Cherry Point UGA/UGA Reserve Proposal

Whatcom County Planning & Development Services

Presentation at County Council Committee of the Whole
January 27,2026


Presenter
Presentation Notes
M.A. representing Whatcom County Planning & Development Services.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Cherry Point area was designated for industrial uses on the 1970 Comprehensive Plan map and the 1981 Cherry Point/Ferndale Subarea Plan.  Whatcom County designated Cherry Point as a UGA under the provisions of the GMA in 1997. 

The Cherry Point UGA boundaries did not change in the 2016 UGA review. The approximate acreages of current zoning classifications in the UGA are as follows: 
	
Heavy Impact Industrial (HII):	6,565	
 
Light Impact Industrial (LII):	    470
	
	Total:		 7,035

This map shows the current UGA boundaries. 



UGA/UGA Reserve Proposal

UGA Boundary / Zoning Change — Re-designate parcels north of Grandview

Road that have a conservation easement or protective covenant, totaling
approximately 385 acres, from UGA to Rural on the Whatcom County
Comprehensive Plan map. Rezone these parcels from Light Impact Industrial
(LIl) to Rural 1 dwelling/10 acres (R10A).

UGA Reserve — None proposed.
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Presentation Notes
The UGA proposal consists of the following elements . . .
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
This slide shows the map changes.

As mentioned, existing UGA boundary would be reduced in size north of Grandview Rd. to recognize that this area contains protective covenants and/or easements.  

This area would be rezoned from LII to R10A


Cherry Point UGA
Land Capacity - Employment

Proposed UGA - Industrial Land Capacity Analysis Results

Employment Growth Capacity of Proposed UGA 2,563
I Employment Growth Allocation Proposed 1,200

I Surplus (Deficit) | 1,363
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The industrial land capacity is sufficient to accommodate the proposed job growth allocation over the planning period.

Therefore, UGA boundary expansion is not needed to accommodate projected industrial growth.


Questions
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That concludes the presentation.

Questions? 
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