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PROPOSED BY: ____ _ 
INTRODUCTION DATE: ____ _ 

ORDINANCE NO. _ 2_0_2_5-_o_2o __ 

ADOPTING VARIOUS AMENDMENTS TO wee TITLE 20 (ZONING} REGARDING HOME-BASED 

BUSINESSES 

WHEREAS, The Council's 2023 docket includes item PLN2014-00016, "Amend the Whatcom 

County Zoning Ordinance to allow "Weddings and Special Events" in specific zone districts through a 
conditional use permit. Amend WCC 20.97 to define "Special Events" and amend the parking space 
requirements in wee 20.80.580." 

WHEREAS, Whatcom County Planning and Development Services has proposed amendments to 
Whatcom County Code Title 20 to fulfill this directive; and, 

WHEREAS, The Whatcom County Council reviewed and considered Planning Commission 
recommendations, staff recommendations, and public comments on the proposed amendments; and 

WHEREAS, The County Council hereby adopts the following findings of fact: 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

1. Whatcom County Planning and Development Services has submitted an application to make 
amendments to wee Title 20 (Zoning) regarding home-based businesses. 

2. A determination of non-significance (DNS) was issued under the State Environmental Policy Act 
(SEPA) on May 1, 2023. 

3. Notice of the subject amendment was submitted to the Washington State Department of Commerce 
on April 19, 2023, for their 60-day review. No comments were received. 

4. The Planning Commission held a duly noticed public hearing on the proposed amendments on May 
25, 2023. 

5. The County Council held a duly noticed public hearing on the proposed amendments on September 
12, 2023, and another on April 15, , 2025. 

6. The amendments are consistent with Comprehensive Plan goals and policies listed in section IV of 
this staff report. 

7. In addition, many of the amendments shown in Exhibit A are solely to fix grammar and have more 
concise language. 

CONCLUSIONS 

1. The amendments to the development regulations are the public interest. 

2. The amendments are consistent with the Whatcom County Comprehensive Plan. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Whatcom County Council that: 

Section 1. Amendments to the Whatcom County Code are hereby adopted as shown in Exhibit A. 

Section 2. Staff is authorized to work with Code Publishing to correct and scrivener's errors and 
update any cross-references made ineffective by these amendments. 

ADOPTED this 15th day of __ A_p_ri_l --~ 2025. 

APPROVED as to form: 

ls/approved via email by Kellen Kooistra/LB 

Civil Deputy Prosecutor 

( ) Denied 

Date: 1.\-\7· 'J 5 
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Exhibit A: Amendments to wee Title 20 (Zoning) Regarding 

Home-Based Businesses & Agritourism 

4 wee TITLE 20 ZONING 

5 

6 

Chapter 20.80 SUPPLEMENTARY REQUIREMENTS 

7 20.80.400 Sign controls. 

8 

9 20.80.470 Exemptions. 

10 The following types of signs shall be exempt from the regulations of this section and zoning districts; 

11 provided, that such signs sha II conform to the general provisions of this section. 

12 

13 _(1) Home-based business (all types; see WCC 20.80.970) signs,;, provided that there shall be no more than 

14 one sign, not to exceed eight square feet, and it shall be nonilluminated. 

15 20.80.500 Off-street parking and loading requirements. 
16 

17 20.80.580 Parking space requirements. 
18 

19 {61) Type IV home-based businesses (see wee 20.80.970): lfQL~l!~J:.V 3 guests plus 1 space for every 
20 employee. 

21 

22 20.80.690 Cannabis - Production and processing facilities. 

23 (1) General. Cannabis production or processing facilities shall comply with RCW Title 69, Chapter 314-55 
24 WAC, and the following general standards: 
25 

26 (c) Cannabis production and processing are not allowed as sJ.home-based businessoccupationsor 

27 

28 20.80.691 Cannabis - Retail sales facilities. 
29 
30 (2) Consistent with WAC 314-55-015, cannabis retail sales shall not take place in a residence or other 

31 location where law enforcement access, without notice or cause, is limited. Cannabis retail sales are 

32 not allowed as .. ,l home-based businessoccufhltions--o+-<:ottageinEh+st+ies. 

33 20,80,970 Homo occupation 
34 Home occupations shall be subject to all the following requirements, which shall be regarded as 

3 5 ct+mtHrtt~-0tes~c-Ht1-ffiBe+-&f-+teffic-&eeUf)a+i&H-s-eH..t·-he-site.;. 

36 

37 



2 

3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 

Exhibit A - Proposed Amendments to Whatcom County Code Title 20 
PLN2014-00016 - Home-Based Businesses 
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October 10, 2024 
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Exhibit A - Proposed Amendments to Whatcom County Code Title 20 
PLN2014-00016 - Home-Based Businesses 

October 10, 2024 

2 

3 

4 

5 
6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 
13 

20.80.970 Home-Based Businesses 

i).) There are four t\/pes of home-based businesses: Typt:_LJ:Y.Q:UJ,J:yoe Ill, and Type IV as distinguished 

14 Ql_ftghjbite_~L!c!g~s. The following uses and activities are orohibited as hornc based businesses: 

15 mo1tuaries_2nd funeral homes· live commercial entertainment·_postal services; shootinrLC0J•f\?~,~ 

16 coffee roasters; semHruck storage; self-service storar;e facilities; autornobHe, truck, and hcav\l 

17 gquipment repair' of' auto bodv work and painting; cannabis production,umcessing. or- retail sales· 

18 primary manufacture of petroleum oroducts, rubber, plastics, chernicals, asbestos or metal products;, 

19 or similar activities. 

20 U) Exemptkins. The followirn2 uses and activities circ not consideryd hornc-bc1sed businesses: 

21 ta.) Day care homes (regulated pursuantto \J'J/.\C Chapter 110-300. 

22 (q)Jyoe I and II agritourism activities (see wee 20J30.972). 

23 i.:lJ General Standards, AH Tvpe !1 11, HI, and IV home based businesses shall be subject to the following 
24 requirernents, which shall be regarded as curnulatlve reprd!ess ofthe number of honH,>based 

25 
26 
27 

28 H)J The size and ,;calc of the operation sha!I be compatible with the character of the surroundim?, 

29 ru~Jphborhood, and any impacts may not exceed the intensity to those r4gneraicd bv other uses 

30 allowed in the rnne. 

31 Lc:l'--'-~~~~~~==~~--~ 
32 

33 

34 J~i) The horrnLb:,sed business mav be conducted within anv legal principal or acccssorv.,,cl'1\!Qlli11g\Jt:iit 

35 or structure, llorne based businesses may be conducted by residents of;, principal dwe!lim;__vni_t 

36 and/or an acccssorv dwelHnc uniL The oresence of one borne occuDation does not nrecludc a 

37 

38 

39 

40 _1;:gr;;ply with the off street parking requirements of WCC 20.150500, In adclition,J1z1r)<JrH; shall be 

41 provided for nonresident cnrnlovccs. Parking of vehicles associated with the hornc-bascd 

42 [}i,l'.;Jness is perrnittccl anywhere that parking is permitted on the lot. 

43 {f) The l101:n,::~b,1sed busi11_,2,_s, 3 _s_11_c1II be conducted sCJtll?11JQiS.Q,JtJ1:ncs ocfo1-, sinokc~1 dtLs:cLJiglJL 
44 ghit:,e,,ylf?r;iJi()(l, eleci1•ic1Urite1·fo1·ence, and othe1- similar irnp_9t:;J5.?i.<LlrQJ_cj0~t<=ctablc, by sensory 

45 pqrr:;c~_ptiqr1 ,1t or beyCJ1}c:J.tlw p1·ope1·tyJi11c, of the lot V\/bc~1:<;:tl1t, limne occupation is located. 

3 



Exhibit A - Proposed Amendments to Whatcom County Code Title 20 

PLN2014-00016 - Home-Based Businesses 
October 10, 2024 

2 

3 

JKLOn site sales in conncctionwith home b;:;scd businesses arc lirnitq_dJiuncrchandise li;:,mkrafted 

on-site or items accessory to a service (Le,, hair care products for a beauty salon), In no case 

shall bomE>bascd businesses consist only of on-site retail sales, Telephone, mail order catalog,_,r;,:: 

4 cornrncrcc, or other clcctrnnic cormncrcc sales are allowed if mcrch;:;ndisc is delivered (i.e., not 

5 picked up by the buyei- on site). 

