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From: Jeffery, Garrett <Gleffery@peacehealth.org>

Sent: Monday, October 13, 2025 7:05:46 AM (UTC-08:00) Pacific Time (US & Canada)

To: Council <Council@co.whatcom.wa.us>

Cc: April Metz de Montiel <aprilm@northwestmedical.org>

Subject: Support from the Northwest Washington Medical Society for Board of Health Restructuring

Dear Councilmembers,

| hope this message finds you well. I'm writing on behalf of the Northwest Washington
Medical Society to share that our board voted unanimously to support the proposed
restructuring of the Whatcom County Board of Health. We appreciate the careful and
transparent process you’ve led, and the thoughtful collaboration between Dr. Harley,
Councilmember Scanlon, and other local leaders in shaping these recommendations.

We agree that establishing a Board of Health joined by designated representatives for public
health expertise, healthcare providers, and community leaders will create a more effective
structure that meets the intent of state law. This approach ensures consistent input from
those working directly in public health and patient care. As the Board of Health takes on this
new shape, we noted that it may be important to bring intentional clarity to the future role of
the Public Health Advisory Board, ensuring its contributions remain meaningful and well
aligned with this new framework.

As physicians, we see every day how policy decisions translate into health outcomes for our
patients and neighbors. A structure that balances accountability, expertise, and community
representation will strengthen our county’s ability to prepare for and respond to health
challenges across Whatcom County.

Thank you for your steady leadership and for inviting community partners into this important
discussion. Our members represent a broad range of clinical experience and would be glad to
serve as a resource if questions arise where a medical perspective may be helpful. Please
don’t hesitate to reach out if we can assist in any way as the new structure takes shape.

Garrett S. Jeffery, DO, FAAFP
President, Northwest Washington Medical Society
Section Chief, Family Medicine NW Network, PeaceHealth


mailto:Council@co.whatcom.wa.us
mailto:LBruner@co.whatcom.wa.us
mailto:CHalka@co.whatcom.wa.us
mailto:KFelbing@co.whatcom.wa.us
mailto:JGernand@co.whatcom.wa.us
mailto:TJackson@co.whatcom.wa.us
mailto:KSmith@co.whatcom.wa.us





'& PeaceHealth




Garrett Jeffery, DO, FAAFP | Family Medicine, NW Network
Section Chief

Pronouns: He / Him

4545 Cordata Pkwy, Suite 2D Bellingham, WA 98226

peacehealth.org | 360-752-5165 OFFICE | 360-752-5615 FAX

Sensitivity: General Business Use. This document contains proprietary information and is intended for business use only.

This message is intended solely for the use of the individual and entity to whom it is
addressed, and may contain information that is privileged, confidential, and exempt from
disclosure under applicable state and federal laws. If you are not the addressee, or are not
authorized to receive for the intended addressee, you are hereby notified that you may not use,
copy, distribute, or disclose to anyone this message or the information contained herein. If you
have received this message in error, immediately advise the sender by reply email and destroy
this message.


https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.peacehealth.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7CKSmith%40co.whatcom.wa.us%7C69b82c918a1f4e1673b208de0a61a179%7C2122bbce9a1d4565931b0c534ef12e43%7C0%7C0%7C638959611597383827%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lAZ2Vu8Aqe4VT7GP42MnAemWM7NjfU%2FfJNqbUXbxnsg%3D&reserved=0

