting. The County Executive made a request to the Governor for 

$400,000 to help with settlement-related talks and the Governor put 

$250,000 in his budget to go along with $1 million requested by the 

Department of Ecology. The Executive has been talking to water 

attorneys to possibly help with water settlement discussions and 

pre-settlement-discussion work.

· Projects currently underway, including the work on the regional 

water supply planning process, the Drainage Base Management 

project, the peer review of the groundwater model, and the Whatcom 

Conservation District’s domestic water use efficiency program for 

which a contract will be coming to the Council.

· Upcoming meetings of the Watershed Management Board, Planning 

Unit, and Lake Whatcom Policy Group

Lake Whatcom Monitoring and Modeling Update

Cathy Craver, Public Works Department, gave a presentation and answered 

questions.

Pollution Identification and Correction (PIC) Farm Incentives and Cost Share 

Program

The following people briefed the Councilmembers, presented on the 

Pollution Identification and Correction (PIC) Program, and answered 

questions:

· Erika Douglas, Public Works Department
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· Corina Cheever, Whatcom Conservation District

· Aneka Sweeney, Whatcom Conservation District

Items Added by Revision

There were no agenda items added by revision.

Other Business

There was no other business.

Adjournment

The meeting adjourned at 11:50 a.m.

ATTEST:           

                                                                      WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL

                                                                      WHATCOM COUNTY, WA

______________________________              ___________________________

Dana Brown-Davis, Council Clerk                   Barry Buchanan, Council Chair

______________________________

Kristi Felbinger, Minutes Transcription
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Whole-Executive Session

Committee Minutes - Draft Minutes

Call To Order

Council Chair Barry Buchanan called the meeting to order at 1:30 p.m. in a 

virtual meeting.

Roll Call

Rud Browne, Barry Buchanan, Tyler Byrd, Todd Donovan, Carol Frazey, Ben 

Elenbaas and Kathy Kershner

Present: 7 - 

Absent: None

Committee Discussion

Attorney Present: George Roche and Karen Frakes.

Buchanan stated that discussion of agenda item one may take place in 

executive session pursuant to RCW 42.30.110 (1)(i).  Executive session 

will conclude no later than 2:35 p.m. If the meeting extends beyond the 

stated conclusion time, Council staff will make a public announcement.

Donovan moved to go into executive session until no later than 2:35 p.m. to 

discuss the agenda items pursuant to the RCW citations as announced by the 

Council Chair. The motion was seconded by Browne. 

The motion carried by the following vote:

Aye: 7 - Frazey, Kershner, Browne, Buchanan, Byrd, Donovan, and Elenbaas

Nay: 0

1. AB2021-057 Discussion of pending litigation with Civil Deputy Prosecutors George Roche and 

Brandon Waldron: Petrogas v. Whatcom County Assessor, Washington Board of 

Tax Appeals Docket Nos. 17-002, 18-003, 18-004, 18 141, and 18-142. 

[Discussion of this item may take place in executive session (closed to the public) 

pursuant to RCW 42.30.110 (1)(i)]

This agenda item was DISCUSSED.

Items Added by Revision

There were no agenda items added by revision.

Other Business

There was no other business.

Adjournment

The meeting adjourned at 2:30 p.m.
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                                                                      WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL

                                                                      WHATCOM COUNTY, WA
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Dana Brown-Davis, Council Clerk                   Barry Buchanan, Council Chair
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Kristi Felbinger, Minutes Transcription
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Call To Order

Council Chair Barry Buchanan called the meeting to order at 3:20 p.m. in a 

virtual meeting.

Roll Call

Rud Browne, Barry Buchanan, Tyler Byrd, Todd Donovan, Carol Frazey, Ben 

Elenbaas and Kathy Kershner

Present: 7 - 

Absent: None

Committee Discussion

1. AB2020-219 Discussion and update on strategies and other items related to COVID-19 (Council 

and Health Board)

The following staff spoke, presented information about Shelter Bed 

Capacity in Whatcom County, and answered questions:

· Erika Lautenbach, Health Department Director

· Anne Deacon, Health Department

· Ann Beck, Health Department

Councilmembers requested more information from the Health Department 

to share with people and thanked them for their work.

Lautenbach briefed the Councilmembers on the current status of COVID-19 

vaccine planning and supply in Whatcom County and answered questions. 

Vaccine providers are ready but the vaccine supply has not been as much as 

requested or needed.

Councilmembers and Lautenbach discussed why the supply is low, 

addressing eligibility requirements for the vaccine, and using IT resources 

to create a scheduling tool which would take some pressure off the Health 

Department and other providers.

This agenda item was DISCUSSED.

Special Presentation

1. AB2021-072 Whatcom County Auditor to provide 2020 General Election review

Diana Bradrick, County Auditor, presented to the Councilmembers and 

answered questions about Whatcom County's elections process and steps 

the Auditor's Office takes to address potential election issues.

This agenda item was PRESENTED.
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Items Added by Revision

There were no agenda items added by revision.

Other Business

There was no other business.

Adjournment

The meeting adjourned at 4:45 p.m.

ATTEST:           

                                                                      WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL

                                                                      WHATCOM COUNTY, WA

______________________________              ___________________________

Dana Brown-Davis, Council Clerk                   Barry Buchanan, Council Chair

______________________________

Kristi Felbinger, Minutes Transcription
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COUNTY COUNCIL

CALL TO ORDER

Council Chair Barry Buchanan called the meeting to order at 6:02 p.m. in a 

virtual meeting.

ROLL CALL

Rud Browne, Barry Buchanan, Tyler Byrd, Carol Frazey, Ben Elenbaas, Kathy 

Kershner, and Todd Donovan

Present: 7 - 

Absent: None

FLAG SALUTE

ANNOUNCEMENTS

COUNTY EXECUTIVE'S REPORT

Satpal Sidhu, County Executive, stated he did not have a report.

MINUTES CONSENT

Donovan moved to accept the minutes consent items. The motion was 

seconded by Frazey (see votes on individual items below).

1. MIN2021-002 Committee of the Whole - Executive Session for January 12, 2021

Donovan moved and Frazey seconded that the Minutes Consent be 

APPROVED BY CONSENT. The motion carried by the following vote:

Aye: Browne, Buchanan, Byrd, Frazey, Elenbaas, Kershner, and Donovan7 - 

Nay: 0   

Absent: 0   

2. MIN2021-003 Committee of the Whole for January 12, 2021

Donovan moved and Frazey seconded that the Minutes Consent be 

APPROVED BY CONSENT. The motion carried by the following vote:

Aye: Browne, Buchanan, Byrd, Frazey, Elenbaas, Kershner, and Donovan7 - 

Nay: 0   

Absent: 0   

3. MIN2021-004 Special Council for January 12, 2021

Donovan moved and Frazey seconded that the Minutes Consent be 

APPROVED BY CONSENT. The motion carried by the following vote:
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Aye: Browne, Buchanan, Byrd, Frazey, Elenbaas, Kershner, and Donovan7 - 

Nay: 0   

Absent: 0   

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Browne addressed claims that there is an ordinance on the agenda tonight 

regarding masks and civil penalties. He stated there is not such an ordinance 

on the agenda and gave some background.

OPEN SESSION (20 MINUTES)

Council staff played a short video on how to speak at the meeting.

The following people spoke:

· Doris Smith

· Mary Gibb

· Sarah Hansen

· Markis Dee Stidham

· Larry McDonough

· Patrick Wakefield

· Jesse Thurston

· Chad Butenschoen

· Amelia Ireland

· Heather Katahdin

· Abie (last name not given)

· Nicole McDonald

· General Strike

· Eve Smason-Marcus

· Adah Stewart

· Mary Stidham

· Ebony Campbell

· Andrew Gustafson

· Nissa Smith

· Bruce Thames

· Speaker (Name not given)

· Larry McDonough

· Tami Dotkter

· Brel Froebe

· Jax Kiel
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· Emily Keogh

· Ian (last name not given)

· Melissa Wisener

· Shaina Flaherty

· Speaker (name not given)

· Emily Castle

· Tom O'Breien

· Jonah Lawhorn

· Sarah (last name not given)

· Shaina Flaherty (second time)

CONSENT AGENDA

(From Council Finance and Administrative Services Committee)

Browne reported for the Finance and Administrative Services Committee 

and moved to approve consent agenda items one through nine.

Elenbaas moved to amend the motion to consider each item separately. 

The motion was seconded by Byrd.

The motion to amend carried by the following vote:

Aye: 5 - Elenbaas, Frazey, Kershner, Buchanan, and Byrd

Nay: 1 - Donovan

Abstain: 1 - Browne

Dana Brown-Davis, Clerk of the Council, discussed the process with the 

Councilmembers.

1. AB2021-035 Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into a contract between 

Whatcom County and Whatcom Land Trust to monitor and enforce easements 

purchased through the Purchase of Development Rights Program

Browne moved that the Contract be AUTHORIZED BY CONSENT. The 

motion carried by the following vote:

Aye: Browne, Buchanan, Byrd, Frazey, Kershner, and Donovan6 - 

Nay: Elenbaas1 - 

Absent: 0   

2. AB2021-038 Request authorization to sign agreement with Washington State Recreation and 

Conservation Office in order to secure matching funds for the acquisition of an 

agricultural conservation easement on the Bishop-Jones property through the 

Purchase of Development Rights Program
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Browne moved that the Contract be AUTHORIZED BY CONSENT. The 

motion carried by the following vote:

Aye: Browne, Buchanan, Byrd, Frazey, Kershner, and Donovan6 - 

Nay: 0   

Absent: 0   

Abstain: Elenbaas1 - 

3. AB2021-039 Request authorization to sign agreement with Washington State Recreation and 

Conservation Office in order to secure matching funds for the acquisition of an 

agricultural conservation easement on the Rethlefsen property through the Purchase of 

Development Rights Program

Browne moved that the Contract be AUTHORIZED BY CONSENT. The 

motion carried by the following vote:

Aye: Browne, Buchanan, Byrd, Frazey, Kershner, and Donovan6 - 

Nay: 0   

Absent: 0   

Abstain: Elenbaas1 - 

4. AB2021-047 Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into an interlocal agreement 

between Whatcom County and the City of Everson for Jail Work Crew Services in 

the amount of $1,700.00

Browne moved that the Interlocal be AUTHORIZED BY CONSENT. The 

motion carried by the following vote:

Aye: Browne, Buchanan, Byrd, Frazey, Elenbaas, Kershner, and Donovan7 - 

Nay: 0   

Absent: 0   

5. AB2021-048 Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into an interlocal agreement 

between Whatcom County and Skagit County for Mini-Chain Services in the amount 

of $177,725.00

Browne moved that the Interlocal be AUTHORIZED BY CONSENT. The 

motion carried by the following vote:

Aye: Browne, Buchanan, Byrd, Frazey, Elenbaas, Kershner, and Donovan7 - 

Nay: 0   

Absent: 0   
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6. AB2021-055 Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into a contract between 

Whatcom County and Spiralfx Interactive LLC for Electronic Medical Records in the 

amount of $19,200.00

Browne moved that the Contract be AUTHORIZED BY CONSENT. The 

motion carried by the following vote:

Aye: Browne, Buchanan, Byrd, Frazey, Elenbaas, Kershner, and Donovan7 - 

Nay: 0   

Absent: 0   

7. AB2021-060 Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into a contract between 

Whatcom County and Wilson Engineering LLC to provide on-call professional land 

surveying services for 2021 in the amount not to exceed $100,000

Browne moved that the Contract be AUTHORIZED BY CONSENT. The 

motion carried by the following vote:

Aye: Browne, Buchanan, Byrd, Frazey, Elenbaas, Kershner, and Donovan7 - 

Nay: 0   

Absent: 0   

8. AB2021-061 Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into an interlocal amendment 

between Whatcom County and Bellingham Fire Department to add the budget for 

2021 and 2022 to support two Community Paramedics for an additional $709,610 

and not to exceed a total of $1,030,665

The following people answered questions about the funding for this item, 

what the money would be spent on otherwise, whether the program is 

county-wide, the goals of the Emergency Medical Services (EMS) levy, and 

whether the current levy rate would have to be increased to fund a fifth unit.

· Mike Hilley, Emergency Medical Services (EMS) Manager

· Tyler Schroeder, Executive's Office

Browne moved that the Interlocal be AUTHORIZED BY CONSENT. The 

motion carried by the following vote:

Aye: Browne, Buchanan, Frazey, Elenbaas, Kershner, and Donovan6 - 

Nay: Byrd1 - 

Absent: 0   

9. AB2021-062 Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into a contract amendment 

between Whatcom County and Eltec Systems LLC for Elevator Inspections, 

Maintenance and Repairs
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Browne moved that the Contract be AUTHORIZED BY CONSENT. The 

motion carried by the following vote:

Aye: Browne, Buchanan, Byrd, Frazey, Elenbaas, Kershner, and Donovan7 - 

Nay: 0   

Absent: 0   

OTHER ITEMS

(From Council Natural Resources Committee)

1. AB2021-029 Resolution affirming the PDR Oversight Committee ranking and authorizing Whatcom 

County Purchase and Development Rights Program Administrator and Whatcom 

County Executive to proceed with the acquisition of conservation easements on the 

Lakeland Foundation, Jones-Bishop, Martin, VanderWerff, Kiera-Duffy Forestry, 

and Kiera-Duffy Ecological applications

Donovan reported for the Natural Resources Committee and moved that the 

Resolution be APPROVED.

Councilmembers discussed the motion, whether the program preserves 

agriculture in the long run, and the current ranking mechanism.

Donovan's motion that the Resolution be APPROVED carried by the 

following vote:

Aye: Browne, Buchanan, Frazey, Kershner, and Donovan5 - 

Nay: Byrd1 - 

Absent: 0   

Abstain: Elenbaas1 - 

Enactment No: RES 2021-004

(From Council Finance and Administrative Services Committee)

Dana Brown-Davis, Clerk of the Council, answered why the items from the 

Natural Resources Committee come in between items from the Finance and 

Administrative Services Committee.

2. AB2020-587 Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into a three-year agreement, 

using the National Association of State Procurement Officials ValuePoint Master 

Agreement #AR2474 and State of Washington Participating Addendum #05116, 

between Whatcom County and CenturyLink Communications, LLC for 

telecommunications trunk line services, in the amount of $106,127.17

Browne moved that the Contract be AUTHORIZED. The motion carried by 

Page 6Whatcom County Printed on 2/1/2021

479

http://whatcom.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=15097
http://whatcom.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=15043


January 26, 2021Council Minutes - Draft Minutes

the following vote:

Aye: Browne, Buchanan, Frazey, Kershner, and Donovan5 - 

Nay: Byrd, and Elenbaas2 - 

Absent: 0   

3. AB2021-018 Ordinance amending the 2021 Whatcom County Budget, request no. 2, in the amount 

of $5,839,516

Tyler Schroeder, Executive's Office, answered questions.

Browne moved that the SUBSTITUTE Ordinance be ADOPTED. The motion 

carried by the following vote:

Aye: Browne, Buchanan, Frazey, Kershner, and Donovan5 - 

Nay: Byrd, and Elenbaas2 - 

Absent: 0   

Enactment No: ORD 2021-002

4. AB2021-041 Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into a grant agreement 

between Whatcom County and the Washington State Department of Commerce for 

an additional attorney to assist in handling deferred cases as a result of the 

coronavirus, in the amount of $238,417.00

Browne moved that the Contract be AUTHORIZED. The motion carried by 

the following vote:

Aye: Browne, Buchanan, Byrd, Frazey, Elenbaas, Kershner, and Donovan7 - 

Nay: 0   

Absent: 0   

5. AB2021-050 Resolution accepting the Treasurer’s list of petitions for property tax refunds, 

consistent with RCW 84.69.020

Browne moved that the SUBSTITUTE Resolution be APPROVED. The 

motion carried by the following vote:

Aye: Browne, Buchanan, Byrd, Frazey, Elenbaas, Kershner, and Donovan7 - 

Nay: 0   

Absent: 0   

Enactment No: RES 2021-005

6. AB2021-054 Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into a contract amendment 

between Whatcom County and Service Master Cleaning to provide cleaning services 
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at the COVID-19 Temporary Housing Facility in the amount of $168,333 for a total 

amended contract amount of $335,000

Browne moved that the Contract be AUTHORIZED. The motion carried by 

the following vote:

Aye: Browne, Buchanan, Frazey, Kershner, and Donovan5 - 

Nay: Byrd, and Elenbaas2 - 

Absent: 0   

7. AB2021-063 Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into an interlocal agreement 

between Whatcom County and Whatcom Conservation District for the Enhanced 

Whatcom Water Alliance Program, in the amount of $50,000 (County acting as the 

Whatcom County Flood Control Zone District Board of Supervisors)

Browne moved that the Contract (FCZDBS) be AUTHORIZED. The motion 

carried by the following vote:

Aye: Browne, Buchanan, Byrd, Frazey, Elenbaas, Kershner, and Donovan7 - 

Nay: 0   

Absent: 0   

(No Committee Assignment)

8. AB2021-028 Reorganization of the Whatcom County Council for 2021

Donovan moved to nominate himself for the optional Alternate WSAC 

Board Member. The motion was seconded by Kershner.

The motion carried by the following vote:

Aye: 7 - Browne, Buchanan, Donovan, Frazey, and Kershner

Nay: 1 - Elenbaas

Abstain: 1 - Byrd

Kershner moved to nominate herself to the Intergovernmental Tribal 

Relations Committee. The motion was seconded by Buchanan.

Elenbaas stated he would like to do it too.

Kershner withdrew her motion. 

Buchanan withdrew his second and moved to nominate Elenbaas. The 

motion was seconded by Kershner.

The motion carried by the following vote:
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Aye: 6 - Buchanan, Donovan, Elenbaas, Frazey, Kershner, and Browne

Nay: 0

Abstain: 1 - Byrd

The positions were APPOINTED as follows:

Appointed Donovan to optional Alternate WSAC Board Member

Appointed Elenbaas to Intergovernmental Tribal Relations Committee

COUNCIL APPOINTMENTS TO BOARDS, COMMISSIONS, AND COMMITTEES

1. AB2021-056 Council appointment to fill vacancy on the Surface Mining Advisory Committee - 

Applicant(s):  Candice Leonard

Jill Nixon, Council Office staff, answered questions.

Kershner moved and Frazey seconded that Candace Leonard be 

APPOINTED to the following position: A citizen who lives in close 

proximity to active mining or mineral overlay areas.

Councilmembers discussed the motion.

Kershner's motion that Candace Leonard be APPOINTED carried by the 

following vote:

Aye: Browne, Buchanan, Frazey, Kershner, and Donovan5 - 

Nay: Byrd, and Elenbaas2 - 

Absent: 0   

AB2021-068 Council appointment to fill vacancies on the Child and Family Well-Being Task Force 

- Applicant(s): Debbie Ahl, Jenifer Barcott, Chris Cochran, Clara Cunningham, Jen 

Curlett, Ray Deck III, Jamie Desmul, Tilda Doughty, Mike Ford, Urvasi Graham, 

Anne Granberg, Jodi Greene, Alicia Hanning, Melissa Isenhart, Julee Johnson, Mara 

Kelley, Sarah Kidd, Monika Mahal, Tamara Mattson, Jean McMahon, Brian Nelson, 

Katherine Orlowski, Pauline Owen, Elizabeth Page, Rosalva Santos-Guzman, Abby 

Smith, Erin Smith, Alisha Spencer, Liz Stuart, Tess Tessler, Ann M. Welch

Byrd moved to hold the item for two weeks. The motion was seconded by 

Elenbaas. 

Councilmembers discussed the motion, how applicants qualify for the 

vacant positions, whether the ordinance needs to be amended, whether to 

include the late applications, and how to go about nominating and voting on 

applicants.

Jill Nixon, Council Office staff, answered questions.
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The motion to hold failed by the following vote:

Aye: 3 - Byrd, Elenbaas, and Kershner

Nay: 4 - Donovan, Frazey, Browne, and Buchanan

Browne moved to nominate all the applicants including the late applicants. 

The motion was seconded by Donovan.

Councilmembers discussed the applicants and each Councilmember voted 

for the applicants of his/her choice (see attachment). Fourteen of the 

applicants received four votes or greater and were appointed. 

Councilmembers then discussed how to appoint the 15th member.

Kershner moved that they have a second vote on the people who received 3 

votes. There was no second but Councilmembers concurred.

Donovan moved to nominate Jean McMahon, Jodi Greene, Julee Johnson, 

Mike Ford, Tamara Mattson, and Meredith Hayes.

Mike Ford was appointed by the following vote:

Jean McMahon: 0

Jodi Greene: 0

Julee Johnson: 0

Mike Ford: 5 - Kershner, Browne, Buchanan, Byrd, and Elenbaas

Tamara Mattson: 0

Meredith Hayes: 2 - Frazey and Donovan

Councilmembers and Nixon discussed how to assign the staggered terms.

Donovan moved that the applicants who received five, six or seven votes be 

assigned to the longer term. The motion was seconded by Buchanan.

The motion carried by the following vote:

Aye: 7 - Kershner, Browne, Buchanan, Byrd, Donovan, Elenbaas, and Frazey

Nay: 0

Buchanan continued on to the next agenda item, but Browne made a point of 

order that they had not finished assigning the terms.

Frazey moved to take the name highest in the alphabet and the lowest in the 

alphabet for the next two four-year terms. The motion was seconded by 

Donovan.
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Kershner stated that Mike Ford received five votes on the second vote.

Frazey withdrew her motion.

Kershner moved that Mike Ford receive a four-year term since he had five 

votes. The motion was seconded by Frazey.

The motion carried by the following vote:

Aye: 7 - Browne, Buchanan, Byrd, Donovan, Elenbaas, Frazey, and Kershner

Nay: 0

Donovan moved to make the last person with a four-year term either the 

first or last person in the alphabet. The motion was seconded by Kershner.

 Kershner suggested to make it the last person in the alphabet with four 

votes (Komal Shah).

The motion carried by the following vote:

Aye: 7 - Buchanan, Byrd, Donovan, Elenbaas, Frazey, Kershner, and Browne

Nay: 0

Applicants were NOMINATED AND APPOINTED.