6 _(J1J Cormnercial deliveries arvLvlckUE'.i to the dwel!inp unit 5_;_re limited tf~J?l}C per day Mondav 

7 through Friday. !\JQ __ cornrnercial deliveries or pickup_s_ anc_1i_r~r1nl1t(JQ on Saturday, Sunday or 

8 federal holidays, 

9 LU Home-based businesses ens_;iged in manufacturiiw shall be limited to the manufacture and 
10 assembly of finished products and shall not include the primary manufacture of petroleum 

11 products, rubber, plastics, chemicals, asbestos products, or primary metal industries, 

12 LlL The portion of the structurc(s)Jiou,_;itJg the home,based business shall cqmgJ_y with apµJlf.?J2ls: 
13 life/safety regulations, 

14 {I<) $ignage for home-based businesses shall comply with \J\ICC 20,80A70(/L 

15 (I) Seasonal employees workinp less than 21 cfavs per year will not bt: counted as employees if they_ 

16 are,t,~ng_c,iged in work directly related to agriculture or forestrv, 

17 L?J Jypc ! Homi:H3ased Businesses, In addition to the requirernents of subsection (4J,.Iype I home-

18 based businesses shall be subiect to the followingreciuiremcnts: 

19 ,La) ffo more than two people at any one time other than household members reskjjr_i_g on thg 

20 premises, shall be engiJ.ped in the businesse~~'' 
21 LQ.) Customers/clients ate prohibited on the premise,, prior to 7:00 a,m, and after 8:00 p,rn. unless 

22 an exception is specifica l!y granted by the Director, 

23 {<::}~Jvpe I home-based businesses shall not exceed ;i total of '.::,oo souar·e feet of building floor area in 

24 the El, UR, URM, & URM-X districts, 01 L2'AJ squ;;re foet_in the oihcr districts where allowed, 

25 whether lornted in the primar'{ dwelling, accessory structureJs), or combination thereof 

26 fcJ) The maximum narncplatc horsepower r.:itin(LQf the electrical motors ot any single piece of 

27 machinerv operating shall be S horsepower. The electrical service shail not exceed 200 arnos. 
28 fr,) One business related vechicle up to 18,000 pounds grpss vehicle wei3ht is allowed for use on site, 
29 H) There sha!! ~)e no outside display or stor,]p? of rnater,i2ls, merchandise, or equinrnent, 

30 (gL_s;;!Jt:nts are limited to one ,'1t any one time, n_ot to exceed5,:,U(:_flt,;_p(!r ,J;:1_y, 
31 Lb) The_nurnber of trips refatedtothe_bw,ineso. shall not cxu~ed 5 oerdav. 

32 .(!3J Ivne n Home-Based Businesses. In addition to the requiren,ents 01 subsection i:lLJvpe II horne-

33 ba'..ed businesses shall be subiccl to the followinn reouirerncnts: 

34 ,LaJ, The parcel size shall not be less than 1 acre, 

35 (11) No more than two oeoole at an\ onetir:r:;e,othcr than household mernbers residing911Jr1e 

36 premises, shall be elli!,9,2J?_Qj£~ the busine!,S._e.s., 

37 ,LcL.C:ustonv:rs./s:lii'.D.L:;;__(1f~_prohJbitcd on the prcmbcs prior t,JJ:00 ;un, and after 8:00 p.m. unless 

38 an exception is socciflcc1!1Yr,1antcd bv the Director. 

39(d) Tyne !I hrnnc,,hased businesses shall not exceed a total of 500 souarc feet 01 buiidink floor area 

40 in theEI, UR, URM, & URMX districts, or 1,'/SD :,quare feet in the other districts v11hcre allowed, 

41 vvhether located in the primary dwelli1w, ;icccssury structure(;;_), or combination thereof 

42 J,el, If materi,1l?._,lE(~J<~-~1{:'_5-t_orcd outdoors, ,1dcq~1_;}t~~Jandsca~ inr;, 5-Q:i:'_gf)iflR, or other screeninfi 

43 devices shallbe required so the rnatei'i,li 1NIH_not be visible from sunoundinguses or roads, 

44 (fl Two busincss-relat~~d vehicles up to J,8 1000 pound'., grqss vehicle weight arc a!lowecl for use on 

45 ~ite, 
46 {g) Ciicnts arc limited to one at anv one time, not. t,J (:xcecd 1.0 clients per d;w,_ 

47 _(11) The number of trins rcla!cd to the business slFdi not exn,ed 10 pLr,,d2y: 

4 



Exhibit A - Proposed Amendments to Whatcom County Code Title 20 

PLN2014-00016 - Home-Based Businesses 

October 10, 2024 

iZLivpc rn Hi:mw-Based Busim0sses. In ,Jddition to the requirements of subsection (4L_Tvpe Ill home 

2 based businesses shall be subiect to the followinp requirements: 

3 _(2) No more than four people at anv one time, other than household members residing o,n the 

4 premises. shall be engaged in the businesses. 

5 (I?) ... Customers/clients are prohibited on the premises prior to 7:00 a.m. and after 8:00 p.rn. unless 

6 an excch?J;jgn is soecificallv granted bv the Director. 

7 {_c~lll_home b;iscd businesses shall not exceed a total of 2,500 square feet of1:htl.lQLi:i.RJli;ior 
8 area vvhether located in the primary dwelling. accessory structure(sl, or combination thereof. 

9 [cjJ The pilrcel size shall not be less than 5 acres. 

10 kl If materials arc to be stored outdoors, iltfoquate landscapin~, screening, or other screening 

11 devices shall be required so the material will not be visible from surrounding uses or mads. 

12 ifL Three busi11css-rclc1tcd vehicles up to 18,000 rounds gross vehicle weight arc allowed and one 

13 vcii,j,cle in cxce~<;_ of Ul,000 pounds gross vchjcle weight is allowed for use on site. 

14 (g) Clients arc limited to one at any one time, not to exceed 20 clients per day, 

15 (h) The number of trios related to the business sha!i not exceed 20 per day. 

16 .C§.LI.vpe !V Home•Based Businesses for Event Facmties). Properties commerdallv used for hosting 

17 social events such as wedding receptions, seminars,.,.private parties, or similar activities are 

18 considered Tyne IV homc,bascd businesses. In addition to the requirements of subsection (4LIYP.~·'. 
19 .!YJ:lon,e Based Businesses shall be subiect to the following: 

20 {9) The parcel size shall not be lbs than 10 acres, though said "parcel" may be comprised of 

21 contiguous smaller p2rccls. These parcels must have common ownership, be leased, or be 

22 licensed to the applicant. However, if the total parcel{s) size drops so that a minimum of 10 

23 contiguous acres no longer exists then the permit issued for the Type IV Horne-Based Business 

24 .~J.1i1Jl_becorne null and voicl, 

25 LR.L The use shall be limtts:.c::L!Q,.~l, rnc1xirnum of 36 events per vear, 
26 {c:J .. /.\ rnaximurn of 300 1~uests per day shall b0 permitted for anv one event. The trip limits c1nd 

27 restriction on the nun,ber clients tg,,r:Jype I ··· rn home-based businesses shall not apg)y to this 

28 USC. 

29(d) ;\rnplifkd 1m1sic for evcnts shall complv with the Class t, Fesidential Source to Residential 

30 f.~~•:iyJ1~11;J:';:()pert" Standards of Wf,C 1/3-t!Q:Q.tl!J,Arr.mlified music is only I ermitted betwe,,~.r,1 
31 !JJgJlQ!J.G'.dJ..L9:00 1'\M and lQ~00 PM. Am~ lified music may b~,~ permitted oubide of these hours if 
32 requested, hovvever-; ,a noise study ~r~av be required, 

33 LE=) Events arc prohibi1cd before 9:00 /\Mand after ll:00 PM. 

34 i.:tL T]1e opcrntor shall be present during all Pvents. 

35 {g}J)c1tkir1g?b,1l!_generally conform to the requirements of WCC 20.80.500. Off-site· arkiw;n10y b1:~ 
36 permitterl if an off-site p0rki1w and shuttlf? 1)ian is t1l~Q1:QY§'.<L 

37 {hl Mi11ir!llLrt1J2!1ffertrig sh:ill be rcouired d.s_JJ-2t~}h!i:iJ1.,:Q_i,r1._W,CC2_Qj30.345dl!:\)Vided tint minirnurn 

38 s,lfig aqd rear van:l t}L1jfgrs ;31c at lea.st ';)O feet. f:xi~.;tti1Kyf:getation may be used as b_t,1Jfers. fluffcr 

39 widHb can be decreased frorn SO feet if the objectives of thb section can be accomplished 

40 UEQ\!Fh 2ddition2I vegetative screening, 

41 (i) If ,iccess to the event facility is from ;:i orivate, shared driveway/road, the ariplicant shall submit 

42 ktJo::r~j~r:<>.m.aIL owners inJrrtcrest stating that they approve of the use of the rnad for this 

43 flU £POSC. 

