
 

  

PROPOSED BY: PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 

INTRODUCED: JUNE 23, 2026 

 

 

ORDINANCE NO. ________ 

 

 

AMENDING THE OFFICIAL WHATCOM COUNTY ZONING MAP UNDER THE 2025-
2026 PERIODIC UPDATE OF THE WHATCOM COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 

UNDER THE GROWTH MANAGEMENT ACT 
 

 WHEREAS, every ten years as part of the periodic update, RCW 36.70A.130(1)(a) 

requires Whatcom County to take legislative action to review and, if needed, revise its 

comprehensive plan and development regulations to comply with the requirements of Chapter 

36.70A RCW (the Growth Management Act); and 

 

WHEREAS, this ordinance reflects Whatcom County has completed its 2025-2026 

periodic review of the development regulations as required pursuant to RCW 36.70A.130; and 

  

 WHEREAS, Whatcom County Planning and Development Services has proposed 

amendments to the official Whatcom County Zoning Map as part of this the 2025-2026 

periodic update to implement the plan's updated goals and policies, fulfill the mandatory 

elements required for comprehensive plans under the GMA, and ensure internal consistency 

pursuant to RCW 36.70A.130(1)(a), RCW 36.70A.070, and WAC 365-196-500; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the County Council docketed PLN2023-00001 to implement development 

regulation updates associated with the 2025-26 periodic update of the Whatcom County 

Comprehensive Plan; and. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED that the Whatcom County Council adopts the 

recitals above and legislative record as findings and further makes the following additional 

findings: 

 

WHEREAS, the County Council hereby adopts the following findings of fact: 

Section 1. FINDINGS OF FACT. 

1. The zoning map amendments were studied under the Whatcom County Comprehensive 

Plan Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) issued on August 22, 2025, under file 

number SEPA2024-00001. 
 

2. Notice of Intent to Adopt Development Amendment was submitted to the Washington 

State Department of Commerce on each of the proposed zoning map amendments as 

detailed below: 

Revised substitute changes 

shown in Yellow Highlight 

https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=36.70a.130
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=36.70a.130
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=36.70a.130
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=36.70A.070
https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=365-196-500
https://www.whatcomcounty.us/4219/Environmental-Impact-Statement#docaccess-8d02d776a85c9d0e9faac24800072b0783cabb1f159ac7e4306da3b665492389


 

  

a.  Blaine Zoning Map Amendments: 

i.  60-Day Notice of Intent to Adopt Amendment emailed 2-17-2026 

ii.  Assigned Submittal ID Number 2026-S-11522 

b.  Bellingham UGA, Everson UGA, Nooksack UGA, Cherry Point UGA, Birch Bay  

UGA, Columbia Valley UGA, Hinote’s Corner, Pole & Guide Meridian, and Custer 

LAMIRDs Zoning Map Amendments: 

i.  Request for Expedited Review emailed 4-14-2026 

ii.  Assigned Submittal ID Number 2026-S-12706 

iii.  Granted 4-28-2026 

c.  Lummi Island Zoning Map Amendments: 

i.  Request for Expedited Review emailed 5-6-2026 

ii.  Assigned Submittal ID Number 2026-S-12796 

iii.  Granted 5-21-2026. 
 

3. The Whatcom County Planning Commission held a duly noticed public hearing on the 

proposed zoning map amendments on February 26, 2026, April 23, 2026, and May 14, 

2026. 
 

4. The County Council engaged in its periodic review of the comprehensive plan and 

encouraged early and continuous participation by the public and interested parties in 

the comprehensive plan update process by holding multiple public meetings, public 

comment periods and work sessions between June 2024February 10, 2026 and July 14 

2026 as reflected in the legislative record, consistent with requirements for a public 

participation program adopted by the County as required pursuant to the Growth 

Managment Act. County Council futher held a duly noticed public hearing on the 

proposed amendments contemplated by this ordinance on July 14 2026. 
 

5. Adoption of the proposed zoning map amendments implements applicable 

requirements under the Growth Management Act pursuant to RCW 36.70A.130(1)(a), 

RCW 36.70A.070, and WAC 365-196-500. 
 

