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Goals: 
Deliberation and discussion regarding the draft Whatcom County Comprehensive 
Plan Climate Element (Chapter 12), see Nov. 5th staff memo for draft Chapter 12

• Review of Planning Commission Amendments
• Introduction/ Executive Summary- Amend
• GHG Reduction- Section Summary & Policy- Amend, Remove, Add
• Resilience- Section Summary/ Policy/ Maps- Amend 

• Climate Element- Best Available Science- Overview 
• Council Questions- Chapter 12
• Additional Council Discussion and Amendments
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Climate Element- Comprehensive Plan (2025)
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Climate Planning & Comprehensive Plan
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• Cities and counties planning under Growth Management 
Act must add a new climate element (chapter) to their 
Comprehensive Plan (HB 1181)

• 2025 jurisdictions are the first group subject to new state 
guidance issued by Washington Department of Commerce

• Climate element must have two “sub-elements” that 
include policies that to reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
reductions and increase resilience 

Department of Commerce Intermediate Guidance

https://whatcom.legistar.com/View.ashx?M=F&ID=14558701&GUID=13F7F210-FCA6-4480-BD14-C531FDE63985
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Minimum GMA Requirements- Climate Element

GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS 
SUB-ELEMENT

1. Reduce emissions from transportation and 
land use within Whatcom County

2. Reduce per capita vehicle miles travelled

3. Prioritize overburdened communities

RESILIENCE
SUB-ELEMENT

1. Address hazards created or aggravated by climate 
change (sea level rise, landslides, flooding, drought, 
heat, smoke, wildfire, and changes in temperature 
and precipitation)

2. Identify, protect, and enhance natural areas and 
habitat

3. Identify, protect and enhance community resilience 
to climate impacts (social, economic, and built 
environment) 
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Climate Element- Planning Commission Amendments (18)
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Planning Commission Introductory Text Amendments- 2 Amendments

Amendment Type Section Page, PC 
Amendment #

Topic

Section Summary Consistency with the 

Whatcom County 

Climate Action Plan

12-2, #1, #2 Emissions Targets

Planning Commission Introductory Text Amendments- 2 Amendments
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Climate Element- Planning Commission Amendments
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Planning Commission GHG Reduction Subelement Amendments- 13 Amendments 

Amendment Type Section Page, PC 
Amendment #

Policy Number (Topic) 

Section Summary Introduction

Background Summary

12-3, #4, 7 Policy Implementation

(Global Emissions) 

Planning Commission GHG Reduction Subelement- Introduction/ Background Summary
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Climate Element- Planning Commission Amendments

8

Planning Commission GHG Reduction Subelement Amendments- 8 Amendments 

Amendment Type Section Page, PC 
Amendment #

Policy Number (Topic) 

Policy Amendment Agriculture and Food 

Systems

12-4, #6 12.1.5 (Hydrofluorocarbons)

Buildings and Energy 12-5, #5, #15 12.2.1 (State Energy Code)

12.2.4 (Renewable Energy) 

Cultural Resources 12-6, #18 12.3.1 (Climate Commitment 

Act Tribal Consultation) 

Economic Development 12-8, #9 12.4.5 (C-PACER)

Transportation 12-11, #11 12.8.7 (Countywide Electric 

Vehicle Infrastructure 

Development)

Waste Management 12-12, #12, #14 12.9.3 (Solid and Hazardous 

Waste Management Plan)

12.9.5 (Construction and 

Demolition Debris Recycling)
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Climate Element- Planning Commission Amendments
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Planning Commission GHG Reduction Subelement Amendments- 8 Amendments 
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Climate Element- Planning Commission Amendments
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Planning Commission GHG Reduction Subelement Amendments- 8 Amendments (cont.)
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Climate Element- Planning Commission Amendments
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Planning Commission GHG Reduction Subelement Amendments- 2 Policy Deletions

Amendment Type Section Page, PC 
Amendment #

Policy Number (Topic) 

Policy Deletion Buildings and Energy 12-5, #16 12.2.9 (State Energy Code Updates)

Transportation 12-10, #10 12.8.6 (County-owned Electric 

Vehicle Charging Infrastructure)
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Climate Element- Planning Commission Amendments
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Planning Commission GHG Reduction Subelement Amendments- 1 Policy Addition

Amendment Type Section Page, PC 
Amendment #

Policy Number (Topic) 

Policy Addition Zoning and Development 12-13, #17 12.11.7 (Wetland Mitigation Banks)
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Climate Element- Planning Commission Amendments
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Planning Commission Resilience Subelement Amendments- 3 Amendments

Amendment Type Section Page, PC 
Amendment #

Policy Number (Topic) 

Policy Amendment Buildings and Energy 12-18, #13 12.13.5 (Floodplain Development)

Section Summary Zoning and Development 12-29, #8 Terminology

Section Summary-

Maps

Countywide Forecasted Near-

Term Climate Impacts

12-30, #3 Sea Level Rise
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Climate Element- Planning Commission Amendments
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Planning Commission Resilience Subelement Amendments- 3 Amendments (cont.)
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Resilience Subelement- Technical Approach 
(see Nov. 5th Staff Memo)
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1) Drought- Coordinated Water Systems Plan (climate section), requirement for Class A water 
system to develop resilience subelement as part of next update. 

2) Wildfire- DNR developing a new wildfire hazard map and a base-level wildfire risk map for 
each county of the state, per RCW 43.30.580. Will not be complete by periodic due date. 

3) Sea Level Rise and Flooding- Forecasted sea level rise and flood risks in floodplains and 
coastal areas were mapped in the climate element resilience subelement on page 12-30 to 12-
34.

4) Overburdened Communities and Vulnerable Populations- Climate Hazard and Impact 
Assessment serves as a technical supporting document for the climate element- discussed on 
June 10th, in Council packet for August 6th


