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BPAC Mission

e The Whatcom County Bicycle/Pedestrian Advisory Committee (BPAC) was created by
Whatcom County Executive Pete Kremen in 2001, and was approved by the County
Council through Ordinance 2001-013 to fulfill the purpose set for the Committee.

e Coordinate with various county staff and residents to provide guidance to the County
Executive related to potential improvements in the county's pedestrian and bicycling
infrastructure

e Goal: Walking and riding a bicycle - for transportation and recreation - can be safe and
welcoming for people of all ages and abilities in Whatcom County.

e County Code link
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Whatcom County Bike Infrastructure
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Whatcom County Road Network Overview F e A

e Total miles of public roads maintained by the county: PoniRobets |
o 943 miles T

e Road classification (per federal functional classification
system):
o 3% — Arterials
o 18% — Major Collectors
° 17% — Minor Collectors
o 62% — Local Access Roads

e County roads with bike lanes or designated bike routes:

o 23 miles
o = 2.4% of total county road mileage
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BPaC Feedback — linked letter
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WHATCOM COUNTY

Whatcom County Executive
311 Grand Ave, Sulte 108
Belingham, WA 98225

Subject: Comprehenaive Mun Updute - Tramasgortation Elemant

Dawr Exucuive Schv, Counly Coundlimarmbern,

W are wiling 1o exgress Grave concerns negandeg the Propoaeed Actres Trensportation Network ard Nutmodal Lrsels of Serves
developed by the cormutant Tremapo Groug. This new Astve Tremspos Navwark and Lursabe of Servios wre reguired by

Haues B2l 1187 thal was adozled by be State L N 2075 weet i RCAY 36,704 070, A1 e March 12,
2005 BicpdwPedestiun Advacry C mesding, the Tearpo Geoup ther cumen! deall wosk products is
comply with this RCW

We sre dasppoitied n the way the actve mebwork we corming Soguther They sre nol n sigremen! st
Ik direction prasertad by ta coraiudbent @1 & previous EPAC mesting. dre not n digament sith drection provided Lo he consulen!
by BPAL mermbaers, wse not in shgrment with ot Countly plars indudng the Olimare Action Mun, Campreheraise Parks, Recreion,
wrd Ogen Space P, urd the 2011 Pecdesrian & Scych Plan, and de nol comply wis the sbowe mertioned GNA requremarnts.

Fi the curmem are glaringly sbert n their corakdendion of exsting Comp Plan Pobows 6F.3 6F 4, ard
BF 5, und do not sdgn wis he rten of Poloas 6F-1 und 6.2

Cur concerms e
*  Multimedsd patha such s e Bay 1o Baker Trail and Nockasck Loop Trall heve Been rermoved from the plan. Thee

tris hrve been b Whalcom Courty's phens for decides. No adviscry groups hine reccrmmanded User cemovd. On the
conleary. Waadzcom County Parks & Recrention b sppbed for grests wnd b hisng @ st parscn 1o move thase cornechons
forward ¥ Putdc ‘Wosa were e Courty coubd R sors #=Tse Trunsposcn comdan
bebawes marny commusiies. MutSmodal petho cn be tedgred snd budl 1o comgly with scive rarmporislion ssmdeds, wsd
roed fards o Be weed K plin, soguine rights of wiy § necssssiry and budd them. The camend sroposed Acive Tanspodetion
Mialcandd fubhsta fhaas fasde aid andlanis asid et thant nst dbha altnalen Atmahas

*  Undevsloped rights of way that sre publicly owned and for active

have boen igncred.

*  The conmuitant has labaled onroad segments “complete” that are high stress, high speed rosds mithout any
protection from moving cers. For exmrgie, the propossd bicychs cormecson behwesn Lyndes and Bioch Say s on he
hgh-ageed, hgh-echune Sich Bay Lynden Road. Tha & conedesed “compiele,” desgpale the Sect Bt peasie o1 Bicyches would
be requered Lo ride on s urgrodecied Sfoot shoukher of u 50 mph roed, where dewers rounely weceed that speed. | woukd nol
ol mafe nedng whong this rosd | donl krow muny peophs who woukd. Seversd other “complele’ connectons e shown on B
consuftenls map Bal are simdarty dengercus, naudng Hameges and Smith Roed

*  Other oncoad that are afted for would not be for the averape
person to fesl comiortable on & Bloycle. A free-loct #rouider with & pedried whie ine o o thal & recommended for othes
sk ighaceed, hgh-wohume roadairys such us Slaler Roud, Everscn Goahun Rond and the Mount Babuer Hghrawy.