Appointed: Alicia Hanning, Anne Granberg, Brian Nelson, Chris Cochran, Debbie Ahl, Jamie Desmul, Mara Kelley, 

Melissa Isenhart, Mike Ford, Ray Deck III, Rosalva Santos-Guzman, Urvasi Graham, Escarleth De Leon, Jennifer 

Wright, and Komal Shah

The following applicants were appointed to four-year terms: Debbie Ahl, Jamie Desmul, Mara Kelley, Mike Ford, 

Ray Deck III, Rosalva Santos-Guzman, Jennifer Wright, and Komal Shah

3. AB2021-069 Council appointment to fill vacancies on the Lynden/Everson Flood Control Subzone 

Advisory Committee - Applicant(s): Ron Bronsema (Council Acting as the Flood 

Control Zone District Board of Supervisors)

Elenbaas moved and Kershner seconded that the applicant be APPOINTED.

Jill Nixon, Council Office staff answered a question about the applicant.

Elenbaas's motion that the applicant be APPOINTED carried by the following 

vote:

Aye: Browne, Buchanan, Frazey, Elenbaas, Kershner, and Donovan6 - 

Nay: Byrd1 - 

Absent: 0   
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EXECUTIVE APPOINTMENTS TO BOARDS, COMMISSIONS, AND 

COMMITTEES

1. AB2021-065 Request confirmation of the County Executive’s reappointments and new 

appointments to Executive boards, committees and commissions; appointments to 

take effect on February 1, 2021

Donovan moved and Frazey seconded that the Executive Appointments be 

CONFIRMED.

Dana Brown-Davis, Clerk of the Council, confirmed that they were voting 

on the revised list of appointments and discussed with Councilmembers 

whether they should confirm all the appointments at once.

Donovan's motion that the Executive Appointments be CONFIRMED carried 

by the following vote:

Aye: Browne, Buchanan, Byrd, Frazey, and Donovan5 - 

Nay: Elenbaas, and Kershner2 - 

Absent: 0   

ITEMS ADDED BY REVISION

1. AB2021-086 Discussion regarding possible modifications to the remaining tiny homes currently on 

order from 360Modular

Browne moved to support the Executive’s purchase of the 20 larger homes. 

The motion was seconded by Buchanan.

Councilmembers discussed the motion, whether a motion by the Council is 

needed, how many people could be housed with the different sized units, 

and whether the purchase is necessary, and the following people spoke:

· Satpal Sidhu, County Executive

· Tyler Schroeder, Executive's Office

Browne's motion carried by the following vote:

Aye: 5 - Frazey, Kershner, Browne, Buchanan, and Donovan

Nay: 1 - Elenbaas

Abstain: 1 - Byrd

This agenda item was DISCUSSED AND MOTION(S) APPROVED.

INTRODUCTION ITEMS

Donovan moved to introduce items one through four. The motion was 
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seconded by Frazey (see votes on individual items below).

Dana Brown-Davis, Clerk of the Council, answered questions about the 

process for an ordinance as it relates to AB2021-075.

1. AB2021-051 Ordinance adopting Countywide Planning Policies relating to the Review and 

Evaluation Program (also known as Buildable Lands) and dispute resolution 

procedures

Donovan moved and Frazey seconded that the Ordinance Requiring a Public 

Hearing be INTRODUCED FOR PUBLIC HEARING. The motion carried 

by the following vote:

Aye: Browne, Buchanan, Byrd, Frazey, Elenbaas, Kershner, and Donovan7 - 

Nay: 0   

Absent: 0   

2. AB2021-058 Ordinance adopting the temporary installation of stop signs on Deer Trail

Donovan moved and Frazey seconded that the Ordinance Requiring a Public 

Hearing be INTRODUCED FOR PUBLIC HEARING. The motion carried 

by the following vote:

Aye: Browne, Buchanan, Byrd, Frazey, Elenbaas, Kershner, and Donovan7 - 

Nay: 0   

Absent: 0   

3. AB2021-074 Ordinance adopting amendments to Whatcom County Code 2.66 County-Owned 

Vehicles

Donovan moved and Frazey seconded that the Ordinance be INTRODUCED. 

The motion carried by the following vote:

Aye: Browne, Buchanan, Byrd, Frazey, Elenbaas, Kershner, and Donovan7 - 

Nay: 0   

Absent: 0   

4. AB2021-075 Ordinance authorizing the closure of a portion of 4th Street in Custer, Washington, 

related to COVID-19 economic relief

Donovan moved and Frazey seconded that the Ordinance be INTRODUCED 

FOR PUBLIC HEARING. The motion carried by the following vote:

Aye: Browne, Buchanan, Byrd, Frazey, Elenbaas, Kershner, and Donovan7 - 

Nay: 0   

Page 13Whatcom County Printed on 2/1/2021

486

http://whatcom.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=15119
http://whatcom.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=15126
http://whatcom.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=15145
http://whatcom.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=15146


January 26, 2021Council Minutes - Draft Minutes

Absent: 0   

COMMITTEE REPORTS, OTHER ITEMS, AND COUNCILMEMBER UPDATES

Councilmembers gave committee reports and updates on recent activities 

and upcoming events.

Satpal Sidhu, County Executive, answered questions about committee 

appointments in Point Roberts.

Councilmembers discussed the work of the Health Department for 

homelessness and the response of the community, and misinformation 

about a draft mask ordinance.

ADJOURN

The meeting adjourned at 11:02 p.m.

ATTEST:           

                                                                      WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL

                                                                      WHATCOM COUNTY, WA

______________________________              ___________________________

Dana Brown-Davis, Council Clerk                   Barry Buchanan, Council Chair

______________________________

Kristi Felbinger, Minutes Transcription
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 Browne Buchanan Byrd Donovan Elenbaas Frazey Kershner TOTAL 

Abby Smith    X X   2 

Alicia Hanning X  X  X  X 4 

Alisha Spencer         

Anne Granberg X X  X  X  4 

Anne Welch         

Brian Nelson   X X X  X 4 

Chris Cochran X X  X  X  4 

Clara Cunningham         

Debbie Ahl X X X X  X X 6 

Elizabeth Page         

Erin Smith  X    X  2 

Jamie Desmul X X X X X X X 7 

Jean McMahon  X X    X 3 

Jen Curlett         

Jenifer Barcott  X    X  2 

Jodi Greene X  X    X 3 

Julee Johnson X  X    X 3 

Katherine Orlowski         

Liz Stuart  X    X  2 

Mara Kelley X X  X X X X 6 

Melissa Isenhart X  X X   X 4 

Mike Ford   X  X  X 3 

Monika Mahal    X  X  2 

Pauline Owen   X    X 2 

Ray Deck III X X X X X  X 6 

Rosalva Santos-Guzman X X X X  X X 6 

Sarah Kidd     X   1 

Tamara Mattson X    X X  3 

Tess Tessler         

Tilda Doughty X       1 

Urvasi Graham X X  X  X  4 

LATE APPLICATIONS 
Escarleth De Leon  X X  X X  4 

Jennifer Wright  X X X X X X 6 

Kate Bullock         

Komal Shah X  X X   X 4 

Meredith Hayes  X  X  X  3 

Nita Smith         
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Whatcom County COUNTY COURTHOUSE
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Bellingham, WA 98225-4038

(360) 778-5010

File Number: AB2021-051

1AB2021-051 Status: Introduced for Public 

Hearing

File ID: Version:
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Ordinance Requiring a Public HearingPlanning and 
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Department

Department: File Type:

Assigned to: Council Final Action:

Agenda Date: 02/09/2021 Enactment #:

Primary Contact Email:    maamot@co.whatcom.wa.us <mailto:maamot@co.whatcom.wa.us>

TITLE FOR AGENDA ITEM:

Ordinance adopting Countywide Planning Policies relating to the Review and Evaluation Program (also 

known as Buildable Lands) and dispute resolution procedures

SUMMARY STATEMENT OR LEGAL NOTICE LANGUAGE:

Ordinance adopting Countywide Planning Policies (CWPPs) relating to the Review and Evaluation 

Program (also known as Buildable Lands) and dispute resolution procedures. The Washington State 

Legislature approved ESSSB 5254 relating to the Growth Management Act’s “Review and Evaluation” 

(buildable lands) program requirements in 2017.  This legislation imposes new requirements that 

Whatcom County must address, in close coordination with the cities, over the next several years (see 

RCW 36.70A.215).  One of these requirements is to amend the CWPPs.  The seven cities have 

concurred with the proposed CWPPs.  The County Council has the final authority to adopt CWPPs.

HISTORY OF LEGISLATIVE FILE

Action:  Sent To:  Date:  Acting Body:  

CouncilINTRODUCED FOR PUBLIC 

HEARING

01/26/2021 Council

Attachments: Staff Memo, Draft Ordinance, Final Draft Countywide Planning Policies
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WHATCOM COUNTY Mark Personius 

Planning & Development Services Director 

5280 Northwest Drive  

Bellingham, WA  98226-9097   

360-778-5900, TTY 800-833-6384  

360-778-5901 Fax 

 
Memorandum 

 
January 11, 2021 

 
TO: The Honorable Satpal Sidhu, Whatcom County Executive 
  The Honorable Whatcom County Council 

 
FROM:  Matt Aamot, Senior Planner 

  
THROUGH: Mark Personius, Director 
  

RE: Countywide Planning Policies (File # PLN2020-00007) 
__________________________________________________________________ 

The Washington State Legislature approved Engrossed Second Substitute Senate 
Bill or ESSSB 5254 relating to the Growth Management Act’s “Review and 
Evaluation” (buildable lands) program requirements in 2017.  The review and 

evaluation program has several main components, which are summarized below: 

 Determining whether a county and its cities are achieving urban densities 
within urban growth areas by comparing growth and development 

assumptions contained in the county and city comprehensive plans with 
actual growth and development that has occurred; 

 

 Determining whether there is sufficient land that is suitable for development 
in the future; and 

 

 Identifying reasonable measures, if necessary, to reduce the differences 

between growth assumptions contained in comprehensive plans and actual 
development patterns (RCW 36.70A.215). 

The Growth Management Act, originally enacted in 1990-91, required the County to 

adopt countywide planning policies (CWPPs) in cooperation with the cities (RCW 
36.70A.040 and RCW 36.70A.210).  CWPPs establish a framework for developing 
city and county comprehensive plans and ensuring these plans are consistent.  The 

County Council originally adopted CWPPs in 1993 and amended these policies in 
1997 and 2005 (see Whatcom County Comprehensive Plan, Appendix C).  

The 2017 State legislation (ESSSB 5254) imposes new requirements that Whatcom 

County must address, in close coordination with the cities, over the next several 
years (see RCW 36.70A.215).  One of these requirements is to amend the CWPPs 

to establish the Review and Evaluation Program.  Another requirement is to adopt 
dispute resolution procedures. 
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The City/County Planner Group developed proposed CWPPs relating to the Review 
and Evaluation Program and Dispute Resolution Procedures in 2019-2020.  These 

policies will govern how the County and cities will implement and maintain the 
Review and Evaluation Program.  The policies also set forth procedures for resolving 

any disputes relating to the CWPPs that should arise between the jurisdictions. 

The County Executive initiated the CWPPs for review in August 2020 pursuant to an 
Interlocal Agreement1 concerning interim procedures for amending the Policies 

(Contract No. 202007014).  The Planning Commission recommended approval of 
the CWPPs on September 10, 2020.  The County Council passed a motion on 
October 13, 2020 to send final draft Countywide Planning Policy amendments to the 

cities for review and approval.  The seven city councils concurred with the 
Countywide Planning Policies in November and December 2020. 

Per the Interlocal Agreement, the final step in the process is as follows: 

 Whatcom County Council Adoption – Following approval of the CWPP 

amendments by the cities, the County Council may, after conducting a public 
hearing, adopt the CWPP amendments.  Final draft CWPP amendments may 

not be modified during the County Council adoption process. 
 

Thank you for your previous review and current consideration of the proposed 

CWPPs.   

                                                           
1
 The Interlocal Agreement Between Whatcom County and the Cities of Bellingham, Blaine, Everson, Ferndale, 

Lynden, Nooksack, and Sumas Concerning Interim Procedures for Amending the Countywide Planning Policies was 

authorized by the County Council on July 7, 2020 (AB2020-263) and signed by the County Executive on July 14, 

2020. 
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1-11-2021  

 
  

PROPOSED BY: Planning & Development Services 
INTRODUCTION DATE: ______________ 

 

 
ORDINANCE NO. ______________ 

 

 
ADOPTING AMENDMENTS TO THE  

COUNTYWIDE PLANNING POLICIES 
 
 WHEREAS, The Whatcom County Planning Commission held a public hearing 
and issued recommendations on the proposed amendments; and  
 

 WHEREAS, The County Council considered Planning Commission 
recommendations; 

 
 WHEREAS, The County Council held a public hearing; and 
 

 WHEREAS, The County Council hereby adopts the following findings of fact: 

 
FINDINGS OF FACT 
 

 

1. The proposal is to adopt Countywide Planning Policies (incorporated into 

Appendix C of the Whatcom County Comprehensive Plan) relating to: 

 

a. Review and Evaluation Program (also known as “Buildable Lands”); 

and 

 

b. Dispute Resolution Procedures. 

 

2. Notice of the subject amendments was submitted to the Washington State 
Department of Commerce on April 20, 2020. 

 
3. WAC 197-11-800 categorically exempts procedural actions from State 

Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) review.  The SEPA Official determined 

that the subject proposal is exempt as a procedural action on April 21, 
2020.   

 
4. The subject Countywide Planning Policies were posted on the County 

website on April 20, 2020. 
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5. Notice of the Planning Commission hearing was published in the 
Bellingham Herald on August 28, 2020. 

 
6. Notice of the Planning Commission hearing was posted on the County 

website as of August 28, 2020. 

 
7. Notice of the Planning Commission hearing was sent to citizens, media, 

cities, and other groups on the County’s e-mail list. 

 
8. The Planning Commission held a public hearing on the subject 

amendments on September 10, 2020. 

 
9. The Growth Management Act (GMA), originally approved by the State 

Legislature in 1990-91, required the County to adopt countywide planning 
policies in cooperation with the Cities (RCW 36.70A.040 and RCW 
36.70A.210). 

 
10. The GMA states countywide planning policies are used “. . . solely for 

establishing a countywide framework from which county and city 
comprehensive plans are developed and adopted pursuant to this chapter. 
This framework shall ensure that city and county comprehensive plans are 

consistent . . .” (RCW 36.70A.210(1)). 
 

11. The County Council adopted the original countywide planning policies in 
April 1993 (Resolution 93-024). 

 
12. The County Council amended the countywide planning policies in March 

1997 (Resolution 97-011). 

 
13. The County Council amended the countywide planning policies in January 

2005 (Ordinance 2005-022). 
 

14. The Washington State Legislature approved Engrossed Second Substitute 

Senate Bill 5254 relating to the Growth Management Act’s “Review and 
Evaluation” program requirements in 2017.  This legislation imposes new 

requirements that Whatcom County must address, in close coordination 
with the cities, over the next several years.   

 

15. The GMA now requires Whatcom County to “. . . adopt, in consultation 
with its cities, countywide planning policies to establish a review and 

evaluation program. . . (RCW 36.70A.215(1)). 
 

16. The GMA also requires methods for resolving disputes among jurisdictions 

relating to these countywide planning policies (RCW 36.70A.215(2)(c)). 
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17. The City/County Planner Group formulated the subject countywide 

planning policies to address the GMA-mandated Review and Evaluation 
Program requirements.   

 
18. The City/County Planner Group recommended that the Dispute Resolution 

Procedures should apply to any countywide planning issue rather than only 

matters relating to the Review and Evaluation Program.  Therefore, the 
Dispute Resolution Procedures are separate and distinct from the Review 

and Evaluation Program policies. 
 

19. The County Executive initiated these Countywide Planning Policies for 

review pursuant to an interlocal agreement between the County and Cities 
(Whatcom County Contract No. 202007014). 

 
20. The Planning Commission recommended approval of the CWPPs on 

September 10, 2020.   

 
21. The County Council passed a motion on October 13, 2020 to send final 

draft Countywide Planning Policy amendments to the cities for review and 
approval.   

 
22. The seven city councils concurred with the Countywide Planning Policies in 

November and December 2020. 

 
23. GMA Planning Goal 11, relating to citizen participation and coordination, is 

to “Encourage the involvement of citizens in the planning process and 
ensure coordination between communities and jurisdictions to reconcile 
conflicts” (RCW 36.70A.020(11)). 

 
24. The subject Countywide Planning Policies include the concepts of 

coordination and cooperative relationships between the County and Cities 

consistent with the GMA. 

 
 
CONCLUSION 

 
The subject Countywide Planning Policies are consistent with the GMA and are in 

the public interest. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Whatcom County Council that: 
 

Section 1. The Countywide Planning Policies are hereby adopted as shown on 
Exhibit A. 

 

Section 2.  Adjudication of invalidity of any of the sections, clauses, or 
provisions of this ordinance shall not affect or impair the validity of the 

ordinance as a whole or any part thereof other than the part so declared to be 
invalid. 

 

 
 

ADOPTED this ________ day of ______________, 2021. 
   
    

WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL 
WHATCOM COUNTY, WASHINGTON 

 
ATTEST:   

 
 
 

 
 

Dana Brown-Davis, Council Clerk  Barry Buchanan, Chairperson 
 
 

 
APPROVED as to form:    ( ) Approved     ( ) Denied 

 
 
 

 
/s/ Royce Buckingham 

   
Civil Deputy Prosecutor    Satpal Sidhu, Executive 
 

 
       Date:    ______________________ 
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Final Draft Countywide Planning Policies (October 13, 2020) 
  

1 
 

Exhibit A 

 

Q. Review and Evaluation Program 

 

1. The County and cities will cooperate to implement and maintain a program 

that meets the review and evaluation requirements of RCW 36.70A.215, 
unless the Growth Management Act no longer contains these requirements or 

sufficient funds are not appropriated by the state.  

  

2. The purposes of this program are to: 

a. Compare actual (achieved) development densities with planned 
development densities and determine whether the County and cities 

are achieving planned urban densities within urban growth areas and 
have sufficient suitable land to accommodate planned population and 
employment growth through the remainder of the 20-year planning 

period. 

b. Identify and adopt reasonable measures, if necessary, to reduce the 

differences between actual development patterns and growth and 
development assumptions contained in the County comprehensive plan 

and/or city comprehensive plans. 

 

3. The County, in conjunction with the cities, will develop and maintain a 

Review and Evaluation Program Methodology, taking into consideration the 
State Department of Commerce Review & Evaluation Program Buildable 

Lands Guidelines. 

 

4. The County, in conjunction with the cities, will prepare, adopt, and publish a 

Buildable Lands Report in accordance with the timeframes set forth in the 
Growth Management Act.  

 

5. The County and cities will follow the Review and Evaluation Program 
Methodology for the collection, monitoring, and analysis of development 

activity data, and comparing actual growth and development patterns with 
growth and development assumptions. As part of this process, the cities and 

County will collect data annually. The cities will provide collected data to the 
County upon request.  
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Final Draft Countywide Planning Policies (October 13, 2020) 
  

2 
 

6. When the Buildable Lands Report identifies inconsistencies between actual 
development patterns and growth and development assumptions and targets 

contained in the County comprehensive plan and/or city comprehensive 
plans, the County and cities will discuss whether reasonable measures are 

necessary and appropriate to address such inconsistencies before considering 
adjusting urban growth areas.  Each jurisdiction will individually determine 
whether reasonable measures are required under the Growth Management 

Act for their jurisdiction.   

 

7. The County and cities will cooperate, and make every effort at the staff level, 
to resolve disputes regarding inconsistencies in collection and analysis of 
data.  

 

8. Nothing in this policy will be construed as altering the land use power of any 

Whatcom County jurisdiction under established law. 

 

R. Dispute Resolution Procedures 

 

1. The County and cities will work cooperatively to implement the countywide 

planning policies.  The County and cities will work together to attempt to 
resolve any disputes regarding implementation of the countywide planning 

policies.  

 

2. In the event of an impasse, the jurisdictions involved may mutually agree to 

use mediation for a minimum of 90 days.  After the 90 day period, the 
parties may, by mutual agreement, elect to utilize binding arbitration.  In the 

event that the parties agree to use arbitration, a three member arbitration 
panel will be selected by mutual agreement. If the parties cannot agree on 
membership of the panel, each party will select one member and those two 

members will select the third member. The decision of the arbitration panel 
on the issue will be final.   

 

3. If mediation, arbitration, or both are used, each jurisdiction will be 
responsible for its own legal costs, but the jurisdictions involved will split the 

costs of a mediator or arbitrators evenly. 

 

4. Nothing in this policy will be construed as altering the land use power of any 

Whatcom County jurisdiction under established law. 
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WHATCOM COUNTY 
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 
 
Jon Hutchings 
Director 

 

James P. Karcher, P.E. 
County Engineer 

322 N. Commercial Street, Ste 301 
Bellingham, WA  98225-4042 

Phone: (360) 778-6210 
Fax: (360) 778-6211 

 
MEMORANDUM 

 
 
To:  Honorable Satpal Sidhu, Whatcom County Executive and 

Honorable Members of the Whatcom County Council 
 
Through: Jon Hutchings, Director 

From:  James P. Karcher, P.E., County Engineer 

Date:  January 12, 2021 

Re:  Deer Trail – fill slope failure / slide  
  Ordinance for Temporary Installation of Stop Signs  
 

 
 
Requested Action 

Public Works respectfully requests that the County Council adopt the proposed ordinance 
to install temporary stop signs on Deer Trail until the road repairs for the fill slope failure 
are complete. 
 
Background and Purpose 

Due to recent severe weather and heavy rains, a portion of Deer Trail from 100 feet 
south of Cherry Tree Lane to Cherry Tree Lane, experienced a fill slope failure on 
January 4, 2021, requiring a one lane roadway configuration with stop control at each 
end. The repair is projected to take several months or longer to design and may not be 
completed in 2021. These temporary stop signs will be removed at the completion of the 
repair work. 
 
Information 

This ordinance will allow for the installation of stop signs and is necessary to comply 
with RCW 46.61.200 and RCW 47.36.110 to install traffic control signs. 

Please contact Douglas Ranney II, P.E., Engineering Services Manager at extension 
6255 with any questions regarding this ordinance. 
 