44 (i) .A. narkini.t.a.nd traffic control Jian shall be submitted for appr.911c1J, 

45 .(lLl:';hl{)licrnts sh;;ill submit pliJib ;J5c:5cribin;; how c1dcuuatc sanitation and potab!c Vvdtcr facHijiq'.iY~m 
46 hqprnvidet.L 

5 
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Exhibit A - Proposed Amendments to Whatcom County Code Title 20 
PLN2014-00016 - Home-Based Businesses 

20.80.980 Cottage industry 
Cottage industry uses shall be subject to all the following criteria+ 

October 10, 2024 

{-it +l-,e-si-;,;2a+td,,ss-a+fi-oHh,e-0p0ftrt-+on--+&-+n•-Keepi-Rg-W+tl+tl:i{_.Lr.rt+ff-01+RffiRg-ttffiu-an4-0f+,,site-iffif}aEt-5 

are-c:--0n1parable-in--int011s+ty-:to-th-es-e-geneftlted-b1,'-HSe5"'allowed 1+1-the zone_, 
{2}-····llui-lding-size,.Jot--coverage-and-nurnber-of-emp-!oyees-shal!--be---Eo11-s-istent--with--the-stan0ia-rds-of 

ea-c-t+-4i-st+is-h­

{,3-}-+1-,e-use-of-the-di,Ne,J,J-ing-L+nf!:--8-f-ac-c--esss,pfst-rLHot-ure-for---tl+e-GOttage-i-n-El-ustr-y-s+1al+-be-c!eafly 
inci4enta1and subordin-ate--to its-usefor-residential--purposesancl-thep++rpose-0f-th0applicable­
z0n-ing-4i-stfiEt-c 

f4)-:rneresha+J.-be-n0+hange--in--t-he-0-uts-ide-appear-anEe-0f-the-bu1Wing-ot=-premise&inconsistent-with 
t!+eresidentialdHra-Eter-0f-the--dwe-fling-0H+se-of--the-sHH0l❖WJingzEH1ingdistrict,oth0r-than 

&ignage-c-0Hsiste-nt-w-ith-the-i'-0n+ngre,gulat-io~-tR-e-0vvlk"1-b+e-districh 
(G)-~\Joth1-fflc-shaH-be,,ge+ierated-b,y-sus-h-£-0tta-ge-1n-Elusti:y-Ir>r-gFeB:t-e+velurne-than woukt-n0rrnal+y-Be 

expe0tc0 dint-he-appl+cable-zoning-0istr-ictandap.propriate-f0H:he-r0ad-£lassiflcatio11-vvhich 

serv-es-the-pr-e-pe-rty,,, 
{G~ Any need-for--parkinggenerated-byt:./1e-cond-u€t-Of-st:1ch-Eott-age indHf,:tP1-sha!ln+eeHhe off­

sti:ee-tp-arking+equ-ire+11ents--as-spec-if+ed-in4+1is-ti-tle,Atleas-t--0+1e--additk,nal .. space-&h-aUbe 

j0H+vk:!+::d-for--eac-!:H0r011r-er.::tizl.ent-0H•-S·ite,,,,2n1-~e>f€·& 
{7)--Noequiprnent7 process,or-111ater.+a!ssha+!-be-used--i+1s1+ch-cottage-i1'td"c1st+y--w-l+i<'1HH'31+:s-noise1 

vi-bf-ation,g!ar-e,fun1es-,-oder~e-&triEalint-erfere+1Ee-elfthe-l0tinsufficient am0untsandot 
':ruch--s-h-ar-act-eri&t~an-d-El-urat-ion-as is Ii ke ly to f>e-i-nj-Hrieu&-er--c:-,cH:.1se-d0n,age-t:o--tH1-rna+1-11ea1t-h-,­
plantor-uni111al!ii'e,orpr-0pei:tvror---v+hith-utir-e01sonab!y-in:te+feres-with--eft:i0ym-Ecnt 0f lif.e-and 
property-, 

Hl-}--Sct1es-i-n-E-0nnectisn-vv-ith-thec1-Gt.iv-it-y-0r-e.,J+n:1ite-d-t&-1:rh,a.r-s-h-a-nd-is<,:,-111anu-f-aetur-e<l-o-r-fepai-re-c.l-on 
25 thepren+ise-s;--it-EM'i"hB-CEe&&<J("'f'tO--a-se+v+ee-fsHEh,,a&-hair-ca+e,,products-for-a-beaHty--sa!on-h· 

26 hltalogore--Eorn-rn-e-rc-e-s01es-01'·0t~1e+-pr-0d11£4s+e-lated--to-or-incidenta+tothe-pri111a-1:y-business:-
2 7 f9} --Gusto+:ne+s/4e++ts--dfe--pr-ohinited-O*thepr-err:l-isesf}f-ior-to7~:r.n1,,a-ntl-after80-0G-pA::i1-:-t+n-l0ss 

2 8 u-n-eKcei,-tion-is-specif.if:al!ygrG-,'1+ed-by-the-admi11istfator, 
29 {10+1:hf?f>O.rt-fOH····8•f-J,j+e-st-r-u0t+.1re-+1ousi111,}4:-hf::-·COttagE.Li-nd-ustry-s-ha!1-Eornp-lyv,ith---1ifeisafe-ty 
30 

31 -(.J-l}GH1tage--i11ch+str-i0s-sl+euld--b-e-lk++ited--to-tl1e--n1anH-faGtHFe-anda-ssernbly-of.-fi-n-isl1ed--produ-cts-tl1at: 

32 sl1ail--notinc!u-de-the-pi:011ar11~11afH:l.:fBcture-of-peti:ole-umprodl!EtS;-1:ubhe-r;-p!astic&;·•Ch-ern-ica-l&, 
3 3 ;¥.;+H,,stos-pH}BHEt&-er-pr-in1ary+ne-t0-l-+H-dustriesT"'SUEPrHSes-shaJ.~-be-sl+fficie+-1tlyenck>sed-i.-0 
3 4 111it igate 13-0te+,tial-imp-a-Ets, 

35 

36 

37 

38 

39 

40 

41 

42 

43 

@l_Typc I agritourism activities are those tl1<1t are: 

i. rHimcirily gutdoors; and, 

ii. h,1ve_nomore than: 

1. 500 square feet of building space used for the activity in the f~ural or Fural Forestry 

districts; or 

2. 2,000 square feet of building space used solely for the activity, or within a building of 

any size that has the dual use of other agricultural activity, in the ApricultLnc district. 

6 



Exhibit A - Proposed Amendments to Whatcom County Code Title 20 
PLN2014-00016 - Home-Based Businesses 

October 10, 2024 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

m 

iliLIYJJ_<:;J1£1gritourism activities are tho~e tb_9-t exceed the Type I thresholds. 

i. Activities such 2s farm festivals, barn parties, and c~tfJ:lpJr_ig may be considered Typ§IJ 
,agritourism activities only if limited to eight weekends per year; otherwise, theyj!J,<:l 

considered and regulated as a Type IV Home Based Business (see wee 20.80.970)_, 

Genera! Stamlards. All Tyrie I and II Agritourism Activities shall be subject to the followirn:;. 

requirements: 

7 

8 

_La) Adequate facilities shall be provided, if necessary, for pc:ii-king, traffic control, sanitation,_EQJ_able 

water, and public health and safety_, 

9 

10 

(b) If the activity .includes reta ii sales, only agricultu ra I or forestryproducts produced on the su biect 

property may be sold. 

11 

12 

13 

J.c) No traffic shall be generated by such cottage industry in greater volume than would normally be 

expected in the applicable zoning district and appropriate for the road classification which 

serves the property. 

14 

15 Chapter 20.97 DEFINITIONS 
16 

1 7 Got,t,a,ge-l+Hi!4&-SlPf 
18 "Cottage industry" means a small light industrial, commercial, or service operation, on a parcel 1,vhere 

19 the operator resides; frequently \Nith an art or craft orientation or related to information processing or 

20 t-e-the natural resources of the area. 

2 1 -~ie,1,11,e--OC€tl·~{BA-

22 "Home occupation" means a small scale occupation con~-n-a property, within a dwelling unit 

23 and/or permitted accessory structure, by the operator 1,vho resides on the property. 

24 ~gritourism Activities. 
25 Jn general, agritourism activities are any activities ccHried out on a farm or· ranch whose primary 

26 business Jctivity is agriculture or ranching and that allows n1embe1·s of the general public, for· 

27 recreational, entertJinment, or educational purposes, to view CH enioy rural activities including, but not 

28 limited to: self-harvest activities for consumers, farrninp;ranching; historic, cultural, and on-site 

29 ~dt;g:ational programs; recreatiQ_iJ_aJJ9_rrning_J:)_rQ[zr_il,lns;g!,1ided and self-gtJ,ided tours·_J,l<?,!1LQg zoos; corn 

30 mazes; harvest-your-own operations; hayrides; and horseback 1·idi11g. 

