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APPLICATION FOR APPOINTMENT TO WHATCOM COUNTY ADVISORY GROUPS 
PLEASE PRINT LEGIBLY and COMPLETE ALL ITEMS 

Name:  Date:   

Residential address:  

City:  Zip Code:   

Mailing Address (if different from street address):  

Primary Telephone:  Secondary Telephone:  

E-mail address:   

1a. Name of advisory group: See next page   

1b. Which position are you applying for? Refer to vacancy list   

2.  Do you meet the requirements of the position for which you’re applying?  

 (If applicable, please refer to vacancy list.)   -------------------------------------------------------- (  ) yes    (  ) no 

3.  Which Council district do you live in?  ----------- (  ) One   (  ) Two   (  ) Three   (  ) Four   (  ) Five (  ) Not Applicable 

4.  Have you ever been a member of this advisory group? -------------------------------------------------- (  ) yes    (  ) no 
  If yes, dates:  

5.  Do you or your spouse have a financial interest in or are you an employee or officer of any  
 business or agency that does business with Whatcom County?  ----------------------------------------- (  ) yes    (  ) no 

 If yes, please explain:  

6. Have you declared candidacy (as defined by RCW 42.17A.005(8)) for a paid elected office in  
 any jurisdiction within the county?  ------------------------------------------------------------------------ (  ) yes    (  ) no 

You may attach a résumé or detailed summary of experience, qualifications, & interest in response to the following questions. 

7. Please describe your occupation (or former occupation if retired), qualifications, professional and/or community  
 activities, and education. 

  

  

 

  

8. Please describe why you’re interested in serving on this advisory group:  

 

  

References (please include daytime telephone number):  

 

My signature affirms that the information provided in this application is true and correct. If appointed, I will 

comply with the Council & Executive Expectations of Advisory Group Members and complete Open Government 
Training as required by RCW 42.30.205.  

 
Signature of applicant:  See next page for additional instructions. 
 
THIS IS A PUBLIC DOCUMENT: As a candidate for a public board or commission, the above information will be available to the 
County Council, County Executive, and the public. All board and commission members are expected to be fair, impartial, and 
respectful of the public, County staff, and each other. Failure to abide by these expectations may result in revocation of 
appointment and removal from the appointive position. 

Rud Browne 12/31/2024

Planning Commission

Planning Commission, County Council District 1

I purchase permits like all other residents but am neither a County supplier or employee

Entrepreneur, currently focused on increasing buildable land capacity for housing in Whatcom County.

Former owner of an award winning computer resuse and recycling business. Former County Councilmember (2 terms).

Have served on over 20 different community boards and commissions. Resume attached.

Constituents want the County to increase

housing availability. The Planning Commission will assist the Council with the next draft of WC Comprehensive Plan

I believe my recent experience trying to increase WC buildable lands capacity would be helpful, and the Planning Commission

would benefit from a member who worked on the last Plan. I have the time and expect to be available to attend all PC meetings.

Whatcom County Association of Realtors (see letter of support)

Ali Taysi (AVT Consulting, land use consultant), Troy Muljat (Commerical Realtor), Dan Dunne (CAZ Construction)



Rud Browne – Biography 
 
Rud is the CEO of Ryanna Capital which is currently focused on increasing the 
buildable lands supply within Whatcom County, a critical first step in adding more 
housing within a community desperate for additional residential options.  
 
Rud is a proven entrepreneur. He started recycling scrap metal when he was 10 years 
old. At 23 he taught himself computer programming and then spent 30 years in the hi-
tech sector. At 30 Rud started The Ryzex Group and built it into an innovative 
multinational mobile technology solutions company with $75 million in annual revenues, 
which employed 360 people in five countries. He moved to Whatcom County in 1994. 
 
Rud promoted the recycling ethic to the point that the Ryzex’ Bellingham facility (with 
160 personnel) was able to eliminate all waste. The lessons learned became the basis 
of the popular local program called Towards Zero Waste, which has resulted in over 300 
organizations reducing their waste by at least 50%. 
 
In 2013 Rud was elected to the Whatcom County Council where he served two terms. 
During his tenure he served as Council Chair, Chair of the Finance and Administrative 
Services Committee, as a member of the Planning and Development Committee, the 
Public Works Committee, the County Health Board and as the Council representative 
on several other external boards and commissions. 
 
Rud is currently a member of the World Presidents Organization (a global organization 
of CEO’s), the Rotary Club of Bellingham, and the Bellingham Angels Group. In 2004 
Rud was recognized as the Whatcom County Businessperson of the Year and in 2007 
as a winner of the Ernst & Young Entrepreneur of the Year Award. Under Rud’s 
leadership, Ryzex received numerous awards, including “Best Places to Work,” the 
“Green Business of the Year” and was recognized by Inc. Magazine as the number two 
Green business in the USA. A partial list of previously held board positions are: 
 

• Bellingham City Club 
• Bellingham Public Development Authority 
• Brigid Collins Child Abuse and Family Support Center 
• Entrepreneurs Organization (Vancouver), as Vice President for Ethics 
• Northwest Economic Council 
• St. Paul’s Academy 
• US Bank of WA Advisory Board 
• WWU College of Business and Economics (CBE) Advisory Board 
• Whatcom County Ethics Commission 
• Whatcom Community Foundation 
• Young Presidents Organization, Pacific Northwest chapter (as Chairman) 

 
He has also served as an Aircrew member of the US Coast Guard Auxiliary.  
 
Rud’s passions are his family, friends, flying light aircraft and community service. 