Attachments 
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PROPOSED BY: Public Works - Engineering 1 
INTRODUCTION DATE:_1/26/2021_ 2 

3 
ORDINANCE NO. ________ 4 

5
6

TEMPORARY INSTALLATION OF STOP SIGNS ON DEER TRAIL 7 
8 
9 

WHEREAS, in compliance with RCW 46.61.200 and 47.36.110, it is found necessary and 10 
expedient to install traffic control signs on certain County Roads; and 11 

12 
WHEREAS, due to recent severe weather, and associated heavy rains, there was a fill 13 

slope failure to a portion of Deer Trail, and it was determined that a one lane road is needed on 14 
Deer Trail in the vicinity of Cherry Tree Lane with stop control at each end; and 15 

16 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Whatcom County Council that temporary 17 

stop signs be installed on Deer Trail, southbound at the intersection with Cherry Tree Lane, and 18 
northbound 100 feet south of Cherry Tree Lane, located within Section 24, Township 40 North, 19 
Range 1 West, W.M.; and 20 

21 
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that when the repairs to Deer Trail are completed, the 22 

temporary stop signs will be removed; and 23 
24 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that the County Engineer is hereby directed to install the 25 
appropriate signs and the Whatcom County Sheriff be notified by a copy of this ordinance. 26 

27 
28 

ADOPTED this  day of  , 2021. 29 
30 
31 

WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL 32 
ATTEST: WHATCOM COUNTY, WASHINGTON 33 

34 
35 
36 

Dana Brown-Davis, Clerk of the Council Barry Buchanan, Council Chair 37 
38 
39 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: ( ) Approved  ( ) Denied 40 
41 
42 
43 

Sr. Deputy Prosecuting Attorney,  Satpal Sidhu, Executive 44 
Civil Division 45 

46 
Date: _______________________ 47 

Approved via email-CQ/RM
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SUMMARY STATEMENT OR LEGAL NOTICE LANGUAGE:

This proposed ordinance would temporarily close a portion of 4th Street in Custer, Washington, to 

allow Tony’s Tavern to establish an outdoor seating area to be utilized until one week (seven days) after 

the last state or local mandate is lifted that limits the business to less than 100 percent capacity for 
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PROPOSED BY: ELENBAAS, BUCHANAN   1 
INTRODUCTION DATE: JANUARY 26, 2021                  2 

 3 
 ORDINANCE NO. _______ 4 
 5 
AUTHORIZING CLOSURE OF A PORTION OF 4TH STREET IN CUSTER, WASHINGTON, 6 

RELATED TO COVID-19 ECONOMIC RELIEF  7 
 8 

WHEREAS, the Governor has issued many emergency proclamations and mandates 9 
to stop the spread of the COVID-19 virus; and 10 

 11 
WHEREAS, the County Executive has issued a Proclamation of Emergency to stop 12 

the spread of the COVID-19 virus; and 13 
 14 
WHEREAS, these mandates have effectively closed many businesses, while not 15 

defined as essential, are essential to the families they support; and 16 
 17 
WHEREAS, restaurants, bars, and taverns have been able to serve customers as 18 

long as they can provide outdoor seating; and 19 
 20 
WHEREAS, some restaurants are not able to accommodate the outdoor space 21 

needed without using the public right of way or public road; and 22 
 23 
WHEREAS, Whatcom County’s financial resources are limited; and 24 
 25 
WHEREAS, business assistance can come in the form of non-monetary solutions; 26 

and 27 
 28 
WHEREAS, Chapter 12.06.010 of the Whatcom County Code, by referring to 29 

Chapter 46.44.080 of the Revised Code of Washington, requires that each temporary road 30 
closure or restriction be authorized by the County Council through ordinance; and 31 

 32 
WHEREAS, the Whatcom County Council is authorized to close the road according to 33 

the provisions of RCW 36.32.120 Section 2; and 34 
 35 
WHEREAS, Tony’s Tavern in Custer, Washington, has requested the County 36 

temporarily close a section of road in order to facilitate their ability to run their 37 
multigenerational family owned business; and 38 

 39 
WHEREAS, Tony’s Tavern will set up weather appropriate outdoor seating in the 40 

section of roadway being closed to operate their business. 41 
 42 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Whatcom County Council that the 43 

Public Works Department is hereby directed, subject to further consideration for re-44 
establishing access for adjoining property owners and the public, to close the section of 4th 45 
Street that is adjacent to Tony’s Tavern with the southern boundary being the intersection 46 
of 4th and Main and extending to the end of Tony’s Tavern’s property line as the northern 47 
boundary or less.  48 

 49 
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that the duration of closure will conclude one week 50 

(seven days) after the last state or local mandate has been lifted that limits Tony’s business 51 
to less than 100 percent capacity for indoor services.   52 

 53 
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BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that as a condition of road closure, Tony’s Tavern will 1 
install proper signs and barriers approved by Whatcom County Public Works at the approved 2 
locations, allowing pedestrian and non-motorized vehicles access along said portions of 3 
closed roads.   4 

 5 
BE IT FINALLY ORDAINED that, if available, signage and barriers may be provided 6 

by Whatcom County Public Works at no cost. 7 
 8 
ADOPTED this ____ day of _____________, 2021. 9 

 10 
 11 

WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL 12 
ATTEST:      WHATCOM COUNTY, WASHINGTON 13 
 14 
 15 
_______________________________  ________________________________ 16 
Dana Brown-Davis, Clerk of the Council  Barry Buchanan, Council Chair 17 
 18 
 19 
APPROVED AS TO FORM:    WHATCOM COUNTY EXECUTIVE 20 
 WHATCOM COUNTY, WASHINGTON 21 
 22 
 23 
_____________________________ _____________________________  24 
Civil Deputy Prosecutor Satpal Sidhu, County Executive 25 
 26 
 (   ) Approved  (   ) Denied 27 
  28 
 Date Signed: _________________ 29 

 30 
 31 
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01/12/2021 Council

Attachments: Staff Memo, Rader Application

Page 1Whatcom County Printed on 2/3/2021

504



 

CLERK OF THE COUNCIL 
Dana Brown-Davis, C.M.C. 

COUNTY COURTHOUSE 
311 Grand Avenue, Suite #105 
Bellingham, WA 98225-4038 
(360) 778-5010 

  

COUNCILMEMBERS 
Rud Browne 

Barry Buchanan 
Tyler Byrd 

Todd Donovan  
Ben Elenbaas 
Carol Frazey 

Kathy Kershner 

WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL 
 

 
 
February 9, 2021 
 
TO: County Councilmembers 
 
FROM: Jill Nixon, Legislative Coordinator II 
 
SUBJ: Appointment of Brad Rader to Business and Commerce Advisory Committee 
 
 
On January 12, 2021, the County Council appointed Brad Rader to the Business and Commerce 
Advisory Committee.  Mr. Rader has already served one term on the committee, as the 
agriculture representative. 
 
Mr. Rader reapplied for a second term as the agricultural representative. However, the Council 
appointed him to the food processing representative position.  
 
Since that appointment, Mr. Rader indicated via email on January 21, 2021 that he preferred 
to serve on the committee in the position indicated on his application, the agriculture 
representative.  
 
Requested Action: The Council is asked to: 
 

1.  Rescind its vote from January 12, 2021 to appoint Mr. Rader to the food processing 
representative position on the Business and Commerce Advisory Committee 
 
2.  Appoint Mr. Rader to the agriculture representative position on the Business and 
Commerce Advisory Committee 

 

505



From: Brad Rader
To: Goldberg, Don; Jill Nixon
Cc: Noveck, Jennifer; Dana Brown-Davis
Subject: RE: EXTERNAL - Appointments to Business & Commerce Adv. Comm.
Date: Thursday, January 21, 2021 3:13:01 PM

Hello,

I know regardless of sector assignment I can talk on either topics during meetings but I would prefer
to be the Ag Sector Rep unless there is a reason why I need to stay on Food Processing.  Rud
mentioned something about a “committee”?

Best Regards,

Brad L. Rader

From: Goldberg, Don <dgoldberg@portofbellingham.com> 
Sent: Thursday, January 21, 2021 2:44 PM
To: Jill Nixon <JNixon@co.whatcom.wa.us>; Brad Rader <brad@raderfarms.com>
Cc: Noveck, Jennifer <jennifern@portofbellingham.com>; Dana Brown-Davis
<DBrown@co.whatcom.wa.us>
Subject: RE: EXTERNAL - Appointments to Business & Commerce Adv. Comm.

Jill,

We discussed this today during out meeting.  I’ll leave it to Brad but it seems like Brad would prefer
to remain as the Agriculture sector rep. and that we should advertise for a food processor sector.  In
addition, I want to stress my opinion that these roles in general should not be small businesses since
we are looking for broad sector representation and companies that have significant impact to our
regional economy.

Thanks for your support and Brad please chime in
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Agenda Bill Master Report

Whatcom County COUNTY COURTHOUSE
311 Grand Avenue, Ste #105
Bellingham, WA 98225-4038

(360) 778-5010

File Number: AB2021-040

2AB2021-040 Status: Agenda ReadyFile ID: Version:

JNixon@co.whatcom.wa.us01/05/2021File Created: Entered by:

Council AppointmentCouncil OfficeDepartment: File Type:

Assigned to: Council Final Action:

Agenda Date: 02/09/2021 Enactment #:

Primary Contact Email:    jnixon@co.whatcom.wa.us

TITLE FOR AGENDA ITEM:

Council appointment to fill vacancies on the Portage Bay Shellfish Protection District Advisory 

Committee - Applicant(s):  Dorie Belisle

SUMMARY STATEMENT OR LEGAL NOTICE LANGUAGE:

PORTAGE BAY SHELLFISH PROTECTION DISTRICT

5 vacancies, members eligible to reapply, 4-year terms

Members must have a direct interest in the shellfish protection district.  Duties are to advise the County 

Council on the proposed actions and operations relating to the restoration of water quality in the 

Portage Bay Shellfish Protection District. Meets quarterly.

WCC 16.20.065(D): Member terms will be four years, unless otherwise required by the Revised Code 

of Washington (RCW). Council may waive the term limit requirements of Chapter 2.03 WCC on a 

case-by-case basis as it applies to this chapter.

HISTORY OF LEGISLATIVE FILE

Action:  Sent To:  Date:  Acting Body:  

APPOINTED01/12/2021 Council

Page 1Whatcom County Printed on 2/3/2021
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Agenda Bill Master Report Continued (AB2021-040)

Attachments: Applicant List Version 2, Belisle Application

Page 2Whatcom County Printed on 2/3/2021
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COUNTY EXECUTIVE 
Satpal Sidhu 

COUNCILMEMBERS 
Rud Browne 

Barry Buchanan 
Tyler Byrd 

Todd Donovan 
Ben Elenbaas 
Carol Frazey 

Kathy Kershner 

WHATCOM COUNTY  
BOARDS AND COMMISSION VACANCIES 

Through January 31, 2021 

APPLICANT LIST 
PORTAGE BAY SHELLFISH PROTECTION DISTRICT 
5 vacancies, 4-year terms 

WCC 16.20.065(D): Member terms will be four years, unless otherwise required by the 
Revised Code of Washington (RCW). Council may waive the term limit requirements of 
Chapter 2.03 WCC on a case-by-case basis as it applies to this chapter. 
Members must have a direct interest in the shellfish protection district.  Duties are to advise 
the County Council on the proposed actions and operations relating to the restoration of 
water quality in the Portage Bay Shellfish Protection District. Meets quarterly.  

• Dorie Belisle, incumbent (3rd term, see WCC, below*) 

* WCC 16.20.065(D): Member terms will be four years, unless otherwise required by the
Revised Code of Washington (RCW). Council may waive the term limit requirements of
Chapter 2.03 WCC on a case-by-case basis as it applies to this chapter.

Boards, commission, and committee (BCAC) members have to meet the following qualifications: 

1. US Citizen (Charter 4.20)
2. Resident and registered voter in Whatcom County (Charter 4.20)
3. Resident of the district, agency, or group the person is appointed to represent on a specific board,
committee or commission (WCC 2.03.100)
4. If required, the specific qualifications per the enabling ordinance, resolution, or RCW (see enabling
statute of the specific BCAC.)
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Agenda Bill Master Report

Whatcom County COUNTY COURTHOUSE
311 Grand Avenue, Ste #105
Bellingham, WA 98225-4038

(360) 778-5010

File Number: AB2021-043

2AB2021-043 Status: Agenda ReadyFile ID: Version:

JNixon@co.whatcom.wa.us01/05/2021File Created: Entered by:

Council AppointmentCouncil OfficeDepartment: File Type:

Assigned to: Council Final Action:

Agenda Date: 02/09/2021 Enactment #:

Primary Contact Email:    jnixon@co.whatcom.wa.us

TITLE FOR AGENDA ITEM:

Council appointment to fill vacancies on the Solid Waste Advisory Committee - Applicant(s):  Brandi 

Hutton

SUMMARY STATEMENT OR LEGAL NOTICE LANGUAGE:

SOLID WASTE ADVISORY COMMITTEE

3 Vacancies, 3-year terms

• 1 vacancy representing a public interest group 

• 1 vacancy representing the waste collection industry

• 1 vacancy representing agriculture

No two representatives can be from the same company or public interest group. The committee 

provides ongoing public input and advice to Whatcom County on solid waste management issues. 

Generally meets quarterly on Thursday evenings, but meeting schedule and frequency subject to change 

upon committee approval.

HISTORY OF LEGISLATIVE FILE

Action:  Sent To:  Date:  Acting Body:  

APPOINTED01/12/2021 Council

Attachments: Applicant List Version 2, Hutton Application

Page 1Whatcom County Printed on 2/3/2021
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COUNTY EXECUTIVE 
Satpal Sidhu 

COUNCILMEMBERS 
Rud Browne 

Barry Buchanan 
Tyler Byrd 

Todd Donovan 
Ben Elenbaas 
Carol Frazey 

Kathy Kershner 

WHATCOM COUNTY  
BOARDS AND COMMISSION VACANCIES 

Through January 31, 2021 

APPLICANT LIST 
SOLID WASTE ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE 3 Vacancies, 3-year terms 
• 1 vacancy representing a public interest group
• 1 vacancy representing the waste collection industry
• 1 vacancy representing agriculture

No two representatives can be from the same company or public interest group. The 
committee provides ongoing public input and advice to Whatcom County on solid waste 
management issues. Generally meets quarterly on Thursday evenings, but meeting 
schedule and frequency subject to change upon committee approval. 

Public Interest Group 
• Brandi Hutton 

Boards, commission, and committee (BCAC) members have to meet the following qualifications: 
1. US Citizen (Charter 4.20)
2. Resident and registered voter in Whatcom County (Charter 4.20)
3. Resident of the district, agency, or group the person is appointed to represent on a specific board,
committee or commission (WCC 2.03.100)
4. If required, the specific qualifications per the enabling ordinance, resolution, or RCW (see enabling
statute of the specific BCAC.)
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From:
To:

Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com

Online Form Submittal: Board and Commission Application
Monday, January 25, 2021 11:21:51 AM

Board and Commission Application

Step 1

Application for Appointment to Whatcom County Boards and Commissions

Public Statement
THIS IS A PUBLIC DOCUMENT: As a candidate for a public board or
commission, the information provided will be available to the County Council,
County Executive, and the public. All board and commission members are
expected to be fair, impartial, and respectful of the public, County staff, and each
other. Failure to abide by these expectations may result in revocation of
appointment and removal from the appointive position.

Title Mrs.

First Name brandi

Last Name Hutton

Today's Date 1/25/2021

Street Address 2800 Yew Street

City Bellingham

Zip 98226

Do you live in & are
you registered to vote
in Whatcom County?

Yes

Do you have a different
mailing address?

Field not completed.

Primary Telephone 3603050004

Secondary Telephone 3606477093

Email Address brandih@sustainableconnections.org

Step 2

1. Name of Board or Solid Waste Advisory Committee
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Committee

Solid Waste Advisory
Committee (SWAC)
Position:

Public interest group representative (and the name of the group
you represent)

2. Do you meet the
residency,
employment, and/or
affiliation requirements
of the position for
which you’re applying?

Yes

3. Which Council
district do you live in?

District 2

4. Are you a US
citizen?

Yes

5. Are you registered to
vote in Whatcom
County?

Yes

6. Have you declared
candidacy (as defined
by RCW 42.17A.055)
for a paid elected office
in any jurisdiction
within the county?

No

7. Have you ever been
a member of this
Board/Commission?

No

8. Do you or your
spouse have a financial
interest in or are you
an employee or officer
of any business or
agency that does
business with
Whatcom County?

No

You may attach a
resume or detailed
summary of
experience,
qualifications, &
interest in response to

Field not completed.
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the following questions

9. Please describe your
occupation (or former
occupation if retired),
qualifications,
professional and/or
community activities,
and education

I am currently the Sustainable Business Development Program
Assistant at Sustainable Connections. I have held this position
for a year and a half absorbing and learning all that I can about
waste management in Whatcom County. My primary focus at this
time is Sustainable Connection’s Food Recovery Program, due
to the pandemic slowing our ability to conduct traditional waste
audits. 
Before starting with Sustainable Connections, I studied
Environmental Conservation at Western Washington University.
After graduating, I took a position with The Whatcom
Conservation District working as a Conservation Reserve
Enhancement Program CREP assistant and helping to run their
annual native plant sale. 

10. Please describe
why you’re interested
in serving on this board
or commission

Prior to accepting a job with Sustainable Connections, I was not
in the profession of helping community members and business
navigate or local waste streams. I want to excel and glean as
much information as possible to be able to convey the most
accurate and up to date information I can. I feel I am in a unique
position to both deliver the most accurate information to the
consumer as was as rely back the experience of the customer
perspective.

References (please
include daytime
telephone number):

Mark Peterson, Sustainable Business Development Program
Manager
(360) 201-0879 

Signature of applicant: Brandi Hutton

Place Signed /
Submitted

2800 Yew St. Bellingham, WA 98226

(Section Break)

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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Agenda Bill Master Report

Whatcom County COUNTY COURTHOUSE
311 Grand Avenue, Ste #105
Bellingham, WA 98225-4038

(360) 778-5010

File Number: AB2021-084

1AB2021-084 Status: Agenda ReadyFile ID: Version:

JNixon@co.whatcom.wa.us01/25/2021File Created: Entered by:

Council AppointmentCouncil OfficeDepartment: File Type:

Assigned to: Council Final Action:

Agenda Date: 02/09/2021 Enactment #:

Primary Contact Email:    jnixon@co.whatcom.wa.us

TITLE FOR AGENDA ITEM:

Council appointment to fill vacancies on the Noxious Weed Control Board - Applicant(s):  Dale Yoder 

and Alexander Vondrell

SUMMARY STATEMENT OR LEGAL NOTICE LANGUAGE:

NOXIOUS WEED CONTROL BOARD

2 Vacancies, current members eligible to reapply, 4-year terms. Members must reside in Noxious 

Weed district 1 or 4, be engaged in agricultural production, and have ten signatures from registered 

voters in that district. 

· District No. 1 - North Boundary is the U.S./Canada Border; South Boundary follows along 

Birch-Bay Lynden, Polinder, Timon, Lindsay and Sorenson Rds.; East and West Boundaries 

are the same for Whatcom County.

· District No. 4 - North Boundary follows Slater and Bakerview Rds.; South Boundary follows 

Galbraith Rd. east to west through Hale Passage excluding Lummi Island; East and West 

Boundaries are the same as for Whatcom County.

Four board members shall be involved in the primary production of agriculture products. However, this 

does not require that agriculture be a primary source of income for these members. The Board 

promotes education concerning management of listed noxious weeds such as tansy ragwort, knapweed, 

purple loosestrife, knotweed and their impacts on natural resources. Members generally meet every 

other month. 

HISTORY OF LEGISLATIVE FILE

Page 1Whatcom County Printed on 2/3/2021
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Agenda Bill Master Report Continued (AB2021-084)

Action:  Sent To:  Date:  Acting Body:  

Attachments: Applicant List, Yoder Application, Vondrell Application.pdf
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COUNTY EXECUTIVE 
Satpal Sidhu 
 

 

         

COUNCILMEMBERS 
Rud Browne 

Barry Buchanan 
Tyler Byrd 

Todd Donovan 
Ben Elenbaas 
Carol Frazey 

Kathy Kershner 

 
WHATCOM COUNTY  

BOARDS AND COMMISSION VACANCIES 
Through January 31, 2021 

 

APPLICANT LIST 
 
NOXIOUS WEED CONTROL BOARD   
2 Vacancies, current members eligible to reapply, 4-year terms. Members must reside in Noxious 
Weed district 1 or 4, be engaged in agricultural production, and have ten signatures from registered 
voters in that district. 
 

o District No. 1 - North Boundary is the U.S./Canada Border; South Boundary follows along 
Birch-Bay Lynden, Polinder, Timon, Lindsay and Sorenson Rds.; East and West Boundaries are 
the same for Whatcom County. 

o District No. 4 - North Boundary follows Slater and Bakerview Rds.; South Boundary follows 
Galbraith Rd. east to west through Hale Passage excluding Lummi Island; East and West 
Boundaries are the same as for Whatcom County. 

Four board members shall be involved in the primary production of agriculture products. However, 
this does not require that agriculture be a primary source of income for these members. The Board 
promotes education concerning management of listed noxious weeds such as tansy ragwort, 
knapweed, purple loosestrife, knotweed and their impacts on natural resources. Members generally 
meet every other month.  
 
At the Noxious Weed Control Board meeting on December 15, 2020, the Board voted to recommend 
the following applicant(s), per RCW 17.10.050(2) 
 
 
Noxious Weed District 1 Applicant: 

• Dale Yoder, incumbent 
 
 
Noxious Weed District 7 Applicant: 

• Alexander Vondrell, incumbent 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Boards, commission, and committee (BCAC) members have to meet the following qualifications:  
1. US Citizen (Charter 4.20)  
2. Resident and registered voter in Whatcom County (Charter 4.20)  
3. Resident of the district, agency, or group the person is appointed to represent on a specific board, 
committee or commission (WCC 2.03.100)  
4. If required, the specific qualifications per the enabling ordinance, resolution, or RCW (see enabling 
statute of the specific BCAC.) 519
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From:
To:

Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com

Online Form Submittal: Board and Commission Application
Monday, December 7, 2020 8:45:07 PM

Board and Commission Application

Step 1

Application for Appointment to Whatcom County Boards and Commissions

Public Statement
THIS IS A PUBLIC DOCUMENT: As a candidate for a public board or
commission, the information provided will be available to the County Council,
County Executive, and the public. All board and commission members are
expected to be fair, impartial, and respectful of the public, County staff, and each
other. Failure to abide by these expectations may result in revocation of
appointment and removal from the appointive position.

