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BPAC Mission
● The Whatcom County Bicycle/Pedestrian Advisory Committee (BPAC) was created by 

Whatcom County Executive Pete Kremen in 2001, and was approved by the County 
Council through Ordinance 2001-013 to fulfill the purpose set for the Committee.

● Coordinate with various county staff and residents to provide guidance to the County 
Executive related to potential improvements in the county's pedestrian and bicycling 
infrastructure

● Goal: Walking and riding a bicycle - for transportation and recreation - can be safe and 
welcoming for people of all ages and abilities in Whatcom County.

● County Code link



Active 
Transportation 
in Whatcom 
County



Whatcom County Bike Infrastructure

Whatcom County Road Network Overview

● Total miles of public roads maintained by the county: 
○ 943 miles

● Road classification (per federal functional classification 
system):

○ 3% – Arterials
○ 18% – Major Collectors
○ 17% – Minor Collectors
○ 62% – Local Access Roads

● County roads with bike lanes or designated bike routes:

○ 23 miles 
○ ≈ 2.4% of total county road mileage





BPaC Feedback – linked letter

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qv8Y6P4wBS6gcBdULlCGEGw7dqxuTixTt2Eh-bQRsFM/edit?tab=t.0


Vulnerable User Perspective

● If Public Works recommended a vehicle plan with roads so narrow, steep and 
rough that only 5-9% of drivers felt comfortable driving on them, would that be 
an acceptable threshold?

● Is it okay to recommend an active transportation plan with facilities so 
stressful that only 5-9% of people feel comfortable riding in them?



Growth Management Act – Chapter 6 Transportation

● "Active transportation component to include collaborative efforts to identify 
and designate planned improvements for active transportation facilities and 
corridors that address and encourage enhanced community access and 
promote healthy lifestyles." 

○ Source  https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=36.70A.070

● The high-stress plan as written does not encourage enhanced community 
access or healthy lifestyles. 

○ We would need a low stress network in order to achieve that

https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=36.70A.070


Is this the best spend?

● Based on LTS scores, 5-9% of people would feel comfortable cycling in 
facilities like those indicated in the Transpo Group's presentation. (source 
FHWA – Federal Highway Administration)

● People who are comfortable cycling on a 5-foot shoulder of a 50 mph 
road are already doing it

● The updated plan will NOT going to encourage more people 



Chapter 9 - Climate

● (A) Result in reductions in overall greenhouse gas emissions generated by 
transportation and land use within the jurisdiction but without increasing 
greenhouse gas emissions elsewhere in the state;

● (B) Result in reductions in per capita vehicle miles traveled within the 
jurisdiction but without increasing greenhouse gas emissions elsewhere in the 
state; and"

● As drafted, the plan will not reduce per capita vehicle miles traveled. 
○ We would need a low stress network to accomplish that. 



WSDoT 
Level Of 
Traffic Stress 
Source Link 

https://wsdot.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2024-07/LTS%20Level%20of%20Traffic%20Stress%20Flyer_0.pdf
https://wsdot.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2024-07/LTS%20Level%20of%20Traffic%20Stress%20Flyer_0.pdf
https://wsdot.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2024-07/LTS%20Level%20of%20Traffic%20Stress%20Flyer_0.pdf
https://wsdot.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2024-07/LTS%20Level%20of%20Traffic%20Stress%20Flyer_0.pdf


WSDoT Source link 

https://wsdot.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2022-06/DesignBulletin2022-01.pdf


























BPAC Community Speakers

● WSDoT
● Whatcom County Sheriff Department
● Belllingham Public Schools Transportation Director (UGA Schools)
● Parents from county schools & local community members
● Parents of after school mountain biker programs 
● Bike Tour Company

○ To design local educational bike tours that explore the food systems, watersheds, and natural 
resources sustaining our community. We aim to connect people with their farmers, promote 
bike travel, and highlight the individuals and systems dedicated to stewarding our land’s 
resources



BPaC Feedback – linked letter

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qv8Y6P4wBS6gcBdULlCGEGw7dqxuTixTt2Eh-bQRsFM/edit?tab=t.0


Comp Plan Concerns

● Letter to County Executive & County Council link
● Multimodal paths such as the Bay to Baker Trail and Nooksack Loop Trail 

have been removed from the plan.
● Undeveloped rights of way have been ignored for active transportation 

connections despite being publicly owned
● On-road segments “complete” that are high stress, high speed roads without 

any protection from moving cars.
● The average person would not feel comfortable on the proposed bicycle 

on-road segments that are identified for improvement . 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qv8Y6P4wBS6gcBdULlCGEGw7dqxuTixTt2Eh-bQRsFM/edit?usp=sharing


BPAC Requests

● Plan low-stress active transportation corridors between the population 
centers, small cities and urban centers of Whatcom County.

● Retain and prioritize the Bay to Baker, Nooksack Loop and Coast Millennium 
Trail corridors,

● When mapping the above-mentioned trail corridors, identify and include for 
consideration the following land types: 

○ Rights of way that are currently undeveloped
○ Parcels owned by the Whatcom Parks and Recreation Foundation that have been offered to 

Whatcom County at no cost for years
○ County owned parcels
○ County held easements
○ City owned parcels and easements
○ Other publicly owned parcels



BPAC Requests

● Continue to prioritize hiring of multi-modal planner role split between Public 
Works and the Parks and Recreation Departments

● Direct a minimum of 5% of TIP (Transportation Improvement Program) funds 
annually to improve Whatcom County’s active transportation network.

● Prioritize and incorporate active transportation and multimodal improvements 
around schools to comply with Comp Plan Policy 6F-2.
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People who walk and bike deserve a safe, comfortable network on which to travel throughout 
Whatcom County. 

We urge you to make this safe network a reality and stop prioritizing single occupancy vehicle 
travel for the sake of our safety, health, economy and climate.

We encourage the County Executive and County council to focus on measurement of key health, 
economic, and climate metrics to measure effectiveness of active transportation policies.   
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