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WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL 
 

OUTDOOR MUSICAL ENTERTAINMENT, AMUSEMENTS, 
 AND ASSEMBLIES PERMIT APPLICATION  

 
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

 
This information is being provided to you for review prior to completing a permit application for an event 
wherein the primary purpose is the presentation of outdoor (live or recorded) musical entertainment.  This 
permit, referred to as an event permit, may be approved if full compliance with the attached application and 
submittal requirements has been met.  The applicant is responsible for reading, understanding, and complying 
with all requirements pertaining to outdoor music festivals pursuant to WCC 5.40 and RCW 70.108. 
 
What is an Event Permit? 
 
An event permit is required pursuant to WCC 5.40 whenever any person, persons, organization, landowner, or 
lessor allows, encourages, organizes, promotes, conducts, permits or causes to be advertised an entertainment, 
amusement, or assembly of persons, wherein one of the primary purposes will be the presentation of outdoor 
(live or recorded) musical entertainment, which said person, persons, or corporation, organization, landowner 
or lessor believes or has reason to believe will attract 1,000 or more persons, and where a charge or 
contribution is required for admission.  
 
How do you get a permit? 
 
The attached application and all supplemental checklists must be submitted with a permit application fee of 
$2,500 to the Clerk of the Whatcom County Council.  The Clerk will not accept an application that is not 
complete.  A separate permit is required for each outdoor music festival.  A permit may be granted for a period 
not to exceed sixteen (16) consecutive days and a festival may be operated during any or all of the days within 
such period. 
 
How many days in advance should an application be submitted? 
 
Pursuant to RCW 70.108.040, a completed event permit application, along with application fee and signed 
supplemental checklists, must be filed with the Clerk of the Whatcom County Council not less than ninety days 
prior to the first scheduled day of the event. 
 
How long does it take to get a permit? 
 
Within fifteen (15) days after the filing of a complete application, the Whatcom County Council shall either 
approve or deny the permit.   
 
Are there any required site inspections? 

All preparations required to be made for the site shall be completed thirty days prior to the first day scheduled 
for the festival. The promoter shall notify the issuing authority and schedule a site inspection of the festival site 
to determine if such preparations are in reasonably full compliance with plans submitted pursuant to RCW 
70.108.040. If a material violation exists the issuing authority shall move to revoke the music festival permit in 
the manner provided by RCW 70.108.080.  

What if a permit application is denied? 
 
Any denial shall be set forth in writing and shall detail the grounds for denial.  The applicant shall have fifteen 
(15) days from receipt of denial (or additional time if granted by the County Council) to correct any deficiencies.  
The County Council shall then have fifteen (15) days to respond to the corrections and either approve or deny 
the permit.  If the application is again denied, the grounds for denial shall be detailed in writing.  The applicant 
then has the right to seek judicial review of such denial by filing a petition in Superior Court pursuant to RCW 
70.108.050. 

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=70.108.040
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=70.108.080
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Is a cash deposit or surety bond required?  
 
After an application has been approved, the promoter shall make a deposit with the County a cash deposit or 
surety bond in the amount of $5,000.  The bond or deposit shall be used to pay any costs or charges incurred to 
regulate the health of the public and/or to clean up the festival grounds, or may be used for any extraordinary 
costs or charges incurred to regulate traffic or parking.  The cash bond may also be used to save and protect 
the streets, pavements, bridges, road signs and to repair all other property in the county from any and all 
damage that may be caused by vehicles, employees, or participants in such outdoor musical assembly as per 
WCC 5.40.020.  The cash deposit or surety bond shall be returned to the promoter when the County is satisfied 
that no claims for damage or loss will be made against said bond or deposit, or that the loss or damage claimed 
is less that the amount of the deposit, in which case the uncommitted balance shall be returned: PROVIDED, 
that the bond or cash deposit or the uncommitted portion thereof shall be returned no later than thirty (30) 
days after the last day of the festival. 
 
Is the promoter required to carry liability insurance? 
 
The promoter will be required to furnish evidence that he/she has in full force and effect a liability insurance 
policy in an amount of not less than one hundred thousand dollars bodily injury coverage per person covering 
any bodily injury negligently caused by an officer or employee of the festival while acting in the performance of 
his or her duties.  The policy shall name the issuing authority of the permit as an additional insured. 

In addition, the promoter shall be required to furnish evidence that he has in full force and effect a one hundred 
thousand dollar liability property damage insurance policy covering any property damaged due to negligent 
failure by any officer or employee of the festival to carry out duties imposed by this chapter. The policy shall 
have the issuing authority of the permit as an additional named insured. 

Are there site locations that are prohibited from having music festivals? 

No music festival shall be operated in a location which is closer than one thousand yards from any schoolhouse 
or church, or five hundred yards from any house, residence or other human habitation unless waived by 
occupants.  

Is there an age limitation for patrons? 

No person under the age of sixteen years shall be admitted to any outdoor music festival without the escort of 
his or her parents or legal guardian and proof of age shall be provided upon request. 

What are the penalties to someone who fails to comply with the permit? 