31 Home-Based Business. 

32 A home-based business is a commercial enterprise for V11l1ich the p1·incipc1I administrative and rnanag<?,U91 

33 activities take place within an individual's personal resid<:'nc:e. 1-lome--b<Jsed businesses nwst remain 

34 incidental to the residential use pursuant to the standards of WCC 20.80.970. 

35 

36 Rural business designation (Type Ill LAMIRD). 
37 "Rural business designation" means an area that has been designated in the Comprehensive Plan as a 

38 limited area of more intensive rural development (LAM I RD), which allows for the intensification of 

7 



Exhibit A - Proposed Amendments to Whatcom County Code Title 20 
PLN2014-00016 - Home-Based Businesses 

October 10, 2024 

development on lots containing isolated nonresidential uses or new development of isolated HA+d¼,e 

2 indust+ieshome-based busing25_5~2 and isolated small-scale businesses, as defined in Washington State 
3 law (ReW 36.70A.070(5)(d)(iii). 

4 Chapter 20.20 URBAN RESIDENTIAL (UR) DISTRICT 

5 20.20.100 Accessory uses. 

6 .101 H-em-e-e~t-t~ Type I ho me-b a s e d b u s i n e ss es p u rs u a n t to Wee 
7 20.80.970. 

8 

9 20.20.130 Administrative approval uses. 
10 

11 .133 Reserved,J:vpe II home-based businesses pursuant to wee 20.80.970. 

12 Chapter 20.22 URBAN RESIDENTIAL- MEDIUM DENSITY (URM) DISTRICT 

13 20.22.100 Accessory uses. 
14 

15 .101 Home occupations pursuant to wee 20.80.970. Type I home-based businesses pursuant to wee 
16 20.80.970. 

17 

18 20.22.130 Administrative approval uses. 
19 

20 ,J714Jvpe II home-based businesses riursuant to wee 20.80.9]Q, 

21 Chapter 20.24 URBAN RESIDENTIAL MIXED (UR-MX} DISTRICT 

22 20.24.100 Accessory uses. 
23 

24 .101 Home occup0t+o-ns-iH:-lf-Stlant to wee 20.80.970. Type I home-based businesses pursuant to wee 
25 20.80.970. 

26 

27 20.24.130 Administrative approval uses. 
28 
29 .,.1:t'i .. TYPt:U_home--baseg/:Jt1s,L11s:s,s,,~5ptJJ~1,c1t1(tg_yvcc 20.80.,~ZD,. 

30 Chapter 20.32 RESIDENTIAL RURAL (RR) DISTRICT 

31 20.32.100 Accessory uses. 
32 .101 Home occupations pursuant to wee 20.80.970. Type I home-based businesses pursuant to wee 
33 20.80.970. 

34 

8 
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20.32.130 Administrative approval uses. 
2 
3 .135 J}f,pe II home based businesses pursuant to wee 20.80.970. Cottage industries employing no more 

4 thrtR--tw&-pE½tj3-!e-0-fl-&ite,eth er than family m e-mB€-f&-f€-&+ffifl~~ide d, that in a-El-Elitioo-
5 to4-h€-E-f-ite-f.i.a...f-ou-nd in wee 22. os. 02 6 and 20 .8 o. 9 80: 

6 {-1+ ·+he--z-0+1.i-ng---admini&t+-a-t-0f,.-at•-hi&-e-f••h-er---Elis-c+et-ien,.-R1ay-rJ-a--0e--lin-1-itati-0ns--041 .. t.!1E)-,•S-q02+e--f-0ojiage-in 
7 afr•e+~ist~ng--0r-nev,'-st-ructuR:i....\-.1-'_,ed-f-o+--a-G&trag-e-i+,Ek+&t+y--and--€onstr-uc-t-ie1hs.f-tte1t1/-bu-ild-ing&4:o 
8 hBuse said aGtivityshal!not,-in-anyca£e, exceed-l;200s-quar-e-feetoftota!-f!oer-a-rea, The to-ta! 
9 Iand-~ed-fur-nu+!d-ing5~k:ie-ste-rage-er fhth-e++ts-e-s--r-e!ated-te-t~11:)-,,GeHage--i+1.dus-try 

1 0 s!1alJ..not--ex0ee-d-107000-s-qu-a-re--fuet--er--2.§-pef0ent-of-th-e-sit:e,1-vv11-ichever is-less,-
11 {-l)····+he--p0rcel-s-iz,eshaH-ne-t-be-less-t-!1-an-•one--aHe;-•provided,-t-!1at--asr:na!le1:.parce-l-••Fnaybe-approved 
12 by.cthc0--l+e-ar,.ing--e-x0FP,~P..eHJy--00n4t-iBnal--us-e,• 
13 {-3-}---J.-n--t,liEH0ve11t--m-ate;:i-als-w+H-be-st-ored-EH+t-door-s,-t-he-ieefl+ng-a-€lfH-inistrat-or-shalJ-.;:equi-Fl,.,-adeq-u-ate 
14 Ia-Rdscap-ing,sHeeni-ng,-or-other-device-s-in-o;:de;:--that-the+11ater-l-al-w~llnot--•be-visible-by 
15 &UffOUHd-i-ng-u..c..,.es-BHBi}GS, 
16 {4)---G-ne-n,:>ni-Hu-rn-ina:ted-sign7-11otto-ex:Eeed-eigh:t-squ-are-feet-i+1-s-ice,--R10unted-011the-pr:-operty;-is 
1 7 f1ern1itted,--A-largersig-n--up-to-3-1-squar-e-fe-eJ;-+Ray-ne-0pproved-by-t-hef1-e0ri11g--examiner-as-a 
18 c-ontl-i-tiBHG+·HS-ff, 
19 (-5}---Seasonal--e111ple-yees..;,ve-rk-ing1ess-than--2-J:...-e-0ys-J}E-:r-year-\Millnet-be-E-ou1:ited-as-·emp.J.oyeesif-they 
2 O are--engaged-in-werk-dife+Hy-r-e-!ati...>d--teagricult-ure-of-fufest-ry, 

21 

22 

23 

24 

Chapter 20.34 RURAL RESIDENTIAL-ISLAND (RR-I) DISTRICT 

25 20.34.100 Accessory uses. 
26 .101 Home occupations pursuant to \1\/CC 20.80.970. Type I home-based businesses pursuant to wee 
27 20.80.970. 

28 

29 20.34.130 Administrative approval uses. 
30 

31 .134 Type II home-based businesses pursuant to wee 20.80.970.Cottage industries employing no more 
32 than two people on site, other than family members residing on the premises; provided, that in addition 
3 3 t-e-the-€-Fiter+a-fo-u-nd--in WCG 2 2. 0§. 02 6-an~,-80.,.9&0+ 
34 

35 

36 

37 

38 

39 

40 

41 

42 

43 
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{4)--Gne+,0nillurnin.at0d-sig•n,••HOt-t0••GKce.ed•-eight•··SEJHafe-•feet•in••··S·iZ0,m0t1nte•d-on-tJ1.e-proper.ty,-,is 
2 p0rmitted,-l\l•aFgef-sign-upt03-2-squaH'Teet..f11ay-beappr0ved-by-the-hearingexarn-in0r-asa 
3 (-OOOitiona,LJcVJ0a 
4 {,5.-}--S0as0+1aJ-eJrtlf}/-OVees-wor-ki11g-!0SS-t-han-2:ldays-perye.arv,1il!-not--be-£ounted--as-e-11',p!0ye0s-+F--t~,ey 
5 ar0-0ngcig0d--in->No+!0-c.lire.f,t+rrelated-toagric+1•lture••O·r•f0r0st·rv-, 

6 

7 20.34.170 Limited use near shoreline. 
8 .171 On the shore side of West Shore Drive and Nugent Road to the McLean Avenue right-of-way, along 
9 Seacrest Drive and Island Drive south to the forestry plan designation, and along Legoe Bay Road from 

10 Village Point to the northwest corner of Peterson's Addition to Bellingham Bay Cities, uses are limited as 
11 follows: 
12 (1) No residential or commercial structures may be constructed on any area of a parcel where the 
13 distance between the ordinary high:water mark and the county road right-of-way is less than 
14 100 feet. 
15 (2) On any area of a parcel where the distance between the ordinary high::-water mark and the 
16 county road right-of-way is 100 feet or greater, residential uses are limited to single-family 
17 structures and any accessory uses that are clearly single-family residential in character and 
18 commercial uses are limited to home-based businesses-0t'€1:+pat-to+l5, except along Legoe Bay 
19 Road from County Road 656 to and including Village Point where commercial and industrial uses 
20 other than home-based businessesoH!dfh33,-ions are allowed by condition. 

