Date: 5.24.22
To: Whatcom County Council
council@co.whatcom.wa.us

Cc: Executive Satpal Sidhu
ssidhu@co.whatcom.wa.us

From: Child & Family Well-Being Task Force
Re: The Healthy Children and Families Fund

We write to express enthusiastic support for the Healthy Children’s Fund. It is our sincere hope
that you pass the ordinance before you, allowing the voters of Whatcom County the chance to
establish the fund through the general election in November.

e There are only about half as many child care slots in our community as are needed for
children with parents who work full-time?,

e Children in our community are mistreated at much higher rates than in other parts of the
state?,
An alarming number of families battle housing instability?,
And less than half of our children arrive ready to learn on their first day of kindergarten*.

These are complex and interconnected problems that require well-resourced solutions. And you
already knew that. That’s why in the establishing ordinance for this task force you directed us to,
“develop and establish methods to increase and stabilize funding streams for child and family
programs, services, and infrastructure.®”

This fund aligns well with our goals, and we are ready and eager to play the reporting role
assigned to us in the ordinance. There is a long and strong desire to make it easier to raise a
family in our community, but Whatcom has lacked the flexibility of sustained, locally-controlled
dollars. This fund would provide that critical missing ingredient, resourcing the addition of new
capacity, attracting even more outside funds to our community, and catalyzing innovation. The
combination of accountability measures included in this ordinance gives us confidence that the
fund will help many families from its very first day and only grow in its effectiveness over time.

Thank you for saying yes to kids!

Best Wishes,
The Child & Family Well-Being Task Force
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https://www.ccanorthwest.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/WhatcomCountyReport2019.pdf
http://pocdata.org/content-data/data/county-reports/county_report_Whatcom.pdf
https://www.oppco.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Whatcom-2020-homeless-count-report-_081920_UPDATED-FINAL.pdf
https://www.oppco.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Whatcom-2020-homeless-count-report-_081920_UPDATED-FINAL.pdf
https://www.whatcomcounty.us/DocumentCenter/View/49297/Child-and-Family-Action-Plan---January-2020
https://documents.whatcomcounty.us/WebLink/DocView.aspx?dbid=0&id=4672477&page=1&searchid=9a2a6c2c-f45c-459c-bfeb-6e7041e2f743&cr=1