Pursuant to RCW 70.108.130, any person who willfully fails to comply with the rules, regulations, and conditions 
set forth in this chapter or who aids or abets such a violation or failure to comply is guilty of a gross 
misdemeanor.  Violation of such a rule, regulation, or condition relating to traffic including parking, standing, 
stopping, and pedestrian offenses is a traffic infraction.  Violations of such a rule, regulation, or condition 
equivalent to those provisions of Title 46 RCW set forth in RCW 46.63.020 is a misdemeanor.   

Can security or any other person carry a firearm while on site? 

It shall be unlawful for any person, except law enforcement officers, to carry, transport or convey, or to have in 
his possession or under his control any firearm while on the site of an outdoor music festival. 
Any person violating the provisions of this section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof 
shall be punished by a fine of not less than one hundred dollars and not more than two hundred dollars or by 
imprisonment in the county jail for not less than ten days and not more than ninety days or by both such fine 
and imprisonment. 

During what hours can a music festival occur? 

Pursuant to WCC 5.40.050, no outdoor musical assembly shall be conducted in the unincorporated areas of 
Whatcom County during the hours of one minute after 12 midnight and 9 a.m.; provided, that no license shall 
be issued for more than one 24-hour period ending at midnight. The participants shall be required to have 
cleared the licensed area and its immediate environs no later than 1 a.m. on the day following the licensed 
event. 

Can law enforcement stop admission to the music festival? 

If at any time during said event the size of the crowd exceeds by 20 percent the number of persons represented 
by the sponsors to be expected to be in attendance, the Whatcom County sheriff shall have the discretion to 
require the sponsor to limit further admissions.

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=46
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=46.63.020
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Cathy Halka

From: Breeda Desmond <yobreeda@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, March 30, 2025 12:46 PM
To: Cathy Halka
Cc: Strings & Things Music Festival; Mike Bell Music
Subject: Outdoor Event Permit - Music Festival July 12th 2025
Attachments: Site Map Feb 2025 LATEST fire.png; Site Map Feb 2025 Zoomed Out.png; Tax 

Returns.pdf; Marina Permission.pdf; Permit Event Description.pdf; Statement of 
compliance with RCW 70.pdf; Permit Signature Page.pdf; Outdoor Event Permit 
Application RECENT Final 1.pdf; Sheriffs Department Approval Package.pdf; Health 
Department Approval.pdf; Fire Marshall Approval.pdf; Certificate of Insurance 
(liability).pdf

To whom it may concern, 
 
We are applying for a permit for a Music Festival, stringsandthingsmusicfestival.com to be held in Point 
Roberts, Washington on July 12th 2025. Please find completed permit application attached and corresponding 
documents including signature pages which are separate attachments. I will send a check for $2500 on 
Monday 03/31/2025 and will need a written receipt for accounting purposes. 
Please contact me at 858 349 2913 with any questions. 
Breeda Desmond 
Here is the list of items you are requested in the Event Permit: 

 Financial statement of the applicant. – our personal tax returns are attached. 
 Names and addresses of all individuals or other entities having a ten percent or more proprietary 

interest in the festival. 
o Breeda Desmond & Mike Bell, Festival Creators & Organizers, 175 Donegal Drive, Point 

Roberts Washington, 98281. 
o Tamra Hansen, The Pier Restaurant, 713 Simundson Drive, Point Roberts, Washington, 98281. 

(handling Food & Beverage) 
 The nature of the business/organization of the applicant. – LLC, two owners Mike Bell & Breeda 

Desmond. 
 A legal description of the land to be occupied, the name and address of the owner thereof, together 

with a document showing the consent of said owner to the issuance of a permit, if the land is owned by 
a person other than the applicant. – Permission attached (please note they used their banquet room 
rental agreement but noted the area we are using for the festival) 

o Point Roberts Marina, 713 Simundson Drive, Point Roberts 98281 Owner/Manager Zihao Ding- 
zocding@gmail.com you can also verify with MBray@pointrobertsmarina.com, she is the 
operations manager 

 The scheduled performances and program. 6 musical acts, each with a 45-minute set with 30 minutes 
break in between. See Stringsandthingsmusicfestival.com.  

o Festival Duration: 2 - 10pm 
o Act 1: Quattlebaum – 2.30 - 3.15pm 
o Act 2: BorderGrass Alliance – 3.45 – 4.30 pm 
o Act 3: Gabe Wheaton – 5 - 5.45pm 
o Act 4: The Living Orchestra - 6.15 – 7.00 pm 
o Act 5: The Paperboys – 7.45 – 8.30 pm 
o Act 6: The WhiskeyDicks – 9 – 9.45 pm 

 A statement that the applicant will abide by the provisions of RCW 70.108.040 – see attached. 
 Signed and approved section of the event permit checklist completed by authorized personnel of the 

Whatcom County Health Department. – see attached 
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 Signed and approved section of the event permit checklist completed by authorized personnel of the 
Whatcom County Sheriff’s Office. – see attached. 

 Signed and approved section of the event permit checklist completed by authorized personnel of the 
Whatcom County Fire Marshal’s Office.- see attached.  

