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PROPOSED BY:

INTRODUCTION DATE: r/23/2024

oRDINANCE NO. 2024-OO7

AN ORDTNANCE ADOPT|NG AMENDMENTS TO WHATCOM COUNTY CODE TtTtE 2 (ADMtNISTRATION

AND PERSONNET) TO ABOHSH THE APPEATS BOARD AND ASSIGN ITS DUTIES TO THE HEARING

EXAMINER

WHEREAS, the Whatcom County Appeals Board had not met in over 8 years, having had no

appeals; and,

WHEREAS, Whatcom County has been assigning most administrative appeals to the Hearing
Examiner in the last decade;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE lT ORDAINED by the Whatcom County Councilthat:

Section 1. Amendments to the Whatcom County Code are hereby adopted as shown in Exhibit A.

Section 2. Staff is authorized to work with Code Publishing to correct and update any cross-

references made ineffective by these amendments.

Section 3. Adjudication of invalidity of any of the sections, clauses, or provisions of this Ordinance
shall n of the Ordina nce as a whole or any part thereof other than the part

2024.

so dec

lL

Dana Brow chanan, Council Chair

ADO brua

wHATC.q-M

APPROVED

/s/Royce Buckingham approved via email on 7/37/2024/MR

Royce Buckingham, Civil Deputy Prosecutor

w Approved ( ) Deniedffiru turu
I

Satpal Sidhu, Ekecutive

Date
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Exhibit A: Proposed Amendments to Abolish the Board of
Appeals and Transfer Duties to the Hearing Examiner

TITLE 2 ADMINISTRATION AND PERSONNEL

Chapter 2.11 Hearing Examiner

(...)

z.tl..zL0 Final Decisions.
ln accordance with the provisions of Chapter 22.05 WCC, the hearing examiner shall conduct open

record hearings and prepare a record thereof, and make a final decision upon the following matters:

A. Appeals from any order, permits, decisions or final determinations made by an administrative

official or committee in the administration of this Title, WCC Title 15, WCC Title 16, Environment,

WCC Title 17, Flood Damage Prevention, WCC Title 20,Zoning, WCC Title 21, Land Division

Regulations, WCC Title 22, Project Permit Procedures, WCC Title 23, Shoreline Management

Program, or WCC Title 24, Health Code.

(...)

2.11.220 Rules and regulations.
The Hearing Examiner shall have the power to prescribe rules and regulations for the conduct of
hearings before him or her, subject to approval by the County Council; and also, to issue summons for
and compel the appearance of witnesses, to administer oath, and preserve order. The opportunity of
cross-examination of witnesses shall be afforded all parties with standing or their counsel in accordance

with the rules of the hearing examiner.
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