6. The subject proposed recommended zoning map amendments are consistent with the 

following GMA Planning Goals under RCW 36.70A.020 including but not limited to: 

a. Number 1: Urban growth. Encourage development in urban areas where 

adequate public facilities and services exist or can be provided in an efficient 

manner; 

b. Number 2: Reduce sprawl. Reduce the inappropriate conversion of undeveloped 

land into sprawling, low-density development; 

c. Number 5: Economic development. Encourage economic development 

throughout the state that is consistent with adopted comprehensive plans, 

promote economic opportunity for all citizens of this state, especially for 

https://www.whatcomcounty.us/AgendaCenter/Planning-Commission-9#docaccess-b03275a1ac816d3e166df93b95a5cf0d901e0a78d70fc2cfeda1c1f1aa03a975
https://www.whatcomcounty.us/AgendaCenter/Planning-Commission-9#docaccess-9c67e85f94c1bea2337e4bfa212c81a9
https://www.whatcomcounty.us/AgendaCenter/Planning-Commission-9#docaccess-a4b2f63619e844f63a38ccc5f9a078a1
https://www.whatcomcounty.us/AgendaCenter/Planning-Commission-9#docaccess-a4b2f63619e844f63a38ccc5f9a078a1
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=36.70a.130
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=36.70A.070
https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=365-196-500


 

  

unemployed and for disadvantaged persons, promote the retention and 

expansion of existing businesses and recruitment of new businesses, recognize 

regional differences impacting economic development opportunities, and 

encourage growth in areas experiencing insufficient economic growth, all within 

the capacities of the state's natural resources, public services, and public 

facilities; 

d. Number 8: Natural resource industries. Maintain and enhance natural resource-

based industries, including productive timber, agricultural, and fisheries 

industries. Encourage the conservation of productive forestlands and productive 

agricultural lands, and discourage incompatible uses; 

e. Number 9: Open space and recreation. Retain open space and green space, 

enhance recreational opportunities, enhance fish and wildlife habitat, increase 

access to natural resource lands and water, and develop parks and recreation 

facilities; 

f. Number 10: Environment. Protect and enhance the environment and enhance 

the state's high quality of life, including air and water quality, and the 

availability of water; 

g. Number 11: Citizen participation and coordination. Encourage the involvement 

of citizens in the planning process, including the participation of vulnerable 

populations and overburdened communities, and ensure coordination between 

communities and jurisdictions to reconcile conflicts. 
 

7. These amendments are consistent with the current and amended goals and policies of 

the Whatcom County Comprehensive Plan. 

 

Section 2. CONCLUSIONS OF LAW. Whatcom County Council concludes the following in 

regards to thise proposed ordinance amending the official Whatcom County Zoning Map: 

amended ordinance: 

1. These amendments are in the public interest as they promote the public health, safety 

and general welfare of Whatcom County. 
 

2. These proposed amendments do not include or facilitate spot zoning. 
 

3. These amendments are consistent with applicable approval requirements for zoning 

map amendments under WCC 22.10.060. 
 

4. These amendments implement and are internally consistent with the updated 

associated goals and policies of the 2025-2026 Comprehensive Plan adopted as part of 

the periodic update to the plan pursuant to RCW 36.70A.130, and WAC 365-196-500. 
 

https://ecode360.com/47951822#47951849
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=36.70a.130
https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=365-196-500


 

  

5. The amendments are consistent with the Washington State Growth Management Act 

(RCW 36.70A) and its Planning Goals (RCW 36.70A.020). 

 

 BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED by the Whatcom County Council that the zoning map 

amendment relating to the pending City of Blaine de-annexation area, of approximately 573 

acres, shall only take effect upon finalization of de-annexation and returning the land to the 

unincorporated Whatcom County land base; and 

  

NOW THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED by the Whatcom County Council that 

amendments to the official Whatcom County Zoning Map are hereby adopted as shown in 

Exhibits 1 through 11; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED by the Whatcom County Council this ordinance shall be 

in full force and effect following its adoption and approval as provided by law, following 

submission to the Washington State Department of Commerce and publication; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER FINALLY ORDAINED by the Whatcom County Council that, should 

any part of this regulation be held to be illegal, unconstitutional, or otherwise unenforceable, 

the remainder of the regulation shall apply. 