 A written confirmation from the department of natural resources, where applicable, and the chief of the 
Washington state patrol, through the director of fire protection, that all fire prevention requirements 
have been complied with. Not applicable 

 A written statement of the applicant that all state and local law enforcement officers, fire control officers 
and other necessary governmental personnel shall have free access to the site of the outdoor music 
festival. Please consider this the written statement that all fire control and law enforcement 
officers, as well as any other governmental personnel shall have free access to the site on the 
day of the festival, Please refer to our Sheriffs report attached and signed and approved section 
from fire marshal and sheriff’s department. We already have a full fire department presence 
onsite.  

 If approved, the promoter shall supply Whatcom County with a cash deposit or surety bond. I would 
like to be exempt from this considering this festival is taking place on private property, it is 
unclear to me what the deposit would be covering? 

 The promoter will be required to furnish evidence that he/she has in full force and effect a liability 
insurance policy pursuant to WCC 5.40.020 and RC – please see attached  

Additional Attachments: 

 Site Map x2 – Field and extended view to show parking etc.  
 Permit Event Description: Logistics, Safety etc.  
 Event Permit filled out by organizers 
 Event Permit signature page. 











WHATCOM COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE APPLICATION AND 
AGREEMENT TO HIRE EXTRA-DUTY DEPUTIES 

APPLICATION 

Strings & Things Music Festival 
Applicant Name/Organization: ____________________ _ 

Breeda Desmond 
Contact Name: _______ ___ _______________ _ 

175 Donegal Drive Point Roberts, Washington 
Billing Address : ___________ _ _ ___________ _ 

98281 
City/State/Zip Code: ________ ___ ____________ _ 

Phone: _ 8_5_8_ 3_4_9_2_9_1_3_ Altemate Phone: - ·- - ---- ~Fax: _ _ ____ _ 

Email address: _ ___ y_o_b_re_e_d_a_@_g_m_a_il_.c_o_m ______________ _ 

July 12th 2025 
Event Date(s): _ ___________ ___ __________ _ 

2pm 10pm 
Start Time: _ ___ _ End Time: _ _ ____ Est. length of event: 

Music Festival 

8-9 hours (including gates 
open time) 

Type of Event: _____________ ___ _________ _ 

Point Roberts Marina, 713 Simundson Drive, PR, 98281 
Event Address/Location: ___ ___ ___ _____________ _ 

1200-1500 
Estimated Attendance: - - ------ ---------- - -~--,----,---

4 total deputies for the main event. 3 will be hired 
Person deputy(s) report to: WCSO will provide the 4th deputy free of charge. 

Xfor Festival and 1 for Friday 12th overnight to protect 
Number of deputies requested/ needed: --~e~q'+'1~1i't"p~ro ...... e .... o ...... t ___________ _ 
(Whatcom County Sheriff's Office has final determination for the number of deputies required.) 

y y 
Serving alcohol: YES __ NO__ If yes, applicable permit obtained? YES _ _ NO __ 

Duties requested (e.g., security, traffic control, fixed post) : 
General security during the event. 

Added by Sgt. Anders: Exact hours / time for the night before the festival TBD 
closer to the event. 

Page 1 of 3 



EXTRA-DUTY ASSIGNMENT POLICIES 

1. Applications and Agreements to Hire Extra-Duty Deputies must be completed, signed, 
and submitted to the address below at least five (5) business days prior to the event. 

Whatcom County Sheriff's Office 
Attention: Joe Anders, Administrative Sergeant 
311 Grand Avenue, Bellingham, WA 98225 

Sgt. Anders may also be contacted at 360-778-6730 or janders@co.whatcom.wa.us 

2. No extra duty assignment will be scheduled without an Agreement to Hire Extra-Duty 
Deputies approved by the Whatcom County Sheriff's Office. 

3. Deputies receive their authority and direction from the Whatcom County Sheriff's Office; 
deputies do not operate under the direction of the party requesting extra duty services. 

4. Deputies may perform law enforcement functions only. 

5. Only County owned vehicles and assets may be used by deputies working extra-duty 
details. 

6. For officer and public safety, a minimum number of deputies may be required for an 
event. The Sheriff's Office makes final determination as to the number of deputies 
required for an event if the application is accepted. This term is not negotiable. 

7. Deputies must be hired for a minimum of four (4) hours for extra-duty assignments. 

8. Sheriff's Office staff will deal with one person from the requesting party as primary 
contact. One alternate may be selected. 

9. All schedule changes must be communicated to the assigned Sheriff's Office 
representative. 

10. The Sheriff's Office requires forty-eight (48) hours written notice to cancel an extra-duty 
assignment. If the required notice is not given, the requesting party will be billed and 
responsible for paying the Sheriff's Office for the scheduled work. 

11. The Whatcom County Sheriff's Office may, at its discretion, cancel any or all extra-duty 
jobs due to Sheriff's Office conflicts. 

12. Agreements to hire extra-duty deputies will NOT be accepted for some types of service, 
including but not limited to: direct sale/distribution of alcoholic beverages, bail bond 
recovery, investigative work for insurance companies, private investigations, private 
guard service (including bodyguard), collection agencies, attorneys conducting any type 
of investigative services, jobs involving civil matters such as labor disputes, 
landlord/tenant disputes, jobs outside Whatcom County. 