21 Chapter 20.35 ELIZA ISLAND (El) DISTRICT 

22 20.35.100 Accessory uses. 
23 .101 IYQ~JJ:i.ome-based businesses, occupations pursuant to WCC 20.80.970. 
24 

25 20.35.130 Administrative approval uses. 
26 

27 .132 IYJ)J:ULb..cm1e-based business~:?JJ.lJ.£SU£1JJ1 to VI/CC 20.80.97(LCottage industries employing no more 
28 t-Rilll two people on site, other than family mem-be+s-resi-dmg-on the premises; provided, that in adEl+t-ioH 
29 to the criteria found in WCC 22.05.026 anEI 20.80.980+ 

30 

31 

32 

33 
34 

35 

36 

37 

38 

39 

40 
41 

42 

10 
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2 

3 

4 20.36.100 Accessory uses. 

Chapter 20.36 RURAL (R) DISTRICT 

5 .101 Home occupations pursuant to wee 20.80.970._Iype I home-based businesses pursuant to wee 
6 20.80.970. 

7 

8 .015 (1) The usual wholesale marketing activities associated with the agricultur.~al, aquaculturga,t, 

9 forestry, and mineral resource uses permitted in this district. 

10 UJJjJJ_eJ_;'l,_gritourism activities pursuant to wee 20.80.972. 

11 -(-2-}-R-e-ta-il-H-hlr-k-e+i+1g,-by-:t-h-e-Bp{ch:Jte-r,ef-\ALhatc--0n:1-..f.:Oum'y<-p~t-s--wn-i€-l+--e+ig-iHate--f:r-on+-t-4€-

12 -pe-rmitted-uses-stBted-in---W!,,;G-2Q,3-6s05-2--a-nd--20'"'16-,9.S§-pr-ovi4~ 

13 {-l}····•Gnlv-on{!--"tYtaH-d--conta-in-ingnot-+n-orB-t-ha-n..§.f,).Q ... 5q-ua-re-fee-t-of:-fle-orar-eas-haf!---be--pern1itted;. 

14 f2-t···•-S.uch..s..,t.a+1-d-s.liB-fl--be--s-ubj-ea-t0-th-e-&e-t00Fk-r-eq-ui+0n+e-nts---eJ:-lA1g;;..;!4g.0'"2-0oj--t:1-n4 

15 {3-}--5u€hsta-nds-h01l-bB-p-rovided.wit11-a---s-u#k--ierl-t-Bf-ea-t--0-permit-a-t-l-ea-st4iv-e-autornobil-es-to 

16 parksafely-o.ff..th-e--road--right---0-f-way-and-to-ft'--t!Hte+--t·M·•traffic-in-aforvJ-a-rd--+notion, 

17 20.36.130 Administrative approval uses. 
18 

19 .133 Re-p-c:afe£f-+3-y-0-J,cf, .. ;H].:,_L!j.{)._U£.: Type_lJ_Agritourism activities pursuant to wee 20.80.972. 

20 
21 .135 Type II home-based businesses pursuant to wee 20.80.970 . .fettage industries employing no more 

22 than two on site people other than family members residing on the premises; provided, that in addition 

23 to the criteria found-in wee 22.05.026 and~ 

24 {-l) ... :J:he--ze-n+ng-ad+ni-ni-st+-at-o-r7 at•his-e,0-lte-1°•dis-0ret+o-n,--rna-y-pla-ce-Hn:1-itat-i-ons--0+i-thesqt1are---:footage---jn 
2 5 an-"0xl&t,i+1f\-{Jfwf)B\!~~st+H-&t+¾-F<~~H&ed0-f 0-r:'7.:r-E<• tt age--4Hfli+&t+y-a+t-d-t&R&i+uCBOfl-Bfvf} e-tv-&u,}tf~wi,gs-+.G 

26 hGus-e-said-ac-t,i-v-it1t--sha1!---no-t,---iH••anv••€ase,.-10x<02-ed--2,-5fJQ.squ-a1°e-feet-0f-total,f.!00-r--arf'-i:l,·•The---tHtal 

27 lan4-2rea,used---for--hu~-ld-i-ngs---and-0-trtside--sto-h1g{-:·Of·Other-use-s--rf!lated-to-t-h-e-cottage-i11dustry 
28 
29 
30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

36 

37 

38 

39 20.36.150 Conditional uses. 
40 
41 .161J Type Ill home-based businesses pursuant to wee 20.80.970.eottage industries employing no 

4 2 -rnor-f!-tha-R--f-0+1-f-f,e-e-p\.e-on-sit-e,-ot-h-ef-tht1-n-4a-rniJ.y.rn-eft1-B-e-rs--resitling o n th e p r-em-ises;-c-0n-dt1c-t-e-d--i-n-a-

11 
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structure(s) other than the dwelling unit; provided, that in addition to the criteri-a-futm<l--i+t-WGG 

-2-b-05.026 and 20.80.980: 2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

~10 :i:ne--i,e2cr:inffex-aminer,-at-+iis-tlis-Hetion,ffli"r'fvlac-e--tirnitations--e-n-th0-s-q-lt¥-e-f00t,,ge-Hs-ed-i+t"'2rt 
ex-isting-0r..ffev+-&tfH£-ture--H{;etl-f-Oi:--a--0ott-age-.. indHstPf0HEt-EBHstru-0tion .. of--new-buildings to h0Hse­
s-aid--activity-sha-!l..ffotrin--an-y--0aserexeeed2,500--squarefo-e4:--o.f-tota1-fl 00F-•are£1·,•ll1e-total-!-and 
;:1+ea-H&{"ti--f..e-F--O-ui-ld+ngs-,1n-d-0utsid-e--st-Bfage-0f-t-¾5-es-+e,late-d-to-t,l:ie-c-ottag-l"-indbcs-tP1LS-h-all--not 
e-J-H,eed--ene--a-H-e-(>r--2.§-f}e!'Eent--0.f:-t!w--site;w./+kJ1ever-is--le-s-s-.-

(2Hn-the even1' 11>,atHrialswiH he-s-tored--oHtdoBrs-,-tl,e-hearingexarnine-rsha1lrequireadGquate 
landscaping7s-HGC n in g or ot her-dev+c--e-s-i11-orde-r-t-l=iaHh-e+n-aterial--wHlnet---be--vi si-b-1+'-by 
s-urr0unding--uses--Brr-0ads-c-10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

{3-) -G-11{'--n0nrl+un1inated-fre-e-stantling--sig-n7-visib+e-.fH)rnt1+e--ro-ac!-,--and---not--exnc,-edi-ng-six--f:eet-i1:i­
h-eightT;:n-ay-be-pe!'Fnitt:etl-,•G-n-e--additi0na+-Pc8+1+Uum;.+1-atetl--s-igP,n1a-y--be--at-ta-0h-ezl...to-+he+.:lb'+,l..c!-i-ng 

f0r-0--rnax-i+11um--t-0-tal--s-ig-n-age,--of--l6--s-quar-e--feet,--N&•f)e-R:+OH-B:f:..,,1ny-s-ig-n--&ha1-l+x-tend-ab0v0-t-!1-e 
lovJest-p0rtion-of..the+0of.s-

{4)•--i-n--tl>.e--R-.'.J.-OA-zon-er\Mfl-er-e--the--cot-tage,..jndus-t-1:y-+11v:0./ves--pro4u-st-io++-cH'-f)FOC-es-s-i+,g--e.f•.fores-tr.y--or 
agr-i8:t+tura!r-e-lated--product5--B-fl-f3affe1s--la+-g-er--th-a-n--1-0--aH-e5rth-e-+11-a¾-irt1HH1-nuH1ber-0f 
en1pjoye-es-0utside..the--f-amiJy--may--be--incH?-a-sed--at--t-lle+at-e--0.f-0neatlditi-enaiemp!0ye0f..e+each 
a-d+l-i:i:-i0-na+-±0--acres--to-•a--1z1-axi111-u~-e-ffif)l0y-e-es--e-u-ts-ide--t-h-e-fan1ily""+n•t-hf"'-eve-nt--thatthe 
pr0perty-is+educe-d-i-n--s+Z:e--bel-ew---the--acr-eag-e--u-s-ed-t-o-qual+f,1-f-0r-additi0nal-e1Y1-ployees---u11der 

th-is--secti-0n,-the--n-urnber--0.f:-enrplcvy-ees--&haH-be--pr0J30+:P..enate-lyr-edu-c-ed,. 

23 

24 

(.§-}( 1) &e-aso+1-al-e-n1f3+0V€85-W0fk.ing---1£s-.,s-th-a+l--2-1-d-avs---f>e-r ye a r w iU-not--b-e-c-eunted--as 
ernp1-eyees--if--theyar-e--eng-aged-iH~dir-ec4-Pi'-r-elat-ed--te---ag;:i-culture-or-foH,&try, 

.161.2 Type IV home-based businesses pursuantto wee 20.80.970. 

