
 
City/County Elected Officials Meeting 

Growth Management Coordination – 2025 Update 
 

 

Agenda 
February 20, 2025 

3:00 – 5:00 p.m.   
 

Bellingham Pacific Street Operations Center 
2221 Pacific St., Bellingham WA 98229 (use entrance on Carolina St.) 

Or remote attendance via Zoom (see link below) 
 
1. Welcome and Introductions 
 
2. Possible New County/City Planning Policies Regarding UGA Planning 

➢ Pre-Zoning: "Whatcom County and Cities should pursue and formalize 
processes for the County to adopt new zoning for UGAs prior to annexation 
that will take effect upon annexation." (To be adopted as a new Countywide 
Planning Policy) 

➢ Abutting UGAs: "Bellingham and Ferndale should develop and formalized a 
cooperative planning process to address expansion of city limits and urban 
growth areas in adjacent and adjoining areas."  (To be adopted in parallel by 
Bellingham and Ferndale) 

 
3. Industrial and Commercial Land Supply and Projected Employment Numbers: Do We 

Have Enough? 
➢ See Pages 14-29 of Whatcom Population and Employment Projections  
➢ From Whatcom County CEDS (2022) Goals and Objectives: 

Shovel ready sites – Support partners in sustainably developing existing 
industrially zoned lands to have graded parcels with basic utility, road, and 
transport access. 
Industrial building supply– Work with partners to create a diverse industrial 
building supply in Whatcom County. 

 
4. Laying Groundwork for Possible Newly Incorporated City 

➢ Procedure for Incorporation in WA state by petition and voter approval (See 
RCW 35.02) 

➢ Example of Birch Bay Incorporation Study 
 

 
Click here to join the meeting 
Or navigate to https://zoom.us/join  
Join by phone by calling 253-215-8782 
Meeting ID: 898 4873 5206; Password: 9 
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https://www.whatcomcounty.us/DocumentCenter/View/85199/Whatcom-Population-and-Employment-Projections-Final-Report-May-22-2024
http://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=35.02
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmrsc.org%2Fgetmedia%2F8021C222-DD92-4648-B017-84AF315874C1%2FW47-BirchBay&data=05%7C02%7Cjaweller%40cob.org%7C500d6121ffe846b8f0d508dd4ac516a6%7Cd438603ec0cb4a1286e40001e1d225b9%7C0%7C0%7C638748932542917379%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GeyhaLZPjwAXpK7ZStjp4s%2F1amdm5KJ2WkCItn15xe4%3D&reserved=0
https://cob.zoom.us/j/89848735206?pwd=oOlcFsGv1UqitvbpAbSSshp4wDkdQ9.1
https://cob.zoom.us/j/89848735206?pwd=oOlcFsGv1UqitvbpAbSSshp4wDkdQ9.1
https://zoom.us/join
https://cob.zoom.us/j/89848735206?pwd=oOlcFsGv1UqitvbpAbSSshp4wDkdQ9.1


FOR THE MEETING, PLEASE COME TO THE CAROLINA STREET ENTRANCE 

 

 

CAROLINA STREET ENTRANCE 
To the right of the
employee entrance
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