Page 2 of 3 



AGREEMENT TO HIRE EXTRA-DUTY DEPUTIES 

By signing below, the Requesting Party: 
• Assures accuracy of information provided on the Application 
• Acknowledges receipt and agrees to terms of Extra-Duty Assignment Policies 
• Agrees to the terms of the Agreement to Hire Extra-Duty Deputies 
• Guarantees full payment will be made within 30 days of being invoiced by the Whatcom 

County Sheriff's Office. 

Deputies receive their authority and direction from the Whatcom County Sheriff's Office; they 
do not operate under the direction of the party requesting services. Deputies work to provide 
extra law enforcement services at requested events to enhance safety and response capabilities. 

Deputies may perform law enforcement functions only, including, but not limited to: enforcing 
laws and ordinances; patrol functions; responding to calls for service; providing information and 
assistance; making property checks; reporting and/or investigating suspicious, unusual or 
hazardous conditions; interviewing and taking statements from victims, suspects and witnesses; 
preparing reports; searching, transporting and booking prisoners. 

No extra duty detail will be scheduled until the Application has been accepted and the 
Agreement approved by the Sheriff's Office. The Sheriff's Office requires forty-eight (48) hours 
advanced written notice to cancel this Agreement; otherwise, the requesting party will be billed 
and responsible for paying the Sheriff's Office for the scheduled work. 

Services will be billed by the Sheriff's Office in accordance with the Whatcom County Unified 
Fee Schedule (UFS) for Reimbursable Overtime in effect on the date(s) that services are 
provided (4-hour minimum). The Reimbursable Overtime rate for 2025 is currently $99.00 per 
hour and is subject to change during the year. A $30 fee will be charged for all returned checks. 

The Sheriff's Office makes no guarantee that a deputy can be provided to work as requested. 
The Whatcom County Sheriff's Office may, at its discretion, cancel any or all extra-duty 
assignments at any time due to departmental conflicts or needs. 

Breeda Desmond (Strings & Things) 

Requesting Party Name (Print) 

Requesting Party Signature Date 
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MEMORANDUM 

To: Event Organizer Breeda Desmond 

From: Sergeant Joe Anders, Whatcom County Sheriff's Office 

Date: February 24, 2025 

Subject: Law Enforcement Review & Sign-Off- Strings & Things Music Festival (July 12, 2025) 

Review of Event Permit Requirements 

The Whatcom County Sheriff's Office has reviewed the Strings & Things Music Festival permit application, 

event security plan, and associated documents, including the 2025 Agreement to Hire Extra-Duty 

Deputies. Based on the information provided and the security measures in place, all law enforcement

related requirements outlined on Page 6 of the Event Permit Checklist have been met or are in progress. 

Below is the final assessment: 

Law Enforcement Checklist Compliance 

1. Detailed Site Plan - II Met 

o The site plan includes clearly defined ingress/egress routes, emergency access points, 

security checkpoints, and designated parking areas. 

o The plan ensures sufficient roadways for emergency vehicles and entry/exit points for 

crowd control. 

2. Law Enforcement Staffing - II Met 

o Four (4) deputies will be assigned to the main event on July 12, 2025. 

o One (1) additional deputy will be stationed overnight on July 11, 2025, for site security. 

o This staffing level meets and/or exceeds requirements for law enforcement presence at 

the event site. 

3. Traffic Control & Crowd Protection - II Met 

o The event plan confirms contracted traffic control and crowd protection policing. 

o The CERT team will oversee parking and traffic management. 

o Volunteers will be responsible for monitoring entrances, and deputies will be 

responsible for patrolling the grounds and handling potential disturbances. 



4. Security Personnel Requirement - II Met 

o One (1) security personnel per 200 expected attendees is accounted for. 

o With an estimated 1,200-1,500 attendees, the event requires 6-8 dedicated security 

personnel. 

o Security personnel will include a mix of trained volunteers, CERT team members, and 

event staff. 

o Sheila Monty (Gate Captain) will oversee volunteer security personnel, while Tamra 

Hansen from the Pier Restaurant may provide staff for ID checks. 

o Law enforcement will be present to supplement event security as needed. 

5. Roster of Security Personnel - A Pending Finalization 

o At least 20% of security personnel will be commissioned officers.or deputy sheriffs, 

ensuring compliance with the regulation. 

o As of February 24, 2025, event organizer Breeda Desmond is still in the process of 

finalizing the full roster of volunteers. 

o The Gate Captain will be Sheila Monty, and Tamra Hansen from the Pier Restaurant may 

provide personnel for the ID check. If necessary, Breeda has offered to serve as the 

responsible party for ID checks. 

o The finalized list of traffic and security personnel will be provided prior to the event. 

6. Emergency Access & Parking - II Met 

o The site plan confirms emergency vehicle ingress/egress routes are unobstructed. 

o A designated helicopter landing zone has been established. 

o Fire and EMS will be staged on-site with fire and brush trucks. 

o VIP, general admission, and accessible parking zones are designated and marked. 

o Pier Restaurant and Marina parking lots are reserved for attendees. 

o CERT personnel will direct traffic and ensure emergency access remains open. 

o Parking areas appear to accommodate one vehicle per four attendees, satisfying event 

requirements. 



