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A. Contracts or bid awards exceeding $40.000 and all real property leases, except when:

A 1. Exercising an option contained in a contract or lease previously approved by the council.

2. Contract is for the design, construction, right-of-way acquisition, professional services, or other capital costs
approved by the county council in a capital budget appropriation ordinance.

3. Contract or bid award for is for supplies or for equipment approved in a capital budget appropriation ordinance.

B4. Contract is for technical support and software maintenance from the developer of proprietary software which is
currently being used by Whatcom County.

€5. Contract is for manufacturer’s technical support and hardware maintenance of electronic systems.

D6. Pursuant to and within the scope of a declaration of emergency made by the county executive under WCC
3.08.060(B). The county executive, pursuant to a declaration of emergency, shall submit the contract to the county
council for informational purposes at the council’s next regular or special meeting.

B. All informational materials distributed to more than 20% of county residences for the purpose of informing or
educating the public on a specific capital project, levy or tax.

(Ord. 2015-011 Exh. A; Ord. 2013-029 Exh. A; Ord. 2007-004 Exh. A; Ord. 2000-025; Ord. 97-034 Exh. A; Ord.
96-034; Ord. 93-042 Exh. H).

3.08.110 Unregistered or unlicensed contractors prohibited.

No contract shall be entered into or executed with any contractor who is not registered or licensed as required by the

laws of this state (except only as permitted under RCW 39.06.010 for highway projects for contractors who have been
prequalified as required under RCW 47.28.070). (Ord. 2013-029 Exh. A; Ord. 2007-004 Exh. A; Ord. 97-034 Exh. A,

Ord. 93-042 Exh. H).

3.08.120 Joint purchasing.
The county may enter into agreements with the state or with any agency, political subdivision, or unit of local

government to purchase goods or services cooperatively. Joint purchasing services are hereby authorized and
encouraged with any other municipal corporation in Whatcom County. Assistance to the participating municipal
corporation may be given in any way except that a sale or contract shall be between the vendor and the participating
municipal corporation and not Whatcom County. Bids and quotes may be obtained jointly based on volume if it is in
the county’s best interest to do so. (Ord. 2013-029 Exh. A; Ord. 2007-004 Exh. A; Ord. 97-034 Exh. A; Ord. 93-042

Exh. H).

3.08.130 Amendments to chapter.

The county council reserves the exclusive right to alter, amend, rescmd abrogate, delete, supersede or replace the
provisions of this chapter, or any part thereof, in any manner not inconsistent with state law. Whether or not the county
council takes action, the provisions of this chapter shall be deemed automatically altered, amended, or superseded to
conform to any mandatory state administrative ruling or statute, as of the effective date of any such enactment
appertaining to the matters covered in this chapter, to the effect that the provisions of this chapter shall at all times
conform to, and never conflict with, said state laws and regulations. (Ord. 2013-029 Exh. A; Ord. 2007-004 Exh. A,

Ord. 97-034 Exh. A; Ord. 93-042 Exh. H).

3.08.135 Sunset Provision
The county council must renew this chapter by December 31, 2018, or the chapter will revert to the language in place
on August 1, 2016. All contracts will be administered by the Purchasing Ordinance in place at the time the contract

was signed.

3.08.140 Severability.
If any provision of this chapter is held to be invalid, the remainder of the chapter shall remain in effect. (Ord. 2013-029

Exh. A; Ord. 2007-004 Exh. A; Ord. 97-034 Exh. A; Ord. 93-042 Exh. H).

The Whatcom County Code is current through Ordinance 2016-030, passed July 26, 2016, and Resolution 2016-027, passed July
26, 2016.





