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Important Dates in 2025
April 22 Special Election

canaidare rlling vweek

Viay o Througn May 7

August 5 Primary & Special Election
November 4 General & Special Election
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Voter Registration

Database 1,000

Motor Vehicle Updotes : paper registration
Just over 33,000 records : : forms processed
updated from Motor Vehicle  : NEW voiet S sssssssssesssssncssnansses
: T4 (Enhanced & Regular Driver : records added o
Reqister Citizens 10 VOTE |k ’ : b o
° . . - E — \;/
1IN WOShIngTOH STOTe : records cancelled for
5 the following reasons
. . online registrations : ﬂv @ cechased
UdeTe Clﬂd mCIIﬂTCIIﬂ "W processed(ot. 999 requested & signed
: : f VoteWA.gov) : by voter (to cancel)
the voter registration F 1850 (oters egistered
dafabase .
Inactivated records -
2,774 records inactivated due to undeliverable mail, or & :
from the voter moving out of Washington State, : cmmy ES
P romao Te VOTe I Inactivating a voter record stops a ballot from being §
. mailed, and also sends a notice to the voter withan x::c':::‘c':::;"u‘;; A
e d U C O -|-| O N opportunity to update and/or cancel their registration.

*Statistics from Jonvary 1 - November §, 2025




Voter Registration Statistics in 2025

* New Vofter
Registrations




General Election Turnout

167,634 169,242
158,780 157,063 157,580 159,811

146,851
139,628
111,791
82,537 76.876

140,088

82,043 76,618




General Election Cost Comparison

November General Election Cost Analysis

Election Cost Registered Number of .Cosi per Cost per
Voters Ballots Cast Registered Voter Ballot Cast
$647,902 167,790 139,080 $3.87 $4.67
$665,749 159,811 82,043 $4.16 $8.11
$532,094 157,580 111,791 $3.38 $4.76
$618,858 157,063 76,876 $3.94 $8.05
§527,704 158,780 139,628 $3.32 $3.78
$430,451 146,851 82,537 $2.93 $5.22
$407,002 143,265 110,504 $2.84 $3.68
$503,000 138,688 63,626 $3.63 §7.91
$505,413 138,962 114,920 $3.64 $4.40
$424,543 129,345 61,136 $3.28 $6.94
$399,789 127,280 76,123 $3.14 $5.25




Voter Ouireach

Continue to hold tours in the Election Center to
provide detailed explanation of the steps
involved in ballot processing (right).

How do we know your vote is
counted?

=
We test. 82@

For the upcoming November 4 ===
General and Special Election,
there will be a Logic & Accuracy
test on October 7 at 10:00 am. The test ensures the
tabulation system will correctly count the votes cast for
all candidates and questions appearing on the ballot,
and that the reporting system will display the results.

Want to know more? Become an observer!

Whatcom County Auditor’s Office - Election Division Voi’e Sig n & Reiu rn yo ur Ba "ot :

311 Grand Avenue, Suite 103 !

Bellingham, WA 98225 WHATCOM Es to an Official Ballot Drop Box by 8:00 pm sharp or by mail, %@Es

(360) 778-5102 | elections@co.whatcom.wa.us COUNTY postmarked by November 4, 2025. November 6, 2025 at 10:00 am

www.whatcomcounty.us/3747/Observer-Resources

Created social media posts to run before, during, and after the election to inform voters



Recording




Property Recording Alert Service (PRAS)

four Government » Departments » Auditor » Recording » Property Recording Alert Service (PRAS)

Property Recording Alert Service (PRAS)

The Whatcom County Auditor’s Office is excited to announce the launch of the Property Recording Alert Service (PRAS). This free service is
designed to enhance the monitoring of recording activity related to land records, offering residents greater transparency and insight into
their property records.

L] L]
0:0 N eW fre e S e rv I C e 'I-O 'I- h e p U b | I C PRAS provides automated email alerts to property owners when new documents are recorded under monitored names or 16-digit Assessor

Parcel Numbers. Each alert includes a direct link to view the recorded document, making it easier than ever to stay informed.

launched in September 2025 Key feturesof PRAS:

@ Email notifications: Receive alerts when documents are recorded and indexed with your monitored information.
¢ Enhanced monitoring: Improved tracking of names ensures greater accuracy in record monitoring.