25 .175 +ndO{}r--a-11-0--outdoor;--+_l)ve commercial entertainment, either indoors or outdoors,7 provided, that: 

26 illJJ1_e use complies with WCC Chapter 5.40 (Outdoor Musical Entertainmen_t1-Amusements a1J5c1 

27 ,L\ssembliesl. 

28 f±-HIL __ The use is located within a Rural 10 Acre (R10A) District, and upon at least a 10-acre 

29 parcel. 

30 {2HlL_ ...... Jhe use requires a rural setting to be compatible with its entertainment theme. 

31 B+i±L ____ Maximum attendance is limited to 1,000 persons per day. 

32 f4t(5} Accessory food service and gift shop activity is limited to five hours per day, liquor 

33 service is prohibited. 

34 f§-}.(fil ___ The use shall not exceed maximum environmental noise levels established by state law 

35 (Chapter 173-60 WAC). 

36 {6-Hll __ The use will not generate primary traffic flows on local access roads where adjacent 

37 residential density exceeds one unit per five acres. 

38 {4ffiL__Minimum buffering shall be required as established in WCC 20.80.345; provided, that 

39 minimum side and rear yard buffers are at least 50 feet. 

40 {8-}fil__Limited hours and seasons of operation are established. 

41 {-9+(10) One on-premises freestanding sign is permitted only, not to exceed 10 feet in height and 

42 24 square feet in surface area per face, and not exceeding two faces per sign. 

43 {10-)(11) Off-street parking is provided for, consistent with WCC 5.40.040; overnight RV parking 

44 and/or camping is prohibited. 

45 

12 
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Chapter 20.37 POINT ROBERTS TRANSITIONAL ZONE (TZ) DISTRICT 

2 20.37.100 Accessory uses. 
3 .101 Home-Bbased .gbusinesses,-oc-cuf30tions. pursuant to wee 20.80.970. 

4 20.37 .130 Administrative approval uses. 
5 

6 .134 Iype II Mhome-bBased b.gusinesses pursuant to wee 20.SD..:~ZQ., 

7 20.37.150 Conditional uses. 

8 

9 .157 J_ype Ill Mhome-Bbased Bbusinesses, pursuant to wee 20.80.970. Gottage-i+HJu&tF+e&-eFH~oyingno 

10 n1or&than-two--peo-pl-e-outs,ide-the--•farn-Hy1---provided,+l1at--inae-ditiont-o-t-l+c,.,-conditio-nal-u-s0--e-r-iteria-found 
11 {H...lAfGG.+2""'Q§-!c};2.(j..; 

12 f-1H-l~eaf-ing-ex-affiineF,ttt-his-or-heF-dis-&reV,ott1 rnay-plac-e-lirnitatrons-on-t-lo,e-s-quare--f.eotage-used 
13 -in-a,n..,e-x-isting..or---nev,,Ls,truGtu-r-e-{+sed-foH,-€0-tt-age--ind+tstry-and-eonstruc,t+<"n--of110w .. bu-ildings--to 
14 hob'-S-0-&3.W..a-c-th,'+ty .. s-ha+!--n-ot, in-a1+y-0aso,--ex-cee-d.:J:,.2,§{l.-s(tuare-fe0t--of-t-otal..:floo1~-arezL-
l 5 {-21-WheFO--condH-&ted--ifr-a--st-ruc+uro-fs-}-other-th-a+1-tho-residonee,--there-is-a--pa-t-torn--of-legally 

16 os-tab+ished-existing-bu&inesses--ifr-s-tru&t-ures-out-side--s+-FB-&i•dences---i-n-the-i1i:1rne-d+ate-vic-rnity-of 

1 7 t h e p r o po so-d--cot-tage--iHEl-H-s-t+yc-
1 8 f-3-)-The-f}ctf-Ee-l-&ize--s-ha.W-ncrt--be--!-ess-tha-n-w-h-at-.. if.;--requrfed .. ov-·•lhe---zone--distfi-c--t--density-f.eHwo 
19 fesidences-, 
2 O {4}--tn-ttlf--eve-nt--R-10teriaks-vlH~--stered--(J.Ht-doe+s,--tl+e--l+&"1Fi+1g-e-x-a+niner---n1-ay-ro(tU-i+e..:adequ-ato 
21 l-a11-dSGa-p+n-g,--sHeeni+1g--er-otl:i-er .. dev-i-Ee-s-in--erdc:F--thatA:he-+n·ater-i-al-•-V✓•ill--not--be-visible-by 
22 surrounding .. u-s-e&"tlFfoad-s,. 
23 {-§-), -G-nenon .. , .. H1u-n1in0vce-sign,--not--t-o-e-xcee+t .. fo-l-1-rsq+1-aH?-:f•e•etiri--siz.L"',-FH(H+nted-on--t-l1e-f}fOf)eftV,is 
24 permi-Hed, 

25 Chapter 20.40 AGRICULTURAL (AG) DISTRICT 

26 20.40.100 Accessory uses. 
27 

28 .102 (1) Wholesale marketing activities provided the activity is accessory to the provisions of wee 
29 20.40.051. 
30 (2) TypelAgritourisrn activities pursuant to wee 20.80.972. 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

36 

37 

38 

39 

p•e-r-rn-i-tte-d···US-es---st-ated---}-n--•\/JJG.C···20-:-40-;-Q.5-0---p-ro-\t?de-d .;. 

{a}---C)nly--on-e-rotail---s-ales.--facil-it-y-0e-nta-i11ingnot---rnore---tl1an---1c,OOO---s-qu,0H'••fee-t--0f. .. flocH'•-area---s-haH 
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Exhibit A - Proposed Amendments to Whatcom County Code Title 20 
PLN2014-00016 - Home-Based Businesses 

October 10, 2024 

.110 ~€8:+f}a-fiB-RS-f,t!+&Ha+it-to-WGC 20.80.970. Type I home-based businesses pursuant to wee 

2 20.80.970. 

3 

4 20.40.130 Administrative approval uses. 
5 

6 .135 Type II home-based businesses pursuant to wee 20.80.970.Cottage industries employing no me-f€-

7 than two people on site, other th-a-R-fumi-1-y-+ne+n.J:,e.r-s-f-es-ieffl-g-e+l-t-he-premises; provided, that in ada+ti-e-n-

8 to the criteria found in wee 22.05.026 and 20.80.980: 
9 01-}Tl+e-lcon-inga d+v,in-istrato1\at-his--orher-discH,,tion,mav-7B1ace--lirnitations-e-R-t11€--squa-Fe..foot-a ge---i n 

1 0 anexisting-or-new---str,Ktureuse-d--fo-r-acottageindustry-and-co-nstH1ction--o.f.-.newhui-ldiHgs-to 

11 oouse s-atd---a-c-t-ivity-sh-all--n-ot,--in--any-c-ase,-ex0eed-2,-5GO-s-qtKl-f-£-k,et--of:,tota I fl o o r aFC;:h-+he-tota-1 
12 fa-nd---a-r-e-a-used--for--buil-d-i-ngs--and-0+1-tside---stor-age--o-F,{)the-r--uses---r-0fat-e-d-t0the-c0ttage--i+1-dustry 
13 shall-11ot-e-xceed1:0,.QO.Q--squ-are--.feet--or-2-5--pe-rcent--of.the-r;.itervJ-hicheve-r-is--.Jess-, 

14 {-2-}-T-hep-a-fC-E:.4-si,oe-,;-h-al-l-n-ot-tH:•..fess-th-a-R-one--aGfeC' 
15 fl)--•.Jn-the-eve-n-t-1:nate+ia-ls--wili--bestered-outdo-o-r-&,th-e-zoning-ad+ninistra-tcer-shaH--requireadequate-
l 6 Jandscap-in-g;-scree+~ing,-orotherd-evices-i-11-0rde-rthat-t..fl-e-rn-at-e8"a.J-will-.n-ot-bevisible-by 

17 s-u+r-oundi-ng-uses--oH&ad5"" 
18 f4• ----GnenoniHun:iinated--sign7 notto-exc-eed..:J:.&-squa+e-f:eet-i-n-&lz.e,-mounte-~-the-property,--is-
l 9 pe-rmitted.-A--larger-sign-upto-s-::1"'5qua-P2---feet--n1-ay-be--B13-pr-oved-by-the--hear-ingexaminer-asa 
20 ce+1diti-en-al-L+se, 
21 {-5}--Season-alernp!oyees--1,vork,,ngless+h.;,:m--2-1-days-pe-r-yea-r-wHl-not-be-co-unted--as-e-rnpleyees--if.they 

22 are-engaged---in-v1or-k-£+ire0tly+e~ated--t-0-c1,gr-ic-ultufe-o+-forestry., 

23 .136 Ref)eoled-by-Grff--2.f)..1.J3--Q:J6, TyQe_ll_Agritourisrn activities pursuant to wee 20.80.972. 