In sha®, S phes priotbzes singhe occupancy vehichs ltavel troughout Whstcom Courty ‘W cim do 30 much belber. Aoproved Courty
o such s the Chmale Action Plan, the Compretensne Purks, Recreston, ind Open Space P, 1he Pedestru & Bicpde P, in
dciion ko indvidusd oty plars roen Bellingtam, Furrduie, Lyrden, and Everscn [phas the smaler oles) af ity future bicychs wnd
pederrian rfnerrucise, bolh on- ind offrosd ‘W shoukd Be drraing from hase shens % deline srle 2ot Tunapotsion comedtions
Debvees comerunbes Bl people Wiy o ase.

We sak Bt pou divect the consudtent I
o P wctive batween the population centers, amadl clex and wban centers of
Whatcom County. WEDOT has & Geowth M. At |GMA| P Lo for upcing local
gevemmant comprehensve plars The Sral docurment in this lal is WEOOT M8 sroded Lysel of Servics Qutdince o this
e Maf actve feckitux mwal u Bicyav Luval of Trefis Struss trashold of 2 or lowwr.
The consuttels carrent plan nearly sxchaanely corsdetx of SeoiSes thal we SLTS Sanc 4.

*  Retsin and peicritice the Say to Saker, k Leap and C; Teall wih the
thaet By rraset ective Irieteporiadion crierts whene there & not & ow-atreas (BLTS 1 or 2) envoed sbemative. This musd inchude
considenstion of Cournty righls of wiry ard dertfyipriortion conrmctions with lrsd phens ard covidons developed By the ches
wnd othwer rrumkcized b in e Counly.

*  When the abeow trad Idermtiy and mcluse for comiderstion:
5 Roghtx of wiry Bt are cumenly undeveloped
o Pwcebs owned by the Puarks ard Fo thut! hirve beun cflered ko Whalcom Courty ut ne
cawt for pesrs
5 County owered parcets
o Counly bt sstsermants

= Gty owned parods and sasemants
o Ofver pusbcdly cemed parcels

These purces, nights of ways, wsd ot te nd 0 an Active T Metwork

ather dusdinatorm. FurBiermone, projechs
paved Lo sdu parts insdesd of op
larws 1o Narine Drfos Race cond Seczeners
waukd clier u sgraScantly kower ol of §

+  Incorpoeate md prioritfs active trans
Plan Policy &8-2

Mubrrodal Fads end s o ssodly comply wit
et B community wit ackusdy uas ind leel safe

Mutmodal baks wnd paths cen ssodly b furded |
it

Tradls are tramaportation. Pecple who wal und |
County. We wrpe ypou o make B ssfe retwcrt &
hesth, econcrrry wnd Simeie. Wi he ras n pogs
firsd ¥z 15 drafing & solkd pan. The cument prog
unscoestatie and do rol sufice.

Sincerely,

Ryan Corley

Chak, Whatcom County Bicydle and Pec
Whatcom County Bicycle and Pedestriar
Patrick Alesse, Kelly Kendall, John Upsk

Payden Wakda
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qv8Y6P4wBS6gcBdULlCGEGw7dqxuTixTt2Eh-bQRsFM/edit?tab=t.0

Vulnerable User Perspective

e If Public Works recommended a vehicle plan with roads so narrow, steep and
rough that only 5-9% of drivers felt comfortable driving on them, would that be
an acceptable threshold?

e Is it okay to recommend an active transportation plan with facilities so
stressful that only 5-9% of people feel comfortable riding in them?



Growth Management Act — Chapter 6 Transportation

e "Active transportation component to include collaborative efforts to identify
and designate planned improvements for active transportation facilities and
corridors that address and encourage enhanced community access and
promote healthy lifestyles."

) Source https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=36.70A.070

e The high-stress plan as written does not encourage enhanced community

access or healthy lifestyles.
o We would need a low stress network in order to achieve that



https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=36.70A.070

Is this the best spend?

e Based on LTS scores, 5-9% of people would feel comfortable cycling in
facilities like those indicated in the Transpo Group's presentation. (source
FHWA — Federal Highway Administration)

e People who are comfortable cycling on a 5-foot shoulder of a 50 mph
road are already doing it
e The updated plan will NOT going to encourage more people



Chapter 9 - Climate

e (A) Result in reductions in overall greenhouse gas emissions generated by
transportation and land use within the jurisdiction but without increasing
greenhouse gas emissions elsewhere in the state;

e (B) Result in reductions in per capita vehicle miles traveled within the
jurisdiction but without increasing greenhouse gas emissions elsewhere in the
state; and"

e As drafted, the plan will not reduce per capita vehicle miles traveled.
o We would need a low stress network to accomplish that.