@ Comprehensive data: Users benefit from more detailed and concise data in each notification.

“ PRAS provides automated
email alerts when documents
Ore recorded WiTh The User’s Getting Started Helpful Hints - Gather the information you want to monitor:

@ Individual Names - Enter at least a last name to moniter and it is recommended to monitor both last name and first name. You can

L]
I I l O n I .I-O re d n O I I I e (S ) O n d /O r monitor name variations and include middle names or initials as additional monitored names. The search fields are exact name

matches.

A P | N b Example Property Owner Name: Jonathan Anthony Doe
S S e S S O r O rC e U I I l e r S Examples of Name Variations to Menitor: Jonathan Anthony Doe, Jonathan Doe, John Doe, Jonathan A Doe, John A Doe, John

Anthony Doe, J A Doe

Sign up for PRAS here: hti| ecording.whatcomcounty.us/PropertyRecordingAlertService

Business Names - Enter the name you want to monitor exactly as it will appear on the document. The search field is an exact name
match.

16-digit Assessor Parcel Number - This number is located on your deed, property tax statement, or on the Assessor's Website here:

htt ww.whatcomcoun




Property Recording Alert System (PRAS

@8 WHATCOM COUNTY __
S IETINEEE Digital Research Room

Eh

M Home  Recorded Documents  Auditor Fee Baoks

Document Details

Auditor File Number 4 2025-1200328 » View Image

You have requested to be notified of documents recorded in the
Whatcom County Auditor's Office. The link to the recorded document(s)

are sted below: PRAS Email contains e e B

You are monitoring the name: SMITH moni-l-o red nO mes Return To
- and a link o view ot

SMITH, GUY D the document(s)

Parties

GRANTOR GRANTEE
CHICAGO TITLE INSURANCE SMITH, GUY D

If you no longer wish to receive these alerts, or you wish to modify the
information you are monitoring, please log into your account here.

Legal Descriptions

A link in the email
Whatcom County Auditor - Recording Division O p e ns Th e D I g l TG |

311 Grand Avenue, Suite 103

Bellingham WA 98225 Research Room fo

phone: 360-778-5100, option 2

email: recording@co.whatcom.wa.us v i eW Th e re C O rd e d

web: www whatcomcounty. us/auditor
document

The following documents are referenced in this document

2019-1001083
Deed of Trust

There are no documents # e reference to this document




Recording
Transactions

2025
2015 2020  (through 11/30/25)

POA 757 545 275

LIEN 387 160 140
CPAG = 169 141 113
JDGT 82 80 56

Standard Recording Fee
on January 1st

$72.00
$99.00
$103.50

$203.50
$303.50

Recorded Documents By Year

|
‘

m2020 m2021 m2022 m2023 w2024 = 2025 Through November

The number of documents recorded is affected by home prices and
mortgage rates.

With higher home prices and higher interest rates, fewer people are
refinancing or buying homes leading to fewer documents recorded overall.
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o |Archivesand Presenvation |
R e C O r I n F e e Preservation Fund $2.00
For preservation of historical county documents.

State Archives Fund $2.00

o ° ® For archives and records management training, funding grant

I s rI U I o n programs, and constructing a new regional archives facility.
Commissioner’s Preservation Fund $1.00
For local historical document preservation and programs.

State Library-Archives Fund $6.00

To operate and maintain the state archives, state library, and
capital museum.

Recording fees support a variety of services LR W EEE —— —
{f C HiE Homeless Housing Assistance Fund $46.67
Clnd progrqms, CII' bOi.h ihe Coun'l'y Ievel qnd of = .~ : To fund local homeless housing services, programs, and

grants in the county, cities and towns.

S‘l'qi'e |eve| Q< | Covenant Homeownership Fund $99.00
° 14 A i
s @ =3 ; To reduce racial disparities in homeownership in the state
by providing down payment and closing cost assistance.

Recording Fees Collected in 2024 El @3V SR S

Provides grants statewide for partial rental assistance,
homeless shelters, youth shelters, and transitional housing.

