Whatcom County
Marine Resources Committee

2025 Annual Report

Austin Rose, Natural Resource Specialist Il, Whatcom MRC Staff

Dana Daniels, Natural Resources Specialist, Whatcom MRC Staff

Whatcom County Public Works — Natural Resources
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\What isa Marine Resources Committee (MIRC)?
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Funding:

o @ . Volunteer H-::\Lrs

$34.79

Estimated value of

a volunteer hour in
2025

(independentsector.org)

$46,375

Total value to

Whatcom County

1333

Volunteer hours

donated in
2025

e 16%

| Whatcom County

S 19%
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Washington State

22%

* (.10% conrribution from Morthwest Straits Foundation .
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Operational Strategies

Monitoring and

Advisory Education and Outreach ,
Restoration
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PROJECTS




Beach Seine with Schools




Beach Seine with Schools since 2022

1213 415 60

Beach Seine Schools have Hours of
. == Total students
with Schools participated volunteer s -
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Forage Fish Surveys
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Forage Fish Surveys:
Clayton Beach

jgs

back 50 years is rare and
incredibly valuable. This project
is part of one of the longest
running, continuous datasets in the v
state and is used daily by -k
regulators and environmental
planners.”

“A dataset this large that goes

Kate Olson, Forage Fish
Biologist,

Washington Department of Fish
and Wildlife




Bull Kelp Surveys
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Whatcom MRC Kelp Bed Survey Locations
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Bull Kelp Surveys: Data

| 97.6 acres
5 beds surveyed
>
L
55.5 acres . %
5 beds surveyed o =
45.8 acres . Bi=faceS
4 beds surveyed b o
'. 21.6 acres surveyed 26.9 acres
31.9 acres ® 4beds 4 beds
2 beds surveyed .'. surveyed @ surveyed |
L )
3.8 acres

2 beds
surveyed e

49.6 acres
4 beds surveyed
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27.9 acres
. 4 beds surveyed



Pilot Olympia oyster restoration

North Chuckanut Bay
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Whatcom MRC Olympia Oyster Test Plots - N. Chuckanut Bay
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Average Number of Live Olympia Oysters per Year




Pilot Olympia oyster restoration
Drayton Harbor

Site Area 2 -
Semiahmoo

Site Area 1 -
California Creek

Legend

= WA Shoreline Jurisdiction
Site Area

l:] Efficacy Plots
Tidelands

! Eelgrass

Tax Parcels

PROPOSED PROJECT:
Whatcom County Marine Resouurces Committee Olympia Oyster Enhancement Project
Drayton Harbor

Nov ember 2025




Harmful Algae Blooms (HABs)

* SoundToxins, managed by
Woashington Sea Grant, monitors

harmful algal blooms (HABs) at 30+ |- LI ITEL T, SR 9 900
. . iah Mari : '
sites across the Salish Sea = Sem'a(l;:'_g:w ity o Er g . B ®

~ | * Prior to 2023, the network lacked
— monitoring data for north Whatcom
County

Birch Bay Village “
Marina (BBVM)

\*/ \"t"”- ekt
- ”
>

e The MRC project fills data gap

Y —

Commercial oyster farm

Map showing all of the
SoundToxins HAB monitoring sites
throughout the Puget Sound. The

Historical concentrations

two northernmost sites, including
Drayton Harbor/Semiahmoo
Marina and Birch Bay Village

Influence of Fraser River

learning opportunities

Marina, are sampled by the
Whatcom MRC.

improves management/protection




Harmful Algae Blooms: Sampling and Analysis




Vessel Turn-In Recycling Event

350 69.4 80%

total gallons of tons of

total vessel
dobris recycled

debri
vessels hazardous liquids ebris was



Thank you!
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