Title Mr.

First Name Dale

Last Name Yoder

Today's Date 12/7/2020

Street Address 9279 weidkamp Rd

City Lynden

Zip 9826r

Do you live in & are
you registered to vote
in Whatcom County?

Yes

Do you have a different
mailing address?

Field not completed.

Primary Telephone 360.303.4240

Secondary Telephone Field not completed.

Email Address Dyoder10@hotmail.com

Step 2

1. Name of Board or Noxious Weed Control Board
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Committee

Noxious Weed Control
Board Position:

Noxious Weed District 1

2. Do you meet the
residency,
employment, and/or
affiliation requirements
of the position for
which you’re applying?

No

3. Which Council
district do you live in?

District 1

4. Are you a US
citizen?

Yes

5. Are you registered to
vote in Whatcom
County?

Yes

6. Have you declared
candidacy (as defined
by RCW 42.17A.055)
for a paid elected office
in any jurisdiction
within the county?

No

7. Have you ever been
a member of this
Board/Commission?

Yes

If yes, please list dates: Field not completed.

8. Do you or your
spouse have a financial
interest in or are you
an employee or officer
of any business or
agency that does
business with
Whatcom County?

No

You may attach a
resume or detailed
summary of
experience,
qualifications, &

Field not completed.
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interest in response to
the following questions

9. Please describe your
occupation (or former
occupation if retired),
qualifications,
professional and/or
community activities,
and education

Farmer/rancher

10. Please describe
why you’re interested
in serving on this board
or commission

Field not completed.

References (please
include daytime
telephone number):

Field not completed.

Signature of applicant: Dale Yoder

Place Signed /
Submitted

Lynden Washington

(Section Break)

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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From:
To:

Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com

Online Form Submittal: Board and Commission Application
Monday, February 1, 2021 10:14:05 AM

Board and Commission Application

Step 1

Application for Appointment to Whatcom County Boards and Commissions

Public Statement
THIS IS A PUBLIC DOCUMENT: As a candidate for a public board or
commission, the information provided will be available to the County Council,
County Executive, and the public. All board and commission members are
expected to be fair, impartial, and respectful of the public, County staff, and each
other. Failure to abide by these expectations may result in revocation of
appointment and removal from the appointive position.

Title Mr.

First Name Alexander

Last Name Vomdrell

Today's Date 2/1/2021

Street Address 2302 Lisa Lane

City Bellingham

Zip 98229

Do you live in & are
you registered to vote
in Whatcom County?

Yes

Do you have a different
mailing address?

Field not completed.

Primary Telephone 360-961-4798

Secondary Telephone Field not completed.

Email Address ajvondrell@hotmail.com

Step 2

1. Name of Board or Noxious Weed Control Board
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Committee

Noxious Weed Control
Board Position:

Noxious Weed District 4

2. Do you meet the
residency,
employment, and/or
affiliation requirements
of the position for
which you’re applying?

Yes

3. Which Council
district do you live in?

District 4

4. Are you a US
citizen?

Yes

5. Are you registered to
vote in Whatcom
County?

Yes

6. Have you declared
candidacy (as defined
by RCW 42.17A.055)
for a paid elected office
in any jurisdiction
within the county?

No

7. Have you ever been
a member of this
Board/Commission?

Yes

If yes, please list dates: The last 4 years

8. Do you or your
spouse have a financial
interest in or are you
an employee or officer
of any business or
agency that does
business with
Whatcom County?

No

You may attach a
resume or detailed
summary of
experience,
qualifications, &

Field not completed.
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interest in response to
the following questions

9. Please describe your
occupation (or former
occupation if retired),
qualifications,
professional and/or
community activities,
and education

City of Bellingham Construction Inspector

10. Please describe
why you’re interested
in serving on this board
or commission

I would like to continue being a board member. I strongly believe
in the efforts of controlling noxious weeds in our county.

References (please
include daytime
telephone number):

Laurel Baldwin 360-319-6961

Signature of applicant: Alexander Vondrell

Place Signed /
Submitted

Bellingham, WA

(Section Break)

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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Agenda Bill Master Report

Whatcom County COUNTY COURTHOUSE
311 Grand Avenue, Ste #105
Bellingham, WA 98225-4038

(360) 778-5010

File Number: AB2021-092

1AB2021-092 Status: Agenda ReadyFile ID: Version:

MCaldwel@co.whatcom.wa.us01/27/2021File Created: Entered by:

OrdinanceFinance DivisionDepartment: File Type:

Assigned to: Council Final Action:

Agenda Date: 02/09/2021 Enactment #:

Primary Contact Email:    mcaldwel@co.whatcom.wa.us

TITLE FOR AGENDA ITEM:

Ordinance amending the 2021 Whatcom County Budget, request no. 3, in the amount of $7,854,280

SUMMARY STATEMENT OR LEGAL NOTICE LANGUAGE:

Supplemental #3 requests funding from the General Fund:

1. To reappropriate $47,016 in Parks to fund Lookout Mountain Road failure A&E from grant 

proceeds.

2. To reappropriate $30,625 in Parks to fund Point Whitehorn Stairway A&E from grant 

proceeds.

3. To reappropriate $163,777 in Sheriff to fund Operation Stonegarden FY19 program from 

grant proceeds.

4. To reappropriate $2,419 in Sheriff to fund Organized Crime Drug Enforcement Task Forces 

program from grant proceeds.

5. To appropriate $6,809,443 in Health to fund Emergency Rental Assistance 2021 program from 

grant proceeds.

From the COVID-19 Emergency Response Fund:

6. To appropriate $551,000 to fund COVID response - recovery activities.

From the Conservation Futures Fund:

7. To appropriate $250,000 to fund City of Lynden Glenning Park project.

HISTORY OF LEGISLATIVE FILE

Page 1Whatcom County Printed on 2/3/2021
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 PROPOSED BY:  Executive 
 INTRODUCTION DATE: 02/09/21 

 
 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 
AMENDMENT NO. 3 OF THE 2021 BUDGET  

 
 

     WHEREAS, the 2021-2022 budget was adopted November 24, 2020; and,  
     WHEREAS, changing circumstances require modifications to the approved 2021-2022 budget; 
and, 
     WHEREAS, the modifications to the budget have been assembled here for deliberation by the 
Whatcom County Council, 
     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Whatcom County Council that the 2021-2022 
Whatcom County Budget Ordinance #2020-068 is hereby amended by adding the following additional 
amounts to the 2021 budget included therein: 
 

Fund Expenditures Revenues Net Effect

Parks 77,641             (77,641)          -                    

Sheriff 166,196           (166,196)        -                    

Health 6,809,443        (6,911,585)      (102,142)        

7,053,280        (7,155,422)      (102,142)        

551,000           -                    551,000          

250,000           -                    250,000          

  Total Supplemental 7,854,280        (7,155,422)      698,858          

General Fund

Total General Fund

COVID-19 Emergency Response Fund

Conservation Futures Fund

 
      

 

ADOPTED this          day of                                        , 2021. 
 
 
WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL 

ATTEST:      WHATCOM COUNTY, WASHINGTON 
 
                                                                 ______________________________________  
Dana Brown-Davis, Council Clerk   Barry Buchanan, Chair of Council 
 

APPROVED AS TO FORM:   (  ) Approved  (  ) Denied 
        
Approved by email/C Quinn/M Caldwell                                                            
Civil Deputy Prosecutor    Satpal Sidhu, County Executive 
 

       Date: __________________________ 
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WHATCOM COUNTY

Department/Fund Description

Increased     

(Decreased)  

Expenditure 

(Increased)      

Decreased     

Revenue

Net Effect to Fund 

Balance (Increase) 

Decrease

General Fund

Parks
To fund Lookout Mountain Road failure A&E from 

grant proceeds.
                    47,016                  (47,016)                            - 

Parks
To fund Point Whitehorn Stairway A&E from grant 

proceeds.
                    30,625                  (30,625)

Sheriff
To fund Operation Stonegarden FY19 program 

from grant proceeds.
                  163,777                (163,777)                            - 

Sheriff
To fund Organized Crime Drug Enforcement Task 

Forces program from grant proceeds.
                      2,419                    (2,419)                            - 

Health
To fund Emergency Rental Assistance 2021 

program from grant proceeds.
               6,809,443             (6,911,585)               (102,142)

 Total General Fund                7,053,280             (7,155,422)               (102,142)

COVID-19 Emergency Response Fund To fund COVID Response - Recovery                   551,000                           -                  551,000 

Conservation Futures Fund To fund Glenning Park Project                   250,000                             -                250,000 

  Total Supplemental                7,854,280             (7,155,422)                698,858 

Summary of the 2021 Supplemental Budget Ordinance No. 3
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WHATCOM COUNTY Mark Personius, AICP 
Planning & Development Services  Director 
5280 Northwest Drive  
Bellingham, WA  98226-9097   
360-778-5900, TTY 800-833-6384  
360-778-5901 Fax 

 

Memorandum 
TO: The Honorable Whatcom County Council 
 The Honorable Satpal Sidhu, County Executive 

FROM: Curtis Metz, Building Services Division Manager 
 Cliff Strong, Senior Planner 

THROUGH: Mark Personius, Director, Planning and Development Services 

DATE: January 29, 2021 

SUBJECT: Adoption of the International Building, Fire, & Associated Codes  

Purpose 

As required by RCW Chapter 19.27, to adopt by reference, with certain amendments, the Washington 
State Building Code Council approved versions of the: 

• 2018 International Building Code  
• 2018 International Existing Building Code  
• 2018 International Swimming Pool and Spa Code; 
• 2018 International Residential Code 
• 2018 International Fire Code 
• 2018 International Mechanical Code 
• 2018 International Fuel Gas Code  
• 2018 Uniform Plumbing Code 
• 2018 Washington State Energy Code 
• 1997 Uniform Code for the Abatement of Dangerous Buildings 
• And certain Americans with Disabilities Act provisions 

Each of these has certain amendments, exclusions, and/or appendices proposed for adoption (or 
exclusion), and a complete referenced list is found in Exhibit A, §15.04.010 (Adoption of Referenced 
Codes). 

Background 

Every three years the International Code Council updates the international building and related codes to 
provide updated information, code language, and changes to previous codes to provide a reasonable 
level of safety, public health, and general welfare through structural strength, means of egress, 
sanitation, adequate light and ventilation, energy conservation and safety to life and property from fire 
and other hazards attributed to the built environment. The updated codes are released and publicized 
by the ICC on the 1st of January every code cycle year. The codes are then reviewed and amended by the 
Washington State Building Code Council, a process taking approximately one year. The Washington 
State Amendments are then released and publicized around the 1st of January and then scheduled to be 
adopted on the 1st of July of that year. These codes and amendments are required to be adopted by the 
cities and counties per RCW 19.27 and go into effect the date designated by the State Building Code 

545



2 

 

Council. The cities and counties follow suit and have their amendments to the new codes adopted at the 
same time or as close as possible of the effective date of the new codes. 

However, the 2018 codes have taken a slightly different path. The typical adoption date of July 1, 2019, 
was pushed back to July 1, 2020, by the State Building Code Council (SBCC). On April 2, 2020, by 
Proclamation 20-40, the Governor extended the code effective date from July 1, 2020, to November 1, 
2020. On June 26, 2020, the SBCC extended the code effective date to February 1, 2021. On January 15, 
2021 there was a motion passed by the SBCC to move the adoption date back again to July 1, 2021. This 
was followed up by public announcements from the BIAW, BIAWC, and the Washington State Energy 
Code Council. On January 19, 2021, this motion was repealed by Governor Inslee, and the adoption date 
was moved back to February 1, 2021.  

During this past winter, during the COVID-19 pandemic, the Washington State Energy program has been 
creating and publishing online trainings and webinars available on their WEB site for training. They have 
also updated all the energy code worksheets and compliance check sheets to the 2018 codes, which 
support the adoption date of February 1, 2021. 

The 2018 Codes, including the 2018 Washington State Energy Code, therefore went into effect on 
February 1, 2021. However, cities and counties can amend the administrative provisions of the 2018 
Codes to suit their particular operational or procedural needs.  

Proposed Whatcom County Title 15 Amendments to the 2018 Codes 

Clean-Up & Reorganization 
Most of the amendments to Title 15 have to do with cleaning it up. There’s a lot of outdate references, 
text, position titles, bad grammar, etc. The main cleanup changes are: 

• Definitions – We have moved all definitions to one section (15.04.012). We did this because 
there were multiple locations of definitions of the same word and in some instances defined 
differently. Staff has been slowly (as we progress through various code amendments) moving all 
definitions of each title into one section, with the long-term goal of creating one chapter or title 
for all WCC definitions so that they can be made and kept consistent across the all the codes. 
This way if a definition needs to be updated it only needs to be updated in one spot.  

• IFC Appendix B – Appendix B of the International Fire Code, as currently adopted, is an almost 
total re-write; only five short sections (paragraphs) of the original appendix has been 
maintained. However, users have to go back and forth between that appendix and our code to 
see what actually applies. We have now just incorporated those few sections into our own 
modified version of Appendix B and are proposing to adopt it in its entirety.  

• Whatcom County Development Standards (WCDS) – Title 15 currently contains certain 
descriptions of measurements, geometrics, and exhibits for roads and emergency apparatus 
access. However, there have been amendments to the WCDS that were not amended in Title 15, 
which has created inconsistent standards. To ensure consistency, we are proposing to delete 
these actual standards from Title 15 and just refer to the “Whatcom County Development 
Standards and Drawings, Chapter 5 (Roads & Related Work).”  

We are proposing a couple of policy changes, though: 

• Tiny Homes Definitions – Council has expressed an interest in amending our codes to better 
allow for tiny homes. The 2018 IRC has addressed the topic of Tiny Homes by creating Appendix 
Q which provides requirements on minimum construction sizes and clearances to maintain fire 
and life safety features. Though most changes will come through amendments to Titles 20 
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(Zoning) and 21 (Land Division) later this year, we are adding definitions of tiny homes to Title 
15 so that the terms will be synonymous between all codes.   

• SFR Openings in Fire-Rated Walls – We have added a new exception to IFC Appendix B, §B105.3 
that allows one opening in a fire-rated wall that is constructed to reduce fire areas in order to 
reduce fire flow requirements as regulated by the IFC. Single family residences (SFRs) require 
fire flow of 500 GPM @ 20 psi for 1 hour when they exceed 4,000 sf. If there is no fire hydrant 
available that meets these requirements, the fire flow requirement can be can be reduced by 
100% if an NFPA 13-D automatic sprinkler system is installed throughout the entire building. As 
the code is written now, once the size of the structure exceeds 8,000 sf it would require 
sprinklers throughout and fire flow would be required as stated in Table B105.1 of the IFC. If a 
hydrant is not available to meet the fire flow requirements, a water tank, pump, and hydrant 
would need to be constructed on-site. To mitigate the cost of constructing a fire flow system, a 
2-hour fire-rated wall can be constructed within the SFR to create two “separate” buildings with 
calculated fire flow areas of less than 8,000 sf. For SFRs, this wall is typically constructed 
between the garage and living space. According to the IFC no such openings are allowed in fire 
walls constructed to reduce fire flow areas to create two separate buildings. This requirement 
makes sense when talking about industrial, commercial, public, or other buildings where the 
general public is allowed. However, an SFR is typically less hazardous than such buildings, does 
not have the general public present, and the occupants are familiar with their surroundings, 
thus greatly reducing the potential for the loss of life in this type of structure. The IBC allows 
fire-rated openings in fire-rated walls that separate buildings or occupancies, but does not 
address fire flow requirements. Using construction requirements from the IBC to construct fire-
rated openings in fire-rated walls, we are proposing this exception to address some of the larger 
homes we have in Whatcom County. We are proposing only one opening be allowed and have 
capped the size of the entire building to 10,000 sf as the fire flow requirements increase above 
that size. 

Staff Recommendation 

Staff recommends that the Council adopt Ordinance No. _______, amending WWC Title 15 (Building & 
Construction) to adopt the 2018 International Building and associated Codes, as amended, as shown in 
in Exhibit A of the ordinance. 
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PROPOSED BY: ____________ 
INTRODUCTION DATE:____________ 

 
ORDINANCE NO. ______________ 

 
ADOPTING AMENDMENTS TO WHATCOM COUNTY CODE TITLE 15 (BUILDINGS & CONSTRUCTION) TO 

ADOPT BY REFERENCE THE 2018 EDITIONS OF THE INTERNATIONAL BUILDING, RESIDENTIAL, 
MECHANICAL, FUEL GAS, EXISTING BUILDING, FIRE CODES, AND THE NATIONAL FUEL GAS, 

WASHINGTON STATE ENERGY, UNIFORM PLUMBING, & LIQUEFIED PETROLEUM GAS CODES, AND THE 
1997 UNIFORM CODE FOR THE ABATEMENT OF DANGEROUS BUILDINGS, AS AMENDED AS SET FORTH 

HEREIN, AS REQUIRED BY RCW CHAPTER 19.27 
 
 WHEREAS, the State Building Code Council has updated and amended the State Building Code 
by adopting the International Codes, 2018 Edition, with modifications; and, 

 WHEREAS, RCW Chapter 19.27 requires local jurisdictions to administer and enforce the State 
Building Code within the unincorporated areas of its boundaries; and, 

 WHEREAS, RCW 19.27.040 allows local jurisdictions to adopt appropriate modifications and/or 
amendments to the State Building Code; and, 

 WHEREAS, some identified modifications and/or amendments to the State Building Code as it 
applies to Whatcom County are desirable for various reasons; and, 

 WHEREAS, the local adoption of the referenced codes will promote and protect the health, 
safety, and welfare of occupants or users of buildings and structures and the general public, and will 
fulfill the state-mandated enforcement obligation; and, 

 WHEREAS, the Whatcom County Council held a public hearing on February 23, 2021 to review 
findings and staff recommendations and to consider any public testimony and written correspondence 
regarding this matter. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Whatcom County Council that: 

Section 1. Amendments to the Whatcom County Code are hereby adopted as shown in Exhibit A.  

Section 2. Staff is authorized to work with Code Publishing to correct and update any cross-
references made ineffective by these amendments. 
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Section 3.  Adjudication of invalidity of any of the sections, clauses, or provisions of this Ordinance 
shall not affect or impair the validity of the Ordinance as a whole or any part thereof other than the part 
so declared to be invalid. 

ADOPTED this ________ day of ______________, 2021. 

 

WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL 
WHATCOM COUNTY, WASHINGTON 
 
ATTEST:   
 
 
 
Dana Brown-Davis, Council Clerk   Barry Buchanan, Council Chair 
 
 
APPROVED as to form:     (  ) Approved     (  ) Denied 
 
 
   
Civil Deputy Prosecutor     Satpal Sidhu, Executive 
 
       Date:    ______________________ 
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Exhibit A: 2018 Building Codes Update 
Title 15 BUILDINGS & CONSTRUCTION 

Chapter 15.04 Building Codes 

15.04.010 Adoption of Referenced Codes. 
Whatcom County hereby adopts the following codes, as amended by the Washington State Building 
Code Council pursuant to Chapters 19.27 and 70.92 RCW or successor, for the purpose of establishing 
rules and regulations for the construction, alteration, removalrelocation, enlargement, replacement, 
repair, demolition, equipment, use and occupancy, location, and maintenance, removal, and demolition 
of every  of buildings orand structures, or any appurtenances connected or attached to such buildings or 
structures, including permits and penalties. 
A. The 20152018  International Building Code (IBC), including the 20152018 International Existing 

Building Code (IEBC), 2018 International Swimming Pool and Spa Code (ISPSC),  Appendix B, except 
as amended per Ordinance No. 2007-024, Board of Appeals, and including Appendices C, E, and J, as 
published by the International Code Council, hereinafter referred to as the IBC, as modified by 
Chapter 51-50 WAC or successor, and as amended in WCC 15.04.015, 15.04.020, and 15.04.050, is 
hereby adopted by reference. 

B. The 20152018 International Residential Code (IRC), including Appendices E, G, and K, and Q as 
published by the International Code Council, hereinafter referred to as the IRC, and as modified by 
Chapter 51-51 WAC or successor and as amended in WCC 15.04.030 and in WCC 15.04.050, is 
hereby adopted by reference with the following additions, deletions and exceptions; provided, that 
Chapters 11 and 25 through 42 of this code are not adopted. 

C. The 20152018 International Fire Code (IFC), including Appendix A, except as amended per Ordinance 
No. 2007-024, (Board of Appeals); Appendices B, C, and D and most current supplements, as 
published by the International Code Council, hereinafter referred to as the IFC, as modified by 
Chapter 51-54A WAC or successor, and as amended in WCC 15.04.040 and 15.04.050. 

D. The 20152018 International Mechanical Code (IMC), including Appendix A, as published by the 
International Code Council, hereinafter referred to as the IMC, as modified by Chapter 51-52 WAC 
and as amended by WCC 15.04.050 or successor. 

E. The 20152018 International Fuel Gas Code (IFGC), as published by the International Code Council, 
hereinafter referred to as the IFGC, as modified by Chapter 51-52 WAC and as amended by WCC 
15.04.050 or successor. 

F. The standards for liquefied petroleum gas installations shall be the 20152018 Edition of NFPA 58 
(Liquefied Petroleum Gas Code) and the 20152018 Edition of ANSI Z223.1/NFPA 54 (National Fuel 
Gas Code), adopted by reference in Chapter 51-52 WAC and as amended by WCC 15.04.050 or 
successor. 

G. Except as provided in RCW 19.27.170, tThe  20152018 Uniform Plumbing Code (UPC), the 20128 
Uniform Plumbing Code Standards (IAPMO/ANSI UPC 1-20128), and/or all current referenced 
standards, and including Appendices A, B, C, and I, as published by the International Association of 
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Plumbing and Mechanical Officials, hereinafter referred to as the UPC, as modified by Chapter 51-56 
WAC and as amended by WCC 15.04.050 or successor. 

H. The rules adopted by the Washington State Building Code Council establishing standards for making 
buildings and facilities accessible and usable by the physically disabled or elderly persons as 
provided in Chapter 51-50 WAC, IBC Chapters 10 and 11, IBC Appendix E, and ICC/ANSI A117.1 2009 
or successor. 

I. The 20152018 Washington State Energy Code, per Chapter 51-11C WAC, (Commercial Provision), 
Chapter 51-11R WAC, (Residential Provisions), and appendix chapters or successor, hereinafter 
referred to as the WSEC, promulgated by the State Building Code Council. 

