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Re: Additional Info requested for your application to the Public Health Advisory Board 
Wednesday, January 14, 2026 4:24:54 PM

Hello Jill,

Thank you for your email. Below is the requested information. 

Dear Whatcom County Council Members:

Thank you for this opportunity to share additional information. Following is my experience
and expertise in the areas listed in the County Code:

i. Healthcare access and quality; 27 years of practice in family medicine; 8 years oversight
of a university student clinic. I’ve served on various healthcare quality control and
improvement committees throughout my career.

ii. Physical environment, including built and natural environments; As founding dean of a
medical school built on the former USAF School of Aerospace Medicine in San Antonio, TX,
I had co-oversight of asbestos abatement and renovation of four buildings totalling over
155,000 square feet. Included were spaces enhancing health and wellness of the learning
community. I also supervised the handling of biohazardous materials and waste used in
medical care, education, and research. I led the establishment of community gardens on
university campuses in Yakima and the Southside of San Antonio.

iii. Social and economic sectors, including housing, basic needs, education, and
employment; Since 2007, I’ve worked in higher education at medical schools in Yakima,
WA, and San Antonio, TX. I’m currently a professor of family medicine and public health and
the UIWSOM’s Master of Public Health Program Director. While practicing, I mentored pre-
med, medical, nursing, and PA students. I’ve participated in public health/population-related
programs and community health assessments. I currently chair the Commission on
Osteopathic College Accreditation which accredits all osteopathic medical schools and met
with HHS Secretary Kennedy in September to discuss strengthening nutrition standards in
medical education. Lived experience includes years of caregiving for my parents, advocating
for a profoundly deaf sister with Parkinson's Disease, as a recent caregiver for my husband
who is a disabled veteran, and as a senior citizen myself.

iv. Business and philanthropy; owned a wholesale/retail business with my husband for
several decades; have extensive fundraising experience for non-profit organizations and
universities.

v. Communities that experience health inequities; I was the faculty advisor of a group of
medical students reopening and expanding the Yakima Union Gospel Mission Care Center
(medical and dental care) which was closed for several years. To strengthen primary care
access in rural areas, I led the establishment of family medicine and internal medicine
residency programs at Skagit Regional Hospital. I established a medical school on the
Southside of San Antonio in an underserved Hispanic community experiencing poverty and
serious health inequities. I developed community, governmental, and health system
relationships which resulted in the formation of residencies in family medicine, internal
medicine, and psychiatry on the Southside of San Antonio; and built strong relationships with
Laredo Regional Medical Center and a local FQHC resulting in family medicine and internal
medicine residency programs there. These programs have significantly increased healthcare



access and quality in underserved areas. I applied for and received a grant for a mobile clinic
in San Antonio for the medical school’s Street Medicine Program. I’m a member of the Social
Mission Alliance (https://socialmission.org/) which supports initiatives to reduce health
inequities. I co-founded a non-profit organization serving vulnerable populations in Guatemala
and have led outreach teams there over the past 25 years.

vi. Government; Served on the Yakima Health District Board of Health as a citizen member
(2009-2013); Bree Collaborative member (2011-2013); served on the COVID-19 response
team collaborative with San Antonio and Bexar County officials (2020-2022). Member of WC
PHAB from 6/2023-present.

vii. Tribal communities and tribal government: partnered with the Puyallup Tribal Health
Authority while dean at the Pacific Northwest University College of Osteopathic Medicine,
resulting in the establishment of the PTHA family medicine residency program.

Please don’t hesitate to reach out if you have additional questions. Thank you again for your 
thoughtful consideration of my application for reappointment to the PHAB.

Sincerely,

Robyn

Robyn Phillips-Madson, DO, MPH, FACOFP

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsocialmission.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7CJNixon%40co.whatcom.wa.us%7Ce2bddb553a5f4e8d3b8008de53cc7ee8%7C2122bbce9a1d4565931b0c534ef12e43%7C0%7C0%7C639040334938220632%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=iQ278f1H5Hle%2BTxDIIvvKqI3c8E1lFQF5DnpMTEHLe4%3D&reserved=0