WSDoT
Level Of
Traffic Stress
Source Link

33%

Will not cycle because
theycan't;becausethe
terrain is unsuitable; or
because they haveno
interest whatsoeverin it

&

Few riders
LTS 3

Most riders 1% of riders

605

INTERESTEDLutCONCERNED

1 %

STRONG

FEARLESS

ENTHUSEDandCONFIDENT

They are curious about
cyclingand like toride
but are afraid todo so
and put off by the need
toride close to motor

Already riding, but they
could ride more and
their riding experience
could be better

Will cycle regardless of
road conditionsand are
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https://wsdot.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2024-07/LTS%20Level%20of%20Traffic%20Stress%20Flyer_0.pdf
https://wsdot.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2024-07/LTS%20Level%20of%20Traffic%20Stress%20Flyer_0.pdf
https://wsdot.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2024-07/LTS%20Level%20of%20Traffic%20Stress%20Flyer_0.pdf
https://wsdot.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2024-07/LTS%20Level%20of%20Traffic%20Stress%20Flyer_0.pdf

BLTS Ciriteria for Bike Lane without Separation from Traffic (paint stripe or buffer <2 feet wide)

Bike Lanes are greater than or equal to 7 feet (allows for 5' plus 2' buffer)

Lanes AADT <=20 25 30 35 40 45 50+
1 thru lane per direction (or 1 lane one-way street)|0-750 1 1 2 3 4 4 4
751-1500 1 1 2 3 4 4 4
1501-300( 1 1 2 3 4 4 4
3000+ 2 2 2 3 - - 4
2 thru lanes per direction|0-7000 2 2 2 3 4 4 4
>7000 2 2 3 3 4 4 4
3+ thru lanes per direction|Any ADT 3 3 3 4 4 4 4

Bike Lanes are less than 7 feet (must be 5' or greater to be within standard)

Lanes AADT <=20 25 30 35 40 45 50+
1 thru lane per direction (or 1 lane one-way street)|0-750 1 2 2 < - 4 4
751-1500 1 2 2 4 < 4 4
1501-300( 1 2 2 a 4 4 4
3000+ 2 2 2 4 4 4 4
2 thru lanes per direction|0-7000 2 2 3 4 4 4 4
>7000 3 3 3 4 4 4 4
3+ thru lanes per direction|Any ADT 3 3 4 4 4 4 4

WSDoT Source link



https://wsdot.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2022-06/DesignBulletin2022-01.pdf

- Age & Sex T Race&EthnicityT Data Notes] @
Adults Meeting Exercise Guidelines in Whatcom County, 2011-2019

Percent of adults who participated in enough Aerobic and Muscle Strengthening exercises to meet guidelines (150
min/week, 2 days of strengthening)
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j Data Notes

Commuters who do not Drive Alone to Work in Whatcom County (2023)
Percent of the working population who carpools, takes public transportation, bikes or walks to work
Commuter Type

Drove Alone 70%

Walk
Bike I—
Public Transport =-

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70%
Percent of workforce using alternative transportation

Q Confidence Intervals



Commuters who do not drive alone to Work in Whatcom County, 2013-2022
Percent of the working population who carpools, takes public transportation, bikes or walks to work
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Trend | Data Notes

Percent of households without a vehicle

Race
Black/AA aa

Hispanic as Race

Multiracial* 5.5% —
NHPI aa
White 4.8% -

0% 2% 4% 6% 8% 10% 12% 14%
Percent of households

Housholds in Whatcom County without a Vehicle (2022)

Sex

6%

5%

IS
S

3%

Percent of households
N
=

1%

0%
Female Male

Legend
mm Statistically different from each other
® Not statistically different from each other

* Multiracial data is considered to have questionable accuracy. Interpret results with caution.

AIAN = American Indian/Alaskan Native; NHPI = Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander
AA Data not reported due to small number limitations.

@ cConfidence Intervals



Statewide E-bike Programs

E-bike Rebate Program

60% rebates for income qualified applicants / 40% non income qualified
Rebates can be applied to any class of E-bike except E-mountain bikes
Applicants must be 16 or older and there will be 1 rebate per household.
Applicants will have approx. 2 weeks to register/apply online.

Rebate vouchers will be allocated by random selection

E-bike Lending Libraries

Collaborating with UW regarding lending library design and loan to own models
Drafting proposed models

CLIMATE Wl
COMMITMENT
ACT——=




Distance ®
2025, 2024, 2023, 2022, 2021, 2020 ~~ Total (] Leisure [] Commute

2025 Total (km) 2024 Total (km)

1.3M 5.8M

2020 Total (km)

4.6M
1.1M+

2023 Total (km)

5.4M

2022 Total (km)

4.5M

2021 Total (km)

4.4M

Months v/

650.0k -

350.0k |

50‘0k T T T T T T
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul

@ 2020 Total (km) @ 2021 Total (km) @ 2022 Total (km) @ 2023 Total (km)
@ 2024 Total (km) @ 2025 Total (km)

