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M E M O R A N D U M  

 
To: Whatcom County Council, as Citizen Address and Road Name Appeals Committee 
 
From: Doug Ranney, Engineering Manager 
 Esther Miranda, Addressing Clerk 
 
CC: Jon Hutchings, Public Works Director 
 Jim Karcher, County Engineer 
 
Date: April 13, 2020 
 
Re: Citizen Appeals to Address Change Requirement 

 
 
In the absence of a Citizen Address and Road Name Appeals Committee, citizen appeals are 
forwarded directly to County Council for consideration.  A recent address correction project initiated 
by the Addressing Clerk along N. Lake Samish Drive has resulted in the receipt of two appeals. 
 
Pursuant to Whatcom County Code 12.60.110 - Correction of address number sequence: 
 

“The department shall make corrections where necessary to accomplish full implementation 
of the address numbering system for all county addresses in accordance with the following timeline 
and criteria: 
 

A. The department shall correct addresses beginning in 1997, and shall continue until 
the entire county has been reviewed and corrected. 

 
B. Notices of address corrections shall be mailed to affected property owners and 

become effective six months after notification by the department.” 
 
The addresses in question were assigned many years ago and somehow thereafter additional 
addresses in the area were assigned out of numerical order.  Whatcom County Code Chapter 
12.60.120 states, “When incorrect address numbers are found during the permit process, 
corrections should be made to those addresses at that time”.  This is the reason addresses in this 
area were discovered to be incorrect and why they need to be corrected now. 
 
WCC 12.60.010 states that “The purpose of this chapter is to provide for a logical system of road 
naming and address numbering, which is consistent with the desires of Whatcom County 
residents, with the Whatcom County comprehensive plan, and with the practical needs of county 
residents, emergency service providers, and visitors.” 
 
Public Works recommends that the County Council deny the citizen appeals, uphold the 
determination that the subject properties be re-addressed and direct staff to proceed with the 
readdressing action.  
 
Enclosures: 

1) Affected Addresses Map 
2) N. Lake Samish Dr. Address Correction list 
3) Flanders Appeal Letter 
4) Earle Appeal Letter 

 



 
 
  

 



N. Lake Samish Address Correction 
  

    Parcel No Owner Old Address New Address 
370327057494 Kirk & Linda Flanders 675 N LAKE SAMISH DR 653 N LAKE SAMISH DR 
370327026521 Fred Devore 667 N LAKE SAMISH DR 657 N LAKE SAMISH DR 
370327083516 Charles & Lorraine Earle 671 N LAKE SAMISH DR 661 N LAKE SAMISH DR 
370327127509 Kenneth Schulze & Patricia Burns 663 N LAKE SAMISH DR 669 N LAKE SAMISH DR 
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