24 

25 20.40.150 Conditional uses. 
26 

27 .155_4 IYJ.lf Ill home-based b\1.?J .. r:1_Q_S§_Q?. .. oursuant to wee 20.80.92,Q,A cottage industry employing no 

28 more than four persens on site, oth-e+4-h-a-n..faffii.1y-n:te-rn-b-e-rs-!'-esiding on the premises, and wh+E-h-fnay-1:,e 

29 conducted in structures-other than the dv,relling unit; provided, that in addition to the criteria set forth 

30 in vvee 22.05.026 and 20.80.980, the hearing e)(aminer shall find that the cottage industry satisfies the 

31 Hit-e+i-a--of-WGC~b,-1-61-(-1-}threug-!++s}. 

32 .155.2Jype IV home bclsed businesses pursuant to wee 20.80.970. 

33 

34 

35 

Chapter 20.42 RURAL FORESTRY (RF) DISTRICT 

36 20.42.100 Accessory uses. 
37 

38 .103 (1) The usual wholesale marketing activities associated with the agriculturgal, aquacultur_(~al, 

39 forestry, and mineral resource uses permitted in this district. 

40(2LTvpe 1/\gritourismactivitiespursuant toWCe 20.80.972. 

14 



Exhibit A - Proposed Amendments to Whatcom County Code Title 20 
PLN2014-00016 - Home-Based Businesses 

October 10, 2024 

{2},--Retai!.n1a+keting,-by-the•eper-at0r,--E,fWhat-0om-C0unt,f preducts••Whicheriginate.fron1 th-c, 

2 pern+~tted···ltsesstcated··iHWCC•20,42,050i··PFG'✓ided, 

3 a,- ····GfWf-0ne--<_:;taoo-contcaining-n0t+nor-e-t-llafl--500-square-.feet•-ef-.fl o&h3•F02--sha~!-be 

4 f:)€HTl+ttCB-; 

5 b,--.SuchstandshaHbe subject to the setback+equirements ofWCC20At0,200; and 

6 c,- •······&Hch st-andst:,,aU be-pr-0videtl-w-ith--a-s-u-ffi0ient0rea4H-f),"'f-t11rr--a-t-+east-hveaut-0HH)bi,.le-s--t0 

7 p,a1:v,safety-0ffthe-FOt1d-+ight-0f--\va11--an-0-to-re--entce+-tJ're+rafffc-i-n -a•,fOFINarddi f01-0t~011, 

8 

9 .105 Home occ-t!fli)tions pursuant to wee 20.80.9+0. Type I home-based businesses pursuant to wee 
10 20.80.970. 

11 

12 20.42.130 Administrative approval uses. 
13 

14 .133 Repealedby-Ord,201:5-01€,-Type.JI Agritourism activities pLmuant to wee 20.80.972. 

15 

16 .135 Type II home based businesses pursuant to wee 20.80.970.Cottage industries employing no more 
17 than two people on site, other than family members residing on the p-i:e-mi~f}ffi\fided, that ir+-adM.fB.n 
18 to the criteria found in wee 22.05.026 and 20.80.980: 
1 9 {lr-The-Z{)Hing-•adFninistratorrat,h+&·Sf-fl.ef-~tiOH7+:Prayµ+,a1oe-limitat~on&-0n+hesquare-f00tage in 
20 arr-existi·Prg-o,H1ew-stPdcture--us-ed••fer-a··-E0ttag.e-1nd+.1st+y-an{:¾'·H)flStructi0n•0f.rr.ew-0uilding&••to 
21 hm1se--<sakl-actwfty-s+i-al l-n-0t,-in-a+Py<-c-ase,-e-JK-eed-2·,5-0Gsq-uar.e•.fe0~t-of.t0ta-!fl00t-area-,•-The•t0ta l 
2 2 ki+,d-a+'2t14:¾&efJ .. f.o.i:,l>i:HlBingcraf'tG--out5-'rd-(LS•tGmge--or--0-t./-1eH+S€Sfek1ted-.1'.s-the+0ttag eiH du-c.rtP," 

23 sha!ln0tex0&ft£1-±0,000sqt+aH.,..f.eet--or-25i-,,:,re2-+1tof-the-&ite,.wh•iehever-is-less, 
24 {:t-) .. 1:},1e-par-000siz.e-&l•1-aH•net-,\J.e•••!ess,thaH•·Ht•1e--ac+e-, 
25 {3-} ~Jn.theevent+na-terk1h-vviH-bestored~BHtdo0rs,:t-!1ez{)n-ing-adn1i11•i&trators·ha!l+e-q•tii•reade·quat·e 
26 iandsh1['.'>ing,.sc+eeningrB·F,et,hs:1+•d€¾1l€H&·•jn ... 9-rder,,th::1t.then+a•te+ia!••VJil!••·HOt·•be ... v.isibkL .. by 
27 

28 
29 

30 

3 I 
32 

34 

35 

36 

37 

38 orpJy,Nood+nWs,•c0nduc-tedin•struetur-e-(s}-other+h,1nthedv;ei1ingufrit1·providcd,.that:• 
39 

40 
41 

42 

43 

15 
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{2}-Theµ-arcel-+nust--acces&-fronh,-•coHector--0rter-ia!or-higher:-standar<l-&t:r.eet--{t-his-c0Hld-iH£+ude 
2 shared--a-ECess), 
3 f3-} N!-in-i+-HHFnf}~--'siz-e-i&-0-n-e-0cr-e-, M-in-inH,Hn-lot--s-k-e--isf-iv-e--acrer..rfe.r:..huikl+Hgs--\Mhich .. '-X-CeerJ--2,SDG 
4 5fl+!a+e..fee:t:...ef-t:.et-a-l-.floo-r-ar-ea---andjor--are-consta1-Eted-of.-+n0te-f-i-a!s-1N-hich-are-+t&Hlf-s-imil-ar 
5 n1at-erials-0r-s0a+e--t0--a-s+nglt:'-"farnily+esiden0e~ 
6 {jPr-~4-iH-irHHrn-0f)-0Fl-5f}xc1-Ce-r-£'<lH-iH.1+ne-n:t-is40fe-r-0e+1h-·A6'0-q•ua-t-e--buf.feFin{,YS-fe{}u-ir~r-bot+H45H•a+ 
7 sH-ee-n+ng-and-+1ois-e--redl-:l-cti-0n--and-rnus:t--co+nµfy--wit-h--\1J-G-G..,,?0'2G,..34~+h-e--ad+ninist-rat0r:-m-ay 
8 m0dify-.:the+equiredbufferwidths7 eithe-Heducti0nore-n!arge+nent,-0+1--a-s+te-specific-~A 
9 f.i-nid+n-g--r-egard-i.ng:t-ne-rat-ionale.f:.e-r--s-uc-h+Tt0d+fication-wiJl...be-enter-ed-i-nt0-the--r-eco+d,..&ite 

1 0 deve-lO-f}Hlent-sh0uld-maintain-t-h-e-ex+st-ingnatur-0+-veg-etationto-theg+eat-est-e¾:te-nt-pessihle-, 
11 {S)--Al!ANorkis-c:.endt1-cted--within-a-buikling,-e,tC-ept1~1at--uses-w~1i1?h·••a+ecemp!e+1-ientaFy.ct-0---the--Ru+al 
12 -F0re-stPf&ist-r+ct-a-R-d--wJ.1ich--aH"•d-etei:rn-ined--te-be.J,:,,aHn0nkH:ts..i,Ni-th-adjac--e+1-t--pu"+:ce-.ls--n1ay-he 
13 al~wed-ou-t:deor-s-, 
14 {6-} ···1n-t-he--event-n10te+ia-ls-wi!l-besto+edel-:l-tde0rs,-thea-d-rninistrat0Hna'y'+equir-eadequate 
15 1ands~-ing.-o+--Oth-er:d-evic-es--in-oH1e+tl1a14!:v2-n,at:e1:.i0!-w-hlJ..net...be-v-ts-ihle-D1f 
16 sHFr01:1nding-use-s-e+-r-e-ads-, 
17 F)--F:.e+-parc-e!s-visihl-e-:frorn-a--st-ate-&cenic-J-iighw-a,f;-1'he-admi-nistrater--s-hal17 at-hl-s-di-scr-et+en-,--requ-i+e 
18 ad-a-it-ior.al-rn-easure-&-GHe-si+i-ct-ions-to-prBte-ct:...s{.;e.niz:,.,,,jstas-, 
1 9 {-8}---TI:ie-0-perat-ie-r1-e:f-the-bus-ine-ss-fTH,tst-cenwlv-•vAth-c..;:3unt-v/state-neise,ai+--qua-l-ity-r1-nd-a!l-othe-r-
2 o app!ic-ab!e--t:egu-!au0+1s-, 
2 1 {9-} +he+e--i~-i-ng-0-1:-h-azardeus-i-ndHstr+aJ..d+scharge-t-0-r,-pu-bl+0-sewer:or s e pt i c s yG t-ePrh-
2 2 {-1-0}Gne-noni+lum-inat-ed..fr-ee-stand+ng-&ign;Visib+e4+omthe--ro,HJT"''nd-net-e¾ceedingsi¾-feet-i-n 
23 he-ight,-r1tay-be--pern1itt-edc-Gne-addrt+enal-Ho1°,I!-h,w..-Hni1ted--s-ig+H+K1ybe-attached-tethe-hu+lding 
2 4 for:a-+na¾i-mum-t0ta-l-&ignage-0.f-±-6--squ:,t-F,?-1:.e£'-t'-:--No-po11:{eH-0:f--a-fVf sif:,u,1 s-h-a!1--£>x:t-,-2n<l--a-b0ve---th e 