J. The Uniform Code for the Abatement of Dangerous Buildings, 1997 Edition, or successor. 
K. Design data for Whatcom County shall be per WCC 15.04.030(E)(, item no. 1) Climatic and 

Geographic Design Criteria). 

15.04.012 Definitions. 
The following words shall have the following meanings in this Title and throughout the codes adopted in 
§15.01.010: 

“Administrative Authority” is the Department of Planning & Development Services, the Building 
Services Division, and the Whatcom County Building Official. 

“Agricultural Building.” Livestock shelters or buildings, including shade structures and milking barns; 
poultry buildings or shelters; barns; storage of equipment and machinery used exclusively in agriculture; 
horticultural structures, including detached production greenhouses and crop protection shelters; 
sheds; grain silos; and stables. (IBC Appendix C, Group U-Agricultural Buildings) 

“Agricultural Processing Building and/or Facility.” Buildings/facilities where agricultural products are 
cooled, frozen or dried, and packaged in their otherwise unaltered, primary state for shipping to 
distribution sales outlets. Agricultural processing buildings/facilities may include conveyors, refrigeration 
equipment and rooms, other applicable processing or environmental mechanical equipment, offices, 
employee facilities, restrooms, product and product packaging storage, loading docks, and similar 
applicable accessory appurtenances. 

Although agricultural processing buildings/facilities are determined by Whatcom County to be a 
Group U occupancy for purposes of determining fire flow requirements, they represent a more intensive 
use than agricultural buildings, based on the typical number of personnel (even if seasonal), type of 
equipment, and typical operations. Appropriate, applicable health, fire, and life/safety codes and 
regulations will be applied in the review process of these buildings/facilities. 

Cooking, modifying, altering, combining, and/or other secondary food processing/ manufacturing is 
not considered agricultural processing. The primary use for this type of processing is determined to be a 
Group F occupancy per applicable provisions of the IBC and other adopted codes and regulations 

 “Building Official” is the Director of the Department of Planning & Development Services or his/her 
designee. See WCC 15.04.015 (Department of Building Safety ). 

“Building Site” is any site proposed for the location of a manufactured home, including sites within 
mobile home parks. 

“Critical Areas” means those resource and hazard areas as designated in WCC 16.16 (Critical Areas).  
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 “Director” means the director of the Whatcom County Department of Planning and Development 
Services, or his/her designee. 

“Fire Chief.” Whenever the term Fire Chief is referenced in this code it shall mean Whatcom County 
Fire Marshal (Fire Code Official) or his/her designee, as identified in IFC §103, except as stated in IFC 
§104.11 and/or where the Fire Marshal has delegated a specific responsibility to the Fire Chief of a given 
fire district by verbal, written, and/or historic agreement. 

“Fire Code Official.” Whenever the term Fire Code Official is referenced in this code it shall mean 
Whatcom County Fire Marshal, or his/her designee, as identified in IFC §103.2 and as amended per WCC 
15.04.040. 

 “Fire-Flow.”  The flow rate of a water supply, measured at 20 pounds per square inch (psi) (138 kPa) 
residual pressure, that is available for firefighting. 

“Fire-Flow Calculation Area.” The floor area, in square feet (m2 ), used to determine the required 
fire flow. 

 “HUD” is the Federal Department of Housing and Urban Development. 
“Installer” shall either be the owner or a State licensed mobile home installer. 
“Manufactured Home” means a structure designed and built to comply with the Washington State 

Department of Labor and Industry’s rules and regulations for Manufactured Homes and Commercial 
Coaches. It is also defined and cross-referenced per the current adopted edition of the IRC, §R202 
(Definitions, MANUFACTURED HOME). 

“Mobile Home” is a transportable, factory-built dwelling unit constructed prior to June 15, 1976 
(prior to enactment of National Manufactured Housing Construction & Safety Standards [NMHCSS] Act 
of 1974). 

“Ordinary High Water Mark”: The mark or line on all lakes, rivers, streams, and tidal water that will 
be found by examining the beds and banks and ascertaining where the presence and action of waters 
are so common and usual, and so long continued in all ordinary years, as to mark upon the soil a 
character distinct from that of the abutting upland in respect to vegetation as that condition existed on 
June 1, 1971, as it may naturally change thereafter, or as it may change thereafter in accordance with 
approved development; provided, that in any area where the OHWM cannot be found, the OHWM 
adjoining saltwater shall be the line of mean higher high tide and the OHWM adjoining fresh water shall 
be the line of mean high water. For braided streams, the OHWM is found on the banks forming the 
outer limits of the depression within which the braiding occurs. 

 “Permanent Foundation” means concrete blocks on a concrete footing or slab, or other approved 
engineered foundation systems. 

Tiny Home. A tiny home is a single-family dwelling unit that is 400 square feet or less in floor area 
(excluding sleeping lofts). There are two types of tiny homes as described below. Any other form is 
considered a recreational vehicle. 

1. Site-Built Tiny Home. A tiny home built on-site on a permanent foundation that meets the 
minimum requirements of the International Residential Code (IRC), including provisions of 
Appendix Q, and is reviewed and inspected by Whatcom County. 

2. Manufactured Tiny Home. A factory-built tiny home bearing a certification tag from the 
Washington State Department of Labor and Industries (L&I) or other approved third party 
inspection agency stating it is approved for use as a single-family residence per the current 

Comment [CES1]: Amended to that in the SMP 

Comment [CM2]: This definition matches the 
definition in appendix Q in the IRC. The size is also 
consistent with the definition of a park model in 
WAC 296-150P-00200. 
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edition of the International Residential Code (IRC) or Housing and Urban Development (HUD) 
requirements. Manufactured tiny homes usually have wheels and a chassis when they come out 
of the factory, and typically have the wheels removed prior to placing it on its manufacturer-
approved foundation.  

15.04.015 Department of Building Safety. 
Section 103 is amended as follows: 

103.1 Creation of Enforcement Agency. The Department of Building Safety is hereby created and 
the official in charge thereof shall be known as the Building Official. The Department of Building 
Safety is hereby referred to as the Building Services Division of the Whatcom County Planning 
and Development Services Department (WCPDS). 

103.2 Appointment. The Department Director is the Building Official. The Director may appoint 
an alternate designee at his/her discretion. 

103.3 Deputies. In accordance with the prescribed procedures of this jurisdiction and with the 
concurrence of the appointing authority, the Building Official shall have the authority to appoint 
a Deputy Building Official, the related technical officers, inspectors, plans examiners and other 
employees. Such employees shall have powers as delegated by the Building Official. 

15.04.016 Project Permit Review Procedures. 
All applications for project permits shall be reviewed and processed in accordance with WCC Chapter 
Title 22.05 WCC (Land Use and Development), except as otherwise stated within this title. Appeals of 
this Title’s fire and building code requirements shall be made to the Board of Appeals per current 
building code. The Hearing Examiner shall be the appeal body for appeals of non-fire and building code 
requirements associated with project permits required by this Title.  

15.04.020 Amendments to the International Building Code (IBC). 
A. IBC §103 is amended as follows: 

§103.1 Creation of Enforcement Agency. The Department of Building Safety is hereby created 
and the official in charge thereof shall be known as the Building Official. The Department of 
Building Safety is hereby referred to as the Building Services Division of the Whatcom County 
Planning and Development Services Department (WCPDS). 

§103.2 Appointment. The Director of Planning and Development Services is the Building Official. 
The Director may appoint an alternate designee at their discretion. 

§103.3 Deputies. In accordance with the prescribed procedures of this jurisdiction and with the 
concurrence of the appointing authority, the Building Official shall have the authority to appoint 
a Deputy Building Official, the related technical officers, inspectors, plans examiners, and other 
employees. Such employees shall have powers as delegated by the Building Official. 

B. IBC §104 is amended as follows: 
The IBC is amended as follows: 
Section §104.1, (General), is amended with the following additional language:  

Comment [CES3]: Moved to 15.04.020(A) 

Comment [CES4]: Moved from 15.04.015 
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For matters related to flood review of building permits The Building Official defers to WCC Title 
17, (Flood Damage Prevention), and WCC Chapter 16.16 (Critical Areas) shall control.per 
associated requirements of the Endangered Species Act (ESA), to be administered by Public 
Works, River and Flood Division, for all matters related to flood review of building permits. 

In Section §104.11, (Alternate Materials, Design and Methods of Construction), the last sentence is 
amended as follows: 

Where the alternative material, design, or method of construction is not approved, the 
Building Official shall respond in writing, stating the reasons why the alternative was not 
approved, when a determination request is submitted to the Building Official in writing. 

C. IBC §105 is amended as follows: 
1. Section §105.1, (Required), is amended to include the following: 

§105.1.3 Commercial project proposals require pre-screening for a waiver (from pre-application 
meeting) or a pre-application meeting prior to permit application submittal. Pre-screening may 
be waived at the discretion of the Building Official for minor projects such as simple signs, single 
unit small equipment foundations, and projects of similar minor scale and impact. Information 
and document submittals for the purposes of waiver or pre-application are not intended to 
meet the standard for a complete permit application and do not constitute project vesting. 
However, information, requirements, and conditions received by the applicant(s) and/or their 
agents or consultants for a given project proposal, as part of the waiver or pre-application 
process, will be considered vested, regardless of change of adopted codes or regulations, if a 
complete permit application is received within 30 consecutive days from the date of waiver or 
pre-application meeting. Such information, requirements, and conditions are not intended or 
represented as a complete or comprehensive list of project requirements. Significant changes in 
the scope of a project proposal may require additional screening for another waiver or pre-
application meeting. 

§105.1.4 Whatcom County (the County) may require that a covenant or agreement be recorded 
against the deed(s) applicable to the location and/or operation of a given project to inform 
future property owners of the current restrictions or approved land uses. The County may draft 
the covenant or agreement upon whatever terms the County in its discretion deems proper. 

§105.1.5 A coordinated master site plan (MSP), demonstrating consistency in the layout of the 
project proposal with all applicable regulatory requirements, is required to be submitted by the 
applicant and/or project design professional in substantial charge prior to permit issuance. In 
general, a coordinated MSP will be required for projects exceeding a construction value of 
$200,000.00, but may be required for any project the Building Official deems necessary. County 
staff will review the site plan(s) in the application file for regulatory conflicts and discrepancies 
prior to plan check. County staff will notify the applicant and/or design professional of identified 
conflicts or discrepancies to be reconciled. The master site plan may be one page which 
incorporates all applicable regulatory review overlays when practical. It may also include 
multiple overlay pages for readability purposes provided they have been verified by County staff 
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for regulatory consistency. Once the coordinated MSP has been reviewed and approved, 
application review processing will continue. 

§105.1.6 A state licensed contractor may obtain a permit, as required by the mechanical and 
plumbing codes, through mail-in applications for work not exceeding $10,000 valuation and not 
requiring plans and specifications and not in conflict with state or local zoning and 
environmental policies and with the prior approval of the Building Official. 

§105.1.7 The applicant shall fill out in full the forms furnished for that purpose, and attach 
thereto the full amount of moneys that are required for fees as required in the respective codes. 
The application shall contain all information necessary to for the lawful enforcement of the 
provisions of the respective codes. The applicant shall file all forms with applicable fees. 

§105.1.8 No person, firm, partnership, corporation, or other entity shall perform work as 
provided herein until such time as they receive verification of approval of their application by 
the county Building Official and have been given written notice of a valid permit. 

2. Any violation of this chapter shall be cause for the Building Official to revoke the mail-in 
applications privilege of the violator. Upon written notice of revocation, all provisions of the 
mechanical and plumbing codes superseded by this chapter shall resume in full force and effect 
as to the person or industrial plant whose application has been revoked. 

2. Section §105.2, (Work Exempt from Permit), is amended read to read as follows: 
Building: 
1. One-story detached, non-habitable occupied accessory structures without basements, used 

as tool and storage sheds, playhouses, and similar uses, provided that:  
a. 1.) The floor areabuilding footprint does not exceed 120 square feet. [(11 sq. m) 

]measured outside wall to outside wall;  
b. 2.) Accessory structures maintain a minimum separation of 10 [ten] feet [3,048 mm] 

between exterior walls, and a minimum separation of 8 6 [eight] feet [2438 mm] 
between eaves of adjacent buildings on the same property; and  

c. 3.) provided that The accessory structures meet all applicable setback requirements; 
d. . 4) The maximum wall height is 10 feet (3,048 mm);.  
e. 5) The maximum building height is 11 feet 6 inches (3,505 mm); and,.  
f. 5) The maximum eave overhang is 24 inches (610 mm). 

1.2. Fences not over 7 feet (2,134 mm) high. 
2.3. Retaining walls that are do not retain more thanover 4 feet (1,219 mm) of unbalanced back 

fill in height differential measured from the lower finished ground level and the upper 
finished ground levelbottom of the footing to the top of the wall, unless supporting 
surcharge, or grades exceeding a 1:3 slope above or below the wall or impounding Class I, II, 
or IIIA liquids. 

3.4. Water tanks supported directly on grade if the capacity does not exceed 5,000 gallons 
(18,925 L). aAnd the ratio of height to diameter or width does not exceed 2 to 1. 

4.5. Sidewalks, walking surfaces, and driveways not more than 30 inches (762 mm) above grade 
and not over any basement or story below and are not part of an accessible route. 

Comment [CES5]: Deleted, as it makes no sense 
as a penalty, especially since we’re moving to 
electronic submittals. 
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5.6. Painting, papering, tiling, carpeting, cabinets, counter tops, and similar finish work. 
6.7. Temporary motion picture, television, and theater stage sets and scenery. 
7.8. Prefabricated swimming pools installed entirely above-ground and, accessory to a Group R-

3. 
8.9. Shade cloth or soft cover structures constructed for nursery or agricultural purposes and not 

including service systems. 
9.10. Swings and other playground equipment. 
10.11. Window awnings in Group R-3 and U occupancies, supported by an exterior wall which 

do not project more than 54 inches (1,372 mm) from the exterior wall and do not require 
additional support. 

11.12. Non-fixed and movable fixtures, cases, racks, counters, and partitions not over 5 feet 9 
inches (1,753 mm) in height. 

13. Bridges, box culverts, and similar passageway structures built over depressions or obstacles, 
hereinafter referred to as bridges, are structures and may be deemed as exempttherefore 
not exempt per IBC Section §105.2, except as interpreted and quantified in Building Services 
Division Code Interpretation #2002-05. All other bBridges shall be designed and constructed 
per the current adopted Whatcom County Development Standards (WCDS), Chapter 5, 
(Road Standards), Section §513, (Bridges and Associated Retaining Walls);, and per 
applicable portions of IFC Section §503. Bridges constructed as a requirement or condition 
of subdivision or short subdivision approval, per Whatcom County Land Division 
Regulations, WCC Title 21 (Land Division Regulations), and which must receive final approval 
from the Public Works Technical Administrator, shall be deemed by the Building Official to 
have met the permit requirements per IBC Section §105. The Technical Administrator is 
designated as the County Engineer, per WCDS, Chapter 5, (Road Standards), Section §502. 

12.14. Temporary construction site office and storage structures placed at a permitted job site 
during construction may be allowed on a temporary basis and shall be removed upon final 
approval of the construction and prior to issuance of the certificate of occupancy. A 
temporary construction site office or storage structure is a portable structure for which the 
primary purpose is to securely house equipment and supplies, and which may serve as a 
temporary office during construction of a project 

3. Section §105.3, (Application for Permit), is amended to include replace the first paragraph with 
the following: 
To obtain the permit, the applicant shall first file an application in writing on a form provided by 
the Department and shall include all items as stated in the Department’s Administrative Manual. 
Such applications shall: 

4. Section §105.5, (Expiration), is amended to include the following: 
§105.5.1 Land Disturbance permits issued for grading activity shall expire if work authorized 
is not commenced within 180 days of issuance unless a phased plan has been approved by 
the Technical AdministratorDirector. The Technical AdministratorDirector is authorized to 
grant one extension of 180 days if the request is submitted prior to expiration of the permit. 
The extension shall be requested in writing and justifiable cause(s) demonstrated. If the 
project is located within a Water Resource special management areaProtection Overlay 
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District (WCC 20.71) or the Lake Whatcom Watershed Overlay District (WCC 20.51), and 
which are subject to seasonal clearing activity limitations, the extension shall begin at the 
commencement of the construction season, pursuant to WCC 20.80.735 (Water Resource 
Special Management Areas). 

§105.5.2 Grading permits also expire and become invalid when the total approved volume 
has been placed into or excavated from the approved area. 

5. Section §107.2, (Construction Documents), is amended to include the following: 
§107.2.7 Construction documents may be submitted in Standard English or Metric 
measurement. However, the Building Official may require, at his/her discretion, that any 
Metric construction documents be converted by the applicant to Standard English 
measurement, which then may be submitted independently or in tandem with Metric 
documents. 

6. Section §109.6, (Refunds), is amended to include the following policy: 
§109.6.1 The refund policy applies to the current editions and amends the respective 
Sections of the IBC, Section §109; IRC, Section §R108.5; IFC, Section §113.5; IMC, Section 
§106.5.3; IFGC, Section §106.6.3; and UPC, Section §103.4.5, as adopted per WCC 15.04.010. 

§109.6.2 The Building Official may authorize refunding any fee hereunder which was 
erroneously paid or collected at 100%. 

§109.6.3 The Building Official may authorize refunding of not more than 80% of the fee paid 
for a building permit when no work has been done under a building permit issued in 
accordance with the current editions listed in this policy. 

§109.6.4 The Building Official may authorize refunding of not more than 80% of the plan 
review fee paid when an application for a building permit for which a plan review fee has 
been paid is withdrawn or cancelled before any plan reviewing is done. 

§109.6.5 The Building Official shall not authorize the refunding of any fee paid, except upon 
written application filed by the original permittee not later than 180 days after the date of 
fee payment. 

7. Section §113, (Board of Appeals), is amended as follows: 
Appeals related to grading activity, per Appendix J and as amended per Section WCC 
15.04.020(, Subsection B), which that include, are associated with in any way, or 
promulgated within any regulated critical areas, (seeper WCC Chapter 16.16,) are according 
to the provisions of WCC Sections 16.16.280 (Appeals) and 16.16.285 (Penalties and 
Enforcement) and shall be the decision of the Whatcom County Hearings Examiner. 

B.D. Appendix J, (Grading), is adopted and amended as follows: 
1. IBC Section §104J101.1, (General), is amended per this subsection B, to includeing an additional 

paragraph to read as follows: 
§J101.3 The Director of the Planning and Development Services Department or the 
Director’s designee also referred to herein as the Technical Administrator, is hereby 
authorized and directed to enforce the provisions of IBC Appendix J, (Grading), including as 
amended herein WCC Chapter 15, Section 15.04.020. The Technical AdministratorDirector 
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shall have the authority to render interpretations of the amended Appendix and to adopt 
policies and procedures in order to clarify the application of its provisions. Such 
interpretations, policies, and procedures shall be in compliance with the intent and purpose 
of amended Appendix J. Such policies and procedures shall not have the effect of waiving 
requirements specifically provided for in amended Appendix J. 

2. The following definitions are added to Section §J102.1, Definitions: is amended to add the 
following sentence: Words not defined herein shall be as defined in WCC 15.04.12 (Definitions). 
i. EARTH MATERIAL: Any rock, natural soil or any combination thereof. 

ii. CRITICAL AREAS: The following areas as regulated under WCC 16.16 shall be regarded as 
critical areas along with associated buffers identified under WCC 16.16: 

iii. Geologically hazardous areas. 
iv. Frequently flooded areas. 
v. Critical aquifer recharge areas. 

vi. Wetlands. 
vii. Fish and wildlife habitat conservation areas. 

viii. ORDINARY HIGH WATER MARK: The mark on all lakes, rivers, streams and tidal water that 
will be found by examining the beds and banks and ascertaining where the presence and 
action of waters are so common and usual and so long continued in all ordinary years, as to 
mark upon the soil a character distinct from that of the abutting upland in respect to 
vegetation. 

3. The following shall be added to Section §J103.1: 
Upon receipt of a fill and grade permit application on properties within 500 feet of a site 
known to contain archaeological resources that are outside of the Shoreline Management 
Program Jurisdiction (WCC Title 23) and/or the Point Roberts Special District (WCC 20.72), 
the County shall notify the applicant that the project’s location is within an archaeologically 
sensitive area and Federal, State and Tribal Laws and Regulations pertaining to cultural 
resources may apply. 

Grading permit expiration is per WCC 22.05.140 (Expiration of Project Permits)IBC Section 
105.5 as amended. 

4. The numbered exemption list of Section §J103.2, (Exemptions), is amended as follows: 
1. Grading in an isolated, self-contained area, provided there is no danger to the public, ; and 

that such grading will not adversely affect adjoining properties or critical areas; and further 
provided that the activity occurs outside of the jurisdiction of the Whatcom County 
Shoreline Management Program (WCC Title 23); and that fill does not exceed 250 cubic 
yards; and is associated with a residence authorized by a valid building permit. 

2. Excavation for construction of a structure permitted under this code, provided that said 
construction has been duly reviewed for compliance with the Whatcom County Shoreline 
Management Program (WCC Title 23) and the Whatcom County Critical Areas Ordinance 
(WCC 16.16). 

3. Cemetery graves. 

Comment [CES6]: All definitions moved to 
15.04.012 
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4. Refuse disposal sites controlled by and appropriately permitted in accordance with other 
regulations. 

5. Excavations for wells or trenches for utilities, provided the activity occurs outside of the 
jurisdiction of the Whatcom County Shoreline Management Program (WCC Title 23) and 
there are no adverse impacts to critical areas. 

6. Mining, quarrying, excavating, processing, or stockpiling rock, sand, gravel, aggregate, or 
clay controlled by other regulations, provided the activity occurs outside of the jurisdiction 
of the Whatcom County Shoreline Management Program (WCC Title 23) and such 
operations do not affect the lateral support of, or significantly increase stresses in soil on 
adjoining properties, or adversely impact critical areas. 

7. Exploratory excavations performed under the direction of a registered design professional 
provided that said excavations have been duly reviewed for compliance with the Whatcom 
County Shoreline Management Program (WCC Title 23) or critical areas 
ordinanceregulations (WCC Chapter 16.16). 

