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WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL PUBLIC HEARING NOTICES 
The Whatcom County Council will hold a public hearing, consider adopting, and may amend the following at its 6 p.m.
meeting on July 28, 2026, or at a later date: RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING AN INITIAL BUDGET LEVEL FOR
THE WHATCOM COUNTY FERRY DISTRICT IN THE AMOUNT OF $5.7 MILLION (COUNCIL ACTING AS 
THE WHATCOM COUNTY FERRY DISTRICT BOARD OF SUPERVISORS) (AB2026-552): This resolution 
establishes an initial net budget levy for the Whatcom County Ferry District of $5.7 million. Resolution introduced July 
14, 2026. ORDINANCE ADOPTING AMENDMENTS TO THE WHATCOM COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
AND FOOTHILLS SUBAREA PLAN FOR THE GROWTH MANAGEMENT ACT PERIODIC REVIEW AND
UPDATE (FOR CONCURRENT REVIEW WITH OTHER COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT PROPOS-
ALS) (AB2026-553): This ordinance adopts amendments to the Whatcom County Comprehensive Plan, including
urban growth area (UGA) boundary changes, as part of the periodic update required by the Growth Management Act
(36.70A.130). This ordinance will be considered concurrently with other related proposals. Ordinance introduced July 
14, 2026. ORDINANCE ADOPTING WHATCOM COUNTY CODE TITLE 20 DEVELOPMENT REGULATION
AMENDMENTS RELATING TO PERIODIC UPDATE REQUIREMENTS UNDER THE GROWTH MANAGE-
MENT ACT (FOR CONCURRENT REVIEW WITH OTHER COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT PROPOS-
ALS) (AB2026-489): This ordinance adopts Whatcom County Code Title 20 development regulation amendments re-
lated to periodic update requirements under the Growth Management Act. This ordinance will be considered concurrently 
with other related proposals. Ordinance introduced June 23, 2026. ORDINANCE ADOPTING WHATCOM COUNTY
ZONING MAP AMENDMENTS RELATING TO PERIODIC UPDATE REQUIREMENTS UNDER THE GROWTH 
MANAGEMENT ACT (FOR CONCURRENT REVIEW WITH OTHER COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT
PROPOSALS) (AB2026-490): This ordinance adopts amendments to Whatcom County’s zoning map in relation to
periodic update requirements under the Growth Management Act. This ordinance will be considered concurrently with
other related proposals. Ordinance introduced June 23, 2026. RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING A NEW WHATCOM
COUNTY FERRY DISTRICT FUND (COUNCIL ACTING AS THE WHATCOM COUNTY FERRY DISTRICT 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS) (AB2026-520): This resolution establishes a new Ferry District Fund, which will be-
come operative beginning January 1, 2027, to account for revenues, including but not limited to property tax levied under 
RCW 36.54.130, and expenditures authorized under RCW 36.54 and by resolution or budget of the Board of Supervisors. 
Resolution introduced July 14, 2026. RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING AN INITIAL BUDGET FOR THE WHATCOM
COUNTY FERRY DISTRICT IN THE AMOUNT OF $5.2 MILLION (COUNCIL ACTING AS THE WHATCOM 
COUNTY FERRY DISTRICT BOARD OF SUPERVISORS) (AB2026-521): This resolution establishes an initial net 
budget levy for the Whatcom County Ferry District of $5.2 million. Resolution introduced July 14, 2026. RESOLUTION
ESTABLISHING AN INITIAL BUDGET LEVEL FOR THE WHATCOM COUNTY FERRY DISTRICT IN THE 
AMOUNT OF $4.2 MILLION (COUNCIL ACTING AS THE WHATCOM COUNTY FERRY DISTRICT BOARD OF 
SUPERVISORS) (AB2026-522): This resolution establishes an initial net budget levy for the Whatcom County Ferry
District of $4.2 million. Resolution introduced July 14, 2026. ORDINANCE ADDING THE FERRY DISTRICT FUNDS 
AND BOARD OF SUPERVISORS TO WHATCOM COUNTY CODE 10.34 FERRY RATES (AB2026-524): This 
ordinance amends Whatcom County Code 10.34 Ferry Rates to reflect the new fund and governing body of the Whatcom
County Ferry District established May 18, 2026. Ordinance introduced July 14, 2026. ORDINANCE ADDING THE FER-
RY DISTRICT FUNDS AND BOARD OF SUPERVISORS TO WHATCOM COUNTY CODE 10.36.060, FERRY
MULTI-RIDE CARDS AND QUARTERLY PASSES, REPLACEMENT APPEAL PROCEDURE (AB2026-525):
This ordinance amends Whatcom County Code 10.36.060, Ferry Multi-Ride Cards and Quarterly Passes, Replacement
Appeal Procedure to reflect the new role of the Ferry District Board of Supervisors. Ordinance introduced July 14, 2026. 

WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL ACTION PROPOSED (INTRODUCED) 

The Whatcom County Council will consider adopting and may amend the following at its 6 p.m. meeting on July 28, 2026, 
or at a later date: ORDINANCE AMENDING WHATCOM COUNTY CODE 24.03, FOOD SERVICE RULES AND 
REGULATIONS (COUNCIL ACTING AS HEALTH BOARD) (AB2026-504): This ordinance amends Whatcom
County Code 24.03, Food Service Rules and Regulations to update references and definitions, remove outdated language,
and amend permit suspension language to support a more educational and less punitive approach for retail food estab-
lishment regulation. Ordinance introduced July 14, 2026. RESOLUTION AMENDING THE 2026 FLOOD CONTROL 
ZONE DISTRICT AND SUBZONES BUDGET, REQUEST NO. 4, IN THE AMOUNT OF $34,830 (COUNCIL 
ACTING AS THE WHATCOM COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL ZONE DISTRICT BOARD OF SUPERVISORS) 
(AB2026-508): This ordinance amends the 2026 Flood Control Zone District and Subzones Budget to record $34,830
in revenue in River & Flood. Ordinance introduced July 14, 2026. ORDINANCE AMENDING WHATCOM COUNTY
CODE 16.20, WHATCOM COUNTY SHELLFISH PROTECTION DISTRICTS (AB2026-526): This ordinance 
amends Whatcom County Code 16.20, Shellfish Protection Districts, to dissolve the Birch Bay Shellfish Protection Dis-
trict, create a single Shellfish Protection Advisory Committee, provide new criteria for the dissolution of districts, and 
makes minor administrative revisions. Ordinance introduced July 14, 2026. ORDINANCE CLOSING THE CENTRAL 
PLAZA TENANT IMPROVEMENT FUND (AB2026-530): This ordinance closes the Central Plaza Tenant Improve-
ment Fund and returns remaining funds of $192,987 to the Real Estate Excise Tax Fund I. Ordinance introduced July
14, 2026. ORDINANCE AMENDING THE 2026 WHATCOM COUNTY BUDGET, REQUEST NO. 10, IN THE
AMOUNT OF $252,250 (AB2026-534): This ordinance amends the 2026 Whatcom County budget as follows:
From the General Fund: appropriate $93,500 in What-Comm 911 to fund grant pass-through to What-Comm. From the
Real Estate Excise Tax I: appropriate $50,000 in Facilities to fund first floor improvements to the Central Plaza Building. 
From the Road Fund: appropriate $33,750 in Public Works to fund repair for live load hanger bars (companion to SBR
5477 Gooseberry PT live load hanger bars, which provides the 45% Road Fund contribution). From the Ferry System 
Fund: appropriate $75,000 in Public Works to fund repair for live load hanger bars (companion to SBR 5477 Goose-
berry PT live load hanger bars, which provides the 45% Ferry Fund contribution). Ordinance introduced July 14, 2026.

Public documents are available for review weekdays from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. in the Council Office, 311 Grand Avenue,
Suite 105, Bellingham, and at whatcomcounty.us/council. View meeting schedules, agendas, minutes, videos, documents
and archives at whatcom.legistar.com. The Council is currently holding hybrid meetings, which can be attended either in 
person or remotely. Full Council meetings begin at 6 p.m. (unless otherwise announced) in the Council Chambers at 311
Grand Avenue. Instructions for remote participation can be found at www.whatcomcounty.us/joinvirtualcouncil or by con-
tacting the Council Office at 360-778-5010.  The Council Chambers is handicapped accessible.  People with special needs
who will be attending Council meetings are asked to contact the Council Office (360-778-5010) at least 96 hours in advance.
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the undersigned, being duly sworn, deposes and says: That he/she is 
the Principal Clerk of The Bellingham Herald, a daily newspaper printed 
and published in Bellingham, Whatcom County, State of Washington, 
and having a general circulation therein, and which said newspaper has 
been continuously and uninterruptedly published in said County during 
a period of six months prior to the first publication of the notice, a copy 
of which is attached hereto: that said notice was published in The 
Bellingham Herald, as amended, for:

1.0 insertion(s) published on: 
07/19/26 Print

Sworn to and subscribed before 
me on
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