25 1ewe&t-perue+:i---of4:-he-ree:fs 
26 {l-J..-}Not+ner-ethan-W-+1-onfamiJy-tnernbe-rsnot-s,?sidin-gonthe--pre-rr1-ises--canbe-e+np!oye-d-on--s-ite~ 
27 {-1l-;).\J.1--app!i0at-i-0n-pa-0ke-t--sha-lJ.-bf:-&U-bmi-tt-edon-fi.:>-HHSp+:.o\rjc/eEH!-V-t•J.v,0 -ce-t:mt,f••and-+nust-f}+OV~d{"--a 
28 s-ttz":pk.Jn,draw-rtto-s-ca!e,-w-hi-chs-l:,ows-+he-1-0B,t·ion-of-ex~-sti-ng-a-ntl-pFef)o&ed-&tructu+es7 -ir1dudes 
29 
30 

31 

32 

33 

34 20.42.150 Conditional uses. 
35 

36 .164,JJ.VPQJllhome-based businr;_S,'.)tc,~~- pu1·suant to \NCC 20.80.970.Gettage industries per the crit-eria-i-n 
37 wee 20.80.980, e)<cluding those allowed in wee 20.il2.135, and which employ not more than fem 
3 8 fleGp+e--eutside--t.J::i.e-farn.i+'ft&A<luci=-ed--in-st-R:lttHFe•{-&)-e-t-l1-er-t-htrH--the-dwe-!-li-r:,g-u+rit-,....Suc-h-art:iv-it-ies-wi-H 
39 comply with all other provisions ef wee 20.36.161(1) through (5). 

40 .165.2 Type IV home-based businesses pmsuant to \NCC 20.80.970. 

41 

16 
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Chapter 20.51 LAKE WHATCOM WATERSHED OVERLAY DISTRICT 

2 20.51.070 Conditional uses. 

3 

4 .071 On-site storage facilities for hazardous wastes associated with permitted uses or conditional uses, 

5 other than home-based businesses c-ettage-industi:ie&-as de-fin-ed-described in WCC 20.51.095, subject to 

6 the most current siting criteria under Chapter 173-303 WAC within the Rural, Rural Forestry, 

7 Commercial Forestry, Neighborhood Commercial and Resort Commercial Zone Districts only. 

8 

9 20.51.080 Prohibited uses. 

10 

11 .095 Any Home-Based BusinessC<>tt0g0-i+H¾Hstr-i0s that would require on-site hazardous waste storage 

12 facilities. 

13 Chapter 20.59 RURAL GENERAL COMMERCIAL (RGC) DISTRICT 

14 20.59.100 Accessory uses. 

15 

16 .108 Type I home-based businesses pursuant to wee 20.80.970. 

17 20.59.150 Administrative approval uses. 
18 

19 .153 Type I! home-based businesses pursuant to wee 20;80.970. 

20 Chapter 20.60 NEIGHBORHOOD COMMERCIAL CENTER (NC) DISTRICT 

21 20.60.100 Accessory uses. 
22 
23 .104 Family day care homes and mini-day care homes; r:n1n[ .. day care homes shall conform to the 

24 requirements of Chill)ter 110300 W/\ChlJfrHo'-GGcc+pat-i-e+1-,-Wff--20vW,97-G. 
25 

26 Chapter 20.61 SMALL TOWN COMMERCIAL (STC) DISTRICT 

27 20.61.100 Accessory uses. 
28 
29 .102 Home occu13at:+0A--f3-1+rsuant to.J/J.J..(C 20.80.970. Type I home-based businesses pursuant to wee 
30 20.80.970. 

31 

32 .108 Family day care homes and mini-day care homes; rnini-day care homes shall conform to the 

3 3 requirements of Ch ,1 ptc r 110 }C)Q V.V/l, .. C:ho+neoEH1pation,-WCC-;10,80,970. 

34 20.61.150 Administrative approval uses. 

35 
36 .15/\ Type ii i10111ebascd busincsscspursuantto_WC:C 2_0.80.970. 

17 



Exhibit A - Proposed Amendments to Whatcom County Code Title 20 
PLN2014-00016 - Home-Based Businesses 

October 10, 2024 

Chapter 20.62 GENERAL COMMERCIAL (GC) DISTRICT 

2 20.62.100 Accessory uses. 

3 

4 .104 Family day care homes and mini-day care homes; provided, that mini-day care homes conform to 

5 the requirements of Chapter 110-300 WAChorn-eeccupatien;-\A,LGG2-Oc&O,97G; and further provided, that 

6 such uses require a conditional use permit if located within airport overlay zone 2 or 3 as shown in 

7 Whatcom County Comprehensive Plan Appendix H. 

8 

9 .106TyJ.2e I home-based businesses pursuant to wee 20.80.970. 

10 Chapter 20.63 TOURIST COMMERCIAL {TC) DISTRICT 

11 20.63.100 Accessory uses. 

12 

13 -,-1JJ4f"tlrn#'f-Clay-caH?-11-0+Ttes-an-€l+n+n-i-day-ca+e-l10-t'BBSt-P-ffi\,'+00dr-that-+n-i++i-day-c-,}FB-h01n-e&-<:-enfun11-4-0 

14 the--fequiren1ents-0f--h01Heec-cup,+tien,.,.WC.f-2:G.-80cg.:;1-0t--and-.fufth-e+~pt'ev1ded,-that-the--single-.fv+ni-ly 
15 fe5{{~4>+H,-E>·o'5-a-legaHy--nofl&OFlF0fl'Afflg-us_,e., 

16 Chapter 20.64 RESORT COMMERCIAL (RC) DISTRICT 
17 

18 20.64.100 Accessory uses. 

19 

20 
21 

.104 Home occupations pursuant to VVCC 20.80.970, el<cept that one person other than family residing 

on the premises may be employed. Type I home-based businesses pursuant to WCC 20.80.970. 

22 
23 .120 Family day care homes and mini-day care homes; mini-day care homes shall conform to the 

24 requirements of Chapter 110-300 W/\Cho+ne-0£-C-Hf'/dti0n;W-Z::C=--2G,8O,9-7-G. 

25 20.64.130 Administrative approval uses. 

26 
27 .133Tvpe II home-based businesses pursuant to wee 20.80.970. 

28 Chapter 20.69 RURAL INDUSTRIAL AND MANUFACTURING (RIM) DISTRICT 

29 20.69.100 Accessory uses. 

30 

31 .109 Childcare facilities operated by, maintained by or funded by business in the district for the purpose 

32 of serving the childcare needs of employees whose place of employment lies within this zone district; 

33 provided, that mini-day care home uses in a family dwelling shall conform to the requirements of 

34 g~112J (~ r 110-3 00 W A<;;l1GHH>8GH+j3-at~BH,~\!ij{,::C-2Dc9-7O. 

18 
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Chapter 20.71 WATER RESOURCE PROTECTION OVERLAY DISTRICT 

2 20.71.150 Conditional uses. 

3 

4 .151 On-site storage facilities for hazardous wastes associated with permitted or conditional uses, other 
5 than Eet-tageindust+iesHhome-Bbased. Bbusinesses as d-efi1%'B-9-esajg.Qs;Un WCC 20.71.215, subject to 
6 the most current siting criteria under Chapter 173-303 WAC within the Rural, Rural Forestry, 
7 Commercial Forestry, Neighborhood Commercial, or Resort Commercial Zone Districts only. 
8 

9 20. 71.200 Prohibited uses. 

10 

11 .215 Home-Bbased Bbusinesses fettvge-ifld-t+st+i-es-that would require on-site hazardous waste storage 
12 facilities. 
13 

19 


