
WHATCOM COUNTY  
ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES 

 FINANCE/ACCOUNTING 
Whatcom County Courthouse 

Randy Rydel, Finance Director  

311 Grand Avenue, Suite #503 
Bellingham, WA 98225-4082 

Phone – (360) 778-5320 
Fax – (360) 778-5321 

 

MEMORANDUM 
  

To: The Honorable Satpal Singh Sidhu, County Executive; and 
The Honorable Members of the Whatcom County Council 

Through: Randy Rydel, Finance Director 

From: Steve Harris, Undersheriff 

Prepared By:  Sara Winger, Senior Purchasing Coordinator 

Date: May 7, 2025 

Re: Approval to Purchase RapidHIT ID System (Forensic DNA Instrument) 

Requested Action 
The Sheriff’s Office requests County Council and County Executive approval to purchase an Applied Biosystems™ 
RapidHIT™ ID System using authorized cooperative, National Association of State Procurement Officials (NASPO) 
via a Participating Addendum, Washington State Contract (WSC) #20722 (Laboratory Equipment and Supplies). 
The current contract term is for the period of 03/01/2024 through 02/28/2029.  

The NASPO contract is awarded to several manufacturers, including Fisher Scientific Company. Whatcom County 
will purchase through Thermo Fisher Scientific/Life Technologies Corporation. The total cost for this purchase is 
$210,784.83, including equipment, sales tax, delivery, set-up, and sales tax. 

Background and Purpose 
This RapidHIT™ ID System will allow investigators to collect DNA from suspects, human remains, blood, and/or 
other biohazard materials and, within 90 minutes, learn if a DNA match exists.  

Funding Amount and Source 
The Sheriff’s Office received a reimbursable grant from the US Department of Justice in 2024 (Whatcom County 
Contract #202409023) to purchase a rapid DNA machine. Expenditure authority was authorized in the General 
Fund for this purchase on Supplemental ID #2025-4931, as approved on Ordinance #2025-025. 

Contact 
Please contact Steve Harris, extension 6718, if you have any questions or concerns. 

Recommendation 
In accordance with WCC 3.08.030, I concur with this recommendation: 

             
  
Sara Winger, Senior Purchasing Coordinator      

Approved as recommended: 

County Executive       Date of Council Action 

Sara Winger
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