


Group Justice Council

Incarceration
Prevention and
Reduction Task Force
Position:

Health and Social Service Provider

2. Do you meet the
residency,
employment, and/or
affiliation requirements
of the position for
which you’re applying?

Yes

3. Which Council
district do you live in?

District 1

4. Have you ever been
a member of this
Advisory Group

No

5. Do you or your
spouse have a financial
interest in or are you
an employee or officer
of any business or
agency that does
business with
Whatcom County?

Yes

If yes, please explain I work for Northwest Youth Services and we hold multiple
contracts with the County.

6. Have you declared
candidacy (as defined
by RCW 42.17A.055)
for a paid elected office
in any jurisdiction
within the county?

No

You may attach a
resume or detailed
summary of
experience,
qualifications, &
interest in response to
the following questions

7. Please describe your I have worked at Northwest Youth Services since March of 2022

Attached



occupation (or former
occupation if retired),
qualifications,
professional and/or
community activities,
and education

and currently serve as the Sr. Director of Advocacy and
Community Action. I supervise NWYS's outreach team, queer
youth services, teen court, advocacy work, and youth action
board. I do direct outreach to incarcerated youth and work with
young people with lived and living experience of homelessness,
housing insecurity, and systems of care. Many of the young
people I work with have interacted often with the criminal legal
system and I myself have lived experience with the criminal legal
system and housing instability. In my work I directly support
youth and young adults through resources and systems
navigation, mentorship in advocacy, civic engagement, access to
gender affirming care, facilitating the youth action board,
connecting young people, to community supports, providing
internships to young people with lived experience, programming
in the juvenile detention center, and outreach.

8. Please describe why
you’re interested in
serving on this
Advisory Group.

In my work I support many youth and young adults that interact
with the criminal legal system often. I want to make sure their
experiences and needs are represented in this space. I see what
is and isn't working in our community when it comes to the health
and wellbeing of young people, especially those currently
experiencing homelessness and housing insecurity. Once a
young person NWYS works with is arrested, I often see them
enter into a cycle of incarceration that leads to more challenges
when it comes to accessing safe and stable housing. I would
appreciate the opportunity to advocate for more resources that
keep young people out of carceral systems, connect them with
consistent, sustainable, and affirming services, and explore more
alternatives to incarceration that focus on restorative justice and
reducing recidivism among youth and young adults.

References (please
include daytime
telephone number):

Shu-Ling Zhao, Chuckanut Health Foundation 360.219.3786
Elizabeth Boyle, Elizabeth Boyle Consulting 360.201.4762
Geneva Blake, Whatcom Human Rights Taskforce 360.325.2791

Appointment
Requirements

I understand and agree

Signature of applicant: Eve Smason-Marcus

Place Signed /
Submitted

(Section Break)