8. A fill less than 1 foot in depth and placed on natural terrain with a slope flatter than 1 unit 
vertical in 5 units horizontal (20% slope) or less than 3 feet in depth, not intended to support 
structures, that does not exceed 50 cubic yards on any one lot, and does not obstruct a 
drainage course or otherwise impact critical areas, provided the activity occurs outside of 
the jurisdiction of the Whatcom County Shoreline Management Program. 

9. Exemptions listed per WCC 20.80.733 (Land Clearing Exemptions). 
5. The following requirements are added to §J104.2, (Site Plan Requirements): 

1. In addition to the provisions of Section §107, a grading plan shall show the existing grade 
and finished grade in contour intervals of sufficient clarity to indicate the nature and extent 
of the work, and show in detail that it complies with the requirements of this code. 

2. The plans shall show the existing grade on adjoining properties in sufficient detail to identify 
how grade changes will conform to the requirements of this code. 

3. The plans shall show erosion control types and locations, natural features (slopes, streams, 
wetlands, ponds, etc.), forested or treed areas, ditches, culverts, wet areas, flow directions, 
critical area boundaries, the Ordinary High Water Mark (OHWM) of any water body 
regulated by the Whatcom County Shoreline Management Program, and any other 
information deemed necessary by the Building Official. 

6. §J104.3, (Geotechnical Report), is amended as follows: 
When required by the Technical AdministratorDirector, a geotechnical report prepared by a 
registered design professional shall be provided consistent with WCC 16.16.375 
(Geologically Hazardous Areas – Review and Reporting Requirements). The report shall 
contain at least the following: 
The nature and distribution of existing soils; 
Conclusions and recommendations for grading procedures; 
Soils design criteria for any structures or embankments required to accomplish the 
proposed grading; 
Where necessary, slope stability studies, and recommendations and conclusions regarding 
site geology; and 
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Unless approved by the Technical Administrator, a building permit shall not be issued on 
approved fills without an engineered soils report and proof of supervised, monitored 
placement by the registered design professional. 
Additional information may be required at the discretion of the Technical Administrator. 
The Technical Administrator may require a geotechnical report be prepared by a registered 
design professional to determine the quantity of unpermitted fill brought to a site without a 
valid permit, as required by this chapter. 
Exception: A geotechnical report is not required where the Technical Administrator 
determines that the nature of the work applied for is such that a report is not necessary. 

7. Add the following as Section §J104.5, (Surface Mining Report): 
Grading permit plans associated with surface mining shall be consistent with a surface 
mining reclamation plan as required and approved by the Washington Department of 
Natural Resources. 

15.04.030 Amendments to the International Residential Code (IRC). 
A. In Section §R104.11 (Alternative Materials and Methods of Construction and Equipment), the last 

sentence is amended as follows: 
Where the alternative material, design, or method of construction is not approved, the Building 
Official shall respond in writing, stating the reasons why the alternative was not approved, when 
a determination request is submitted to the Building Official in writing. 

B. Section §R105.1, (Required), is amended as follows: 
§R105.1.1 Whatcom County (the County) may require that a covenant or agreement be 
recorded against the deed(s) applicable to the location and/or operation of a given project to 
inform future property owners of the current restrictions or approved land uses. The County 
may draft the covenant or agreement upon whatever terms the County in its discretion deems 
proper. 

C. Section §R105.2, (Work Exempt from Permit), is amended to read as follows: 
1. One-story detached, non-habitable accessory structures without basements, used as tool and 

storage sheds, playhouses, and similar uses, provided that:  
a. The building footprint does not exceed 200 square feet (18.6 sq. m) measured outside wall 

to outside wall;  
b. Accessory structures maintain a minimum separation of 10 feet [3,048 mm] between 

exterior walls, and a minimum separation of 6 feet [2438 mm] between eaves of adjacent 
buildings on the same property;  

c.  The accessory structure meet all applicable setback requirements; 
d. The maximum wall height is 10 feet (3,048 mm);  
e. The maximum building height is 11 feet 6 inches (3,505 mm); and, 
f. The maximum eave overhang is 24 inches (610 mm). 

1. One-story detached, non-occupied, accessory structures without basements, used as tool and 
storage sheds, playhouses and similar uses, provided that 1.) the floor area does not exceed 200 
sq. ft. [18.58 sq. m] and 2.) provided that accessory structures meet all applicable setback 
requirements.  
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2. Fences not over 7 feet (2,134 mm) high. 
3. Retaining walls that aredo not retain more thanover 4 feet (1,219 mm) of unbalanced back fill in 

height differential measured from the lower finished ground level and upper finished ground 
levelbottom of the footing to the top of the wall, unless supporting a surcharge, or grades 
exceeding a 1:3 slope above or below the wall or impounding Class I, II, or IIIA liquids. 

4. Water tanks supported directly upon grade if the capacity does not exceed 5,000 gallons (18,927 
L). Aand the ratio of height to diameter or width does not exceed 2 to 1. 

5. Sidewalks, walking surfaces, and driveways not more than 30 inches above grade and not over 
any basement or story below. 

6. Painting, papering, tiling, carpeting, cabinets, counter tops, and similar finish work. 
7. Above ground pre-fabricated pools that are less than 24 inches deep, or as per the 2018 

International Swimming Pool/Spa Code (ISPSC). 
8. Swings and other playground equipment. 
9. Window awnings supported by an exterior wall which that do not project more than 54 inches 

(1,372 mm) from the exterior wall and do not require additional support. 
10. Uncovered decks not exceeding 200 square feet (18.58 sq. m) in area, that are no more than 30 

inches (762 mm) above grade at any point, not attached to a dwelling or accessory structure, 
and do not serve the exit door required by Section §R311.4. 

10.11. Flag poles not over 25 feet (7,620 mm) in height. Flag poles must meet property line set 
backs. 

D. Section In §R105.3, (Application for Permit), the first paragraph is replaced with is amended to 
include the following: 
To obtain the permit, the applicant shall first file an application in writing on a form provided by 
the Department and shall include all items as stated in the Department’s Administrative Manual. 
Such application shall: 

E. Table §301.2 (Climatic and Geographic Design Criteria) R301.2(1), Design Data for Whatcom County, 
is amended as follows: 
1. Figure R301.2(6) shall be interpreted using Table 1, below.  
1. Ground Snow Load Table, January 1997: 

Table 1. Ground Snow Load, January 1997 

Whatcom County Approx. Average Elevation (feet above 
mean sea level) 

Revised Ground Snow 
Load (psf) 

Revised Roof Snow Load 
(psf) 

Acme 310 22 25 

Bellingham 100 15 25 

Blaine 45 16 25 

Deming 210 24 25 

Diablo 910 100 100 

Ferndale 60 20 25 

Glacier 900 74 74 

Lawrence 145 24 25 

Lynden 103 24 25 

Maple Falls 643 77 77 

Mt. Baker Ski 
Area 

4,200 588 588 
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Whatcom County Approx. Average Elevation (feet above 
mean sea level) 

Revised Ground Snow 
Load (psf) 

Revised Roof Snow Load 
(psf) 

Newhalem 510 129 129 

Nooksack 84 24 25 

Sumas 36 24 25 

Wickersham 310 28 28 

Kendall 460  50 

Paradise 460  50 

Pt. Roberts 120  25 

2. FootnNotes on Table 1 Ground Snow Load: 
a. Any proposal can challenge the above design load with engineer or architect stamped and 

signed calculations and criteria.  
b. Buildings where the roof snow load exceeds 30 psf may require architect or engineer review. 
c. Recommendations are valid for the recognized central area of each regional designation. 

Building Services reserves the right to adjust the roof snow load based on building location 
and/or criteria per the 2012 IBC and/or the most current edition of the Snow Load Analysis for 
Washington. 

3. Other design criterial shall be as follows: 
a. Wind Speed (mph): IRC – Vult = 110 mph [Figure R301.2(4)B]. Vult = IBC Risk Category 1 – 100 

mph [Figure 1609.3(3)]; IBC Risk Category II – 110 mph [Figure 1609.3(1)]; IBC Risk Category III 
and IV – 115 mph [Figure 1609.3(2)]. 

b. Seismic Design: Zone D0/D1; Design Category D (See IBC §1613 and/or ASCE 7) 
c. Subject to Damage from Weathering: Moderate 
d. Frost Line Depth: 18" (west of longitude 122° 54' 30", approximately at mile post 35 of State 

Route 542, Mt. Baker Highway) 
e. Termite: None 
f. Decay: Moderate 
g. Winter Design Temp: 19° F 
h. Ice Shield Underlayment Req.: No 
i. Air Freezing Index: 260 
j. Mean Annual Temperature: 48° F 

E.F. IRC Appendix E, (Manufactured Homes), is entirely replaced with the following: 

This chapter is enacted as an exercise of the police power of the County for the benefit of the 
public at large. It is not intended to create a special relationship with any individual, or 
individuals, nor to identify and protect any particular class of persons. 

The purpose of this chapter is to provide minimum standards to safeguard life or limb, health or 
property, and public welfare, by regulating and controlling the installation of manufactured 
homes on building sites within the county. 

It is not the intent of this chapter to impose liability upon the County for failure to perform any 
discretionary act. Rather, it is the intent of this chapter to place the obligation of complying with 
its requirements upon the installer. Nothing contained in this chapter shall be construed to 
relieve from or to lessen the responsibility or liability of any person for injury or damage to 
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persons or property caused by or resulting from any defect of any nature in any manufactured 
home installation work performed by said person or in any manufactured home installation 
equipment owned, controlled, operated, or used by him/her; nor shall Whatcom County, or any 
officer, agent, or employee thereof, incur or be held as assuming any liability by reason or in 
consequence of any permission, certificate of inspection, inspection, or approval authorized 
herein, or issued or given as herein provided, or by reasons or consequence of any things done 
or acts performed pursuant to the provisions of this chapter. 
1) SCOPE 

This chapter sets forth rules and regulations to regulate and control the installation of 
manufactured homes on building sites, establishes an administrative procedure for the 
issuance of permits, and provides for the inspection of manufactured home installations. 

2) DEFINITIONS 
Words shall be as defined in WCC 15.04.12 (Definitions). 
a. ADMINISTRATIVE AUTHORITY is the Department of Planning & Development Services, the 

Building Services Division, and the Whatcom County Building Official. 
b. BUILDING OFFICIAL is the Director of the Planning & Development Services Department or 

his/her designee. See Section 15.04.015. 
c. BUILDING SITE is any site proposed for the location of a manufactured home including sites 

within mobile home parks. 
d. HUD is the Federal Department of Housing and Urban Development. 
e. INSTALLER shall either be the owner or a State licensed mobile home installer. 
f. MANUFACTURED HOME means a structure designed and built to comply with the 

Washington State Department of Labor and Industry’s rules and regulations for 
Manufactured Homes and Commercial Coaches. It is also defined and cross-referenced per 
the current adopted edition of the IRC, SECTION R202, Definitions, MANUFACTURED HOME. 

g. MOBILE HOME is a transportable, factory-built dwelling unit constructed prior to June 15, 
1976 (prior to enactment of National Manufactured Housing Construction & Safety 
Standards [NMHCSS] Act of 1974). 

h. PERMANENT FOUNDATION means concrete blocks on a concrete footing or slab, or other 
approved engineered foundation systems. 

3) GENERAL INSTALLATION REQUIREMENTS 
a. Manufactured homes installed on building sites shall be installed in accordance with the 

provisions of this chapter and all applicable local, state, and federal codes, ordinances, and 
statutes. 

b. Manufactured homes shall be installed in compliance with the manufacturer’s installation 
recommendations or according to NCSBCS/ANSI A225.1-1994; (Permanent Foundation 
Requirements). The manufacturer or dealer shall send two copies of its approved 
installation recommendations to the purchaser of the manufactured home and. Ttwo copies 
shall be submitted with the building permit application. 

c. No person, firm, partnership, corporation, or other entity may install a manufactured home 
unless he/s/he owns the manufactured home, or is a licensed manufactured home installer. 
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d. All manufactured home installations shall comply with the requirements of the IRC Section 
§R403.1.7.3, (Foundation Elevation), and with the following:  
i. On graded sites, the top of any exterior foundation shall extend above the elevation of 

the street gutter at point of discharge or the inlet of an approved drainage device a 
minimum of 12 inches plus 2 percent. The Building Official may approve alternate 
elevations, provided it can be demonstrated that required drainage to the point of 
discharge and away from the structure is provided at all locations on the site.  

ii. The following provisions shall be made to prevent standing water under and around a 
building or structure prior to the final inspection:.  
A. The finished grade and elevation under the building shall be above the ground 

drainage flow of the land around the building to prevent surface or sub-surface 
water from draining to the space under the building, provided that other approved 
alternates such as drain tile, exterior grading to a point lower than the interior 
drainage of the building or an approved sump pump may be used, and provided 
further that the alternate method to be used shall be shown on the building plans.  

B. An approved sump pump system shall in no case be connected to the sanitary sewer 
system. In all instances where a drainage or sump pump system is installed under 
the structure there shall be provided, in the foundation wall, an access crawl hole 
which shall be no more than 20 feet from the main drain cleanout.  

C. To facilitate the drainage of water, the building site shall have at least a 2% gradient 
towards approved drainage facilities from building pads. However, this may be 
waived by the Building Official provided that the permittee can demonstrate that 
due to the nature of the site this would be impractical and that an approved 
alternate will be used.  

e.D. If water appears under the building within a period of 12 months after the final 
inspection of the building or structure, the builder shall be responsible for providing 
the drainage of the same, and provided further that the builder has not complied 
with the requirements of Section §1804.7 herein, concerning drainage. Thereafter, 
the owner of the building shall be responsible for providing drainage of the same, 
except where owner and builder agree otherwise. 

f.e. In those areas that are recognized as floodplains by the Washington State Department of 
Ecology or the Department of Homeland Security, or hazardous because of the probability 
of earthquakes, ground slides, avalanches, or high winds, the Building Official may set 
requirements that are necessary to lessen the hazards. Manufactured homes installed on 
sites that are sloping or have poor drainage shall be installed in accordance with installation 
recommendations, provided by a professional engineer or architect licensed in the state of 
Washington. 

g.f. Manufactured homes in a floodplain must be installed per the applicable provisions of 
Whatcom County Code, Title 17, Flood Damage Prevention, and per associated 
requirements of the Endangered Species Act (ESA). 

h.g. Used mobile homes older than 1976, require a fire/life safety inspection by the State 
Department. of Labor & Industries prior to building permit submittal. 

Formatted: Indent: Left:  0.88"

Formatted: Indent: Left:  1"
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4) PERMITS REQUIRED 
No person, firm, or corporation shall install or cause to be installed any manufactured home 
on a building site without having first obtained a building permit, and a manufactured home 
dealer shall not deliver a manufactured home to a building site until that dealer has verified 
that the installer has obtained the necessary building permits. 

5) APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS 
In addition to the manufactured home  building permit application and issuance regulations, 
the following shall apply to manufactured home installations: separate application shall be 
required for each manufactured home installation. The application shall be made upon 
forms provided by the administrative authority and shall be accompanied by the permit fee 
established herein. 
a. A separate application shall be required for each manufactured home installation. The 

application shall be made upon forms provided by the administrative authorityDepartment 
and shall be accompanied by the permit fee established herein. 

b. Each application shall be accompanied by a plot plan drawn to scale with detail sufficient to 
show that the installation will meet siting requirements of all applicable state and local 
regulations. The plot plan shall show all existing structures and proposed structures, 
including decks and porches. 

b.c. Construction plans and details for all proposed non-exempt landings, open decks, covered 
decks, and stairs shall be provided with the application  

c.d. Applications for manufactured homes to be installed on building sites or sites within a 
mobile home park shall be accompanied by two sets of foundation plans for a permanent 
foundation. 

6) INSPECTION 
Approved installation specifications shall be available at the site at the time of inspection of 
the installation. In the event that no approved installation specifications are available or the 
approved specifications as provided above do not cover all the installation requirements of 
this chapter, then the total installation of the portions thereof not covered by the approved 
specifications shall comply with the appropriate provisions of this code. 
a. On building sites other than those in mobile home parks, tThe installer of the 

manufactured/ mobile home shall request the following inspections: 
i.  a Ffooting inspection, after the placement of the footing forms and rebar and but prior 

to pouring concrete or placing the footings. 
ii. , and a Ttie-down, blocking, and vapor barrier inspection, 

iii.  and a fFinal inspection, after all aspects of the installation have been completed. For 
mobile home park installations, the installer shall request a final inspection after all 
aspects of the installation have been completed.  

i.iv. All requests for inspection shall be made one working day before such inspection is 
desired. 

b. The manufactured/mobile home may be occupied once the installation has passed final 
inspection for compliance with the requirements of this chapter and any conditions placed 
upon the issued permit. 

Comment [CES7]: Already stated in (a). 

Comment [CES8]: Don’t need this phrase, as all 
manufactured homes would be installed in one of 
these two places. 
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c. If the installation does not comply with the installation requirements of this chapter and the 
conditions of the installation permit, the local enforcement agency shall provide the installer 
with a list of corrections that the installer must make. The list of corrections shall state a 
date by which the corrections must be completed. If the items that require correction do 
not endanger the health or safety of the occupants, or substantially affect the habitability of 
the manufactured/mobile home, the local enforcement agency may permit the owner of the 
home to occupy it. 

7) BUILDING SITE PREPARATION 
A manufactured home may not be installed on a building site unless the ground at the site 
has adequate compaction and load-bearing ability to meet the support requirements of 
WCC 15.04.030(F)(3)(d) or, if the building site is in a mobile home park, the park owner must 
insure that the ground on which the mobile home is to be installed has been improved as 
necessary to provide a proper base for the mobile home and that the area beneath the 
mobile home has adequate drainage. 

8) FOUNDATION SYSTEM FOOTINGS 
a. Footings shall be constructed of solid concrete per the manufacturer’s installation 

specifications or an approved alternate method. 
b. Foundations placed in flood zones or flood plains shall be installed per WCC 

15.04.030(F)(3)(e and f) and may require an engineers’ review for the design. Four-inch slab 
with thickened footings, extending 18 inches below existing grade, 16 inches diameter 
concrete posts, spaced according to the applicable requirements of NCSBCS/ANSI A225.1-
1994, with a four-inch concrete slab and Z hook for positive connection between post and 
slab, if in a flood plain. 

c. Footings shall be: 
i. Evenly bedded and level; 

ii. Placed on firm, undisturbed or compacted soil that is free of organic material; 
iii. Centered in a line under the main frame longitudinal members on both sides of the 

manufactured home; 
iv.iii. Spaced not more than eight feet apart and no more than two feet from the ends of 

the main frame. The Building Official may require a closer spacing, depending on the 
load bearing capacity of the soil or the specifications in the manufactured home 
installation manual. 

d. A manufactured home with more than one section must have center line blocking at end 
walls and at other points of connection of the sections of the manufactured home that have 
ridge beam bearing support. Blocking is also required at both ends of a door opening that is 
six feet or more wide in an exterior wall. 

e. If a manufactured home requires footings on its exterior perimeter, as specified by the 
installation recommendations or required by the Building Official, the footings shall be 
installed below the frost line. 

f. Footings shall be constructed so that 75% percent of the area under the manufactured 
home has at least 18 inches clearance between the bottom of the main chassis members 
and the ground level. The area beneath the furnace cross-overs and fireplaces must always 
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have at least 18 inches clearance. At no point under the manufactured home may clearance 
be less than 12 inches. 

9) FOUNDATION SYSTEM PIERS 
a. An installer must build and position piers and load-bearing supports or devices to distribute 

the required load evenly. An installer must use manufactured piers or load-bearing supports 
or devices that are listed or approved for the intended use. 

b. A pier may be made of a single stack of 8-inch by 16-inch blocks if the blocks are not stacked 
more than fourthree blocks high. A pier made of a single stack of blocks shall be installed at 
a right angle to the main frame longitudinal members and shall be capped with no more 
than 2-inch by 8-inch by 16-inch wood blocks or one 4-inch by 8-inch by 16-inch concrete 
block. 

c. A pier may be made of a double stack of 8-inch by 8-inch by 10-inch blocks if the blocks are 
not stacked more than five blocks high. Each row of blocks in such a pier shall be stacked at 
right angles to the abutting rows of blocks. The pier shall be capped with 2-inch by 8-inch by 
16-inch concrete blocks. The pier shall be installed so that the joint between the cap block is 
at right angle to the main frame longitudinal members. 

d. A pier may be made with more than five courses of blocks, and not to exceed 9 (72 inches) 
courses of block, if the stacked blocks are filled with 2,000 psi concrete or mortar, and no 
more than 20% of the piers exceed five courses (40"). All other systems shall be designed by 
a licensed Washington state engineer or architect. 

e. All blocks shall be set with cores placed vertically. 
10) FOUNDATION SYSTEM PLATES AND SHIMS 

An installer may fill a gap between the top of a pier and the main frame with a wood plate 
that is not more than two inches thick and two opposing wedge-shaped shims that are not 
more than two inches thick. Wood plates and shims must be of hemlock/fir, Douglas fir, or 
spruce/pine/fir. A shim shall be at least four inches wide and six inches long. The installer 
shall fit the shim properly and drive it tight between the wood plate or pier and the main 
frame to ensure that the manufactured home is level and properly supported at all load-
bearing points. A block that abuts a wedge-shaped shim shall be solid. 

11) FOUNDATION 
A manufactured home shall have an approved skirting around its entire perimeter. The 
wood of the skirting shall be at least six inches from the ground unless it is pressure-treated 
wood. Metal fasteners shall be hot dipped galvanized, stainless steel, or other corrosive-
resistant material. Ferrous metal members in contact with the earth, other than those that 
are galvanized or stainless steel, shall be coated with asphaltic emulsion. A manufactured 
home that is installed shall have ventilation openings with a net area of one square foot per 
150 square feet of crawl space; except manufactured homes installed in the flood plain shall 
have ventilation openings with a net area of 1 square inch per 1 square foot of crawlspace 
installed within 1 foot of finished grade. The openings shall be designed to provide cross 
ventilation on at least two approximately opposite sides of the manufactured home. The 
installer shall locate openings as close to the corner of the manufactured home as practical 
and shall cover the opening with a corrosive-resistant wire mesh. Dryer vents and hot water 
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tank pressure release valves shall exhaust on the exterior of the perimeter skirting. The 
skirting for each section of the manufactured home shall have an opening of at least 18 
inches by 24 inches with a cover of metal or pressure-treated wood to allow access to the 
crawl space. In all cases the foundation shall be installed before a final sign off can be made. 