 

 

ADOPTED this          day of                 , 2026 

 

 

 

       WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL 

ATTEST:      WHATCOM COUNTY, WASHINGTON 

 

 

                         

Cathy Halka, Clerk of the Council    Kaylee Galloway, Council Chair 

 

 

 WHATCOM COUNTY EXECUTIVE 

APPROVED AS TO FORM:    WHATCOM COUNTY, WASHINGTON 

     

Kimberly Thulin by email (7.2.2026/ko) 

                           

Civil Deputy Prosecutor     Satpal Sidhu, County Executive 

 

       (    ) Approved (    ) Denied   

 

   Date Signed: ____________________ 

https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=36.70a.130
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=36.70A.020
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NA
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T
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Y
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IE 
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R
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E

KI
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 S
T
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 D
R
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LN

IDAHO ST
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DE
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AY

EDGEW
OOD LN

SHADY LANE RD

WESTERN LN
WILDWOOD DR

CR
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TL
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E 
DR

ANN CT

LE
GA

CY
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CHURCH ST

FO
RT
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EL
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GH
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 R

D

SPRINGLAND LN

HUNSICKER RD

WYNN RIDGE LN

WOODBINE WAY

S HARBOR LOOP DR
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T
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E
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L
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L
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DR
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T
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 R

D
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LL
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W
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D 
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E
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T

YEARLING PL
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PA
LIS

AD
E W

AY

STRIDER LN

PASCO ST
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 P

L

HAPPY CT

E B
IR
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T

ORCA LN

OLD MILL RD
XE
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A 
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W
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W RUSLEY DR
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E

VIRGINIA ST
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E
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LL

IA
M 
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SE
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W 

CI
R
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TROUT LAKE DR

FA
IR
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TGLEN COVE LN

CONNELLY AVE

ORCHID DR

GLADSTONE ST

BYERS LN

LINDSAY AVE
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FIC
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T
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MEADOR AVE

KENTUCKY ST

PACIFIC HWY
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IE 
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T
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T
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E MAPLE ST
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TH
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T
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17
TH
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T

SLATER RD

ACADEMY ST

FIR
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T
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T
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TH
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T
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 S
T
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T
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T
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SLATER RD
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T
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T
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T

- Bellingham

0 1,800 3,600 5,400 7,200900
Feet

Whatcom County

Urban Growth Area
Urban Growth Area Reserve 

Bellingham

(R10A)

Area 3 - 301 ac.
UGAR to UGA
R10A to URMX 10-24

URMX10-24

Area 5 - 19.5 ac.
Rural to UGA
R5A to URMX 6-10

(R5A)
URMX 6-10

Area 4 - 37 ac.
UGAR to UGA
R5A to URMX 10-24

(R5A)URMX 10-24
LII

LII

URMX 6-12

UR6 URMX
6-12

UR

Area 6 - 320 ac.
UGA to Rural
UR to R5AR5A(UR)

R5A(UR)

Area 7 - 547 ac.
UGA to Rural
UR to R5A

ROS

ROS
R10A

URMX
6-12

UR6

UR
MX 6-1
0ROS

URMX 6-10
UR4

URMX 6-12

URMX 6-12

(LII)
R10A

Area 2 - 176 ac.
UGA to UGAR
LII to R10A

GC

Area 1 - 520 ac.
UGA to UGAR
LII to R10A

(LII)
R10A

LII
URMX

AO

LII
URM18

URMXUR3

LII

LII

HIIHII
LII

ROS

HII

ROS

UR6

Proposed Zoning Designations (existing designations in parentheses)
Existing Zoning Designations

TC

Exhibit 2

Rezone:
Rezone:

Rezone:

Rezone:

Rezone:

Rezone:

Rezone:
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Terrell Creek

California Creek

Terrell Creek
BL

AI
NE

 R
D

BAY RD

BIRCH BAY DR JA
CK
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N 

RD

ANDERSON RD
SALISH RD

ARNIE RD
HA

RB
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VIE
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RD

LINCOLN RD

HELWEG RD

BIRCH POINT RD

BIRCH BAY LYNDEN RD
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D
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X R
D

GRANDVIEW RD

ALDERSON RD
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ET
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SE
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D
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D
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COWICHAN RD
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RB

ER
 R

D

HOLEMAN AVE

HORIZON DR
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EH

N 
RD

SEASHELL WAY

CH
EH

AL
IS 

RD

CR
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KE
T R

D

WHITEHORN WAY

GLENDALE DR

KAYA
K WAY

FLEET RD

CALIFORNIA TRL

BAYVUE RD

CL
AM

DI
GG

ER
 D

R

CASTLEROCK DR

NAKAT WAY HAIDA WAY

HALIBUT DR

KEY ST

LEESIDE DR

EDDIE LN

NOOTKA LOOP
ALDER ST

SEAFAIR DR

NISKA RD

BOONE RD

SEAVUE RD

MORGAN DR

FIR ST

SA
FS

TE
N 

RD

SKYVUE RD

HILLVUE RD

WOO
LD

RID
GE

 DR

NOEL ST

BAY RIDGE DR

HELW
EG LN

KIT
AM

AT
 W

AY

HAZEL LN

SE
A 

LIN
KS

 D
R

HENLEY ST LEGION DR

AS
HB

UR
Y C

T
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EE

VU
E R

D CAMAS DR

MAK
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LEAF LN

CODY RD

OCEAN MIST DR

SK
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IT 
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Y

HOSTA ST

FERN ST

SUNBURST DR

TWILIGHT PL

SEAVIEW DRSA
LIS

H 
LN DE
ER

 TR
L

CIRQUE ST

LONICERA DR

LORA LN

PH
EA

SA
NT

 D
R
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TO
NE

 ST

HERONSWOOD DR
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OD
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ND

 D
R

SNOW GOOSE LN

PL
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A P
AR
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DR

DORY CT

EAST ST

GEODUCK

W 
42
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 PL

HA
RB

OR
 D

R

BIRCH POINT LOOP

S GOLF COURSE DR

TERRILL D
R

TSAWWASSEN LOOP

EL
AI

NE
 ST

MERLOT ST
PETTICOTE LN

CU
ST

ER
 R

D

CEDAR LN

FIR DR

BRIDGER RD

DRIFTWOOD

TR
AC

Y P
L

FIR TREE LN

GOLDSTAR DR

SHADY LN

GRANDVIEW RD

NAKAT WAY

LINCOLN RD

- Birch Bay

0 810 1,620 2,430 3,240405
Feet

Whatcom County

Urban Growth Area
Urban Growth Area Reserve 

UR4

RC

R10A

UR4

Blaine

(R5A)

Area 3 - 187 ac.
Existing UGA
URM6 TO ROS

Area 1 - 13 AC.
Existing UGA
URM6 to GC

UR4

ROS
(URM6)

URM6
GC

URM24

R10A

RC URM6

GC

GC
(URM6)

NC

URM6 GC

NC

URM6

GC

Area 2 - 100 AC.
Existing UGAR
R5A to R10A

Proposed Zoning Designations (existing designations in parentheses)
Existing Zoning Designations

Exhibit 3

Rezone:

Rezone:

Rezone:



Terrell Creek

La
ke 

Ter
rel

Fingalson Creek

Terrell Creek

Lake Terrel

ALDERGROVE RD

JA
CK

SO
N 

RD

HENRY RD
GU

LF
 R

D

LA
KE

 TE
RR

EL
L R

D
UNICK RD

KI
CK

ER
VI

LL
E R

D

SLATER RD

LONSETH RD

GRANDVIEW RD

RAINBOW RD

BL
AI

NE
 R

D

HA
M 

RD

MOUNTAIN VIEW RD

PO
IN

T W
HI

TE
HO

RN
 R

D

BROWN RD

BIRCH BAY DR

HELWEG RD

KO
EH

N 
RD

KA
RB

ER
 R

D

WALLTINE RD

HOLEMAN AVE

YUKON WAY

DOUGLAS RD

WHITEHORN WAY

W 37TH DR

EV
ER

ET
T R

D

W 
40

TH
 D

R
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FS

TE
N 

RD

KICKERVILLE LN

HELW
EG LN

MAPLE WAY

GA
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ET
T L

N

WINDMILL LN

W 
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 D

R

EVERETT LN

OCEAN MIST DR

TR
EN

T L
N

SH
AR
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 D

R

FIGALI LN

MAPLE LN

SHELTER LN

GEORGIAN DR

BROWN RD

GRANDVIEW RD

KI
CK

ER
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LL
E R

D

GRANDVIEW RD

BROWN RD

- Cherry Point

0 1,000 2,000 3,000 4,000500
Feet

Whatcom County

Major Port/Industrial Urban Growth Area

R10A

HII

(LII) LII

Area 1 - 385 ac.
UGA to Rural
LII to R10A

Proposed Zoning Designations (existing designations in parentheses)
Existing Zoning Designations
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KENDALL RD

LIMESTONE RD

EXIT RD

TIL
BU

RY
 R

D

AZURE WAY

SA
NT

A 
FE

 TR
L

OREGON TRL

GOLDEN VALLEY DR

LE
ON

AR
D L

N

CIMARRON WAY

HOLLY LN

SH
AM

RO
CK

 RD

ALDER LN

SPRAGUE VALLEY DR

CHESTNUT DR

PEACEFUL VALLEY DR

ST
OR

YB
OO

K L
N 

APACHE DR

TOWER RD

GO
LD

 R
UN

 D
R

DOGWOOD DR

OVERLAND TRL

CHISHOLM TRL

BI
RC

H 
LN

BELLWOOD DR

ISENHART L
N

KING VALLEY DR

CASEY RD

CHATEAU RD

POPPY LN

OL
D 

TO
WN

 R
D

CLEAR VALLEY DR
WINDON LN

DEEP VALLEY DR

GOLDEN VALLEY BLVD

GR
EE

N 
TR

EE
 LN

BLUEBELL CT

LIL
AC

 LN

FL
AI

R 
VA

LL
EY

 D
R

DARDU RD

JU
NIP

ER
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BLACKFOOT PL

WINCHESTER WAY

LITTLE BIG HORN RD

FALL VALLEY LN

PONY PL

LARIAT PL

GINKGO DR

ASPEN CT

WATSON LOOP

PINE PL

POPPY CT

LIM
ERICK WAY

HA
ZE

L C
T

JUNIPER LN

VA
LL

EY
 CT

BALFOUR VILLAGE AVE

HAWTHORNE PL

CHERRY LN

MOSEY CT

OLIVE WAY

LINDEN CT

DO
LP

HI
N 

WA
Y

WILLOW PL

- Columbia Valley Urban Growth Area

0 440 880 1,320 1,760220
Feet

Whatcom County

Urban Growth Area
Urban Growth Area Reserve 

LII

UR4

GC

URM6

UR4

URM6

(RF)

(UR4)

(UR4)RF(R10A)
GC

(UR4)

Area 5 - 40 ac.
Existing UGA
RF to LII 

Area 3 - 84 ac.
Existing UGA
UR4 to URM6

Area 2 - 85 ac.
Existing UGA
UR4 to URM6

Area 1 - 40 ac.
UGAR to Rural Forestry
R10A to RF

Area 4 - 5.5 ac.
Existing UGA
UR4 TO GC

Proposed Zoning Designations (existing designations in parentheses)
Existing Zoning Designations

Exhibit 5

Rezone:

Rezone:

Rezone:

Rezone:

Rezone:



Nooksack River

Jo
hn

so
n C

ree
k

Scott Ditch

Sumas River

Sum
as 
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r
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OK

SA
CK
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D
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E POLE RD
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D
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W 
2N