Final Authorization & Approval 

The Whatcom County Sheriff's Office finds that the Strings & Things Music Festival (July 12, 2025) has 

met all law enforcement requirements under the Whatcom County Outdoor Event Permit Checklist, with 

the exception of finalizing the full security volunteer roster, which will be provided prior to the event. 

II This memorandum serves as the official sign-off from the Whatcom County Sheriff's Office, 

pending receipt of the finalized security/volunteer roster. 

If the event security plan is modified, the organizers must notify the Sheriff's Office immediately to 

ensure continued compliance with public safety standards. 

Sergeant Joe Anders 

Whatcom County Sheriff's Office 

Ema ii: .La. a""'n=d-=-e'-=--'---='-'-'-,~=-'--'--'-'-'-'-== 
Phone: 360-

Lieutenant Jason Karb 

Whatcom County Sheriff's Office 

Email: jkarb@co.whatcom.wa .us 

Phone:360-676-6600 

Signed: Qt &iv- L/}.i 

Chief Deputy Jason Gum 

Whatcom County Sheriff's Office 

Email: jgum@co.whatcom.wa.us 

Phone: 360-676-6600 

Date: 

Signed : _____________ ______ Date: _______ _ 



EVENT PERMIT CHECKLIST 

THIS SECTION TO BE COMPLETED BY THE WHATCOM COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE: 

Pursuant to RCW 70.108.040, the application shall include written confirmation from the appropriate law enforcement agency from the area 
where the outdoor music festival is to take place, showing that traffic control and crowd protection policing have been contracted for or 
otherwise provided by the applicant meeting the following conditions: 

Applicant 
Submitted: 

cf 
cf 

Detailed site plan 

During the hours that the festival site shall be open to the public there shall be at least one regularly 
commissioned police officer employed by the jurisdiction wherein the festival site is located for every 
one thousand persons in attendance and said officer shall be on duty within the confines of the actual 
outdoor music festival site. 

A written confirmation from the appropriate law enforcement agency from the area where the outdoor 
music festival is to take place, showing that traffic control and crowd protection policing have been 
contracted for or otherwise provided by the applicant meeting the following conditions: 

One person for each two hundred persons reasonably expected to be in attendance at any time during 
the event for purposes of traffic and crowd control. 

The names and addresses of all traffic and crowd control personnel shall be provided to the appropriate 
law enforcement authority: PROVIDED, That not less than twenty percent of the traffic and crowd control 
personnel shall be commissioned police officers or deputy sheriffs: PROVIDED FURTHER, That on and 
after February 25, 1972 any commissioned police officer or deputy sheriff who is employed and 
compensated by the promoter of an outdoor music festival shall not be eligible and shall not receive any 
benefits whatsoever from any public pension or disability plan of which he or she is a member for the lime 

Staff 
Approved: 

he is so employed or for any injuries received during the course of such employment. \. .J\ . Z\~.> 
~lSJ) :,. ..- 1,-J~C.... LtS<f TO G,6 f'1-,4'1'1D~ ((l..rcJYl- TO ~\[\.,J'J T - ~. n-M' 

A written con, ation from the appropriate law enforcement authority that sufficient access roads are &" 
available for ingress and egress to the parking areas of the outdoor music festival site and that parking 
areas are available on the actual site of the festival or immediately adjacent thereto which are capable of 
accommodating one auto for every four persons in estimated attendance at the outdoor music festival site. 

By signing this portion of the application the Whatcom County Sheriff's Office acknowledges that the applicant has 
provided sufficient proof and resources to ensure the general health, welfare, and safety of the public has been met 
pursuant to Washington State citing criteria referenced in RCW 70.108.040. The event permit shall not be issued unless 
all sections of the permit have been signed by authorized staff of the Whatcom County Sheriff's Office, the Whatcom 
County Health Department, and the Whatcom County Fire Marshal's Office. Access for emergency vehicles may be 
required at a t road(s) , y be ordered cleared without notice by the Sheriff or Fire Marshal of Whatcom 
County. 

Authori s Office (Date 
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EVENT REVIEW MEMORANDUM 

To: Lieutenant Jason Karb 

From: Sergeant Joe Anders 

Date: Wednesday, February 19, 2025 

Subject: Event Review - Strings & Things Music Festival (July 12, 2025) 

Event Overview: 

The Strings & Things Music Festival is set to take place on July 12, 2025, at Point Roberts Marina, expecting 

1,200-1,500 people to attend. This memorandum provides an overview of the event, including security, 

emergency response, logistics, and recommendations to ensure a safe and successful experience. 

Law Enforcement Recommendation: 

Due to Point Roberts's unique location, which requires traveling through Canada and crossing two 

international borders, response times for additional law enforcement support will be significantly delayed. 