12) ANCHORING SYSTEM 
The Building Official shall require a single -section or multiple -section manufactured home 
to have an anchoring system. Such an anchoring system shall be installed per the 
manufactured installation specifications or according to the design of a professional 
Washington State licensed engineer or architect. Components of the anchoring system shall 
have a resistance to weather deterioration that is at least equal to that of a zinc coating that 
is not less than 0.3 inches per square foot of coated surface. Cut edges of zinc-coated 
strapping do not need to be coated. 
a. An installer shall install, preload, and adjust a ground anchor in accordance with the anchor 

manufacturer’s instructions. The installer must supply a copy of the instructions to the 
Building Official. Ground anchors shall be marked with the manufacturer’s identification and 
model number in a location that is visible to the inspector after the anchor is installed. The 
manufacturer of a ground anchor must provide instructions with each anchor that specifies 
the kinds of soils for which the anchor is suitable. Analysis from a Washington WA State 
licensed engineer may be required. 

b. If concrete slabs or continuous footings are used to transfer the anchoring loads to the 
ground, the following requirements apply: 

i. Engineered tie-down systems shall be per approved details from the Washington State 
Department of Labor and Industries. 

ii. A concrete slab may be used in place of a ground anchor if it provides holding strength 
equal to the required ground anchors. 

iii. Analysis from a Washington WA sState licensed engineer may be required. 
c. Ties shall be of approved strapping, or other approved materials. Ties shall be fastened to 

the ground anchors and drawn tight with turnbuckles, yoke fasteners, or other approved 
tension devices. Tension devices shall end in clevis, forged, or welded eyes. Tension devices 
shall be designed to prevent self-disconnection if the ties become slack. Ties shall connect 
the ground anchors to the main frame longitudinal members. Ties must not connect to steel 
outrigger beams that fasten to the main frame unless the manufacturer’s installation 
instructions specifically approve the connection. Diagonal ties must lie at least 45 degrees 
from the vertical. 

d. The installer shall space the ties as evenly as practical and shall locate a tie within eight feet 
of each end of the manufactured home. The installer shall install vertical ties at each 
detached corner of a clerestory roof and added-on sections of expandable manufactured 
homes. The installer shall install the following number of ties for each I-beam or other main 
frame longitudinal member: according to the manufacturer’s specifications or per 
NCSBCS/ANSI A225.1-1994, as indicated in the following chart: 
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Length of home in feet 
(excluding hitch) 

Number of vertical ties per 
detached corner of add-ons 

Number of diagonal 
ties 

32 – 54 1 5 
55 – 73 1 6 

13) ASSEMBLY 
The water pipe connection to the manufactured home shall have a main shutoff valve in 
compliance with the 2012 2018 Uniform Plumbing Code, Section §606. Exterior water lines 
and ducting under the manufactured home shall be insulated. In all other respects, utility 
connections to the manufactured home, including water, sewer, electricity, and gas, shall 
comply with the applicable County codes. Accessory structures such as awnings, carports, 
garages, porches, or steps attached to or located next to a home, such as awnings, carports, 
garages, porches, or steps shall be constructed in conformance with applicable County 
codes and structurally independent of the manufactured home unless pre-approved by the 
manufacturer. 

15.04.040 Amendments to the International Fire Code (IFC). 
A. Section §102.2, (Administrative, Operational and Maintenance Provisions), is amended to read as 

follows: 
To provide a reasonable degree of safety to persons occupying existing buildings, there shall be 
a fire code inspection, at times to be determined by the Whatcom County Fire Marshal, for all 
Group A, B, E, F, H, I, M, R, S, and U occupancies. Only R-3 Occupancies containing the following 
shall be subject to fire code inspections: adult family homes, family daycare homes, and adult 
and child care facilities, as defined in Chapter 2 (Definitions) as amended by the Washington 
State amendments. 

B. Section §103.1, (General), is amended to read as follows: 
The Department of Fire Prevention, hereinafter referred to as the Fire Marshal’s Office, is 
established within the jurisdiction under the direction of the Fire Code Official, hereinafter 
referred to as the Fire Marshal. The function of the department Office shall be the 
implementation, administration, and enforcement of the provisions of this code. Recognizing 
the authority and responsibility vested in the Fire Marshal by the International Fire Code, the 
Fire Marshal is authorized to promulgate such rules, policies, and/or procedures as s/he/she 
deems necessary for the efficient operation of fire prevention and investigations. 

C. Section §103.2, (Appointment), is amended to read as follows: 
The Fire Marshal is the Department Director of Planning and Development Services, except that 
a Fire Marshal and/or Deputy Fire Marshal may be appointed by the Department Director. The 
Fire Marshal/Deputy Fire Marshal shall be not less than a supervisor within the Building Services 
Division of the Whatcom County Department of Planning & Development Services Department, 
as designated by the Director. The Fire Marshal for Whatcom County is authorized to enforce 
the provisions of this ordinance and adopted referenced codes and amendments. 

D. Section §104.1, (General), is amended with the following additional paragraphs: 
The provisions of RCW 18.160.070 and the Levels of Licensing required by the State Fire 
Marshal’s Office will be enforced by the Whatcom County Fire Marshal’s Office as specified, 
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including but not limited to work performed by contractors and/or documentation verifying 
compliance with current licensing requirements. Issuance of permits may be withheld due to 
lack of compliance with these provisions. 

It is the interpretation and determination of the Whatcom County Fire Marshal that the 
“installation of underground work of any kind for any kind of structure” applies to the 
installation of fire protection systems connected to or integral to a fire protection sprinkler 
system. A Level U license from the State Fire Marshal’s office shall be required. The Fire 
Marshal, at his/her discretion, may require a Level U license for any underground work 
determined at any stage of installation to be substantially and/or consistently substandard. 

E. In Section §104.9, (Alternate Materials and Methods), the last sentence is amended as follows: 
Where the alternative material, design or method of construction is not approved, the Fire 
Marshal shall respond in writing, stating the reasons why the alternative was not approved, 
when a determination request is submitted to the Fire Marshal in writing. 

F. Section §104.10, (Fire Investigation), is amended to read as follows: 
The Whatcom County Sheriff’s Office shall have the authority to investigate the cause, origin, 
and circumstances of any fire, explosion or other hazardous conditions. Information that could 
be related to trade secrets or processes shall not be made part of the public record except as 
directed by a court of law. 

G. Section §104.10.1, (Assistance from Other Agencies), is amended with the following additional 
language: 
The Whatcom County Fire Marshal shall have the authority to render necessary assistance in the 
investigation of fires. The Whatcom County Fire Marshal and designated, assigned staff members 
shall have the powers of a limited authority of a Washington peace officer as defined in Chapter 
10.93 RCW. They shall be commissioned by the Whatcom County Sheriff as specially commissioned 
Washington peace officers, as defined in Chapter 10.93 RCW, upon satisfaction of the training and 
other requirements prescribed or approved by the Washington Criminal Justice Training 
Commission, for the purpose of administering this code. 

H. Section §105.7.1, (Automatic Fire-Extinguishing Systems), is amended with the addition of the 
following language: 
Commercial cooking arrays require permanently affixed signage that states: “Alteration of 
commercial cooking arrays is prohibited without prior review and approval from the Whatcom 
County Fire Marshal.” Sign location to be determined by the Fire Marshal. 

I. Section §105.7.98, (Flammable and Combustible Liquids), is amended as follows: 
1. (unchanged) 
2. (unchanged) 
3. To install, alter, remove, abandon, or otherwise dispose of a flammable or combustible liquid 

tank. Abandoned underground fuel tanks are required to be removed according to all applicable 
codes and safety standards except under special circumstances, such as steep or extreme 
topography, significant physical obstructions, or similar circumstances, as approved per the 
discretion and judgment of the Fire Marshal. 

J. Section §1098.1, (Board of Appeals), is amended to read as follows: 
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In order to hear and decide appeals of orders, dDecisions or determinations made by the Fire 
Marshal relative to the application and interpretation of this code, there shall be and is hereby 
created a shall be heard by the Whatcom County Board of Appeals. Whatcom County Ordinance 
No. 2007-024 shall be the Fire Code Appeals Board. The Appeals Board shall be the same board 
for all codes appeals, except as amended in WCC Chapter 15.04. 

K. Section §202, (General Definitions), is amended to add the following sentence: Words not defined 
herein shall be as defined in WCC 15.04.12 (Definitions).read as follows: 
a. Fire Chief. Whenever the term Fire Chief is referenced in this code it shall mean Whatcom 

County Fire Marshal (Fire Code Official) or his/her designee, as identified in IFC Section 103, 
except as stated in IFC Section 104.11 and/or where the Fire Marshal has delegated a specific 
responsibility to the Fire Chief of a given fire district by verbal, written, and/or historic 
agreement. 

b. Fire Code Official. Whenever the term Fire Code Official is referenced in this code it shall mean 
Whatcom County Fire Marshal or his/her designee, as identified in IFC Section 103.2 and as 
amended per WCC 15.04.040. 

L. Chapter 5 is amended to include adoption of all sections of the chapter not adopted by Washington 
State Amendments, Chapter 51-54A WAC, as authorized per RCW 19.27.060(5). 

M. Appendix B, (Fire Flow Requirements for Buildings), is amended to read in its entirety as follows: 

§B101 GENERAL 
B101.1 Scope. The procedure for determining fire flow requirements for buildings or portions of 
building hereafter constructed shall be in accordance with this appendix. This appendix does not 
apply to structures other than buildings. 

§B102 DEFINITIONS 
B102.1 Definitions. Words shall be as defined in WCC 15.04.12 (Definitions). 

§B103 MODIFICATIONS 
Section §B103.1, (Decreases). 
The Fire Marshal is authorized to reduce the fire-flow requirements for isolated buildings or a 
group of buildings in rural areas or small communities where the development of full fire-flow 
requirements is impractical. This may include consideration of alternative materials and 
methods where the Fire Marshal finds that the proposed design is satisfactory and complies 
with the intent of the provisions of this code, and that the material, method, or work is at least 
the equivalent of that prescribed in this code in quality, strength, effectiveness, fire-resistance, 
durability, and safety. 

B103.2 Increases. The Fire Code Official is authorized to increase the fore flow requirements 
where conditions indicate an unusual susceptibility to group fires or conflagrations. An increase 
shall be not more than twice that required for the building under construction. 

B103.3 Areas without water supply systems. For information regarding water supplies for fire-
fighting purposes in rural and suburban areas in which adequate and reliable water supply 
systems do not exist, the fire marshal is authorized to utilize NFPA 1142 or the International 
Wildland-Urban Interface Code (IWUIC). 
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SECTION B104 FIRE-FLOW CALCULATION AREA 
§B104.1, (General), is amended as follows: 

B104.1.1 The fire-flow calculation area shall be the total floor area of all floor levels within the 
exterior walls, and under horizontal projections of the roof of a building (such as a connecting 
breezeway), otherwise including only areas that are fully enclosed on all sides and which have a 
full ceiling height. Full ceiling height means an average (50% or more) ceiling height of 6 (six) 
feet – 8 (eight) inches (203.3 cm), including under-floor areas that are accessed by a side-hinged 
man door, sliding door, overhead door, or similar standard height access. The calculation area is 
measured to the outside surface of exterior and/or enclosure walls. 

B104.1.2 In general, commercial and industrial structures will be measured according tousing 
the same methodology as for residential/accessory buildings, except that structures will also be 
judged according to their use and corresponding hazard, according to the applicable codes in 
the IFC and IBC, and according to the judgment and discretion of the Fire Marshal. As such area 
may be calculated for roof only (open sided) structures, covered open/partially open portions of 
buildings, to the outside edge of eaves, and/or for uncovered portions of structures (decks, 
balconies, loading docks, etc.) on a case-by-case basis where, in the discretion of the Fire 
Marshal, it is warranted to preserve the health, safety, and welfare of the public, building 
occupants, and/or emergency responders. 

B104.2 Area Separation. Portions of buildings that are separated by fire walls without openings, 
constructed in accordance with the International Building Code, are allowed to be considered as 
separate fire-flow calculation areas. 

B104.3 Type IA and Type IB Construction. The fire-flow calculation area of buildings constructed of 
Type IA and Type IB construction shall be the area of the three largest successive floors. 

Exception: Fire-flow calculation area for open parking garages shall be determined by the area 
of the largest floor. 

SECTION B105 FIRE-FLOW REQUIREMENTS FOR BUILDINGS 

§B105.1, (One- and Two-Family Dwellings). 
B105.1.1 The minimum fire flow and flow duration requirements for one- and two-family dwellings 
having a fire-flow calculation area—, including both existing and new proposed building area—, that 
measures in excess of 4,000 square feet (371.6 m2) shall be 500 GPM @ 20 psi for 1 hour. For a fFire 
hydrant to qualify for fire-flow it shall be located with 600 feet along an accessible route measured 
to the center of the structure.  

B105.1.2 An NFPA 13D automatic sprinkler system throughout the measured fire area of a residence 
and/or residential accessory building qualifies as 100% reduction/mitigation in fire flow when the 
requirement threshold is exceeded. 

B105.1.3 An NFPA 13-D automatic sprinkler system is required throughout all dwellings with a 
measured fire area exceeding 8,000 square feet. In addition, fire-flow for dwellings with a fire-flow 
calculation area exceeding 8,000 square feet (743.2 m2), shall not be less than that specified in Table 
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B105.1, as amended by Whatcom County, except that the flow duration may be a minimum of one 
hour. 

Exception: For Single Family Residences, where the addition of an attached garage results in a 
total building area exceeding 8,000 square feet (743.2m2), where a fire flow system consisting of 
a water storage tank, fire pump, and a hydrant would be required, all of the following shall be 
installed to relieve the fire flow requirements. If the total building area is over 10,000 sf (929m2) 
this exception does not apply. 
i. Full two -hour fire rated construction that separates the garage from the house. The fire 

wall shall be designed per IBC §706, except that there shall only be one opening allowed in 
the fire -rated construction between the house and garage. The maximum size of the 
opening shall accommodate one 3’-0” x 6’-8” man door. The man door shall be two -hour 
fire rated assembly and have an automatic closing devise. No other openings are allowed in 
the fire -rated construction between the garage and house. 

ii. An NFPA 13D automatic sprinkler system shall be installed throughout the house and 
attached garage (entire structure). 

iii. The water storage for the sprinkler system shall be designed to twice the calculated 
required amount. 

a. Table B105.1(1) is not adopted. 

Section §B105.2, (Buildings other than One- and Two-Family Dwellings), is amended as follows: 
DEFINITIONS: 

Agricultural Building. Livestock shelters or buildings, including shade structures and milking barns; 
poultry buildings or shelters; barns; storage of equipment and machinery used exclusively in 
agriculture; horticultural structures, including detached production greenhouses and crop 
protection shelters; sheds; grain silos; stables. (IBC Appendix C, Group U-Agricultural Buildings) 

Agricultural Processing Building and/or Facility. Buildings/facilities where agricultural products are 
cooled, frozen, or dried and packaged in their otherwise unaltered, primary state for shipping to 
distribution sales outlets. Ag processing buildings/facilities may include conveyors, refrigeration 
equipment and rooms, other applicable processing or environmental mechanical equipment, offices, 
employee facilities, restrooms, product and product packaging storage, loading docks, and similar 
applicable accessory appurtenances. 

Although ag processing buildings/facilities are determined by Whatcom County to be a Group U 
occupancy for purposes of determining fire flow requirements, they represent a more intensive use 
than agricultural buildings, based on the typical number of personnel (even if seasonal), type of 
equipment, and typical operations. Appropriate, applicable health, fire, and life/safety codes and 
regulations will be applied in the review process of these buildings/facilities. 

Cooking, modifying, altering, combining, and/or other secondary food processing/ manufacturing is 
not considered ag processing. The primary use for this type of processing is determined to be a 
Group F occupancy per applicable provisions of the IBC and other adopted codes and regulations. 

Comment [CM9]: Added exception to allow one 
opening in fire rated assembly for a single family 
residents 

Comment [CES10]: Definitions moved to 
15.04.012 
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B105.2.1 The minimum fire-flow and flow duration requirements for private garages, detached 
shops, agricultural storage buildings (Group U occupancy) shall be 500 GPM @ 20 psi for 1 hour. 

Exception: Fire-flow is not required if the structure meets one of the following criteria: 
1. It does not exceed 2,500 square feet (232.3 m2). 
2. It is protected by an approved automatic fire sprinkler system. 
3. It has, at a minimum, 60 -foot setbacks to from all property lines, and other structures on 

the same lot. Setback measurement may include the full width of an adjacent public way, 
no-build easement recorded with the Auditor to run concurrent with the deed, or similar 
instrument or provision acceptable to the Fire Marshal. 

4. It has, at a minimum, 100 -foot setbacks to all property lines and other structures on the 
same lot for buildings which include hay storage, other combustible fibers, the potential for 
loose combustible fibers, and/or the potential for combustible dust (IFC Sections 2204 and 
3704.1; NFPA 61). Setback measurement may include the full width of an adjacent public 
way, no-build easement recorded with the Auditor to run concurrent with the deed, or 
similar instrument or provision acceptable to the Fire Marshal. 

B105.2.2 The minimum fire-flow and flow duration requirements for agricultural processing 
buildings not exceeding 6,000 square feet (557.4 m2) shall be 500 GPM @ 20 psi for 1 hour. If the 
building exceeds 6,000 square feet (557.4 m2), Table B105.1, as amended by Whatcom County, shall 
apply except that, at the discretion of the Fire Marshal, where adequate and reliable water supply 
systems do not exist the duration may be reduced by up to 50%, but not to be reduced to below a 
duration of 1 hour. 

Exception: Fire-flow is not required if the structure meets one of the following criteria: 
1. It does not exceed 2,500 square feet (232.3 m2), in measured fire area. 
2. It has, at a minimum, 60 -foot setbacks to all property lines, and other structures on the 

same lot. Setback measurement may include the full width of an adjacent public way, no-
build easement recorded with the Auditor to run concurrent with the deed, or similar 
instrument or provision acceptable to the Fire Marshal. 

3. The building is provided with an NFPA 13 automatic sprinkler system throughout, including 
water storage to support the sprinkler system per the system design, plus an additional 500 
gpm of fire flow at 20 psi for a duration of one hour, to be available at an approved hydrant 
or hydrants as determined by the Fire Marshal. 

B105.2.3 The minimum fire- flow and flow duration requirements for buildings other than one- and 
two-family dwellings and Group U buildings specified above, shall be as specified in Table B105.1, as 
amended by Whatcom County, with the ability to apply fire-protection credits as described in Table 
B105.2, but not to be reduced to below 500 GPM @ 20 psi for duration of 1 hour for Group F and S 
occupancies, including accessory occupancies (per IBC 508.2); 1,500 GPM @ 20 psi for a duration of 
1 hour for occupancies and/or mixed occupancies including Group B, E, I, M, and R occupancies 
except where lower gpm is indicated per Table B105.1. Fire-flow reductions for Group H occupancies 
may only be considered at the discretion of the Fire Marshal. Increases in fire flow may be required 
based on the Fire Marshal’s evaluation of operational hazard and/or occupancy group. Fire 
protection credits shall not allow the elimination of required systems as required in other parts of 
the Fire Code. 
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Exception: Fire flow is not required if the structure meets all of the following criteria: 
1. It does not exceed 2,500 square feet (232.3 m2). 
2. It does not contain a hazardous operation, as determined by the Fire Marshal. 
3. It is Nnot a Group A occupancy. 

TABLE B105.1. Fire-flow for Buildings Other than One- and Two-Family Dwellings and Private Garages 
and Commercial Agricultural Buildings (Group U) 

 
Construction Type 

(a)
 

  
Required 
Fire Flow 
(GPM) 

  
Duration 
(Hours) 

IA & IB IIA & IIIA IV & VA IIB & IIIB VB 

WHEN TOTAL FIRE AREA IN SQUARE FEET 
(b)

 IS EQUAL TO OR LESS 
THAN THESE VALUES   

5,500 3,700 2,600 2,100 1,600 500 1 

11,100 6,800 4,700 3,500 2,400 750 1 

15,900 9,300 6,200 4,500 2,900 1,000 1 

22,700 12,700 8,200 5,900 3,600 1,250 1 

30,200 17,000 10,900 7,900 4,800 1,500 1 

38,700 21,800 12,900 9,800 6,200 1,750 1.5 

48,300 24,200 17,400 12,600 7,700 2,000 1.5 

59,900 33,200 21,300 15,400 9,400 2,250 1.5 

70,900 39,700 25,500 18,400 11,300 2,500 2 

83,700 47,100 30,100 21,800 13,400 2,750 2 

97,700 54,900 35,200 25,900 15,600 3,000 2 

112,700 63,400 40,600 29,300 18,000 3,250 3 

128,700 72,400 46,400 33,500 20,600 3,500 3 

145,900 82,100 52,500 37,900 23,300 3,750 3 

164,200 92,400 59,100 42,700 26,300 4,000 4 

184,400 103,100 66,000 47,700 29,300 4,250 4 

203,700 114,600 73,300 53,000 32,600 4,500 4 

225,200 126,700 81,100 58,600 36,000 4,750 4 

247,700 139,400 89,200 65,400 39,600 5,000 4 

271,200 152,600 97,700 70,600 43,400 5,250 4 

295,900 166,500 106,500 77,000 47,400 5,500 4 

GREATER GREATER 115,800 83,700 51,500 5,750 4 

    125,500 90,600 55,700 6,000 4 

    135,500 97,900 60,200 6,250 4 

    145,800 106,800 64,800 6,500 4 
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Construction Type 

(a)
 

  
Required 
Fire Flow 
(GPM) 

  
Duration 
(Hours) 

IA & IB IIA & IIIA IV & VA IIB & IIIB VB 

    156,700 113,200 69,600 6,750 4 

    167,900 121,300 74,600 7,000 4 

    179,400 129,600 79,800 7,250 4 

    191,400 138,300 85,100 7,500 4 

    GREATER GREATER GREATER 7,750 4 

Footnotes: 
(a) Types of construction are based upon the current adopted edition of the IBC. 
(b) Each portion of a building shall be considered as a separate fire area when separated by one or 

more fire walls built in accordance with the IBC. 

