
WHATCOM COUNTY FOOD BANK NETWORK

July 9th, 2024 – Committee of the Whole



OVERVIEW

The WCFBN seeks $2,000,000 
in sustainable funding.

Supporting 4.3.1. of the Whatcom 
County Food Systems plan: adequately 
fund the WCFBN to meet the 
dramatic increase in food insecure 
individuals in the county; ensure that a 
portion of increased funding is used to 
purchase food from Whatcom County 
producers.
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WEST TO EAST
Point Roberts Food Bank

Blaine Food Bank

Lummi Commods

Lummi Health Services

Ferndale Food Bank

Salvation Army Food Bank

Bellingham Food Bank

Lynden Project Hope

Agape Food Bank

Nooksack Valley Food Bank

Nooksack Tribal Food Bank

Foothills Food Bank

A FOOD SECURITY NETWORK SPANNING THE COUNTY



SCALE OF SERVICE

• 9,000 households visit a 
Whatcom County food bank 
each week.

• Since 2021, food bank visits 
statewide grew by 50%.

• In Whatcom County, food bank 
visits grew by 127% over that 
same time period.
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SCALE OF 
FUNDING

• Food Bank funding is not tied 
to the scope of service

• Our budgets have adapted to 
the need, while funding 
determinates remain unrelated.
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CARES ARPA
Annual 
County 
Support

COVID 19 
Support



ELDERS, CHILDREN,
BREADWINNERS

• 30% of WCFBN clients are children 
and infants

• 20% of WCFBN clients are seniors

• 58% of male and 79% of female 
single headed households live 
below the ALICE threshold in 
Whatcom County.
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RURAL URBAN DIVIDE

9,000 household visits per week

8,000,000+ lbs of food distributed/ year

Hundreds of dedicated volunteers

WCFBN serves parts of east county 
without a municipality to turn to.
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Source: United Way ALICE Report 2022, Whatcom County



COST OF FOOD 
OUTPACING RENT, 

MEDICAL

• Although people often sacrifice 
basic needs to avoid intuitional 
consequences (i.e. eviction), 
eating is not optional

• Cost of food is now 
outweighing housing, childcare, 
and medical expenses.
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Source: United Way ALICE Report 2022, Whatcom County



SOURCING

• We will spend $5,000,000 this year on food alone

• 22 semi trucks/ month on average

• Redistributed food is down 20% this year in WA

• not showing post-covid recovery.

• Donated food brings choice, but not stability or scale

Our purchasing power can support local growers and 
producers.
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A FEW OF OUR SOURCING PARTNERS
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PUBLIC HEALTH 

Eating is not optional. 
Prolonged malnutrition is linked to diabetes, heart 
problems, compromised immune systems, obesity, mental 
illnesses, and more. This burdens the healthcare system 
and impacts one’s ability to attend work or school well.

Investing in tangible, pre-existing, and efficient food 
security programs should be a primary strategy to protect 
public health.
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THANK YOU

Presented By:

Mike Cohen

Bellingham Food Bank

mike@bellinghamfoodbank.org

360. 676. 0392 x1003
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