To mitigate this risk and comply with standard staffing guidelines for events where alcohol is served, the 

Whatcom County Sheriffs Office recommends increasing law enforcement staffing to at least 4 deputies 

for the main event.1 If ticket sales indicate an attendance of more than 1,500 people, the staffing level of 

deputies will need to be reevaluated. 

Details: 

• Event Name: Strings & Things Music Festival 

• Date: Saturday, July 12, 2025 

• Time: 2:00 PM -10:00 PM 

• Location: Point Roberts Marina, 713 Simundson Drive, Point Roberts, WA 

• Expected Attendance: 1,200-1,500 

• Primary Contact: Breeda Desmond 

• Event Theme: Live string music performances (classical, folk, Celtic genres) 

• Alcohol Served: Yes (designated 21+ area) 

• Ticketed Event: Yes (wristbands provided, online & physical ticket sales) 

1 source: National Incident Management System & Event Safety Alliance 



Public Safety & Security: 

Law Enforcement Staffing (as currently requested): 

• 2 Whatcom County Sheriff's Deputies (main event general security) 

• 1 Additional Deputy (overnight security on July 11th) - This is sufficient 

Additional Personnel: 

• 20+ Volunteers: Checking tickets, bag checks, and monitoring event grounds 

• CERT Team: Managing parking and assisting with crowd control 

• Recommended: Increase law enforcement staffing to at least 4 deputies during the main event 

for proper coverage. 

o Standard staffing guidelines suggest 1 deputy per 250-500 attendees for events where 

alcohol is served (source: National Incident Management System & Event Safety 

Alliance). 

o For 1,200-1,500 attendees with alcohol being served and the unique location of the 

event, at least 4 deputies are recommended. 

Emergency Response: 

• Medical Tent On-Site (Staffed by EMTs, paramedics, and CERT personnel) 

• Fire Truck & Brush Truck On-Site 

• Emergency Helicopter Landing Zone designated at marina parking lot 

• Ingress/Egress Routes Marked for Emergency Vehicles 

Site Layout & Logistics: 

• VIP Parking: Designated near the marina entrance 

• General Parking: Marina lots, upper parking areas, and Simundson Drive 

• Accessible Parking: Reserved near the entrance 

• Restrooms: 15+ portable toilets (vendor: The Potty Wagon) 

• Waste Management: Trash & recycling bins placed throughout the venue 

• Security Checkpoints: Entry gate with bag checks and controlled access 

• Food & Beverage: Managed by The Pier Restaurant 

• Shade & Cooling Areas: VIP tent, 2 general shade tents, fire tents 



Traffic & Parking Management: 

• CERT Team will direct vehicles to designated parking areas 

• Multiple parking zones assigned 

• Ingress/Egress routes need to remain open for emergency vehicles 

• Recommendation: Ensure adequate volunteers for traffic flow monitoring 

Crowd & Event Safety Considerations: 

• Exit Plan: Emergency exits should be clearly marked and communicated 

• Noise Control: The event appears to comply with Whatcom County noise ordinances 

• Fire Code Compliance: All tents, food vendors, and safety measures appear to meet Fire 

Marshal standards 

• Alcohol Management: The 21+ area is separated from the all-ages section with designated 

security monitoring 

LE Specific Recommendations for Event Readiness: 

1. Increase Law Enforcement Staffing: Increase to at least 4 deputies for the main event per 

industry standards for alcohol-serving events and due to the unique venue location. This will 

allow for 2 teams of 2 deputies. 

Conclusion: 

The Strings & Things Music Festival has strong planning in place, including a law enforcement presence, 

emergency medical readiness, and controlled site logistics. Minor adjustments to security staffing are 

recommended to enhance the event's safety. 

Written by: 

Sergeant Joe Anders 
Whatcom County Sheriff's Office 
Email: janders@co.whatcom.wa.us 
Phone: 360-778-6730 or 360-599-8189 

Reviewed by: 

Lieutenant Jason Karb 
Whatcom County Sheriff's Office 
Email: jkarb@co.whatcom.wa.us / Phone: 360-778-6742 



Event Description. 

One day only music festival, open to all ages. This is the second year; we sold 600 tickets 

last year, so we anticipate having over 1000 people attend Strings and Things 2025. 

• Date: July 12th
, 2025. 

• Start time - 2pm, end time -1 0pm. 

• Location Point Roberts Marina, 713 Simundson Drive, Point Roberts 98281. The 

event will take place on the approx. 1-acre green space just north of the Pier 

Restaurant. Refer to site map. 

• 6 musical acts, each with a 45-minute set with 30 minutes break in between. See 

Stringsandthingsmusicfestival.com 

The theme of the festival centers on strings (violins and other string instruments) which will 

encapsulate a few genres ranging from classical to Celtic party folk. 

The event is ticketed with 3 price points, general admission children u/12 and VIP. There will 

be 20 plus volunteers checking tickets (which will be sold online and hard copy starting 

May 1) at the entrance. Each person attending will get a wrist band with in and out 

privileges. 

