
       PROPOSED BY: _Executive 
       INTRODUCTION DATE: September 9, 2025 
 

 
ORDINANCE NO. ______________ 

 
ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING A PROJECT BASED BUDGET FOR THE JAIL 

REENTRY IMPROVMENTS PROJECT FUND   
 
 

WHEREAS, the Whatcom County Jail must improve infrastructure to 
accommodate modern reentry services and health care for its population; and, 

 
WHEREAS, identified needs include enhanced video surveillance, 

improvement of WIFI infrastructure, inmate medical monitoring, enhanced inmate 
tracking and security checks, and update of key control systems; and, 

 
WHEREAS, Whatcom County has been awarded $2.5 million dollars from 

the Washington State Health Care Authority to provide essential, pre-release 
services for individuals leaving incarceration; and, 

 
WHEREAS, the County has received $1.1 million in grant dollars to date; 

and, 
 

WHEREAS, $710,000 of grant dollars are available to accomplish these 
improvements; and, 

 
WHEREAS, Section 6.80 of the Whatcom County Home Rule Charter 

allows for project-based capital budget appropriation ordinances that lapse when 
the project has been completed or abandoned or when no expenditure or 
encumbrance has been made for three (3) years.  

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Whatcom County Council 

that a new fund is hereby established effective immediately, titled the Jail Reentry 
Improvements Project Fund. This fund shall be used to account for the revenues 
and expenditures of the improvements described above. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED by the Whatcom County Council that the Jail 
Reentry Improvements Project Fund is approved with an initial project budget of 
$710,000 as described in Exhibit A. 

 
ADOPTED this          day of                 , 2025. 
 

 
WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL 

ATTEST:      WHATCOM COUNTY, WASHINGTON 
 
 
Cathy Halka, Clerk of the Council   Kaylee Galloway, Council Chair 
 

WHATCOM COUNTY EXECUTIVE 
       WHATCOM COUNTY, WASHINGTON 
APPROVED AS TO FORM:     
 
Approved by email/B Waldron/A Tan   

 
Civil Deputy Prosecutor    Satpal Sidhu, County Executive 
        
       (    ) Approved (    ) Denied 
  
 Date Signed: _______________________ 
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