PETER AN, XR]

P B Y

Total collected for Affordable and Homeless
Housing $6,159,576

$1,236,463 for Whatcom County

Low-Income Housing Assistance Fund $8.24
To provide affordable housing for very low-income
households and emergency shelters in the county.

3
y

State Landlord Mitigation Fund $3.29

To reimburse landlords for certain improvements, camages,
unpaid rent and unpaid utilities across the state.

THIS NOTE IS LEGAL TENDER =
FOR ALL DEBTS, PUBLIC AND PRIVATE W

2 State Affordable Housing Fund $23.97
$4' 923 f ] ] 3 fo r WOS h In g TO n S TO Te To fund statewide low-income housing subsidy programs.
. Growth M t Planning Fund $2.50
Total collected for Operations and - —— Ty
M q | N .I.e nance $335 ,582 ‘ . = P v = ehw—ro?rfléﬁté! mz:;m \f\la.shln?on state.
Total Collected for Archives and ey

Preservation $171,574 el i -

For county administration and operations.




Marriage Licensing

Where does the marriage license fee go?

Auditor Fees $ 8.00
Prevention of Child Abuse $5.00
Displaced Homemaker $10.00
Certified Copy $3.00
Family Court $ 8.00
Family Services $15.00
Historical Preservation $ 1.00
Facility Surcharge $1.00
Grant/Attorney Gen $1.00
Historical Program $1.00
Document Preservation $2.00
Auditor O & M $2.00
State Library Operations $ 3.00
State Library-Archives Building $2.00
Domestic Violence Co-Responder $100.00

Total Application Fee $162.00

Marriage License Revenue to G.F.

2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

(Through Nov)

$11,152 $11,080 $11,216 $11,568 $12,240

Substitute House Bill 1498
Effective July 27, 2025 |

I
|

This new law created a domesfic I
! violence co-responder program |
| that Washington cities and
counties can utilize when law |
| enforcement responds to

domestic violence calls. |

I

. The Auditor’s Office has collected |
| $50,100 for this fund between July *
27 2025 and November 30, 2025.



Licensing Transactions 2020 - 2025

Whatcom County Auditor

Valley Drug Licensing

Lynden Food Pavilion Licensing

Blaine IGA Licensing

Northwest Licensing

Auto Licensing of Ferndale

Auto Licensing of Bellingham

Total

2020

53,718

20,743

34,085
18,056

64,156
47,170

73,371

311,299

2021

40,969

20,170
32,700
16,881

60,014
49,225

83,953

303,912

2022

40,712

20,030
32,980
17,649

49,862
52,098

83,231

296,562

Yearly Transactions by Licensing Location

2023

37,272

20,834
32,332
17,912

48,272
53,158

84,987

294,767

2024

36,016

22,091
33,591
17,739

48,464
55,380

90,541

303,822

2025

(Through November)

27,503

21,005
30,958
15,804
41,418
50,371

78,637
265,696




Renewal Notices Changes

NEW
OFFICIAL VEHICLE
RENEWAL NOTICES

@rictngng
fm reFw s

e — :_I'-E:' QFFICIAL REMINDER,
Dneafpzurvehic e o dee for renaeal

You'll get your next tab
reminder by email or
postcard.

Sign up for email
Gl reminders!

Department of Licensing changed the format of renewal notices due to budget cuts.

Customers with an email address in the system now receive an electronic renewal notice and
everyone else now receive a postcard reminder.

DOL and county auditors are monitoring the renewal rate with the change in nofices.



Licensing Revenue 2021 - 2025 Increase of GF

dollars in 2026
of $386,500

Licensing filing fees are set by RCW 46.17.0085. Filing fee increasing 1/1/2026.

Revenue from Revenue from Quarterly Payments Total Revenue to
Auditor's Office Subagents from DOL General Fund
m $175,298 $1,398,448 $143,375 $1,717,121
2022 $175,587 $1,293,812 $145,504 $1,614,903
2023 T $1,289,909 $128,019 $1,577,649
| 2024 [T $1,342,926 $136,045 $1,634965
2025 $315,849 $803,037 - $106.777 $1,225,663
(Through Oct) (received 3 of 4 quarterly payments)
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