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CEP 2002-2024
● $10.4 million
● Over half covered by grants
● 39 easements
● 1,920 acres
● 208 development rights

Future demand
● 11 prospective easements
● ~2,000 acres
● ~90 development rights
● ~$9 million needed
● ~$6 million in matches secured
● Local funding needed: ~$1M/yr

Update from the CEP



Exploration of alt. funding sources:

● Real estate transfer fee fund (REET 3)
○ Allowed under RCW 82.46.070
○ 1% = $24-36 million/yr
○ 0.25% = $6-9 million/yr

● Conservation Futures levy lid lift
○ 2001: 6.25 cents/$1,000
○ 2025: 2.31 cents/$1,000
○ 2025 revenue = $1.4 million
○ If restored: ~$3.8 million

● Commit half of CF funds to CEP easements
○ Coordinate with Parks and Public Works

CEPOC Letter to Executive + WCC (07.23.25)



Other CEPOC Updates

● Landowner Survey
○ Receive feedback from CEP landowners
○ Improve program to better meet the needs 

of commercial farmers

● One CEPOC vacancy
○ Farmer or forester

● Updated Business Rules
○ CEPOC approves contingent upon funding
○ Staff secure funding
○ Council approves purchase



Forest Legacy Program
● US Forest Service & WA DNR
● Working forest easements
● Up to 75% match
● $1,000,000 awarded

Puget Sound Riparian Systems
● Dept. of Ecology
● No match required for riparian 

protection zone.
● Coalition of jurisdictions supported 

application
● $2,000,000 awarded

New Funding Secured





Sanfi Acres – Canyon Creek

● CEP Score: 72.4

● Acreage: 610 acres

● Development Rights: 30

● Zoning: RF

● Location: Mosquito Lake Road

● Soils: Majority Site Class II

● Application Date: 2024

● Estimated Easement Cost: $1,830,000

○ RCO: $500,000

○ NRCS $915,000

○ CFF: $415,000



Sanfi Acres – Maple Falls

● CEP Score: 65

● Acreage: 280 acres

● Development Rights: 14

● Zoning: RF

● Location: Maple Falls

● Soils: Majority Site Class II

● Application Date: 2024

● Estimated Easement Cost: $840,000

○ RCO: $420,000

○ USFS: $420,000**

○ CFF: $0

**DNR to hold the CE



Koblitz– Red Mountain

● CEP Score: 63.6

● Acreage: 240 acres

● Development Rights: 12

● Zoning: RF

● Location: Columbia Valley

● Soils: Site Class II & III

● Application Date: 2024

● Estimated Easement Cost: $768,000

○ USFS: $576,000**

○ CFF: $192,000

**DNR to hold the CE



● CEP Score: 55

● Acreage: 14 acres

● Development Rights: 1

● Zoning: R5A

● Location: Mosquito Lake Road

● Habitat: Middle Fork Nooksack River

● Estimated Easement Cost: $100,000

○ NRCS: $50,000

○ CFF: $50,000

● Application Date: 2020

Taylor



Summary

Closing Property Type
Acres

Protected

DRs 

Extinguished
Total Cost WA RCO

Forest Service 

+ DNR
NRCS

Conservation 

Futures

2025 Taylor Ecological 14 1 $100,000 $50,000 $50,000

2026 Sanfi Acres Canyon Creek

Working 

Forestland 610 30 $1,830,000 $500,000 $915,000 $415,000

2026 Sanfi Acres Maple Falls

Working 

Forestland 280 14 $840,000 $420,000 $420,000 $0

2026 Koblitz Red Mountain

Working 

Forestland 240 12 $768,000 $576,000 $192,000

TOTAL 1,144 57 $3,538,000 $920,000 $996,000 $965,000 $657,000

81.5% covered by 
non-local funds!



AB2025-565

� Approval to Purchase 4 Easements Per CEP Oversight Committee Recommendation
- Taylor property (ECE2020-01)
- Sanfi Acres Canyon Creek property (FCE2024-02)
- Sanfi Acres Maple Falls property (FCE2024-01)
- Koblitz Red Mountain property (FCE2024-04)

� Total Conservation Futures ask: $657,000 (2025 and 2026)
○ CFF Balance as of July 24, 2025: $752,251



Questions?

www.whatcomcounty.us/cep

http://www.whatcomcounty.us/cep