There will be a 20x40 tent to serve as the VIP tent. The vendor for the tent company will be 

All S_e_aso Party Tents {360J 303 6617 out of Bellingham, contact owner Jeff Lombard, it 

will be a simple Marquee Tent, NO COOKING will take place under this tent it's simply a 

lounge area. Additionally, there will be 2 1 0x20 pop up tents placed on either side of the 

field to serve as shade structures for general admission folks. Festival attendees will also 

be able to seek shade in the fire tents. 

Stage. sound & lighting: 

This will be rented and set up through PNW Mobile Staging mobile: 214.578.7778 

I info@putasta~kO.Dc see attached stage quote and dimensions. 

Food & Beverage: 

The owner of the Pier Restaurant (located at the same address as the Marina), Tamra 

Hansen, will be handling all the catering and beverage sales for the festival, she will be 

applying for the relevant permits through the Whatcom health department. We will be 

splitting the field so that one half is over 21 (drinking area) and the other half is all ages

please refer to the site map. Concession areas will be on either side of the field, one in the 

non-drinking area and the other in the drinking area. There will be water stations throughout 

the field so festival goes can fill their own water bottles and cups. 



We are going green so we are working with vendors to reduce (hopefully eliminate the use 

of plastic disposable utensils and cups, in favor of compostable items. 

Safetv & Emergency Measures: 

We have the full support of Point Roberts Fire Chief, Christopher Carlton 

c_carleton@wcfd5.com. We will have a medical tent, 20 firefighters including EMT's, 

Paramedics and CERT (Community Emergency Response Team). They will have a brush 

truck and a fire truck parked onsite, and we have permission from Point Roberts Marina to 

keep their parking lot free on the day of the festival to allow for medivac helicopter to land. I 

included 2 maps, one has the layout for the field and one is more zoomed out and marks 

parking and chopper landing area. 

Security & Liability: 

Please see the attached certificate of liability insurance. Additionally, we will be contracting 
with Whatcom Sheriff's department. to have 2-3 off duty sheriffs for general security plus 
volunteers checking bags, monitoring the grounds for any safety issues. In 2024 we had 
over 20 local volunteers handling gates, security fielding questions. 

Seating: 

We will not be using bleachers or any rented seating in the main festival area. We will 

possibly include some lounge areas in the VIP tent and some high-top cocktail tables. For 

general admission ticket holders, people will be permitted bring their own seating (folding 

chairs etc.) 

Porta Potties: 

Doug Shier owner of The Potty Wagon, a local Point Roberts business, will supply 15 porta 
potties and has assured more will be available depending on ticket sales. Refer to site map 
for proposed placement. 

Trash Receptacles: 

These will be generously placed around the festival site, trash & recycling cans by each of 
the two concession areas also by entrances and exits. Volunteers will be monitoring them 
throughout the day to empty them as needed. 

Parking: 

Accessible parking is marked on the map, that will be supplied by the owner of The Pier 
Restaurant, located right by the entrance. General admission parking will be made 
available by the Marina, where there are boat trailers currently parked and the "upper 
parking lots. There is also ample parking on Simundson drive. Chief Carlton will be offering 



his CERT team to man the parking area and direct traffic. VIP parking will be offered in the 
marina parking lot near the boat yard. 

You will see two maps, refer to the zoomed out version to see where the parking is located 
relative to the field. 





Licensed Area 
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SHOULD ANY OF THE ABOVE DESCRIBED POLICIES BE CANCELLED BEFORE
THE EXPIRATION DATE THEREOF, NOTICE WILL BE DELIVERED IN
ACCORDANCE WITH THE POLICY PROVISIONS.

INSURER(S) AFFORDING COVERAGE

INSURER F :

INSURER E :

INSURER D :

INSURER C :

INSURER B :

INSURER A :

NAIC #

NAME:
CONTACT

(A/C, No):
FAX

E-MAIL
ADDRESS:

PRODUCER

(A/C, No, Ext):
PHONE

INSURED

REVISION NUMBER:CERTIFICATE NUMBER:COVERAGES

IMPORTANT:  If the certificate holder is an ADDITIONAL INSURED, the policy(ies) must have ADDITIONAL INSURED provisions or be endorsed.
If SUBROGATION IS WAIVED, subject to the terms and conditions of the policy, certain policies may require an endorsement.  A statement on
this certificate does not confer rights to the certificate holder in lieu of such endorsement(s).

THIS CERTIFICATE IS ISSUED AS A MATTER OF INFORMATION ONLY AND CONFERS NO RIGHTS UPON THE CERTIFICATE HOLDER. THIS
CERTIFICATE DOES NOT AFFIRMATIVELY OR NEGATIVELY AMEND, EXTEND OR ALTER THE COVERAGE AFFORDED BY THE POLICIES
BELOW.  THIS CERTIFICATE OF INSURANCE DOES NOT CONSTITUTE A CONTRACT BETWEEN THE ISSUING INSURER(S), AUTHORIZED
REPRESENTATIVE OR PRODUCER, AND THE CERTIFICATE HOLDER.
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01/27/2025

East Main Street Insurance Services, Inc.