Demographics ® 2025, 2024, 2023, 2022, 2021, 2020

60% |

45%

30%-

15%

0%-
18-34 35-54 55-64 65+

@ 2020 @ 2021 @ 2022 @ 2023 @ 2024 @ 2025

T i T T 1
Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

v

Estimated CO; Saved® 2025, 2024, 2023, 2022, 2021, 2020 v
2025 Total (kg) 2024 Total (kg) 2023 Total (kg) 2022 Total (kg) 2021 Total (kg)
: 79,144 67,783 55,048 48,310

2020 Total (kg)
45,562
13.8k-
Months Vv
7.6k-
42K
1718 S SN S S S

T T 1 T r T 1 T T 1 1
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
@ 2020 (kg) @ 2021 (kg) @ 2022 (ka) @ 2023 (kg) @ 2024 (kg) @ 2025 (kg)

Activity Types ® 2025, 2024, 2023, 2022, 2021,2020 \/

- E-Bike Rides

Rides
@ 2020 @ 2021 @ 2022 @ 2023 @ 2024 @ 2025



Physical Activity among Youth in Whatcom County, 2012-2021

Percent of 10th graders who report physical activity 60 minutes a day, 5 or more days a week
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N
-Gender Identity & Sexual OrientationT Race & Ethnicity [ Data Notes ] @

Depressive Feelings among Youth in Whatcom County, 2012-2021

Percent of 10th grade students that report feeling so sad or hopeless almost every day for two weeks or more in a row that they
stopped doing some usual activities, during the last 12 months
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Statewide School-based Bicycle
Education Program

WSDOT contracts with Cascade Bicycle Club

In school for grades 3-8. PE teachers are trained and deliver bike education and safe
riding through PE lessons

Out of school providers are trained in a longer curriculum which involves bike
maintenance, road safety and trip planning

Bike fleets are provided (inclusive of adaptive bikes and equipment)
Eligible children and youth can also receive a free bike and equipment

CLIMATE
COMMITMENT
ACT—=




After school partners for the Statewide Bicycle Education Program 2024-2025
Map shows location of partner and maximum number of schools serving youth who will
engage with the program

O




Elementary and middle schools across Washington with the in class Statewide
Bicycle Education Program 2024-2025

&




Safe Routes to School Program Projects: 2015-2023 (153 total)

’;\ e
3’65‘
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Projects shown using junsdictional reference points.
Not Shown: OSP| Bicycie and Pedestrian Safety
Education and Encouragement Program projects
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BPAC Community Speakers

WSDoT

Whatcom County Sheriff Department

Belllingham Public Schools Transportation Director (UGA Schools)
Parents from county schools & local community members

Parents of after school mountain biker programs

Bike Tour Company

o To design local educational bike tours that explore the food systems, watersheds, and natural
resources sustaining our community. We aim to connect people with their farmers, promote
bike travel, and highlight the individuals and systems dedicated to stewarding our land’s
resources
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Comp Plan Concerns

e Letter to County Executive & County Council link

e Multimodal paths such as the Bay to Baker Trail and Nooksack Loop Trail
have been removed from the plan.

e Undeveloped rights of way have been ignored for active transportation
connections despite being publicly owned

e On-road segments “complete” that are high stress, high speed roads without
any protection from moving cars.

e The average person would not feel comfortable on the proposed bicycle
on-road segments that are identified for improvement .



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qv8Y6P4wBS6gcBdULlCGEGw7dqxuTixTt2Eh-bQRsFM/edit?usp=sharing

BPAC Requests

e Plan low-stress active transportation corridors between the population
centers, small cities and urban centers of Whatcom County.
e Retain and prioritize the Bay to Baker, Nooksack Loop and Coast Millennium

Trail corridors,
e \When mapping the above-mentioned trail corridors, identify and include for

consideration the following land types:
o Rights of way that are currently undeveloped
o Parcels owned by the Whatcom Parks and Recreation Foundation that have been offered to
Whatcom County at no cost for years
County owned parcels
County held easements
City owned parcels and easements
Other publicly owned parcels

o O O O



BPAC Requests

e Continue to prioritize hiring of multi-modal planner role split between Public
Works and the Parks and Recreation Departments

e Direct a minimum of 5% of TIP (Transportation Improvement Program) funds
annually to improve Whatcom County’s active transportation network.

e Prioritize and incorporate active transportation and multimodal improvements
around schools to comply with Comp Plan Policy 6F-2.



People who walk and bike deserve a safe, comfortable network on which to travel throughout
Whatcom County.

We urge you to make this safe network a reality and stop prioritizing single occupancy vehicle
travel for the sake of our safety, health, economy and climate.

We encourage the County Executive and County council to focus on measurement of key health,

economic, and climate metrics to measure effectiveness of active transportation policies.

Ryan Corley
Chair, Whatcom County Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee

Whatcom County Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee:
Patrick Alesse, Kelly Kendall, John Upston, Dan Kostozewski, Charlie
Heggem, Patrick Bush, Gervasio Tirigall, Payden Waldo
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