D 
ST

STICKNEY ISLAND RD

NO
OK

SA
CK

 AV
E

TR
AP

LIN
E R
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REEDS LN
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E D
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D
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 D

R
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L
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MAPLE RIDGE DR
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ST
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SILVES CT
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QU
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PO
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 D

R

COOPERS LN

SULWHANON DR

JACKSON CT
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DENNISON LN

PINE CREST DR

RIVER STCOLTON LN
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E POLE RD

EV
ER

SO
N R

D

W 2ND ST
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3R
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ST

- Everson

0 580 1,160 1,740 2,320290
Feet

Whatcom County

Urban Growth Area
Urban Growth Area Reserve 

Nooksack

(R5A)UR4

EversonAG

UR4
LII

Study Area 3 - 20 ac.
Rural to UGA
R5A to UR4 UR

4

UR4

AG

AG

Proposed Zoning Designations (existing designations in parentheses)
Existing Zoning Designations

AG

Exhibit 6
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Sumas River

Swift Creek
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n C
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k
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D
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W MADISON ST

W JACKSON ST

W HARRISON ST
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L

W LINCOLN ST
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REEDS LN
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DENNISON LN
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W 
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T

- Nooksack

0 360 720 1,080 1,440180
Feet

Whatcom County

Urban Growth Area
Urban Growth Area Reserve 

Nooksack
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(R5A)

AG
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AG

UR4

Study Area 4 - 20 ac.
Rural to UGA
R5A to UR4
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AG

Everson

Proposed Zoning Designations (existing designations in parentheses)
Existing Zoning Designations
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California Creek

PORTAL WAY

MAIN ST
BR
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E R

D

ARNIE RD

ZELL RD
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AVERY LN

ARNIE RD

- Custer

0 160 320 480 64080
Feet

Whatcom County

Custer LAMIRD

STC

Proposed Zoning Designations (existing designations in parentheses)

Area 1 - 90 ac.
Existing LAMIRD/Rural Commuity
RR2 to RR3

Existing Zoning Designations

R10A

RR3
(RR2)

AG

R10A

R10A

RR5A

R10A R5A

RR5A STC

Exhibit 8
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Fou
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D
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 D
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 D
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- Hinotes Corner

0 190 380 570 76095
Feet

Whatcom County

Hinotes Corner LAMIRD

STC

Area 1 - 71 ac.
Existing LAMIRD/Rural Commuity
R2A to RR2

RR3RR2
(R2A) (RR2)

Area 2 - 95 ac.
Existing LAMIRD/Rural Commuity
RR2 to RR3

R2A

AG

R5A

R5A*

AG

Proposed Zoning Designations (existing designations in parentheses)
Existing Zoning Designations

R5A
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OL
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GU
ID

E R
D

W POLE RD

GU
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BEARD RD

E POLE RD
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W 66TH TER
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R
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E D

R
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- Pole & Guide Meridian

0 190 380 570 76095
Feet

Whatcom County

Pole & Guide Meridian LAMIRD

RGC

Proposed Zoning Designations (existing designations in parentheses)

Area 1 - 86 ac.
Existing LAMIRD/Rural Community
RR2 to RR3

Existing Zoning Designations

RR3
(RR2)

RR3
(RR2)

Area 2 - 18 ac.
Existing LAMIRD/Rural Community
RR2 to RR3

RR3

R5A*
R5A

R5A
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ISLAND DR

BEACH AVE

CEDAR AVE

HALES PASSAGE DR

SCENIC AVE

JAMISON ST

MT VISTA DR

DOGWOOD TER

ROSEWOOD TER
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T
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AISTON CREEK RD

CLARK CIR
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R
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- Lummi Island

0 180 360 540 72090
Feet

Whatcom County

RF
(RF with MRL
Special District 
Overlay Zone)

Area 1 - 25 ac.
MRL  to Rural Forestry
Retain existing RF zoning but 
remove MRL Special District Overlay

Proposed Zoning Designations (existing designations in parentheses)
Existing Zoning Designation

RF

RF
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