Will Maddux

PO Box 1298

Grass Valley CA 95945

Will Maddux

(530) 477-6521

info@theeventhelper.com

Strings and Things Music Festival

Breeda Rose Desmond, dba:

175 Donegal Dr

Point Roberts WA 98281

Evanston Insurance Company 35378

A

Host Liquor Liability

Retail Liquor Liability Y N 3DS5475-M3930091

1,000,000

1,000,000

10,000

1,000,000

2,000,000

2,000,000

Deductible 500

Certificate holder listed below is named as additional insured per attached MEGL 2217 01 19. Attendance: 2000, Event Type: Celtic Music Concert.

Point Roberts WA 98281

713 Simundson Dr

Point Roberts Marina 

(other than fire)

07/13/202507/11/2025
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COMMERCIAL GENERAL LIABILITY
POLICY NUMBER: 

EVANSTON INSURANCE COMPANY
THIS ENDORSEMENT CHANGES THE POLICY. PLEASE READ IT CAREFULLY.

ADDITIONAL INSURED – DESIGNATED PERSON OR ORGANIZATION 

This endorsement modifies insurance provided under the following:
COMMERCIAL GENERAL LIABILITY COVERAGE FORM

SCHEDULE

Name Of Additional Insured Person(s) Or Organization(s): 

A. Section II – Who Is An Insured is amended to include as an additional insured the person(s) or
organization(s) shown in the Schedule of this endorsement, but only with respect to liability for
"bodily injury", "property damage" or "personal and advertising injury" caused, in whole or in part,
by the acts or omissions of any insured listed under Paragraph 1. or 2. of Section II – Who Is An
Insured:

1. In the performance of your ongoing operations; or

2. In connection with your premises owned by or rented to you.

However: 

1. The insurance afforded to such additional insured only applies to the extent permitted by law; and

2. If coverage provided to the additional insured is required by a contract or agreement, the insurance afforded to
such additional insured will  not be broader than that which you are required by the contract or agreement to
provide for such additional insured.

MEGL 2217 01 19 Includes copyrighted material of Insurance Services Office, Inc., 
with its permission. 
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Point Roberts Marina 
713 Simundson Dr
Point Roberts, WA 98281

3DS5475-M3930091



B. With respect  to the insurance afforded to these additional  insureds,  the following is added to
Section III – Limits Of Insurance: 

If coverage provided to the additional insured is required by a contract or agreement, the most we
will pay on behalf of the additional insured is the amount of insurance:

1. Required by the contract or agreement; or 

2. Available under the applicable Limits of Insurance shown in the Declarations; whichever is less. 

This endorsement shall not increase the applicable Limits of Insurance shown in the Declarations.

All other terms and conditions remain unchanged.

MEGL 2217 01 19 Includes copyrighted material of Insurance Services Office, Inc., 
with its permission. 
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Cathy Halka

From: Breeda Desmond <yobreeda@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, April 17, 2025 4:49 PM
To: Cathy Halka
Cc: Strings & Things Music Festival; Mike Bell Music
Subject: Re: Event Permit Incomplete - Strings and Things
Attachments: Outdoor Event Permit - Letter to applicant 4.14.2025 - Strings and Things (1).pdf; LLC 

Certificate.pdf; Affadavit For Permit.pdf

Hi Cathy, 
 
There are 3 additional items you require to ensure we get on the agenda for the April 29th County Council Meeting.  
Item 1:  A legal description of the property location, see below from Whatcom site. It's a marina that has some event 
space.  

 
Item 2:  Nature of the business organization of the applicant- see attached LLC Certificate 
Description: Strings & Things creates turnkey live music events, from booking musicians, coordinating infrastructure, 
ticketing and marketing.  
Item 3: Provide a written waiver from residents within 500 yards (1500 feet) of the event- please see the attached 
affidavit, signed and dated. All the letters went out today and I have receipts and photos. Let me know if you need me to 
send proof of them being sent.  
Please confirm receipt of this email and let me know if we need anything else before Monday April 21st. 
 
Regards, 
Breeda Desmond  
 
On Mon, Apr 14, 2025 at 5:28 PM Cathy Halka <CHalka@co.whatcom.wa.us> wrote: 

Dear Breeda Desmond,  

Please see the attached letter in response to the permit application submitted, including items required to complete 
the application.  

Also attached are the Treasurer’s receipt, Wavier template, Boundary map, and Property owners list. Please reach out 
with any questions. 

Best, 



2

Cathy 

  

------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Cathy Halka, AICP, CMC  (she/her) 

Clerk of the Council 

Whatcom County Council Office 

311 Grand Avenue, Suite 105 

Bellingham, Washington 98225 

Email: chalka@co.whatcom.wa.us 

Phone: 360-778-5019 

My incoming and outgoing email messages may be subject to public disclosure requirements per RCW 42.56. 

 

  

  

  



Effective Date:  12/24/2024
UBI Number:  605 663 615

I, STEVE R. HOBBS, Secretary of State of the State of Washington and custodian of its seal, hereby
issue this

 
CERTIFICATE OF FORMATION

 
to

 
STRINGS & THINGS LLC

 
A WA LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY, effective on the date indicated below.

 

 

Given under my hand and the Seal of the State
of Washington at Olympia, the State Capital

Steve R. Hobbs, Secretary of State

Date Issued: 12/24/2024
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