TABLE B105.2. Fire Protection Credit for Commercial Rural Fire-Flow 

Options to Reduce Fire-Flow (a) % Reduction (b) 
NFPA Monitored Fire Alarm 25% 
NFPA 13 Automatic Sprinkler System 75% 
40' Minimum Setbacks (c) 25% 

Footnotes: 
(a) Credits used for or with substantial alterations shall be applied to the entire structure. 
(b) Reductions will be simply rounded to the closest fire flow rate and applied for the duration 

prescribed by that flow rate. In cases of an equal distance between two rates, the rate will 
be rounded down. 

(c) Setbacks apply to all property lines and buildings, on all sides of the structure. Setback 
measurement may include the full width of an adjacent public way, no-build easement 
recorded with the Auditor to run concurrent with the deed, or similar instrument or 
provision acceptable to the Fire Marshal. 

(c)(d) Fire-flow rates shall not be reduced less than the minimums as required in Section 
B105.2.   

§B105.3 Water supply for buildings equipped with an automatic sprinkler system.  

B105.3.1 For buildings equipped with an automatic sprinkler system, the water supply shall be 
capable of providing the greater of: 

1. The automatic sprinkler system demand, including hose allowance. 
2.  The required fire-flow. 

SECTION B106 REFERENCED STANDARDS. 

ICC; IBC-18 International Building Code B104.2 

ICC; ICF-18 International Fire Code As amended, Tables B105.1 and B105.2 

ICC IWUIC-18 International Wildland-Urban interface Code, Table B105.1(1) 
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NFPA 1142-12 Standards on Water Supplies for Suburban and Rural Fire Fighting, B103.3 or most 
current version. 

N. Appendix C, (Fire Hydrant Locations and Distributions), is amended with the following added 
section: 

§C106, (Subdivision Alternative), is added to the Appendix: 
C106.1 Hydrant placement alternative. Subdivisions and plats with no fire flow 
infrastructure require a minimum lot size of 1 (one) acre and a minimum 20- (twenty) foot 
setback from property lines to structures, in addition to applicable fire flow requirements 
per Appendix B as amended. A no-build easement recorded with the Auditor to run 
concurrent will be required to reduce the property setbacks.  

O. Appendix D, (Fire Apparatus Access Roads), is amended as follows: 

§D103, (Minimum Specifications), is amended with the following additional languageas follows: 

§D103.2 Grade per Exhibit A and WCDSWhatcom County Development Standards, Chapter 5, 
(Road Standards). In addition to standard access road requirements, Rresidential and residential 
accessory structures accessed by roads or driveways exceeding 12% grade require mitigation, 
such as an automatic sprinkler system, per NFPA 13-D, throughout the applicable building(s); an 
approved fire flow system; or equivalent mitigation, approved at the discretion of the Fire 
Marshal in addition to standard access road requirements. 

§D103.3 Turning radius – Minimum thirty-five foot (35')-foot radii. Residential private roads and 
driveways per Exhibit C and DWhatcom County Development Standards, Chapter 5. 

§D103.5, (Fire Apparatus and Access Road Gates), is amended as follows: 
Gates installed across emergency apparatus access roads and driveways require a permit from 
the Fire Marshal’s office and shall comply with all the following criteria:. 

Item #1 is amended as follows: 
1. Where a single gate is provided, the net openable gate width shall be not less than 20 

feet (6,096 mm). Where a fire apparatus road consists of a divided roadway (one 
separate lane in each direction) or the current required width of the apparatus access 
road is a minimum of 12 feet (3,658 mm), the net openable gate width shall be not less 
than 12 feet (3,658 mm) at each lane or road. The net openable width of the gate shall 
be not be less than the applicable required drivable surface width of any access road or 
driveway. 

…Add to Item #10: 
9. At the Fire Marshal’s determination, applications for gates proposed to be installed 

across private access easements, roads, and driveways, which are shared by multiple 
property owners/users, may be required to include written, notarized, confirmation 
from that all property owners/users approve ofing the gate installation. 

Add as Item #11: 
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10. Gate installations where multiple properties are accessed shall include an approved 
universal optical sensor public safety access system that will allow access by all 
emergency responders. 

Add as Item #12: 
11. Where deemed appropriate, the Fire Marshal may require language addressing 

maintenance responsibilities and/or incorporation of maintenance language and other 
relevant information regarding any gate to be recorded with the County Auditor 
separately or as part of the access easement(s) description. 

Add §D103.7 Turnarounds – For all projects other than residential or residential accessory, 
turnarounds shall be a minimum twenty foot (20') -foot wide drivable surface, and legs sixty feet 
(60') feet long per WCDS, Chapter 5, (Road Standards). Where options are limited by topography 
or at the discretion of the Fire Marshal for other considerations, turnarounds for residential or 
residential accessory structure access may be a minimum twenty foot (20')-foot wide drivable 
surface and turnaround legs forty-five feet (45') feet long. Turnarounds shall be located within 
150 feet of a structure that requires access but no closer than 50 feet unless otherwise 
approved by the Fire Marshal where topographic or other significant obstacles exist. See Exhibit 
D. 

Add §D103.8 Bridges – Bridges, box culverts, or similar passageway structures built over 
depressions or obstacles shall be hereinafter referred to as bridges. When a bridge is required to 
be used as part of a driveway access road, it shall be designed and constructed per the current 
adopted edition of the WCDS, Chapter 5, (Road Standards), §513, (Bridges and Associated 
Retaining Walls) and per applicable portions of IFC §503. Vehicle load limits shall be posted at 
both entrances to bridges when required by the Fire Marshal. 

Add §D103.9 Installation of residential accessory buildings less than 2,500 square feet, small 
residential/ accessory additions, and similar minor changes or alterations may be exempt or may 
not trigger road standard improvements on a case -by -case basis, at the discretion of the Fire 
Marshal. 

Add §D103.10 Surface – Per Whatcom County Development Standards (WCDS), Chapter 5, 
(Road Standards). Minimum standard per Exhibit C, Driveway Section. 

Add §D103.11 Vertical clearance – Minimum thirteen foot, six inch (13 feet'-6 inches") 
unobstructed vertical clearance for the required width of the road. See Exhibit A. 

Add §D103.12 Fire apparatus access roads serving up to 2 (two) residential lots, where building 
location is less than one hundred fifty feet (150') feet from approved access roads require a 
minimum width of 12 feet (3658 mm) and a minimum vertical clearance of 13 feet-6 inches 
(4,115 mm). 

Add §D103.13 Fire apparatus roads over one hundred fifty feet (150') feet long serving up to 
two residential lots: 
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§D103.13.1 Minimum width – Twelve foot (12')-foot driving surface with turnouts no farther 
than every six hundred feet (600') feet when required by the Fire Marshal. To create a 
turnout, the road shall be widened to twenty feet (20') feet in the direction of travel for a 
minimum distance of one hundred feet (100') feet to allow vehicles to pull over and to allow 
emergency vehicles to proceed. Turnout shall be located approximately midpoint for 
driveways over six hundred feet (600') feet but less than twelve hundred feet (1,200') feet. 
See Exhibit B. 

Add §D103.14 Fire apparatus access roads and, access serving more than two residential units, 
shall meet the following: 
1. Standards per Exhibit A and current adopted Whatcom County Development Standards 

(WCDS), Chapter 5, (Road Standards). 
2. The Fire Marshal may make modifications in these standards if the road is not buildable 

because of topography, waterways, nonnegotiable grades, or similar conditions. These 
modifications are shall be based on: 
a. The building being protected by a minimum NFPA 13D Automatic Sprinkler System. 
b. Additional fire protection features as required by the Fire Marshal. 

3. When, in the opinion of the Fire Marshal, a residential addition or a new detached accessory 
building will not create a more significant fire load or hazardous situation, exceptions may 
be made for: 
a. Minor additions to existing dwellings not exceeding 1,248 square feet of net measurable 

fire area where the total measurable fire area of the contiguous building (new and 
existing) does not exceed 4,000 square feet. 

b. One, small, detached accessory building not exceeding 864 square feet in measurable 
fire area or where the aggregate measurable fire area of all detached accessory 
buildings on a site does not exceed 864 square feet. 

Add §D103.15 d. Emergency vehicle access roads or driveways shall not be obstructed in any manner, 
including the parking of vehicles. Width and clearance requirements of these standards shall be 
maintained at all times. 

Add §D103.16 Private roads and driveways shall meet Whatcom County Development Standards and 
Drawings Chapter 5 (Roads & Related Work). 

e. See Exhibits A, B, C, and D, for additional information, details, and illustrations amending Appendix D. 

Exhibit A: Private Roads/Streets, Driveways and Fire Apparatus Access 
This section applies to roads/streets that are privately owned, generally within an easement providing 
direct access to private land(s) for local traffic movement and connect to local public access, collectors 
or arterial roads/streets. Private roads/streets are maintained with private funds and where the County, 
municipality or WSDOT performs no maintenance. 

Criteria for Authorization: Private roads/streets may be permitted when so provided in appropriate 
ordinances or at the discretion of the County Engineer when: 
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1. Covenants have been approved and recorded with the County which provide for maintenance of 
the private roads/streets and associated parking areas by the owners in the development, 
including placing of liens for non-payment of fees, and/or road maintenance agreement(s) on 
the face of the long plat, short plat, or binding site plan. 

2. Provision is made for the roads/streets to be open at all times for emergency and public service 
vehicle use. 

3. The private road is not needed as a public road and will not obstruct public street circulation. 
4. Intersection spacing between private roads shall be consistent with the spacing shown in 

Development Standards Section 505.M. 
5. The roads are within a private community with a corporate identity or homeowners association, 

as identified by the State of Washington under RCW 64.38. 
6. Fire Apparatus Access Roads (Private Roads/Streets and Driveways) 

a) County fire code requirements for “Fire Apparatus Access Roads” are contained in WCC 
15.04.010 and as amended in WCC 15.04.040. 

b) Criteria. The following criteria, per Exhibit A Geometrics, apply to Fire Apparatus Access 
Roads serving residential and residential accessory use: 

Exhibit A Geometrics: 

Road Users(7) Incremental 
Grade, % 

Minimum 
Surface 

Treatment 
Width, ft 

Unobstructed 
Minimum Vertical 

Clearance, ft 

Minimum Turning Radii, ft See also 
Development 

Standards 
Drawings(5) 

Inside Outside 

1-2 

< 12 CSTC(1) 

12 (minimum) 13.5 25 40 505.E-6 
12 - 14 Paved(2) 

15 - 18 
Heated  
grooved 
  PCC(3) 

3-6 

< 12 CSTC(1) 

18(5) 

13.5 25(6) 43(6) 

505.E-1, 
12 - 14 Paved(2) 

15 - 18 
Heated 
grooved 
PCC(3) 

7 or more 

< 12 Paved(2) 

26(5) 505.E-2, 
12 - 14 Paved(2) 

15 – 18(8) 
Heated 
grooved 
PCC(3) 

 
1) Crushed surfacing top course 
2) Either Portland cement concrete (PCC) or Hot mix asphalt (HMA) 
3) Portland cement concrete 
4) Hot mix asphalt 
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5) See Development Standards Section 505 Road Type and Geometrics, Table 1 - Arterial Roads & 
Table 2 - Residential Roads 

6) See also Development Standards Section 505.I.3 – Horizontal Curves 
7) Road Users represents the number of dwelling units/single households. Per the Public Works 

Dept., a single household is the approximate equivalent of 10 average daily trips (ADT). 
8) Grades exceeding 18% may require special and/or multiple mitigation measures and will be 

approved at the discretion of the Fire Marshal. 
• Turnouts – For driveways and roadways less than 20 feet wide, see Exhibit B (Development 

Standards Drawing 505.E-5). 
• Turnarounds – Establish turnarounds for driveways and roadways greater than 150 feet in 

length per Exhibit D (Development Standards Drawing 505.E-6, 505.L-1, or 505.L-2 as 
applicable). Subject to other related codes and standards, i.e. Title 20.80. 

• Fire Hydrants – Where a fire hydrant is located on a Fire Apparatus Access Road, the minimum 
roadway width shall be 26 ft. for a length of 40 ft. centered on the fire hydrant. 

• Bridges – At the discretion of the Fire Marshal all bridges shall meet the requirements in 
Development Standards Section 513 Bridges and Associated Retaining Walls. See WCC Section 
15.04.040, Section A, Item 11, Subsection b. 

• Security Gates and Emergency Accesses – The County Fire Marshal requires a separate permit 
for any security gate or emergency access restricting device/system. 

• Access Approach Surfacing Requirements – All fire apparatus access approaches shall have an 
approved paved/hard surfaced apron unless otherwise directed pursuant to this section and 
Development Standards Section 508 Roadside Features. See Exhibit C, Driveway Section. 

• Additional or Alternative measures – The County Fire Marshal may consider or require 
additional or alternative fire protection measures on a case by case basis. 

Criteria for Construction: Private roads/streets shall conform to the applicable sections of these 
Standards. Also see Development Standards Drawings 505.E-1 and 505.E-2. 
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Comment [CES11]: To be deleted 

Comment [CES12]: To be deleted 
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15.04.050 Permit Expirations and Violations of the Above-Referenced Codes. 
A. Expiration. 

1. IBC Sections §105.5 of the IBC, and IRC §R105.5 of the IRC, and 105.3.1 of the IFC are amended 
to read as follows: 
Every permit issued under the provisions of this code, according to IBC Section §105.5 and 
IRC Section §R105.5, shall expire and become null and void, if the work authorized by such 
permit is not commenced within 180 days from the date of issuance of such permit, or if the 
work authorized by such permit is suspended or abandoned at any time after the work is 
commenced for a period of 180 days. The building official is authorized to grant, in writing, 
one or more extensions of time, for a period not more than 180 days each. The extension 
shall be requested in writing and justifiable causes demonstrated. In the event of permit 
expiration, before such work can recommence, a new permit shall be first obtained to do so, 
and the fee therefor shall be one-half the amount required for a new permit for such work, 
provided no changes have been made, or will be made in the original plans and 
specifications for such work; and provided, further, that such suspension or abandonment 
has not exceeded one year. These permits are only transferable with the prior approval of 
the Building Official and any change in occupancy, operation, tenancy, or ownership shall 
require that a new permit be issued. 

2. IFC §105.3.1 is amended to read as follows: 

Comment [CES13]: To be deleted 
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Every permit issued under the provisions of this code, according to IFC Section §105, shall 
expire and become null and void, if the work authorized by such permit is not commenced 
within 180 days from the date of issuance of such permit, or if the work authorized by such 
permit is suspended or abandoned at any time after the work is commenced for a period of 
180 days. The fire code official (designated as the fire marshal) is authorized to grant, in 
writing, one or more extensions of time for a period not more than 180 days each, except 
that expiration and extension shall not apply to open burning permits. The extension shall 
be requested in writing and justifiable causes demonstrated. In the event of permit 
expiration, before such work can recommence, a new permit shall be first obtained to do so, 
and the fee therefor shall be one-half the amount required for a new permit for such work, 
provided no changes have been made or will be made in the original plans and specifications 
for such work; and provided further that such suspension or abandonment has not 
exceeded one year. An operational permit under the IFC shall remain in effect until reissued, 
renewed, or revoked or for such a period of time as specified in the permit. These permits 
are not transferable and any change in occupancy, operation, tenancy, or ownership shall 
require that a new permit be issued. 

B. Construction without Permit. 
1. The following paragraphs shall be added to IBC Section §114.1, IRC Section §R113.1, and IFC 

Section §1109.1: 
When construction and/or development has occurred on a site without a valid permit as 
required by this chapter, any and all permits or approvals issued by the County may be 
denied for that site until the issue has been resolved. In addition, prompt restoration of the 
site to its original condition will be required. The issuance or granting of a permit or 
approval of plans and specifications shall not be deemed or construed to be a permit for, or 
an approval of, any violation of any of the provisions of this code. No permit presuming to 
give authority to violate or cancel the provisions of this code shall be valid, except insofar as 
the work or use for which it authorizes is lawful. The issuance or granting of a permit or 
approval of plans shall not prevent the Director of Planning & Development Services, the 
Building Official, the Fire Code Official, or any administrator who has been granted authority 
by the Director from thereafter requiring the correction of errors in said plans and 
specifications or from preventing construction operations being carried on thereunder when 
in violation of this code or of any other ordinance or from revoking any certificate of 
approval when issued in error. 

2. The following paragraph shall be added to IBC Section 114.1, IRC Section R113.1, and IFC Section 
109.1: 
When construction, development, modification, or any changes to a structure have taken 
place without a valid permit as required by this chapter, the County may, at its discretion 
and as it deems necessary for compliance, require the structure to be restored to its original 
construction/condition. This may include, but is not limited to, complete or partial 
demolition of the structure or remodel; removal of framed walls or other structural 
components; electrical systems and/or components; cabinets, doors, countertops, fixtures, 
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drywall; plumbing and/or plumbing fixtures; applicable appliances. Time lines required to 
restore the structure to its original condition shall be at the discretion of the County. 

C. Stop Work Orders. 
1. IBC Sections §115 of the IBC, IRC §R114 of the IRC, and IFC §1121 of the IFC are amended to 

read as follows: 
In the event any person, firm, partnership, corporation or other entity violates any provision 
of this ordinance or any code adopted by this ordinance, the County may issue a notice of 
violation, to be delivered to the owner, operator, or their agent, or to be conspicuously 
posted at the site. In a non-emergency situation, such notice may include notice of the 
intent to issue a stop work order no less than 10 calendar days following the receipt of the 
notice, and provide for an administrative pre-deprivation hearing within 10 calendar days of 
notice/order. In an emergency situation where there is a significant threat to public safety 
or the environment, the County may issue a stop work order. The stop work order shall 
include, in writing, the right to request an administrative post-deprivation hearing within 72 
hours following receipt of the stop work order. Failure to comply with the stop work order 
shall be a gross misdemeanor punishable upon conviction by a minimum fine of $500.00 up 
to a maximum fine of $1,000.00 or one year in jail, or both. Under no circumstance may the 
court defer or suspend any portion of the minimum $500.00 fine for any conviction under 
this section. Each day or part thereof of noncompliance with said order to stop work shall 
constitute a separate offense. 

D. Violation Deemed Misdemeanor. 
1. IBC Sections §114 of the IBC, IRC §R113 of the IRC, and IFC §1109 of the IFC are amended to 

read as follows: 
Except as specified below, aAny violation of the provisions of the International Building, Fire, 
Residential or other related codes as herein adopted is a misdemeanor. Any person, firm or 
corporation violating any of the provisions of this code or failing to comply with any of the 
requirements thereof or who shall erect, install, alter, repair or do work in violation of the 
approved construction documents, directives or conditions of the Building Official or the 
Fire Code Official or the Director of Planning and Development Services or of a permit or 
certification used under provisions of this code, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, punishable 
by a fine of not more than $1,000.00 dollars or by imprisonment not exceeding 90 days, or 
both such fine and imprisonment. Each day that a violation continues after due notice has 
been served shall be deemed a separate offense. 

EXCEPTION: The Violations of International Fire CodeIFC Section §307 (Open Burning and 
Recreational Fires) shall constitute Class 1 civil infractions pursuant to RCW 7.80.120. The 
maximum penalty and the default amount for such violations shall be consistent with Chapter 
7.80 RCW. All violations shall be heard and determined in accordance with the system 
established in Chapter 7.80 RCW. After having been found to have committed two successive 
infractions for violations of the same provision of this title on the same property, any person, 
firm, or corporation who continues to violate this title in the same manner on the same 
property shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of not more than $1,000.00 or 
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by imprisonment not exceeding 90 days, or both such fines and imprisonment. Each day that a 
violation continues after due notice has been served shall be deemed a separate offense. 

E. Notice of Violations. 
1. IFC Section §1109.3 of the IFC is amended to read as follows: 

When the Fire Code Official, referred to as the Fire Marshal, finds a building, premises, 
vehicle, storage facility or outdoor area that is in violation of this code, the fire code official 
is authorized to prepare a written notice of violation describing the conditions deemed 
unsafe. When immediate compliance is not possible, a time shall be specified for re-
inspection. In special situations citations could be issued to individuals violating this code. 

F. Civil Penalty. 
1. Any person, firm, partnership, corporation or other entity violating any of the provisions of this 

chapter, or of the codes adopted by reference by this chapter, shall be deemed guilty of a civil 
offense and each day during which such violation is continued or committed shall constitute a 
separate offense, and shall be fined not more than $1,000 for each offense. The penalty 
provided in this section shall be imposed by a notice in writing and delivered by personal service 
to the owner, the owner’s agent, the operator and/or violator, and/or sent by certified mail, 
and/or be conspicuously posted at the site. The notice shall include the amount of the penalty 
imposed and shall describe the violation with reasonable particularity in ordering the act(s) 
constituting the violation(s) to cease and desist or, in appropriate cases, requiring necessary 
corrective action to be taken within a specific and reasonable time. The notice may 
simultaneously accompany a notice of penalty. 

2. Within 30 days after the notice is received, the person incurring the penalty may apply in writing 
to the Building Official for remission or mitigation of such penalty. Upon receipt of the 
application, said department may remit or mitigate the penalty upon whatever terms the 
department in its discretion deems proper.  

3. The final decision of the Building Official, fire code officialFire Marshal, or the Director of 
Planning and Development Services on mitigation or revision shall be reviewed by the County 
Council, if the person being penalized files a written appeal therewith of said decision, within 10 
days of its issuance. The decision of the County Council regarding the penalty imposed shall be 
final. 

2.4. A fee, as established in the Unified Fee Schedule, shall be paid to the County Council office upon 
filing of such an appeal. This fee shall not apply to appeals initiated by a County department. If 
an appellant prevails in an appeal of final decisions of the Building Official, Fire Code Official, or 
the Director of Planning and Development Services, on mitigation or revision of the penalty to 
the County Council, the appellant’s appeal fees shall be refunded. 

3.5. In addition to the civil penalties described above, the Prosecuting Attorney may in his discretion 
bring such injunctive, declaratory, or other actions as deemed necessary to ensure that 
violations of this chapter are prevented or cease, and to otherwise enforce the provisions of this 
chapter.  

G. 15.04.060 Fee. 
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A fee, as established in the Unified Fee Schedule, shall be paid to the County Council office upon filing of 
an appeal authorized by WCC 15.04.050(F)(2). This fee shall not apply to appeals initiated by a County 
department. 

If an appellant prevails in an appeal of final decisions of the Building Official, Fire Code Official, or the 
Director of Planning and Development Services, on mitigation or revision of the penalty to the County 
Council, the appellant’s appeal fees shall be refunded. 
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